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J. T. 8ECC0MBE, M.D. 



The ensuing notes ^ refer to certain constructional and 
historical details only, and are not intended to take the 
pl€u;e of a general description of Terrington Church; 
such as that, for instance, which has already been given 
by a marster's hand — that of the late Professor Freeman — 
in his Architectural Tour in East Anglia, to be found 
in the Ecclesiologist, vol. xii. p. 314. 

Saxon Period. — Of this early date there are two 
probable specimens. One, a fragment, probably of a 
sepulchral cross, with interlaced pattern of good design. 

The other consists of two window heads, to be seen 
among the fragments, now lying on the floor, at the 
west end of the church. 

Norman Period. — The whole lower portion of the 
west end of the church, as high as the plinth, was, 
and to a certain extent still is, of Norman construction. 
This was particularly observed by me in the course of 
the underpinning of that part of the church, and of the 

^ Read at the Excursion Meeting, Sept. 8th, 1892. 
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re-building of the south-west turret in the year 1887.^ 
In order to effect this, the original south-west corner of 
the churcli waa uncovered at its foundation, and was 
found quite entire ; tlie comer buttress having, of course, 
been added at a much later date, and not coursed or 
bonded into the older work. This portion of tlie 
building, which shows the shullow Norman buttresses, 
limits the westerly extension of the church leugthwiae, 
and shows that the Norman cliurch was as wide as the 
present one. The bases of the columns of the west 
doorway were at the same time uncovered, and still 
remain so. They are found to Ije diapered. The Decorated 
work above stops short abruptly, and after mature con- 
sideration will be left in statu- quo. 

Several bases and caps of fine Nonnan work have 
also been found : they were chiefly built up in the two 
huge buttresses which have been removed from the 
west front ; also some elaborate mouldings, and what 
are probably voussoirs of a Nonnan chancel arch. 
These were bedded in the sill of the great west 
window. 

Of the main fabric, it does not appear that any 
Norman remains exist, but the whole interior surface of 
the west wall of the nave, as far aa the window sill, 
is old Norman ashlar with two large consecration 
crosses; and, judging from the proportions of the existing 
transepts, it is probable tliat they, as well as the western 
limb, formed part of the Norman ground plan. 

First Po-inied. — The only noticeable remains of this 
period are to be found in the chancel. The graduated 
sedilia and double piscina, with foliated caps and dog- 



' The lowor pirt «t tlie wnll, eapeciktl^ the eauth wall, i 
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hih mouliliugs, are very good. At the restoration of 
1879 frapiuents o£ these were foiiud, partly in situ, though 
built up, partly bedded in the wall, and partly built up 
into the last window opening on the north side of the 
chancel. 

The sedilia and piscina fix the limit of the early 
English church to the eastward. The north chancel 
doorway, with mouldings, opening into the new vestry, 
is good early English wurk; as is also the hood moulding 
of the north aisle door giving on to the tower. The 
rest of this doorway is Perpendicular. 

The only other first pointed remains are a singular 
little slab with a cross, like the cover of a little stone 
coffin, less than 2 ft. in length, which is now fixed 
on the floor of the gangway on the north side of the 
sacrarium, and was found during the restoration of the 
chancel ; and the voussoirs of the window arches of 
the south aisle, which are chiefly made from old stoue 
coffin lids. 



Second Pointed. — The main structure, with the south 
and west doorways, may be said to belong to this 
period. There are indications to show that the nave 
arcade was either commenced in a more elaborate style 
in the fourteenth century, and then that the design was 
changed, or else that preparations were making for a 
more elaborate rebuilding. This is, I think, shown by 
the portions of shafts, bases, plinths, and copitaJs, which 
were found in considerable numbers in the course of the 
restoration of the south aisle and west front, and 
specimens of each of which are preserved. 

It was evident that these preparations were in hand 
in the yea.r 1348-9, when the Black Death occurred. Its 
ravages were peculiarly severe in the diocese of Norwich, 
two- thirds of the parishes in the diocese were left 
B 2 



without incumbents, and many parishes WEsre almost 
depopulated. These events must have affected such 
an nndertaking as the rebuilding of such a large church 
as this of Terrington, and we have certain evidences 
that at tliis very time great changes were in contem- 
plation. 

It is clear that preparations were being made for 
increasing the width of the aisles — this is shown by 
the continuation of the areh mouldings at their eastern 
ends — and for ext«ndiDg the transepts, and giving them 
aisles westward, as shown by the jambs kept in place 
on tlie aisle walls. But, owing very likely to the cause 
I have mentioned, these plans of extension had to be 
given up, and the diurch had to be hastily finished on 
tlie old ground plan. A plain arcade was constructed, 
and the arches simply recessed and chamfered, but the 
main arches of the crossing are enough to show us 
something of the scale on which the church was 
intended to be finished. The parapet of the south 
transept gable ia of Decorated work. 

To this period, and to about the date 1383, may 
be referred the fine chinch images which were 
found during the restoration in 1887. Two o£ these 
were of angels, no doubt from the corbels of the 
nave roof. They are well designed, the carving of 
the highest character, the colouring and gilding beauti- 
fully executed. Instead o£ bearing musical instruments, 
they hold scrolls in their hands. I cannot identify 
the inscriptions. The most remarkable point about these 
figures is the position in which they were found. They 
were built into the spandrels of the south arcade of 
the nave, their back surfaces flush with the nave wall, 
but their front painted surfaces carefully preserved by 
being surrounded by cavities left in the walling; so 
that when the outside stones were removed, for the 



^^^^^KMte of letting in tlie corbels for the principals of 
Uie aisle roof, tlie figures were seen each in a little 
Diclie in the wall Only two of these figures have 
Iuthi:rto been found, but there can be little doubt that 
others exist in corresponding Bituations. 

On the removal of the two lai^e useless buttresses on 
the west front, two shallow niches were found. The 
existence of these was. however, seen previously to the 
removal of the buttresses, which did not entirely cover 
tlum. The canopies over them are lofty, with ball 
mod flower ornaments. When the buttresses had been 
lowered to about six or eight feet from the ground, 
two large figures were found. 

That in the buttress on the south was of an archbishop 
or pope, in amice, alb, stole, and maniple; dalmatic, tunic, 
chasuble, with anchors as a pattern, and pallium. The 
hands are gloved, the right with ring, in the attitude 
of blessing; the left grasping fragment of stall', of which 
other fragments were found. The head and top of the 
staff are luiasing. At the feet on right side of figure 
are the shaft and ring of anchor— the emblem of St. 
Clement. Tlie figure is three-quarter size, sculpture 
remarkably goo<l; the whole of the vestments were 
coloured and gilt, but in process of joining the fiug- 
ments in which the figure was found, the greater 
part of the coloui- was unavoidably lost. The other 
figure is of the same size, and is that of St. 
Christopher. This is complete, but the infant Saviour, 
which is borne on the left shoulder, has the 
bead missing. The traces of colour were unmistakeable 
when the figure was first found, but have been 
lost ; this figure was wetter and softer than the other 
when found. 

A small Decorated fragment was found in the chancel 
wall — it is a typical bell-wether, forming part of plinth 
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or moulding. 
fouDci. 



It is now tixecl close to wliort; it ' 



Tkird Poinded, — All tlie windows in the church are 
Perpendicular, with the exception of a restored one in 
the chancel. But they are of very different date and 
merit. The grand range of fourteen clerestory windows 
on each side, and all the windows west of the chancel, are 
fourteenth century, or early flowing Perpendicular. Those 
in the chancel are later, of inferior design — more harsh 
and angular. The east window poorest of all. Including 
the vestry, there arc eighty-one windows in the church 
which are glazed. Among the fragments preserved is 
one of good areading, with separate cornice and battle- 
ment. This appears to have been part of the reredos, 
and was found built up in one of the great buttresses. 

In the lantern, besides the curious east window, are 
four brackets or springera, of late fifteenth-century work, 
evidently intended for the riba of a fan-tracery vault. 
It may have been that the existence of the window 
was felt as a difficulty in the way of the construction 
of this vault. 

Tlio poi-ch and tower are of late Perpendicular. The 
lower stage of quati-efoiled panels of both range together.* 
The tower is detached from the wall of the north aisle, 
most likely to afford room for the widening of the 
aisle, as already referred to. The pinnacles of the porch 
and tower, as well as of the aisles, did not exist in 
Cotman's plates of 1817. They were, in fact, added in 
or about the year 1849, when the Eev. R E. Blencowe 
was Rural Dean. The south-west turret was at that 
time used as a chimney, with a red tile chimney pot on 
the top, the fireplace being the archeti doorway below. 

} But the vork in the poToh u more omamuntod Lhiin that in tho tower. 
Tlicce tan iliieldi in the qiutrefoili. 



The porch 13 late Porpcndicular, and was evidently 
intended to carry a parvise. 

The grandest, most conspicuous, and sifriiificaut feature 
in an old Etifjlish churcli, was the chancel screen, with 
its rood-loft or gallery ; and the great rood brooding 
over all. This would iuiniediately seize the attention 
of everyone entering, and must be carefully taken into 
account by anyone who would form a correct notion 
of the architectural proportions and acoustic effect of 
our churches. By the screen the church would, in 
effect, be divided into two halls or apartments, ecMih to 
a certain extent entire in itself. The separation of the 
two was more complete during the season of Lent, when 
the great purple veil wa« hung from the loft. Certain 
parts of the service were rendered from the loft, which 
■was stnctly the iirst place to be called the pulpit. The 
altar, with its surroundings, was more simple than is 
now the case in many of our modem churches, and 
the rcredos was low, generally a simple arcade, with 
curtains. 

Of this great screen and gallery no remains exist 
in Terrington Church ; but the turrets at the anglea 
between Lransepte and chancel still contain, each of 
them, a staircase which gave access at a low level, 
through a doorway, of which the jambs and lintel can 
still be traced, to the i-ood-loft; higher up to chancel 
roof; and still higher, to the roof of the lantern. The 
north turret waa unavoidably blocked up during the 
restoration of the chancel ; the south turret is still 
practicable. The old finials of the north and south-west 
turrets are on gate posts in the stable yard at Lovell's 
Hall. 

There are portions of six altars still in the church: 
three of stone, three of wood. 1, the high altar slab 
of stone, now beneath the holy table ; S, 3, a stone 



slab in each ti-ansept ; 4, the Elizabethan tehle or 
"oyster-board" in the vestry; 5, the Georgian table in the 
north transept; 6, the new holy table over the old 
slab. 

The font is a fine fonrteenth-century one, but badly 
split by the heavy iron stanchions which uphold the 
cover. The upper part of the cover is supposed to be 
Flemish work, but patched and altered. The paintings 
in the lower part aro gi'otesque, but curious — the 
temptation, fasting, and baptism of our Lord, with 
the motto, Voce Pater, Natus corpore, FLavien ave.* The 
font probably stood originally in the west bay of 
the south aisle, where there are mai-ks of what was 
probably an ambry for the oils. 

The two tablets in the transepts in black letter of 
Lord's Prayer and Creed aro in their original situations: 
very fine, dated 1635. 

The floor level of the transept and one bay to the 
west is one step higher than that of uave and aisles 
further west The step, which is just outside the 
reading pew, was turned into a slope for the bath 
chair of Sir Graham Hamond. Of course, this was all 
west of the rood screen, and therefore not for the choir. 
The same arrangement of levels exista at Walpole 
St. Peter. What was its object I cannot suppose. 

The classical screen and doors at the west end o£ 
the nave are all good of their kind, and will be 
preserved. 

The finest features of the church are the west front; 
which, as a composition telling its own tale, and the 
natural termination of the building, is scarcely to be 
surpassed ; and the long range of fourteen clerestory 
windows, which is very effective, and was said by 

' The Father (revBalwl) by the voiue: tho Sod, by the hody; the Spirit, 
by Ibe liird. 



Mr. John Walter to be one of the finest things id England. 
Inside, the five arches on the east wall of the nave, 
matching the five lights of the lantern window, are 
noticeable. 

The parapets of the three principal gables, those of 
the nave, the south and north transepts, are all 
different. That of the west gable is areaded, vertically 
to the horizon. That of the south ti-ansBpt is finished 
with a flowing Decorated pattern, bnt with the ends 
areaded, with two shields at the east end and one at 
the west end. That of the north transept is areaded 
throughout, but perpendicularly to the line of work. 
No cross on the north gahle, two fine old ones on west 
and south, that on the eastern gable is new. The cross 
on the west gable is not shown in Cotman's print of 
1817. 

The two existing flying buttresses are old. The 
imposts for a series may be seen on the walls of 
the north clerestory. 

Tlie smalt tablet, and iron fencing, in the middle o£ 
the nor til chancel wall, are well worthy of notice as 
excellent examples of their style and date. 

The bosses fixed on the planking of the modem roof 
are of plaster, most likely cast fi-oni old wooden ones. 
They are a source of possible danger, tliough the 
Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings made 
a great point of their being preserved in 1887. 

The plate is massive : the alms dish, 34 oz., dated 
1743; two flagons, 19 oz. each, 1754, given by the 
Rev. Dr. Newcome, a former vicar; the chalice, 11 oz., 
dated 1692, was given by " Thomas Moyea, Peter Daley, 
a parishioner." The registers date fi-om 1598. 
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Measurements carefully taken by Dr. Secconibe 
aiid Mr, Bi^ant, 25th August, 1887. 

Chancel. — Length of south side, 56 ft. 10 in. ; north 
side, 56 ft. Width at east end, 22 ft. 8 in. ; at west 
end, 22 ft. 5 in. 

Transepts. — Width, north end, 26 ft. 4 in. ; south 
end, 26 ft. 4 in. Length, north to south, 54 ft. 2 in. 
Depth of south transept, 16 ft. 9 in. ; north transept, 
16 ft. 5 in. 

Length of Church, end to end, 166 ft. 9 in. inside. 

Nave. — Length from chancel arch to west end inside, 
110 ft. 9 in. Width of nave and aisles, 46 ft 8 in. 

Length of Bays on south side, beginning at the 
east: L, 12 ft.; IL, 11 ft. 7^ in.; Ill, 11 ft. 6 in.; 
IV.,* 11 ft. G in.; V., 11 ft. 6 in.; VI., 11 ft. 8 in.; VII., 
12 ft. 

Tower. — Height, 80 ft. to base of parapet. Inside 
measurement, at level of ringing chamber, 16 ft. 4 in. by 
16 ft. 4 in. 



The Inscriptioihs on the Bells: — 

1. Tho*. Lester made me. 

2. lOHN GOLDSMITH, S^ + MARIA, 1711, G. 

OSIER, R. SCOTT (medallion of wlieatsheaf). 

3. John Mudd and William Wright, Churchwardens, 1816 

(by Dobson). 

4. + NUNC CLEMENS EGO CANO VOBIS ORE 

JUCUNDO, 1595. R. W., R H. (Medallion).* 

5. T. NEWMAN, FECIT. lOHN BASELY & 

WILLIAM WILLEMOT, C. W., 1731. 

6. Arnold and Osbom, fecit, (sic) 1778. 

» See UEstrange's Church BelU of Norfolk, pp. 78, 221. 
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The following list of the armorial bearings on the 
battlements of the church is extracted chiefly from the 
Rev. R Farrer's Church Heraldry of Norfolk, iL 220 : — 

On the Battlements of the South Aisle. 

1. Plain. 

2. (Gules), an eagle displayed (or), Godard or Goddard. 
This family held lands here from the thirteenth century, 
and at Walpole St. Peter's, where the arms, quartering 
Denver, are on the south porch. 

3. Quarterly (or and gules). In the second quarter an 
annulet (sable) ; a border (of the last) bezant^e, Rochford. 
This was also a manorial family at Walpole. 

4. (Gules), three dexter gauntlets pendent (or); a 
canton chequy (of the second and azure), Denvei\ Walter 
Godard married Catherine Denver, and held the manor of 
Denvers in Walpole in the 5th of Richard II. 

6. (Gules), a bend between six cross-crosslets fi tehee 
(argent), Howard. William Howard purchased lands here 
in the 20th of Edward I., and Howard's manor still exists. 

6. (Sable), a chevron between three crosses patonce 
(or), John Fordham, Bishop of Ely, 1388 to 1425. The 
Bishops of Ely were lonls of the principal manor here. 
This shield gives an approximate date to the church. 

7. A fess engrailed between three trefoils slipped. 

8. (Gules), a fess between six cross-crosslets (or), 
Beaticharap. 

9. Plain. 

10. (Azure), three cinquefoils (or), Bardolf This 
family held a manor here. 

11. Plain. 

12. (Azure), three escallops (argent). Scales. 

13. Plain. 

14. On a chevron three trefoils slipped, Walbodef 



12 

This family held lands here in the 21st of Edward III. 
On the chancel seats at St. Margaret's, Lynn, this shield 
is carved. 

On the Batdementa of the North Aisle. 

15. Cross and crown of thorns, with nails. Shield 
of the Passion. 

16. Scourging pillar between whip and spear in pale. 
Ditto. 

17. An anchor ? 

18. (Gules), three crowns (or), See of Ely. 

19. Bishop Fordhaniy as No. 6. 

20. (Argent), a bend (gules), Tyrington. 

21. A cross flory. 

On the Battlements of the Tower. 

22. Shield of the Five Wounds. 

23. A chevron between three mullets. 

24. A chevron between three crowns. 

25. A saltire, St. Andrew. 

26. A bend sinister between four crosses patonce. 

27. An anchor, St. Clement. 

28. Two swords in saltire, St Paul. 

29. A chevron between two crosses. 

30. A cross, St. George. 

31. Bishop Fordham, as Nos. 6 and 19. 

32. Shield of the Passion. 

33. Bishop Fordham. 

34. Two keys in saltire, St. Peter. 

On the North Buttress of the Tower. 

35. Much worn. Probably Rochford, with annulet in 
the second quarter. 



Ijiamts on l^e Wimtn, 



COMMUKICATKD BY 



JOHN JAMES COULTON. 



Like the Nar,^ the Wissey runs its course wholly in 
West Norfolk. It has two chief sources, at Biudenham 
and Dunham. The streams meet at Holme Hale, and 
run through or by Pickenham, Cressingham, Hilborough, 
Bodney, Langford, Ickborough, Stanford, Buckenham 
Parva, Colveston, Lynford, Mundford, Cranwich, Did- 
lington, Northwold, Fouldon, Whittington, Stoke Ferry, 
Wretton, Wereham, West Dereham, Roxham, Fordham, 
Hilgay, and Denver, where the river falls into the 
Great Ouse, a little above Denver Sluice. In its course 
it receives an affluent from Carbrooke, through Watton, 
Ovington, and Saham Tony, and others from Cockley 
Cley, Methwold, and Oxburgh. 

I will speak first of the river name, and then of 
the place-names in alphabetical order. 

The first mention I have found of the river name 
is by Dugdale (History of Imbanking, 1662, p. 95) 
who says that at a Session of Sewers, 17 th Eliz., it was 
ordered "that the river of Wisse, extending from 

'For "Names on the Nar" see vol. xi. p. 20S, of the Society's 
publications. 
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"Whittington to Stoke Bridge, be elenseil, and made 
"in bredth xl foot." 

Bloraefield {vi. 138) "cannot learn that it has any 
"name, till, being joined by other rivulets, it is called 
"below Cranwich, &c, the Wissey." In the same volume, 
however (p. 11), he says that in Holme Hale "was also 
"a hamlet called Emefoi-d, which stood by the bridge 
" that retains ita name at this day .... this bridge is 
"over a small stream that arises at East Bradenham, 
"and runs thence to the Pickenbams, and probably was 
" anticntly known by the name of Erne." Compare here 
the river Erne and two loughs of the same name in 
Ireland: also Eyneford Hundred in Norfolk. But the 
name of Erue for our river, if it ever existed, has 
merged in that of Wissey. 

The derivation of this is pretty clear. Ox, Ouse, Usk, 
Esk, Isk, Ick, Is, Isis, Wis, are forms of a river name 
frequent iu Britain, and not unknown elsewhere. To 
the native Wis the Normans added their eau, making, as 
so often happens, a double water name. This addition the 
English changed into e, ea, or ey, and so we get Wissey, 
A similar process in Cornwall gives us Saint Issey on the 
north, and Mevagissey on the south coast. And so comes 
Wisbech Eye, the channel in the Wash that leads to the 
Nene. And Eau Brink is in common pronunciation Eabrink. 

"In what follows I have used these abbreviations: — 
D. for Domesday (Norfolk), photozincographed 1862. 

B. for Blomefield's Hist, of Norfolk, U vols., 1805. 
M. for Munford'a Loc<.d Names in Norfolk, 1870. 

C. for my suggestions. 



BoDNEY. D. 254, Bodeneia; 257, Budeneia. B. vi. 13, 
a dwelling or abode by the water. M., Bode, Bodin, a 
personal name. C, Bodingey, Boding isle ; compare 
Bodington, town of a tribe of Bodings. 
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This theory of place names ending in ney, seems to 
explain some obscure words, e,g,, Cockney (Cocking, 
Cockington), Hackney (Hackington), Putney (Put- 
tenham). 

Bradenham. D. 118, 253, Bradenham ; 287, Bradeha; 
320, Bradeham. B, vi. 138, broad, the houses being 
scattered. Jf., personal name, brad, broad. C, a home 
of Bradings, compare Brading. 

Ing often in spelling, and oftener in pronunciation, 
becomes en. Thus in Norfolk, Buckingham becomes 
Buckenham. And in 3rd Ekiw. III. (Dugdale, 302) the 
Shireeve of Huntcndonshire. 

Buckenham. D. 269, 316, Buckenham. B. I 369, from 
bucks, not beech trees. Jtf., buc, beech trees ; bucca, 
buck ; boc, charter. C, the home of a tribe of Buckings 
corrupted (as in Bradenham) into Bucken. 

Carbrooke. D. 254, 314, Cherebruc, Weskerebruc. 
B. ii. 234, Car by the brook. Jf., turn or bending or 
swampy ground. C, the car brook. 

Cley (Cockley). D, 23, Cleia; 118, 336, Claia ; 
247, Cleie torpa; 254, Cules torpa. jB. vi. 36, from 
the stream or river that rises at the head and runs 
through the midst of the town, and so to Gooderstone 
and Oxburgh, where it falls into the Wissey ; compare 
Cleybrooke, Cleydon. J/., Clay, or perhaps personal ; 
Cockley, perhaps from an early lord, but more likely 
from water. C, Cley, clay, Sheaf 8 Etymol, Diet 1882; 
Cockley, watery meadow. 

Cleythorpe and Culesthorpe seem to be hamlets. Com- 
pare Clee, Clecthorpes, Sculthorpe. 



roi.vESTitNE. D. 108, Coves tuna. 



ii. 229, Sas. 



cove, B small creek. M., A,S. cof, cove, a cove or 
recess (of the Wissey) ; or personal, Coolf or Cunlf. 
C, Colv's town ; compare Colva (Colv island). 

Craswicb. D. 108, Crane Wisse, B. ii. 222, turn 
of the Wissey. M., cran, a crane. C, Crane river; so 
Norwich, North river (Wensam, north of Waveney). 

Cressinohah. D. 165, Cresinegliaha ; 178, gresinghaha, 
cressiiighaha ; 253, Cressingaham ; 337, Creaingham. B. 
vi. 94, Cres-ing-hain, the village at the meadows by the 
ereke or rivulet. M., a filial settlement of the Cressings, 
founded by one Cres or Cress. C, home of Cressings ; 
compare Cressing, Gressenhall. 



Denver D, 103, Danefella. B. vii. 315. smtetl in 
a valley by the water. M., Den, or perhaps Daoe. field, 

C, Dane shore, ver being the remains of over, ufer, 
a shore (Taylor, Woi-ds and Places, 1885, 2i0). Skeafc 
(weir) says that ver is a fishing station. This may be 
the origin of the noble and antient name of De Vere. 

D. 2G7, mentions a family of de Ver. 

Plaee nanius ending iu er will, I think, usually be 
founil near water, Er may mean water, as Re does 
(Taylor, 13T). Er and B« may he interchangeable, as 
Ox and Usk, 

Whether the prefix " Dane " throws any light on the 
origin of " the famous Roman Way from this place to 
" Peterborough over the great level of the fens, about 
" twenty-four miles " (B. vii. 321) is an interesting enquiry. 
And the old name of Peterborough, Medhamsted, has 
a Danish termination. 

The frequent differences between the spelling of a place . 
name in Doviesday and that by which it is now known. 
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and in Domesday itself between names supposed to mean 
the same place, may, I think, be explained by the 
supposition that there was more than one place bearing 
some similarity of name, e.g., Dane-fella and Dane-over, 
Dane-clearance and Dane-shore, or that the same place 
was known by different names. It seems unlikely that 
a scribe, however little versed in the native tongue, 
should write Danefella when he meant Denver, or any 
word like it. 

Dereham (West). D, 331, Dereham. B., from the 
British word Dur, water, being near the fens and 
the river Wissey, and also having three or four little 
rivulets or streams of water running through it ; thus 
Durham, Derby, &c. if., Germ, thier; A.S., deor, deer 
or wild animal. C, Deer home {Tayloi^ 320). 

DiDLiNGTON. D. 117, 273, Dudelingatuna. B, vi. 87, 
offers no etymology, but calls it Dudlington, after 
Domesday, M., a home of Dudlings, descendants of 
Duddo or of Doddo, a famous Earl of Mercia. C, home 
of Didlings ; compare Didling, Dillington. 

Richard Holditch, lord in 39 Edw. III., was probably 
an ancestor of the old Lynn family of that name. 

Dunham. D. 54, 254, Dunham. B, ix. 48, Home on 
the down or hill, in which M. and C, agree. 

FoRDHAM. D, 103, 209, Forham ; 214, Phorham ; 255, 
Phordham ; 334, 338, Fordeham. B, vii. 366, Ford, from 
a causeway over a fenny ground to Helgay. J/., Ford. 
C, Ford home. 

FoULDON. D. 72, Fulenduna; 117, Fugalduna; 267, 
Phuldona. B, vi. 36, from the plenty of wild fowl 
VOL. xil] c 
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which frequents it. M,, Fugel, fowl. C, Fowl hill; 
compare Foulmire (Fowl mere), Fulbeck, Fulboum, &c. 

HiLBOROUGH. R 118, Hildeburh Wella. B. vi. 112, 
seated on the decline of a hill in a springy ground. 
Jf., a nook of land near the joining of two rivers ; A.S., 
hilde, battle; burh, station. C, Burgh of Hillings; com- 
pare Hilling, Hillington, &c. 

The burgh, I suppose, is now the site of the parish 
church. The ling seems to have been dropped here, and 
in Welbury and Welford. 

HiLGAY. D. 56, Halingheia; 102, Hidlingheia ; 213, 
Hidlingeia. B. vii. 369, a village on a hill, surrounded 
with water and fens. M,, Patronymic. C, Hillingay, 
Hilling Isle ; compare Hilling, &c. 

The alternative modern spelling and pronunciation, 
Helgay, has no support from Doinesday. But supposing 
it to be antient, it would be Hellingay, Helling Isle. 

Holme Halk D, 23, 237, Holmus. B, vi. 7, land 
enclosed with water. Jf., Holm island. Hale hall. C, 
an island retreat, hale being the Teutonic hal, hide — 
Skeat. 

ICKBURGH. D. 108, Inkeburna {B. thinks this is In 
Keburn); 255, Icheburna ; 266, Icchebuma ; 316, Icheburc, 
B. ii. 232, a town or burgh on the bum or brook. Jtf., 
Ick, an eai'ly Anglo-Saxon or Frisian proprietor. C, Ick, 
a tribal name ; compare Hickling, Icklingham ; the bum 
or the burgh (see Denver) of the Icks or Icklings. The 
burgh may be the site of the parish church. 

Langford. D. 257, Langaforda. B. vi. 20, Longford, 
M., lang, long. C, Long Ford. 
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Ltkford. D. 131, Lineforda; B. ii. 263, a fenny or 
miry passage, or^ as some will have it, a spreading 
water. M,, lind, a lime tree, or a personal name. C, 
Marsh ford. 

Methwold. D. 65, Methel Walde; 107, Metel Walde. 
5. ii. 201, the wold between North wold and Hock wold, 
the Middle Wolde, and thus, he says, it was wrote 
temp. Hen. II. 3/., middle or perhaps meth, mead, 
metheglin. C, middle wold. 

Methwold Hithe. D, 108, Otrinkeehia, Otringheia. 
Jf., a filial settlement of the family or descendants of 
Otre or Otro. B, ii. 203, treats these as one town, which 
he identifies with a place written in 1503 Otringeithe, 
in 1428 Otringhithe, and at the Dissolution Oteringhithe. 
If this is so, the termination ia or eia, island, was in 
little more than a century corrupted into hithe. The 
double mention in Domesday, with a diflferent spelling 
(although only seven lines intervene) and Wetinge 
coming between them, suggest that these may have 
been two islands on the Little Ouse, one above and 
the other below Weeting, occupied by tribes of Otrings 
or Otterings ; compare Ottery, Otterington. 

Bromhill Priory was founded in or about the reign of 
John (B, ii. 203), and it is possible that the Otterings, 
voluntarily, or more probably by compulsion, gave up 
their isle for its site, and migrated to Methwold. So 
the Priory of Pentney wa^ founded in the Isle (Eya) in 
the Nar (B. ix. 38). Such sites had the double advan- 
tage of protection and water supply. 

Many tribal names survive as surnames. Oder, Hodder, 
Otter, are forms of water, and James Watering, who 
died at Lynn in 1845, may have been a descendant of 
these Otterings. 

c 2 
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MuNDFORD. D. 108, Mondefort; 149, Mundeforda; 
210, Mondeford. B. ii. 242, from Mund, which signifies 
in the Saxon tongue a rampart or place of defence. 
-If., Mund; A.S., mound; Ford should be fort. (7., the 
mound ford. The mound seems to have disappeared. 

NoRTHWOLD. D. 107, North Walde ; 210, Nort Walde. 
B, ii. 210, Wold from its situation in an open champaign 
country, and North in respect of Methwold and Hockwold. 
if., North wood, or w^old, an open champaign country, 
a, North Wold. 

OviNGTON. Not mentioned in D. B, supposes included 
in Saham (ii. 296), and says it is the town of pasture 
land lying by the water, called in old evidences Uvyton, 
Eaffington, Offington. Jf., settlement of descendants 
of Offa or Uffa. C, Offingtown ; compare Uffington. 

OxBURGH. D. 188, Oxenburch; 273, Oxenburh. B. 
vi. 168, from its site on the Ouse or Wissey. -Jf., A.S. 
Oxa, an Ox, C, the burgh or hill fort on the Wissey 
(or Ox). 

But where is the burgh ? I find none here, but I 
think it may be found close by, at Caklecot, D, 246, 
Caldanchota; 253, Caldachota; where there is a hill 
crowned by a ruined church; and at a little distance 
is a rude cinerary, containing calcined human bones, 
apparently a burial place of Romans or Romanized 
Britons. The hill I take to be the original Oxburgh 
(Wissey Fort). The Wissey is the slender remains of 
a wide expanse of water, that in old times covered the 
site of the present Oxburgh. The gradual subsidence 
of the sea level, described by Robberds in his Eastern 
Valleys of Norfolk, left dry a gradually increasing 
area. The population, which had grown up round the 
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burgh, followed the water, and, by degrees, the old 
village was deserted, and its name transferred to a 
new one, built on the soil left dry by the retreating 
water. 

The Romans, no doubt, took possession of the Devil's 
Dyke and its termini^-one (still remaining) at Narburgh, 
and the other, I think, at Caldecot — and built there 
a military station, which, at their departure, became a 
shelter where wayfarers found lodging, but not food 
or fire. Such disappointing hostels were called by the 
Saxons, Cold Harbour or Caldecot (cold cottage), names 
which occur in various parts of England, on or near 
roads formed or used by the Romcms; and so the 
name Oxburgh, which had found a new place, was 
superseded in the old one by Caldecot. 

PiCKENHAM. D, 22, Pickenham; 72, Picheham; 119, 
Pichenham ; 320, Pikham. B. vi. 65, no etymology, 
if., personal name, Pik. C, pik, a pike (fish), or 
Piking, the name of a tribe. The c is superfluous. 

RoxHAM. D. 334, Rochesham. 5. vii 397, no 
derivation. Jf, Roc, personal, perhaps Germ, rauch, 
rough. C, Home of aurochs (wild ox); compare Wrox- 
ham. D. 47, Urocsham ; 240, Urochsham ; 218, Uroches- 
ham. 

The sound denoted by U seems to have been dropped 
here before D, 

Saham Tony. D. iii. 149, Saham. B. ii. 325, the 
dwelling at the great water, or sea. M.y Sea or mere. 
C, like Marham, lake or water home, perhaps a lake 
village. 

Tony (in later times) from its lord. 
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Stanford. jD. 260, Estanforda; 316, Stanforda. B. 
ii. 250, stony ford, if., stan, stone. C, Stone Ford. 

Stoke Ferry. D. 244, Stokes; 285, 333, Stocbes. 
B, vii. 437, not as is thought by some from stock, that 
is some wood, but from stow, a dwelling or habitation, 
and lies by the water, as Cheswiek, Chesham, Cheston. 
-J/., A.S. stoc, stock, trunk, a place strengthened with a 
stockade. C, a stockade. Here, in later ages, was a 
ferry, now superseded by a bridge. 

Watton. D. 131, Wadetuna. B, ii. 312, town by 
the wade or ford. M., ford town. C, agrees. 

Wereham. D. 244, Wigreham. £., from a stream or 
run of water issuing out of a pond in the midst of the 
town. M., A.S. Wer, inclosure or personal name, Wigar, 
Wigre. C, Water home ; Wigre seems an old name for 
water. The form in D. survives in the surname Wigram. 

Whittington. D., not mentioned. B. ii. 221, no 
etymology. M., Patronymic. C, town of Whittings ; 
compare Whittingham. 

Wretton. D.y not mentioned. B. v. 509, or Wire- 
tam, from a stream of water running throught it. Jtf., 
as Wereham, or A.S. ret, rot, cheerful ; or Wro. Icel. 
lira, Dan. vrau, Swed. vra, a comer. C, a river name, 
as in Wretham, Retford. 

On comparing the place-names on the two West 
Norfolk rivers, Nar and Wissey, we may observe that 
while the Nar has one ford, Narford, the Wissey has 
six, Fordham, Langford, Lynford, Mundfcrd, Stanford, 
and Watton, the Wissey being, I suppose, not so wide 
and deep as the Nar. 
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On the Nar were three islands, Bilney, Pentney, and 
Wormegay; and on the Wissey three also, Bodney, Hil- 
gay, and Holm. On the Nar one Burgh, Narburgh. 
On the Wissey three, Hilburgh, lekburgh, and Oxburgh, 
besides a mound, Mundford ; shewing, perhaps, that the 
Wissey was more in need of artificial defence. 

Another, and much more remarkable difference, is that 
although, in Domesday, salinae are frequently mentioned 
on the Nar, even so high up as Mileham, I have not 
found one on the Wissey, nor even on the Ouse. Now 
whether these salinaB were salt pans, salt pits, salt works, 
or salt marshes, their absence on these two rivers, 
coupled with their frequency on the neighbouring Nar, 
is very striking, and seems to show that the Wissey, 
and its recipient the Ouse, were, antiently, not tidal 
rivers. And this inference remarkably accords with 
Badeslade's assertion, apparently from tradition {Naviga- 
tion of King's Lynn, 1766, § 2), that the antient outfall 
of the Great Ouse was not at Lynn but at Wisbech 
(Ousebeach), and that its waters were, at some period not 
stated, diverted by an artificial cut from Littleport into 
the Little Ouse, and so to Lynn ; and this statement 
is adopted by Wells (Bedfoi'd Level, vol. i., pp. 26, 752.) 

So great an addition to the water before descending 
by the Little Ouse to Lynn, would, of course, flood 
both Lynn and places above it, as Terrington and Wig- 
genhall, and account for their total omission or slight 
mention in Domesday, 

On this hypothesis the Nar was emphatically, as it was 
often called, the Lynn River ; the Little Ouse, augmented 
by the Wissey, being its affluent, and, with it, forming 
the haven of Lynn. 

Below Lynn salinae were very numerous, but decreased 
in number towards the sea ; there being thirty at Gay wood, 
twenty at Wootton, twelve at Rising, eight at Babingley, 
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one each at Ingoldisthorpe, Dersingham^ Snettisham, and 
Heacliani^ and none at Hunstanton or Holme. 
And with these remarks I close my paper. 

P.S. — In my "Names on the Nar" (Original Papers, 
vol. XI., p. 221) I hazarded a conjecture on the Norse 
foundation of Rome and origin of its name, a conjecture 
which I think will be strengthened if I may suppose 
the Norse leader to have borne the Scandinavian name 
of Orm, so easily transposed into Rom, and Latinized 
into Romus and Roma. That Rome was not the native 
name we know from Macrobius {Satutm, iii. 9) "nam 
" propterea ipsi Romani et deum in cujus tutel& urbs 
'' Roma est, et ipsius urbis Latinum nomen, ignotum 
"esse voluerunt." 
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Blomefield's History of Norwich^ until the latter part of 
tlie reign of Eling Henry III., is very deficient in local 
details^ with the single exception of the period when the 
Domesday Survey gives a fairly full description of the 
burgh. This deficiency is not to be wondered at when we 
remember that before that time the sources of local 
information are extremely scanty. The imcertain testimony 
of tradition, a chance notice in some early chronicler, a 
royal charter conveying some rather indefinite privileges, a 
coin with the name of a king and a moneyer; these, or 
such as these, were all the evidences which Blomefield 
bad at bis disposal. Apart from the account in Domesday, 



26 

perhaps it may be said that the earliest source of local 
information in the way of documentary evidence is the 
Report of the Proceedings of the King's Itinerant Justices, 
who sat here in 34th Henry III., 1250. The roll itself may 
be seen in the Public Record OflSce in London, and copious 
extracts from it are to be found in the Norwich Book of 
Pleas, It is curious that this should be the first from which 
extracts appear to have been preserved even in the fifteenth 
century, when the Book of Pleas was compiled, for it did not 
mark any particular stage in the history of the city, nor is 
there anything of special importance in the extracts. About 
this time the stream of local documents begins to flow, and 
increases in volume till in the two last decades of the 
century it becomes remarkably abundant. Several hundreds 
of original Deeds of Feofiinent, more than one thousand 
Enrolments of such deeds, seven Rolls of the Leet or Police 
Courts, besides some isolated Rolls of other kinds, in addition 
to the public Rolls of the Itinerant Justices, or of the 
Judges of Assize, constitute a wealth of evidence for this 
period, which probably few other towns possess. It is 
possible that not a little material still remains unexplored 
in the Public Record Office, and perhaps even in the 
Cathedral Treasury. On one point Blomefield seems to 
have availed himself of some source of information which 
I, at least, have never been able to discover. His account 
of the original foundation of many of the Norwich Churches 
is not taken from any documents which have come under 
my notice. That the Church of St. Peter Permountergate, 
for instance, was " originally a rectory belonging to Roger 
Bigot," is a statement the foundation of which I have 
never been able to ascertain. 

The present paper is not in any way intended to correct 
Blomefield's information, but to supplement it, partly by 
gathering up some few facts which have come to light since 
his time, and partly by pointing out some inferences or 
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conclusions as to earlier times, which may fairly be deduced 
from existing documenta For the latter the writer holds 
himself responsible, except where it is otherwise stated. 
A general chronological arrangement has been followed, 
not with a view of writing anything like a consecutive 
history, but only to reduce a number of stray items to some 
sort of order. 

1. — The Natural Features of the Site on which 

THE City is built. 

Mr. Harrod {Castles and ConrenfSy p. 130) was the first 
to draw attention to the frequent mention in early documents 
of a natural stream called the " Cockey," which flowed 
round the south-west and west sides of the Castle, and 
entered the river not far above Blackfriars* Bridge. 
Kirkpatrick had previously mentioned tliis and others in 
his now happily -recovered treatise on the Streets and Lanes 
of Noricich} In editing that volume for our Archaeological 
Society, I endeavoured to fill up the information from my 
own researches, and to point out what valuable evidence was 
afforded by these watercourses (whether perennial or not) 
as to the original features of the locality before it was 
settled and the existing streets were made. For the 
details there set forth, I may refer my readers to that 
publication (Appendix ii. p. 99). I will only summarize the 
result On the south or Castle side of the river a ridge of 
high ground, forming a watershed, extended from Bracondale 
along the line of Ber Street, and making, probably, a gradual 
descent from Golden Ball Street to Tombland, finally sunk 
down to the level of the river at the place where now is 
Fye Bridge. On the western side of this ridge was the 
valley occupied by the Great Cockey, with the ground 
rising rapidly again beyond it ; on the east was a steep 

* Keforred to in this Paper aa StretU and Lanes, 



k 



leoEvity, between which and the river was a traoF 
meadow land, very narrow at its aouthem end towards 
Carrow, but becoming very broad at its northern end, 
where, in Saxon times, it was called the " Cowholm," There 
can be little doubt that in primitive times, before the mouth 
of the estuary was blocked at Great Yarmouth, the whole 
of this naeadow must have been either permanently under 
water, or at least covered by the inflowing tide. Even in 
historic times, a church on the Cowholm was described as 
" St. Mary in the Marsh." The northern side of the 
river had also a similar, though less distinctly marked, 
ridge of high ground, commencing by St. Augustine's Gates, 
passing along the line of St. Botolph Street and Magdalen 
Street, and terminating opposite to the other, near Fye 
Bridge.* 

Besides the " oockeys," another indication of primitive 
topography may be found in the names "Conesford" and 
"Coselanye." The former name means the "King's ford." 
This must have been near Foundry Bridge.* and implies 
that in the time of the Angle kings there was a passage 
over the river there on foot. Such a passage could only 
have been possible at low tide, and at an earlier time the 
tides would flow there even more freely. The other name 
"Coselanye" describes some sort of an island of sufficient 
prominence to give its name to a district* This, coupled 
with the undoubted fact that the ground above Fye Bridge, 
in the district called Colegate, was low marshy ground,' 
would indicate that in primitive times Colegate and Coalany 
on one side of the river, and probably Nether AVestwick 
on the other, were the site of a broad, which would doubtless 
be afl'ectcd by the tide. 

If we can thus find indications of a time when the river- 
side meadows were no better than marshes or tidal lakes, it 



Slrtitt and Laru; p. 1 
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needs no great effort of the imagination to clothe the higher 
grounds with their primitive forests. Of this, also, one relic 
survived in the name " Merholt," ® or boundary wood, which 
lingered on a spot near the top of Middle Street till quite 
a late period. 

2. — Thb Roman Period. 

On the vexed question whether Norwich or Caistor was 
the Roman Station called Venta Icenorum, much has been 
written since Blomefield's time, with no conclusive result. 
Although no trace has been discovered of any general 
Roman occupation of the site of Norwich, our early 
documents may be held, I think, to prove the existence of 
a Roman road passing over the ground. The proof consists 
in the fact that the names of two of the earliest roadwavs, 
" Berstrete " and " Holmstrete," are formed with the Roman 
termination " strete," in marked contrast with the otherwise 
universal Danish termination " gate." ^ The line thus 
indicated followed, as might be expected, the line of the 
ridge just mentioned, from Bracondale ; crossed the present 
Bite of the Castle Hill to Tombland ; and then was diverted 
towards the east, passing through the site of the Cathedral 
to the line of the lower part of Bishopgate Street, for the 
purpose of traversing the river by a ford, at what was 
afterwards Bishop's Bridge. That there may have been a 
small station somewhere on the site of the Castle Hill to 
protect the passage of the river, is more than probable. 
It is also likely that there was another branch of the 
road, diverging at Tombland, and crossing the river by 
a ford at Fye Bridge. 

In confirmation of the existence of these roads, two 
interesting pieces of evidence may be adduced. The first of 
these is a statement made in Gough's edition of Camden's 

* Streets and Lantt, pp. 77 and 78. "* Ibm.f p. 104. 
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Britannia (vol. ii., p. 107). He says, " The workmen, in 
sinking a well within the walls of the Castle [i.^., at 
Norwich] about four or five years ago, when they came 
to the level of the ground without the ditches, found a 
regular and beaten foot-path used before the hill was thrown 
up." The well was doubtless that which was in use as long 
as the Castle was employed as a gaol, so the spot indicated 
is clear.^ In other respects — the exact depth, the direction 
of the road, and the material of which it was composed — 
the information is deficient, and it labours under the dis- 
advantage of not being testified by a competent eye-witness. 
A most fortunate chance, however, has relieved it of this last 
defect, and thereby added greatly to its value. Among the 
" Fenn Collections " which have recently come into the 
possession of our Society by the gift of the family of the 
late Dr. Frere, Master of Downing College, Cambridge, is a 
copy of Gough's Camden, so far as it relates to Norfolk. 
This copy belonged to Sir John Fenn, who states that he 
has marked in it all the paragraphs which were given by him 
to Gough.^ The statement just mentioned is one of those 
marked. We may be fairly certain, then, that Sir John Fenn 
himself saw this interesting relic, and was satisfied that it 
had existed and been used "before the Castle Hill was 
thrown up." This raises a question of great difiiculty. 
That the Castle Hill within the moat is artificial and not 
natural may be considered an ascertained fact, as proved by 
excavations made for the purpose while the keep was being 
cleared of its prison buildings. But when, and by whom, 
was it thrown up? Mr. Harrod (Castles and Convents, 
p. 144) thought that the outer earthworks and, therefore, 
the great mound were Celtic. The latest conclusion, after 

* Tho well was filled up at the recent alterations. Tt was a little to the 
south-west of the original well, which was then ro-opened and is still to be 
seen in the basement of the Keep. 

» In 1782. 
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Tery full investigation,* is that such great artificial mounds 
were the work of early Teutonic invaders, that is, in this 
part of the country, of the Angle chieftains. If the Celtic 
origin of the mound be held, the "foot-path" must be 
carried back to the days of the Iceni. If the mound be 
assigned to the Angles, the "foot-path'' would, without 
doubt, be Roman. It is a pity that Sir John Fenn used the 
indefinite expression " beaten." It seems almost impossible 
that soil buried at so considerable a depth for several 
centuries should have preserved the marks of having been 
trodden or hardened by traffic, so distinctly as to attract the 
attention of well-sinkers. He must surely have meant 
"paved," and if so, it can scarcely have been anything but 
the Roman way from Berstrete. 

The other piece of evidence is of an exactly similar kind, 
and relates to the (suggested) branch of the road by Fye 
Bridg^. About forty years ago, in the course of some 
alterations which were made at the premises of Messrs. 
Geldart, on the west side of Wensum Street, there was 
found a roadway paved with round cobble stones. It 
was at a depth of about 12 ft. below the level of the 
neighbouring road, and seemed to slope down towards the 
level of the bottom of the river. Such stones are found 
in the early round towers, and I cannot see what other 
explanation of the roadway can be given than that which 
was suggested at the time of its discovery, viz., that it 
led to a ford by which the river was crossed before the 
bridge was built. It was only about thirty yards distant 
from the river.^ 

* Especially by Mr. O. T. Clarke (Mediaval Military Architecture in 
England). 

' My informant is Mr. Robert Geldart, who himself saw the road. 
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3. — The Times of the Angles and Danes. 

Coming to the times of the Angle settlement, and in- 
cluding in it the subsequent invasion and settlement of 
the Danes, we arrive at the origin of the Norwich which 
has continued to the present day. Although, therefore, 
the first advent of the settlers was separated by some 
400 years from the Domesday Survey, and by 150 more 
from the great bulk of our early information, stiU, con- 
sidering that during that time the language — and to a 
great extent the institutions and customs of the inhabitants 
— were little changed, we may expect to find in our earliest 
documents many indications of still earlier times. Nor are 
we disappointed. If, with the help of these documents, we 
traced out a map of Norwich at the close of the thirteenth 
century, there would be quite sufficient evidence to be 
gathered from the topograpliical names and the directions 
of the streets, when compared with the consideration of 
the natural features already described, to enable us to 
follow out in imagination the growth of the borough. 
Here again I need not repeat what has already been 
presented to the members of tliis Society in Appendix 3, 
p. lO-t of Kirkpatrick's Streets and Lanes. Suffice it to 
say that first on the meadow ground of Nether Conesford, 
and afterwards on the similar localities of Nether Westwyk, 
Coslany, Colgate, and Fishergate, the roving invaders laid 
the foundation of the future city.^ Ere long, spreading up 

' We have not evidence enough to distinguish much between the work of 
the Angles and the Danes. The name *^ CuneHford " must have been given 
by Angles. *' Westwyk" clearly implies that the more easterly district of 
Conesford had preceded it. The termination " wyk " in Westwyk is probably 
Danish, and its settlement therefore might not be so early as that of 
^^Coselanye," a word of Saxon origin. Perhaps we may conjecture that 
Conesford was mainly the Angle settlement, but that some of their early 
settlers penetrated up the river, and planted themselves on the islandB 
and adjoining banks at Coselany, the districts of Colgate and Nether 



&e rising ground, thoy became coiinect«d with the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood by the main roads, which exiat 
to tbe present day. All these pre-Norman main streets had 
one common terminus, viz., Tonibland. This fact not only 
has an important bearing on tbe topographical develop- 
ment of the rising burgh, but, viewed in connection with 
tome other facts, gives us our first faint glimpse into what 
we may call its municipal organization. To see this more 
clearly, we must refer to the description of the city in 
DomfHiUiy Book. 

The Dometday account of the city is given in full by 
filomefieid,* and need not be repeated here. It consists, as 
must always be remembered, of two parts: an account of 
the city "in the time of King Edward "^ (the Confessor), say 
about 1060, and a further account of its condition "now," 
i.e., when the Survey was ordered by King William tha 
Conqueror in I0S6. It is with the first of these periods 
that we are now concerned. Blomefield carefully notices 
that tbe Survey describes tbe place in tbe days of King 
Edward as divided into three jurisdictions under three 
separate lordships. There were altogether 1320 burgesses, 
and they were divided in this manner: 1238 were under 
the joint jurisdiction of the King and tbe Earl, 50 were 
under the separate jurisdiction of the Bishop,* and 32 under 
that of the EarL Now, as Blomefield justly observes,' 

Wortwyk ba[og not yet fil for pennnnent ocoupBtion. Afterwardj the 
Dimei, from tha middls of the oiath cautur; onwitrilB. completed the 
ntUemniit of the rivenids distriAs &■ we find them in the dnya of tbe 
Coofeaior. In Woodnikid'e conjoclurol laKp of " North via, A.v. 1060'' 
(JVatvkA Caitli, Appeadii, PI. IV.}, ha hia incorrectly oonflned the 
pn-NoRDUi BottlemeDt to one aids of the tivur only. 
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* Kxpreswid in the Survey by tbe letters ' ■ T. H. E." 

' We muBt remember tliat '■ the Bishop" at that time was the Bjaiiop 
of Thettoril. uid liwt hia port hud Dothiug to do »itli the Cathedral, 
which woa not founded till much lutur. 

' I'age 12, note c, 
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there seems to be a dislinction drawn between the " tota 
villa," which included all three lordships and the " burgue," 
of which he says "That part under the jurisdiction of the 
King and the Earl was called peculiarly the Burgh, it 
being the far greater part." I should rather suggest that 
it was BO called because in it the burgesses specially enjoyed 
those privileges (whatever they were) which were included 
under that title. Historical students have not yet come to 
any cooclusion as to the precise meaning of a "liber burgus" 
before the Norman Conquest, or for some time after it. 
Without entering upon this question, we can hardly be far 
wrong in saying that in Norwich it must have meant that, 
to some extent, the burgesses were free to manage their own 
internal affairs, such as questions about their lands, and 
houses, aud trade disputes, debts and contracts, inheritance, 
and in general their local customs; and moreover, that in 
dealing with the King, or Earl, or Sheriff, and perhaps ia 
their commercial relations with outsiders generally, they 
could act as one community. Probably these privileges were 
always rather shadowy, and depended on the good-will of 
the king for the time being, The burgesses would have 
the right of meeting and discussing, and deciding questions 
in dispute according to their own traditionally -received 
principles. But they would not have the presidency of 
their court ; and whenever any pecuniary fines were 
inflicted on offenders, their lords, the king and earl, who 
held the " sac and soc," would take good care to claim 
them as part of their rights. 

This freedom and unity, modified though it was, would 
require organization and periodical meetings. There can be 
little doubt that these meetings took place on Tombland, 
and that the memory of them was long perpetuated by the 
name which our earliest documents give to the church now 
and for many ages called St. Michael at Plea, but formerly 
called St. Michael de Motstowe, or " Place of Meeting." The 
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why Tombland should have thus become the 
lenninus of the etreeta on both sides of the river, and the 
meeting place of the men of the Burgh, have been explained 
in the Streets atid Laiiea.* It was the point of junction 
between the districts of Conesford and Westwick and also, 
by the ford above-mentioned at Fye Bridge, between them 
lod the district Over the Water. 

Remembering the physical features already described, we 
mty picture to ourselves what Tombland may have been, say 
■boat 980, in the time of King Alfred, when the Danes 
wore fairly settled here. I would accept Mr. Rye's sugges- 
tioQ that the name means "vacant land."" The Roman 
road, which I have assumed to have passed direct from 
Berstrete to Tombland, was no longer there. The great 
mound of the Castle Hill, with its moat, had been thrown up 
over it, and further south,' the surrounding earthworks had 
caused it to be diverted towards the west. These earthworks 
skirted Tombland on its southern side.' Outaide of them, 
towards the north, stretched a large open space, perhaps 
a flat table-laud, falling away on the west to the Great 
Cockey, on the north to the (Fye Bridge) ford, on the east 
(at some little distance inside what is now the Close) to the 
meadow or marsh of the Cowholm, across which Holmstrete 

■ Page 106. 

• From Daniah "tommer," Tscant {Ityo: HUlsry of Norfolk, p. B n,) 
The othei interpretations are " Tomb -land," from its being the site of the 
CwMtery ofSt. Mieh«el'» Cbqrch; "Town.Und" [Kirkpntriek: S(ri,ti and 
Lnut, p. 63). The lost eounda appropriate, but would rather apply to 
oanunon puture land outride the towa, as wu tbe land now called the Town 
Glow. Tombland would originally te folk-land, and then part oF the 
King** land. When Cunnle established the earldom ot East Anglia be 
niut have conferred it dd the eul, who built his palace there. In 1096 
Bagei Bigod exchanged it with Bishop Herbert, who enclosed part io his 
monoitio precinct. The most frequent form of the word in documents prior 
h centory is " Tomlond." 

£ St Golden BaU Street. 

U the Post Office to Bank Plaia. 
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still ran in a direct line to the (Bishop's Bridge) ford. To 
this open apace cnrae, from the south, the maiii streets of 
Conesford ; from the west those of Westwyk ; from the 
north, over the ford, those of the district across the river. 
Here the burghers would hold their burgh-mote in the open 
air, and transact such business as was permitted thera, 

A further question arises r Was Tombland the site of the 
common market of the Suxon burgh? On this point our 
evidence is not at all conclusive. There is, however, one 
consideration which points that wav- In Norman times the 
Prior of the Cathedral Monastery claimed and maintained 
the right to hold a weekly market there. Now we know 
that the Normans held that such a right could only be 
obtained by royal grant, and we are tolerably sure that from 
at least very soon aft«r the Norman Conquest the Mancroft 
Market must have been established on its present site. The 
two were cerfainly antagonistic to each other. How then 
did they both come to exist? The most satisfactory 
explanation seems to be that the market in Mancroft arose 
from a royal grant probably at the time of the foundation 
of the New Burgh, while that on Tombland was the ancient 
market held by prescriptive right which passed successively 
through the hands of the King, the Earl, the Bishop, and 
the Prior. This would also account for the famous Tomb- 
land Fairs which formerly belonged to the Prior.* It may 
be that the "Cueria" or Cook Row (Wensura Street, 
between Tombland and the river) was a relic of a 
common market on Tombland, It certainly seems quite 
separated from anything else of its kind, when we find 
it on that spot in the thirteenth century. 

■ Tbe diaputci between the monkB and tho citizons about Tomblunil were 
flnnUy sotUed by the award cf Cardinal Wolaey in tho time of King Henrf 
VIU., vh«[i tbe monku resigned all rigbta outside the monaatery walls. 
Tbe citiami thus became lords of tbe fairs and of tho mnrket, if it still 
existed. 
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-ExTE>'T OP THE City in tub time op Eino 
Edward the Confessor. 
Jl'On this point Blotncfield, p. 10, makes a statement 
which hardly seems capable of proof. "Sueh," he says 
"was the magnitude of Norwich near 700 years ago [now 
more than 800], being then a Hundred by itself, contain- 
ing 883 acres of land and meadow, with a sheep's walk 
within its jurisdiction, so that it seems to have extended 
then about a mile beyond the present walls : but it did 
not continue long in this state, but daily increased in the 
peaceable reign of this king aa well as in the short one 
of bis successor, King Ilarold, &c." This does not appear 
a very probuble reality on the face of it. The circuit of 
the city, as Blomefield knew it, was formed in 1253, and 
he must, therefore, have supposed that its size had then 
decreased considerably from what it had been at the time 
of the Norman Conquest. Yet, in spite of Earl Balph's 
rebellion and the Conqueror's hard treatment, it had ItJSl 
burgesses in Stephen's reign, and increased in prosperity 
greatly during that century and the next. An examination 
of Blomefield's figures shews that he arrives at his " 883 
acres " on very insufficient evidence, by including every 
possible item, and assuming that they were all within the 
"Hundred of Norwich." But there are some difficulties 
which he passes over. It does not seem certain that 
some of the land of the burgesses is not mentioned twice 
over, or that the eighty acres said to be held by them in 
King Edward's time may not be the same as the eighty 
acres held by them in the Conqueror's time, and described. 
as in the Hundred of Humbleyard. These latter were 
held in Elng Edward's time, and sliould be included 
somewhere. Again, there are some difficulties of trans- 
lation. For instance, he translates "ij acras prati que 
jacebant ad ecclesiam Omnium Sanctorum," " two acres of 



meadow which did belong to the cburcL of All Saints " ; 
yet in a note ho says " I take this to mean All Sainte in 
Fybrigge Street, which atooii hy meadow ground ; and not 
All Saints in Ber Street, which could have none near 
it," as though he thought "jacebaut ad" really meant 
"adjoined." If we take it strictly bo, it raises a great 
difficulty in another case. Of the church of St. Michael 
on Tomblaud it is said " cui adiacent cxii Acre terre et vi 
prati et i Carucata," which Blomefield translates, " to 
which there belong 112 acres of land and six of meadow 
and (these are, or were accouuted for) one carucate."* 
Now, according to the Area book of the Ordnance Survey, 
the combined area of St. Mary in the Marsh (the Cathe- 
dral Close), St. Helen, St. Martin at Palace, St. Simon 
and St. Jude, St. Peter Ilungate, St. Michael at Plea, St. 
George Tombland, and a quarter of St Peter Permounter- 
gate, that is, the whole of this portion of Norwich, 
would only make up that amount. Moreover, twelve acrea 
belonging to St. Martin have just before been separately 
mentioned. It is unsafe, therefore, to asBume that all this 
land was actually within the hounds of the borough of 
Norwich. The whole area included within the circuit of 
the walls in the thirteenth century did not contain 600 
acres. 

There is in existence a very valuable document, which 
may help us to get a clearer understanding of the 
probable extent of the cily at this time. It is called 
" Historia Pundationis Eccleaie Cathedralis Norwicensis." 
It is printed in full in Dugdale's Monaslieon, iv. 14, 
from a copy found at the foot of the Chsrtulary of 
Binham Priory. It is also copied in full in the 
Guildhall Book of Plea».^ It is not exactly what it is 



' St. Michael's Church had " 
ttaj not this be it F See Bl. ii. 
' FoL 68. 



oaiucate of land " in Tarerham Tillage. 



called. It contains a statement of the rights of the 
monks as against the citizens, and must have been com- 
piled as late as the reign of Riciiard II., becnuBB it 
makes mention of the earlier Richard as "Richard I." 
This ia more than 120 jeais after 1253, but such matters 
as are complained of ■would be easily remembered for 
that time. The monks complain that when the citizens 
obtained leave in 1253 to enclose the city with a bank 
and ditch, they " could not do so without prejudice of 
olhers, by enclosing lands of other fees and other 
franchises, and lying in divers hundreds," &c. The whole 
passage ia printed in Slreels ami Lanes, p. III. There is 
here a distinct statement that certain parts within the 
walla (which were built on the bank) were, prior to 1253, 
reckoned as belonging to other Hundreds than the Hun- 
dred of Norwich. If this is correct, we must suppose 
they did not belong to the Hundred of Norwich in the 
time of King Edward the Confessor, and, therefore, 
formed no part of the burgh. Let us, so far as we can, 
subtract them, and see what result is arrived at. 

The part.s specified by the monks are eight. 1 — The 
Cowbolm and the land of St, Michael (i.e., speaking 
generally, the Cathedral precinct). These, they say, were 
in the Hundred of Clofield. Blomefield also states, p. 
330, " that before Bishop Herbert's time the Cowholm 
was in the parish of Thorpe and the Deanery of Blofield, 
2 — The land of Normannesland in the Hundred of 
Taverham. This was the parish of St. Paul Blnmefield, 
p. 799, says it was originally part of Thorpe and ia 
the Hundred of Blofield, which seems more likely. 3— 
The land of Tliedwardescroft or Great Newgate,* which 
they affirmed had previously formed part of the manor 
of Lakenham in the Hundred of Humbleyard. This is 
nov Suirey Street, formerly called the street of Great 
*Strt4U and Luna, p. 16. 
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Newgate. These three portions had all, ao the monka 
conteuded, been up to that time within the jurisdiction of 
the Prior and Convent. 

Then they come to 4 — Qosehill, an old name for the steep 
hill side between Berstreet and Conesford Street, towarda 
their southern end also called Boleler's Hills.' Thia per- 
tained to the Prioreea of Oarrow, and to the Hundred of 
Humblevard. 5 — The "aforesaid precinct of Neugate." 
Thia aeems to be a slight confusion, not meaning Great 
Newgate, as above, but Little Newgat«, afterwards St. 
Catherine's Close,* which, like the last, was in the jurisdiction 
of the Prioress of Carrow, and presumably also in the 
Hundred of Humbleyard. 6— The croft of St. Mary in the 
Fields, that is, Chapel Field, extending then nearly from 
Nedhum or St. Stephen's Street to St. Giles' Street. They 
do not specify in what jurisdiction or hundred this had been 
before the establishment of the College of St. Mary in the 
Fields, which took place shortly before this enolosure. 
Doubtless, like the adjoining parish of Heighara, it also was 
in the Hundred of Humblevard. 7 — The croft of St. 
Augustine, also called Gildeneroft, which covered n large 
district at the north-west of the city between St. Martin's 
and St. Augustine's Gntes." Here they say the BailifTa of 
the Hundred of Taverham were wont to hold their courts at 
the time of this protest. As this was originally the 
demesne land of the Manor of Toketborp, which in the 
Conqueror's time went with Cossey, it must almost certainly 
have been outside Norwich, 8 — Lastly, they say, " the 

commona of Norwich enclosed with ditches, other 

lands as far as the gatea of Fybrigge [Magdalen Street 
Gates] and they made ditches over the land of the Prior 
of Norwich, from the aforesaid gates of Fybrigge as far aa 
Barregates, out of those portions of lands which before 
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1 privileged 

and endowed with divers frauchiscB, and entirdy separated 
from the aforetaid town of Norwich, and given in pure and 
perpetual alma to the church of the Holy Trinity," &o. 

Such ia the contention of the monks. It is plain that the 
details must not be pressed too closely. The monks were 
not claiming, either for themselves or others, the recovery 
of definitely specified lands. They were only making a 
general complaint of the way in which they and others 
had been robbed one hundred years before. From this 
general point of view we may take their statement as 
suhatantially correct, viz., that the vurions suburban dis- 
tricts here mentioned were not included in the Hundred 
of Norwich (which was conterminous with the "villa") 
prior to 1253. They could hardly, therefore, have been 
part of the Hundred in Edward the Confessor'a time, 
even though some of them may have been under the 
control of the burgesses, either publicly or privately. 

These facts may help us to construct an imaginary 
map of Norwich at that period ; and there are two other 
conaiderationa which may assist us in realizing its extent and 
condition. Firstly, Domeidny mentions at least twenty-four 
parochial churches as existing in the time of the Con- 
fessor. It is unfortunate that the names of only a few 
are given. The dedications of some others plainly indicate 
a pre-Nornian origin, and Blomefield {on what authority 
I know not) assigns such an antiquity to several. The 
localities of those that are known furnish a sure foundation 
of evidence. Secondly, there is the evidence to be 
derived from the names of the streets. Here, however, 
caution is necessary. We must not assume that every 
street and lane called a "gate" originated in Danish 
times. We do not know to how late a date it may 
have coDtinued to be the practice to give this termination 
ereii to a new street. For iuatanco, in the plea argued 
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in 1291, between the citizens and the monke, with regard 
to jurisdiction in Newgate, the whole question turned upon 
the point whether what was then called Newgate ' was the 
same as had heen granted to the monks by Hen, II, 
more than one hundred years before, under the name 
of The d ward escroft. It was admitted that it was bo. 
From this it would seem to follow that the name New- 
gate had been given to the street (or the street may have 
been made) after the middle of the twelfth century. 
Again, the names Newbriggate and Fibriggate must Lave 
been given after the bridges were made. It is poaaible 
that Pye Bridge may have been made before the Conquest, 
but in the case of Kewbrigge it is unlikely that a bridge 
should have been made so early at a spot where the 
surrounding streets show no indication of leading up to 
it as they do at Fye Bridge. 

Although, therefore, we may believe that moat of the 
" gates " were pre-Norman, we must not take it for 
granted without some collateral evidence. 

Bearing this fact in mind we may begin our survey with 
the district of Conesford. Here the Church dedicated to 
the Danish King, St. Olaf, near the Carrow end of King 
Street, may be taken as evidence that in Danish times the 
town extended so far to the south in the line of Conesford 
Street, while to the north the churches of St. Vedast* and 
St. Mary in the Marsh ' were probably also in existence in 
those early times. Between these two limits the riverside 
must have been thickly populated. Similarly in Ber Street, 
the Church of St. Sepulchre at its southern end being 
mentioned in the time of William the Conqueror showa 
that the population had spread so far along that line. On 

' SlrfflM and Laiin, p. J6. 

» Blmiufitld, ii. p. 8, n. g 1 Norfolk Archaolog^. i. p. 135. 
■ Dugdale's Uonaiticon, iv. p. 13, "qnn multo tampore ante CDnqaeatmn 
fuiC fuodatA." 



^B^wSt sicle ottjonestori Street and on both aides of Ber 
Street, judging by the position of the rarioua churches, the 
popalation formed a fringe, leaving the intervening ground, 
especially towards the south, comparatively unoccupied. 
The inhabitants may also have fringed the southern 
circoit of the castle earthworks in the neighbourhood of 
St. Martin in the Bailey (which, however, would not form 
part of the "burgh" in its restricted sense), St. John 
Timberbill, and All Saints; and if Blomefield is right in 
Boying that the Church of St. Stephen was " founded before 
the Conquest," they may have begun to settle along the line 
of Nedham Street. But here again the statement of the 
monks shews that the lands between Ber Street and Nedham 
Street, " Thedwardescrof t " and the " precinct of Newgate," 
were in that early time no part of the burgh, and perhaps 
BCarcely occupied. We may safely uesert the same of the 
whole district round the west of the castle from Nedham 
Street to Newport or St Giles and even as far as Pottergate 
Street. Both St. Peter Mancroft and St. Giles were 
founded after the Norman Conquest for the inhabitants 
of the new burgh, which was then added to the old burgh. 
It is clear, therefore, that the " burgus " in the Confessor's 
time did not include this district. 

The riverside districts of Westwick and "Wymer present 
the same general features as those of Conesford. There is 
the same abundance of early churches and the same occur- 
rence of the Danish termination "gate." Blomefield's 
account, p. 671, of the foundation of the Church of St. 
I^awrence is, no doubt, correct. It is mentioned by name 
in Domeulay (T. R. E.). In my opinion, however, he has 
unduly exaggerated the importance of the locality at that 
time. Bishop Alfric's donation of the ground calls it a 
"Hage" [enclosed field],* Because of a reserved rent of a 
I of herrings charged upon it Blomefield culls it a 

• Blomtf/hU, p. 326. 



4-1 

"qimy," and announces that, before Yarmouth supplanted 
Norwich as a fiahing town, this spot was " the very key ( 
landing place for all the herrings brought hither." Thia 
Btatemcnt has of course been repeated ever since aa 
authentic history. But even allowing that there was a 
landing place here, it aeems most unlilcely that it should 
have been the principal one. In documentary times the i 
great Stuithe or Quay was evidently just below Fye Bridge, 
called in the thirteenth century " Caium de Fibrigge," and 
at the present time "Quay Side," If the common market 
was on Tomblaud this would be the natural landing place, 
and the situation of the Cook Kow would be just what 
might be expected. Moreover, opposite to thia quay i 
" Fishergate." Besides St. Lawrence, the churches of St. 
Martin and S8. Simon and Jude are mentioned as in 
existence, but in the hands of the Bishop. While, there- 
fore, the whole rivtrside, from St. Benedict's to 
Martin's, was thickly populated, the "burgua" only 
included as far as St, Peter Hungate. Tombland, and St. 
Michael's Church there, must at this time have been in the 
hands of the Earl of the East Angles. The site of St. Helen's 
and the Great Hospital, if dry enough to be occupied, which 
ia doubtful, would, like the Cowholm on the other side of 
Holmstrete, belong to Thorpe and the Hundred of Blofield. 
On the other side of this main riverside thoroughfare 
Blomefieid, p. 9, note ', thinks that the " Church of tha 
Holy Trinity," mentioned in the time of King Edward, 
means "St. John Muddermarket/' However this may be, 
the name " Pottergate " sufficiently shows that the Danish 
settlement had spread from the river to the line of that 
street. Beyond this we enter upon the " New Burgh," The 
names of several streets on this side of Pottergate and under 
the Castle enclosure, as " Stongate," " Hosyergate," " Sadel- 
gate," might imply that the outskirts of the " New Burgh " 
district wero being settled before it was formed, or that at 
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i time of its formation the naniah " gate " had not gone 
out of use. Such population as there was, would in any 
case only form a fringe. 

Passing now to the northern portion of the city, we 
have again no difficulty in tracing the riverside settlement. 
" Fishergate," " Fibriggate," "Colgate," " Coselanye," all 
betoken their pre-Norman origin. The question is, how 
fur away from the river had the town extended in the 
Confessor's time ? On the line of Coslany (or St. 
Uartin's) Street, the district a little inside St. Martin's 
Qatefi, is called in early documents " Tothyll,"* meaning 
a "hill of observation." It is reasonable to suppose that 
this marked the extremity of the settlement in tlmt 
direction. There are, however, no " gates " issuing out 
of Coslany Street beyond " Muapolgate," running past St. 
Mary's Church to St. George Colegate. In Pitt Street 
(formerly St. Olavc's Street) * the Danish dedication to 
8t Olaf must be held to prove their settlement as far as 
that point. Whether as far as St. Augustine's is doubt- 
fill. Beyond that is the great e.\tent of the Gildencroft, 
which we must certainly conclude to have been in 
Taverham and unoccupied. A little beyond this eastward, 
in what is now Middle Street, we come to the name 
" Merholt," already referred to, I have suggested in 
Streets and Lnnei, p. 78, that this meant " boundary 
wood," and perhaps marked the boundary of the three 
Hundreds of Taverham, Blofield, and Norwich. Not 
very far off we reach St, Botolph'a Church, where St. 
Botolph's Street diverges from Magdalen Street. Many 
churches dedicated to this Saint stand by the gates of 
towns. I should be inclined to think that it might once 
have been so here, were it not for the cliurcli of All 
Saints in Fibriggate. Blomefield's identification of this 
with the church of All Saints mentioned in Domcsilny 

' SIruU and lanu, p. 72. " Ihm., p. 77. 
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(T,B.E.) has much in its favour, especially as it stood on 
a " gate," Cowgate. If it be accepted, we must suppose 
that by the ConfeaBOr's time the population had begun to 
spread outwards, in the direction of Fibriggate, On 
either side of the street towards its further end, the 
lands, accordiug to the Monks, were not included in the 
Hundred of Norwich till 1253. To tbe east of Fibrig- 
gate we must certainly exclude the parishes of St. Paul 
and St. James, both of which Blomefield says were, until 
the Conquest, part of Thorpe. 

It remains only to ask, where were Bishop Stigand's 
fifty burgesses and Earl Harold's thirty-two P The 
bishop's, we may take for granted, were in St. Martin at 
Palace and SS. Simon and Jude. Earl Harold's thirty- 
two are not so easy to assign. Blomefield thinks that 
the earl's land was "St. Stephen's, afterwards called 
Ned ham, from the needy and sick belonging to the 
castle dwelling there." This explanation is mere guess- 
work. I see no reason why the earl's burgesses should 
not have resided in the Castle Bailey, which seems to 
have occupied a peculiar position. St. Martin in the 
Bailey passed for a parochial church, and in the thirteenth 
century the inhabitants were under the jurisdiction of the 
city authorities. At an earlier time, however, the Bailey 
must have been moro strictly connected with the Castle, 
as Blomefield states that it was, in speaking of that 
church. 

We are now in a fair position to picture to ourselves, so 
far OS evidence is forthcoming, the geographical extent of 
Norwich in the time of King Edward the Confessor. Its 
most striking feature was the great mound of the Castle, 
surmounted by a stockade and a wooden fort, surrounded 
by its deep moat, and encircled on the south, cast, and 
north, by far extending earthworks On the west, perhaps, 
the outer bank of the moat sloped down to the cockey. 
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he norlh-east the earthworks abutted on the 
Palace of the Eitrl of East Anglia and the open space of 
Tomhland, on which might, as I think, have been seen, 
at least weekly, the inhabitants and the people of the 
aurrounding country congregating in a common market, 
and from time to time the " burgeaaea " meeting, to 
discuss such matters of internal control as lay within 
their rights. Beyond that stretched out the broad 
expanse of the Cowholm meadow.' If we imagine our- 
selves standing on the castle mound, and looking down 
the river from the spot just mentioned, we should see 
the long line of Conesford Street thickly occupied with 
houses, and amongst them, here and there, the acarcely 
higher roof and tower of a small church. Turning more 
round to the south, just over the earthworks, along what 
is now the top of the Cattle Market, would be the houses 
of Earl Harold's burgesses, and then on the high ridge 
of Ber Street another double line of houses, stret-ching 
oat towards the country beyond. Hence, as the eye 
swept round over what was ere long to become the 
most thickly populated portion of the city, St. Stephen 
and St, Peter Mancroft, we should then have seen little 
more than comparatively few houses, spreading westwards 
by All Saints and St, Stephen's. Below, under the 
west side of the Castle, flowed the stream of the 
cockey, and beyond it was little but open fields. When, 
however, the spectator reached the north-western and 
northern sides of the castle, he would again find him- 
self surveying a densely -peopled district. Almost from 
Heighani, eastwards, he would see the low-lying borders 
of the river marked on both sides by signs of a crowded 
population, in the districts of Weatwyk on one side, and 
Coselany, Colgate, and Fishergate on the other. As the 

' The n«ne " Cowholm" dow not leem to bmve iaduded the UoepiUl 
BMtdowa. But tor oonTenionGO it may be so taken. 
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ground roae beyond these last, the signs of population 
would rapidly decrease, and soon die away, except just 
on the line of Fibriggate, where the inhabitants were 
beginning to push out into the country. So he would 
come round once more to Tombland, where the last housea 
he would survey between Tombland and the river, in 
St. Simon and St. Jude and St Martin, would be those 
in which the burgesses were under the jurisdiction of 
Bishop Stigund, 

The closeness with which the inhabitants must have 
been crowded together in the riverside districts, may be 
estimated from considering the number of burgesses. 
There were, aa we have seen, 1238 burgesses in that part 
of the villa "which was under the jurisdiction of the 
King and Earl," and which was specially called the 
" burgua." We have also seen that, with the exception 
of Ber Street, they lay almost exclusively in the riverside 
districts described above. It is true we do not know 
exactly what constituted a " burgess " at that time. In 
the thirteenth century it meant a man who had paid a 
fee to be enrolled among the number, and who was either 
a householder at the time, or else was obliged to set up 
a house and stock it with his goods within a year, in 
order that if he fell into default in sharing any common 
obligation, his fellow burgesses might have something to 
distrain upon. If, as must have been the case, the 
burgesses in the Confessor's time were banded together 
both in the enjoyment of privileges and the bearing of 
common burdens, it follows that some such security must 
have been exacted by the common body from each of its 
members. If, then, each of the 1238 burgesses was the 
head of a household, we should, allowing an average of 
five to a house, arrive at a population of 0390. That is, 
probably, a low average for a household, when dependents 
of Tarioua kinds so often lived with their masters. Then 



^a»e must h&ve been many humbler inhabitants who 
were not burgesses. Twenty years ialer or so, when the 
Survey was actually made in the time of King William, 
and when, in consequence of Earl Ralph's rebellion, the 
lowD wax very depressed, and only C65 out of the 1238 
burgesses remained in it; there were 400 bordarii (or 
cottagers, as they are thought to have been). As Blome- 
field observes,* " though not named, doubtless there were 
many of these in the city in King Edward's days." 
These ond their families may have made lO'lO more. 
Then there was always a large number of strangers who 
were either sojourners engaged in temporary business or 
trade, or else had not yet decided to stay and throw in 
their lot with the other burgesses. In Norman times there 
would have to be added a considerable number of religious 
pernons, who did not count as burgesses or citizens. But, 
perhaps, in King Edward's time they were not yet so 
numerous, for I do not know of any religious institution 
here founded before the time of Bishop Herbert. Alto- 
gether we can hardly reckon the population in Conesford, 
Westwick, and the riverside districts over the water, at 
less than 8000 or 9000. 

On one matter of interest connected with this subject, 
there is unfortunately no evidence to guide us. How 
were the boundaries of the burgh marked off from the 
surrounding country P This, of course, might hiive been 
described by imaginary lines between certain fixed points. 
But was the circuit wholly undefended ? The question 
concerns our ideas of Norwich, not only in the time of 
Edward the Confessor, but through all the intervening 
period till the bank and ditch were made in 12-53. 
Certainly the statement of the cathedral monks, quoted 
above, would give the impression thut the circuit of the 
city before that time was very undefined, and therefore 
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undefended. Blomefield, writing about the Leet of Great 
Newgate in 1304, hua a note.* "It is said the juris- 
diction of the leet extended to Stump Cross,' and 
that part was not then wulled, but laid open." If this 
is quoted from the royal grant made at that date, it 
must surely have heeu an expression recited from an 
earlier plea, for this was fifty years after the foss was 
mada But it implies that the land before that time 
had luin open to the country heyond. It seems, however, 
impoBsiblo to imagine a "burgus" without some sort of 
defensive stockade, otherwise the inhabitant* could hardly 
carry out the Conqueror's injunction, that in every burgh 
watch and ward should be duly kept, "Whatever there 
was, it certainly was of very little value as a barrier 
against an attacking foe. In 1174 the Flemings sacked 
the place. No hint is given of any attempt at resistance. 
" Flandrenaes," says Matthew Paris,' "Norwicum invadentes 
ceperunt," They marched in and took it. The castle 
might defend itself, the city had no means of doing so. 



5. — Norwich after the Norman Conquest. 

The Norman Conquest, and the events which immediately 
succeeded it within the space of the next thirty years, 
were of moraeutoua consequence in the history and sub- 
sequent development of the city. 

In the first place the Conquest led at once to an im- 
portant addition to the city in the formation of the new 
burgh. The account of its establishment is given in 
Homemlay, and quoted in full by Blomefield. There 
are one or two points which seem to require a little 



' Vol. ii. p. 232. 



•nd Lanes, p. IG, n 



51 

explanafioa. Blomefield' thinks it hod been "made in 
the Confessor's time, though there naight not be such a 
Diunber of burgesses, Ac." He foiiuJs this, I suppose, 
OQ the fact that the Survey speaks of a time whcu there 
were " tbirty-six French burgesses," whereas " now " {at 
the date of the Survey), " there are forty-one, &c." 
Elae where this earlier date would of course mean the 
lime of Edward the Confessor, but here it cannot mean 
that time, for it is distinctly stated that the new burgh 
was grunted to the king by Karl Halph, who was 
uppointed by the Conqueror, and whose tenancy terminated 
with his rebellion in 1075, eleven years before the Survey. 
The "thirty-six French burgesses" were no doubt Kornian 
adventurers who settled here very soon after the Conquest, 
By the time of the Survey the number had increased to 
forty-one, besides eighty-one others In the same quarter, 
and one " manaura vasta." 

This great increase in the new burgh is worthy of 
special notice, because it is in marked contrast with the 
state of the rest of the city. The result of Earl Hulph's 
rebellion was most calamitous, as Blomeheld describes, and 
as the Survey itself bears witness. The 12^8 burgesses 
in the "burgh" had dwindled down to 665; of Stigand's 
fifty only thirty-eight, and of Harold's thirty-two only 
fifteen were left. In the old "burgh" 190 "mansure" wero 
waste Yet by the side of this devastation the "new 
burgh" bad more than doubled. The inference is plain. 
It was occupied by the friends of the Conqueror. Tlie 
Survey speaks of it as "omnes terre iste tarn tnililiim 
quam burgensium." The word "milites" has not been 
used before, and must, I think, refer to the "Franci." 
They were Normans of knightly rank. 
^^^Beaides that these Norman burghers would, under the 
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eircuTDstanceB, enjov a social distinction altogether out of 
proportion to tlieir numbers, it is probable tbiit at first 
they had a separate organization of their own. Except 
that, like the other burg'jsses, tliey were under the general 
jurisdiction of the king and earl, they would enjoy their 
own customs and have tbeir own court. So much mast 
be intended by the t«rm "novua burgus," which plainly 
describes somethiog distinct from the existing burgh. 
The analogous case of Nottingham may be cited in 
illustration. In Nottingham there were two distinct 
boroughs, the English borough and the French borough ; 
and so long after the Conquest as 1284, when King 
Edward I. granted the inhabitants a mayor, be was to be 
chosen by "the burgesses of both boroughs." Ho was to 
be set over the "bailiffs" who had ruled the town before, 
and of (hem it is said that the burgesses " shall elect 
one bailiff of one borough and another bailiff of tbe 
other borough, on account of the diversity of customs 
existing in the said boroughs, who shall execute those 
things which perl^iiii to Iheir office."* The last expression 
would include acting as presidents of their respective courts. 
The assumption that the new burgh had originally a dis- 
tinct organization from the old burgh is not invalidated by 
the fact that no trace of any such distinction is to bo found 
when our earliest records begin. The Norman element 
may have been too small to perpetuate its distinctiveness. 
The population which grew up round the market must 
have been almost exclusively English, and at no time 
would there have been much opposition to the obviously 
advantageous stop of reducing the whole city under one 
organization. 

I have already stated that it is likely that the settlement 
of the Normans in the new burgh led to the foundation of 
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f market in that district.' This would give an impetus 
to ile development, and the next, great event in the history 
of the city would tend iu the aame direction. In 1096 
Bishop Herbert founded his monastery and commenced 
the building of the cathedral. He bad the cordial support 
of Roger Bigot, who wus (hen earl. After purchasing 
the Cuwholm, he wanted more convenient access to it 
from the city. He therefore effected an exchange with 
the earl, giving him some of his paternal lands at Syleham 
iu Suffolk, and obtaining from him the site of the earl's 
palace, the church of St. Michael, and the land of St. 
Uichael or "Tonilonde." The church and palace he 
demolished ; part of ibe bind be enclosed, and over the 
rest of Tombland the Priors claimed rights, which were 
a never-ceasing source of ill-feeling between the monks 
md the citizens. 

The point to which I wish to draw attention is this, 
the adverse influence which this step would exercise upon 
the district of Conesford. Originally that district hud 
been the first to be settled, and naturally would seem 
to have been the most advantageously situated fur trade 
in goods arriving by the river. Certainly the inhabitants 
of the castle and the earl's palace would most conveniently 
obtain their supplies from that quarter. From olher parts 
of the city, however, it was from the first somewhat 



• Mr. OnHoD, in his Siiay on the Anliquily a/ Norwirh Caslle. iinus 
rimiliir Itmguiige of the "torough of the CKstel," and adda, "from wh-jiico 
«ro«« the first market of Norwich." The thanry, however, whioh ho founds 
ea this view u to the origin and growth of the city seems to me whollf 
cODtrarf to tiwla. He thinlm that, at eliewboro, there waa at first a caatle, 
than ■ market at the caslle gate, then traden seltted in " houaca of duration " 
TOODd it. This grew into a vilUge, Ihon into a town, then under the control 
nf the cutellan and orderly regnlatiuni into n borough. Had this beun ths 
luitoi7 of Norwich, it must have shewn itaclf by the Suod atreots con- 
Tcrging to the present market, which they did not ; and by the earlieet 
populatioB t>eiiig aettied there, wbich was not the case. 
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iHolalod, and this isolatiou waa greatly iutensified when 
the moaaslic precinct was enclosed, the earl' a pulucu 
reinovpd. and the coatle obtained its supplies from the 
Mnncroft Market. Everything tended to draw the traffic 
further up the river. The development of the new burgh 
detracted from the importance of Coneeford, and largely 
increased the value of the riverside of Wymer and 
Westwick. By ihe thirteenth century this relative pros- 
perity had been tirmly eatabliehed, and remained constant 
for many centuries. The number of persons amerced 
for breaking the Assize of Ale in each of the four 
Iieeta in 1288, may be taken as fairly representing their 
relative population at the time. They are, Conesford, 57; 
llancroft, 84; Wymer, 81; Over-the- Water, 64. So in 
1415 the 60 common councillors are thus distributed; — 
Maucruft, 16 ; Wymer, 20 ; Couesford and Over- the- Water, 
12 each. 

One relic of the earlier commercial Importance of Cones- 
ford, I believe, still survived in name till the times 
of docnmenlary evidence. Among the purprestures pre- 
sented to the Itinerant Justices in the thirteenth 
century, was always one said to have been made by 
the Prior, " from Bishop's Bridge to Luvelstathe." This 
eta the, which was a little above the present Foundry 
Bridge, marked the southern limit of the Prior's Fee 
aloug the river bank. It was so called from a certain 
Roger Lovel who owned it in the earlier part of the 
century. By the close of that century it had quite 
ceased to be used. In the Conveyance Rolls of that 
time a lane leading down to the river there is men* 
tioned, but no statha It seems to have belonged 
altogether to an earlier period, and to a condition of 
mercantile requirement which had long deserted the 
locality. 
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After tbe comparatively clear light which is thrown 
upon the progress of tie city by the Domesday Survey, 
and the important changes which followed the Conquest, 
we are left once more in darkness. Our local records 
scarcely contain any information which we can with any 
certainty assign to the twelfth century. It is true 
that as the close of the cenlury approaches we begin to 
obtain definite evidence of the political privileges and 
municipal organization of the borough ; and in this I 
think our existing records enable ua to trace a good deal 
more than the mere recilHl of the charters given by 
Blomefield would lead ua to understand. But this branch 
of my subject is a very large one, and deserves separate 
treatment. It is all the more worthy of special study 
because modern students have begun to discover that 
royal charters are not to bo taken for local history. The 
same charter was often granted in the same, or nearly 
the same, terms to two or three different towns, and yet, 
where local records enable us to learn anything about 
local practice, we find that the practice by no means 
corresponded with the charter. The charters in fact were 
valued as useful authorities to be produced when rights 
or privileges were called in question, but they were not 
hard and fast regulations for local practice, and still less 
for local organization. I must therefore leave this matter 
for some future occasion. 

Meanwhile I may mention one change of no very great 
importance in itself, hut indicative perhaps of substantial 
progress during this period. Two of the churches in 
Conesford Street, both dedicated to St. Peter, were dis- 
tinguished by the oames of "St. Peter de Suthgate" and 



"St. Peter de Purmentergute,"' XiikpulriL-k, com men ting 
on this fact, takes for granted thut the lower or soutliem 
piii't of the street had formerly been called "Souttgate," 
i.e.. South Slreel, and that the upper or norlhern end had 
been called " Parmeutergate," or Parmeiiter Street. On 
the meaning of the word "parmenter" I will make some 
observations presently. That the two ends of the street 
were thus culled uppears to be a necessary deduction from 
the names of the chuiches, but the question is, when were 
tiie two names in use, and when and why was tbe change 
made into one nameP The Banish termination of the two 
names would indicate that they were given before the 
Norman Conquest, and of course they might have continued 
in use some time afterwards. BlomeGeld Rays that tJie 
church of St.. Peter Permountergate was founded by Roger 
Pigot (say about 1100). We must suppose, then, thut the 
two names were in use at that time. When, however, we 
come to existing deeds in the thirteenth century we never 
find the street called by these two names, but always by the 
one name Conesford. In whatever part of the street a 
house or piece of land might be it is never described as 
" in vico de Parmeutergate," or " in vico de Suthgate," 
but " in vico de Conesford." Tbe use of the one name, 
therefore, may have been well established by the end of 
the twelfth century. We can hardly fail to connect 
the change with the greater consolidation of the whole 
district. The name " Conesford " had in the course of 
many generations spread from the ford to which it 
originally applied along the riverside district towards tbe 
south ; but it was no more than an indefinite name. As, 
however, tbe organization of tbe town became more 
developed, the old geographical names became tbe names 
of municipal divisions, of which in tbe thirteenth century 
there were four, Conesford, Mancroft, Wymer or Westwyk, 



I Over- the -Water. We have at present no knowledge 
of the precise time when thia fourfold division was first 
orgaDiKed. The use of two names for the two parts of 
the main street of Conesford in the eiirly part of the 
twelfth ceiitury would furnish an argument against its 
having been done at that lime. 

Some further arguments seem also to point in the same 
direction in the case of the other three divisioiia. Bancroft 
always stands second in order of precedence. This implies 
that Mancroft had already grown into sufficient importance 
to equal the other three. We must remember, too, that 
" Maticroft, " could hardly have been the original name 
of the district. Its principal street w^s culled the street 
of "Newport," which is nothing else than the English 
form of "'Novus Burgus" or new burgh.^ Before the 
district could have come to be called Mancroft, time 
euough must have elapsed for the name "Mancroft" to 
supplant that of " Newport." This could only have been 
effected by tlie rise of a population round the market, 
which could hardly have been till some way into the 
twelfth century. A statement in Blotntjield* perhaps adds 
some further evidence on thia point King Stephen, ho says, 
in the beginning of his reign granted to his sou William 
" the ioirn and borouijh of the city of Norwich, in which 
there were 1238 burgesses that held of the king in 
burgage tenure, and also the cnstle and hiirgk thereof, in 
which there were \2'i burgesses that held of the king in 
burgage, &c." This is a remarkable statement. The 1238 
burgesses correspond exactly with the number in the 
"burgh" of the town in the days of Xing Edward the 
Confessor, while the 123 equally correspond with the 
number in the "new burgh" at the time of the Survey, 
The authorities quoted by Blomefield do not mention these 
numbers, but he appears to be citing the original document. 

' SlToU and Lann, p. 12. ' Bhnujicid, ii, p. 17. 



If 80, the numbers and tenements chargeable were 
evidently enrolled for fiscal purposes, and in the former 
case the same list bad been retained for eighty years. It 
appears, moreover, that at this date (1140) the new burgh 
was still treated as a distinct org-anization, being called 
the "burgh of the castle," as distingiiiahed from the 
" burgh of the town." Mancroft, therefore, could not 
have lahen its piece amongst the four municipal diyisions 
till after ihat time. 

So with the third division, called in the fhirteenth 
century Wymer or Westwyk. The name Wymer is 
Bupposed by Blomefield^ to be derived from a man of 
that name mentioned in Domt-sday. I'he district so called 
I originally that near St. Andrew's Church, It would 
certainly take some time for a new name to supplant 
throughout a large district one like Westwyk, which 
had been asaociated with another part of it for several 
centuries. 

Lastly, the name of the fourth division, Over- the- Water, 
is significant. It may, of course, be a relic of the time 
when there were no bridges, and when the river was 
a real barrier between the inhabitants on one side and 
the other. But it looks rather more like a somewhat 
contemptuous description of a remote portion of the 
community, invented at a time when the market and its 
neighbourhood had already become the heart and centre 
of the city. 

Putting together, therefore, these various considerations, 
we may conclude that towards the close of the twelfth 
century was developed the fourfold division of the city 
for municipal purposes which is found in existence in the 
thirteenth century. What these purposes were belongs 
rather to the history of municipal institutions, which 
cannot be dealt with here. 
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7. — The Thirteenth Century. Commercial Changes. 

When we have entered into the thirteenth century, and 
especially as we more nearly approach the date of our 
existing records, we obtain, as we might expect, much 
indirect evidence of things which had existed in times 
that had not long passed away. A survey of the 
thirteenth century records with this object in view might 
lead to the recovery of much interesting information. 
I will first mention one or two inferences which have 
suggested themselves to me as arising out of certain 
names, which had even then lost their original appro- 
priateness. 

We will take one of the names just referred to, 
Parmenter-gate. Towards the latter part of the thirteenth 
century not only was the district not called by this name, 
but as a matter of fact there were no parmenters there. 
Instead of them there were a large number of tanners. 
Nearly all the ground between the streets of Over and 
Nether Conesford, as well as the ground to the north 
of what is now called Rose Lane, was held by tanners. 
Two cockeys or streams supplied them with water. ^ To 
understand the significance of this change we must decide 
what was meant by a " parraenter." The ordinary in- 
terpretation 18 a "tailor.'* But reasons are given in 
Streets and Lanes, page 41, for believing that in Norwich 
a parmenter was certainly engaged in the same trade as 
a " pelliparius," or skinner. The two words are inter- 
changed. If this be admitted, we have an interesting 
glimpse into the city trade, the first which has come 
down to us. The word in itself is explained to mean ** one 
who prepares." If a parmenter was a tailor, the material 
he dealt with would be cloth : but if he was a skinner then 

^ Street* and Lanet, p. 100. 
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the material he worked upon wouM be leather. Now the 
parmeiilers' trade had not altogether died out in Norwich 
even at the end of the thirleenth century. The name 
"le pannenter" is occasionally met with, and one row 
in the market waa called " Parmenter-rowe." But in 
Cones ford they had been entirely supplanted by the 
tannera. In this connection another fact may be noticed. 
Among these tanners were Gervase Kcmpe de Irstede, 
Nicholas Godwyne de Irstede, William de Irstede, John 
de Ilukeford, Stephen de Poswyk, Laurence de Birlingbaro. 
The surnames of all these persons shew that they (or 
their families) came fi'om waterside places, and they may 
reasonably be supposed to have brought their business 
with them. Wbelher they were the first to make the 
change, or whether it bad been made by their parents or 
others before them, cannot quite be said. There were 
parmeuters in that district till about the middle of the 
century.' Up to that time we must suppose the practice 
had been fur the tanning to be done out in the countiy, 
and ibe skins sent into the city to be prepared by the 
parmenlers for the makers of shoes, doublets, and all the 
various articles composed of leutber. But from about the 
middle of the century the tanners themselves came and 
setlled in the city, very likely including the parmenters' 
work in their own. What led to the change we cannot 
say. The tannera would doubtless see their way to carry- 
ing on their business with greater freedom and greater 
profit, for in their own villages they would moat likely be 
to some extent under feudal I'eatrictions. Perhaps we may 
conjecture that, as the name implies, the parmenters' work 
was of Norman introduction, while the tanners' trade was 
of native growth, and was then first becoming strong 
enough to assert itself. However that may be, the tanners 
by the end of the century included several members of 
' Sirtili ami Lanei, p. 3. 
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a social standing, and were of sufficient strength to deTy 
the authorities by setling up a private gild of iheir own. 
This is H plain proof of the very extensive use which waa 
made of leather at this time. 

This observation is coutirnied by the consideration of 
another name of similar significance. The market end 
of what is now called London Street was at the close of 
the thirteenth century called " Hosj'ergate," the street of 
ihe hosiers. But just as there were no parmenters in 
Parmentergate, so tbero were no hosiers in Hosyergale. 
The street had been appropriated by workers in metals, 
latoners, furburs, and cutlers. Not only had the hosiers 
deserted the street which must have received its name 
from being once occupied by them, but the name of hosier 
seems for the time to have died out of the cily. If we 
enquire what had taken its place, or rather the place of 
the article of clothing which the hosiers had provided, 
we find that instead of hosiers there were traders called 
"caligurii," who occupied part of the east side of the 
market. The nature of their trade is di.-^cussed in S/reefs 
1 atifi Laiifs, p. 26. They were, almost without doubt, 
I workers in leather, and made gailei-s and buskins. The 
hosiers had probubty worked more with wool. 

^^^^16 facts just mentioned may be taken as evidence of 
the prevalent use of leather in the city in the middle of 
the thirteenth century, and of its preparation from first to 
last within the city hounds. Do they also imply that 
leather as a material for clothing was supplanting wool ? 
This might be too much to affirm without more evidence. 
But without venturing an opinion on that point, I would 
' that a study of our earliest records does not bear out 



[ 8. — The Early Woollen Trade in Kokwich, 



the commonly received idea that woollen manufacture wa« 
carried on to any extent in Norwich till the fourteenth 
century had begun. The circumslances of the case are 
curious, and must, I think, be due to some local regulations 
which have not come down to us. The foundation for 
the belief is, as usual, our great authority, Blomefield. In 
hie account of the introduction of the Flemish weavers by 
Philippa, Queen of Edward III., he refers to an opinion, 
which he upholds, that some Dutch weavers, driven 
out of their country by an inundation in the time of 
King Henry I,, settled "at Wursted in Norfolk, and 80 
early introduced the art of stuff-weaving there, which, as 
is natural to suppose, soon made its way into this city; 
not that I think it grew to be of any great consequence 
till the latter part of Henry III. and Edward I. 'a time, 
when it much increased, so that in Edward II.'s time, 
worsted stuff was fiimous, and Norwich increased very DUich 
by the making of it" This etatemont is substantially 
correct, except as regards the city in the days of Henry 
III. and Edward I. I can offer no opinion about what 
is said to have taken place in the time of Henry I. 
About the early fame of Wo rate ad cloth there is 
fortunately a very valuable entry in a document which 
might well find a place among our Society's original 
collections. It is a roll of accounts of some city official 
(he could hardly be other than the Chamberlain). Hia 
name was Peter Flynt, and bis accounts run from 1293 
to 1305. One annual item of expenditure accounted for 
is what are culled presents (" exenniu ") given out of 
the courtesy of the whole community (ex curialitate totiuG 
communitatis), to the King's Justices. Among the 
"courteous presents" given in 1301 are specified "panni 
de Worthstede et panni de Aylesham." Worsted cloths, 
therefore, were held in estimation before the thirteenth 
century was out, and so were those of Aylsham. But 



Norwich fabrics are ever mentioned at tliat time, 
and, so far as our evidences guide us, were almost 
certainly not made. Had the manufacture of woollen 
fabrics been carried on in the city, the fact must have 
revealed itself in the existence of weavers. But while 
our thirteenth-century deeds make frequent mention of 
other cloth workers, as dyers, fullers, shearers, and tailors; 
it is Tery rare to find a person called a weaver. And 
even a "lanator" or wool raerchaut is hardly ever met 
with. On the other hand, "drapers," " Ivndrapers," and 
" mercers," who may be supposed to have sold woollen 
garments, were very numerous, and evidently among the 
leading citizens. The supremacy of "Worstead" cloth is 
further shown by the fact tliat in the reign of Edward II. 
a market row was called the "Worthstede Rowe." These 
facts seem to prove that in the thirteenth century, wool, 
as a raw material, was not to any extent an article of 
merchandize or of manufacture in the city. The cloth 
sold was foreign, or at least country-made cloth. The 
foreign merchants must have purchased their wool from 
country dealers. The only exception to this rule in the 
city may have been the Cistercian monks, who are known 
to have been the great sheep breeders and wool producers 
of that age. Along the river bank in Conesford the 
Cistercian Abbeys of Sibton, Garendon, Wobum, and 
most likely Combe, all held lands, presumably for con- 
venience of shipping wool. Their trade, however, would 
not go to the profit of the city. Why the city should 
have been so backward in supporting so valuable a 
source of commercial progress, I have at present no 
means of conjecturing. To suppose that it had anylhing 
to do with the concurrent prosperity of the leather trade, 
might be to convert a mere coincidence into a cause 




The church, wliich ia culled in the thirteenth century 
and is still culled "St. John de Maddemiarket," furnishea 
anotlier illustration of the way in which the names we 
find in the earliest documents give a clue to something; 
earlier still. Such a name could never have arisen unless 
there had been a raarket in that neighbourhood for the 
e&le of madder. But there was certainly no such market 
there at the close of the thirteenth century. Kor was 
there any market so called elsewhere in the city at that 
time. It ia almost capable of proof that madder was 
not then used in the city at all for a dye. This seems 
to be the only explanation of the fact that while at least 
five merchants in the city were engaged in trading 
with woad, being described as " le weyder," not one is 
described by any word implying that he traded with 
madder. Akhougb there ia nothing to show what may 
have been the reason for this preference for woad in 
place of madder, there is an interesting circumstance 
connected with tbe woad trade in Norwich, which is worth 
relating. 

The woad was brought by merchanta from Amiens and 
Corby in Picardy, in the north of France. Whether they 
first came here in 1286 we are not told. But in that year 
an agreement was made between thera and the citizens, 
which was enrolled in the City Roll of Deeds,' The 
foreign merchanta are "Nicholas le Monner, Peter Cokerel, 
John Fruyter, Firm in Cokerel, Peter le Monner, and 
Kalph le Monner, merchants of Amiens and Corby." 
They brought their woad (weydara) in casks (doleis) and 
in frails (fraellis). They also sold barrels of ashes and 
another vegetable dye, wold (woldam). They agreed to 
•Rot. Cart., 14 Edw. I. 
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submit to certain dues and reg;u1utions, and in return 
were permitted to trade freely, and to "stay within the 
said city as long as they pleased." This agreement was 
finally ratified, in the form of a legal dispute, before the 
king's Itinerant Justices, on the Feast of the Apostles 
Peter and Paul [29 June], 128(i.* 

The interest attaching to this agreement with the 
citizens of Norwich is still further increased by comparing 
it wiih B similar agreement made by the merchants of 
(be eame places with the citizens of London. The 
Loadon Composition is given in Kiley's Munimcula Oild- 
halite London ienaiif, Liber Alhtis, iii. 1G4. It was made on 
I8th July, 1334. From it we leam that a previous 
Hgreement had been entered into betiveen the parties one 
hundred years before, on 12th October. 1237, by which tho 
merchants of Amiens, Corby, and Nesle, were permitted 
freely to trade in London with woad, garlic, and onions. 
But, it is stated (p. 167), " now for some time the 
merchants of the auid towns, for certain causes, have 
withheld from coming unto the said cily with their 
merchandize, in manner as they were wont to do." 
Thereupon certain merchants, deputed to act on behalf of 
these foreign communities, once more approached the 
citizens of London, and entered into a fresh agreement in 
1334. One of these, John de Coquerelle, who specially 
represented Amiens, beurs the same surname as two of 
those mentioned at Norwich. Another, Jolin le Mouner, 

* Mr. E. Corder o( Notwiih, in n paper oo the Cultivation o( Wofld at 
Panon Drove, read befure the Narfulk and Norwich Nuturalistii' Society, 
and printed in theit TVaniaffisna, vol. v.. hna given this agreenieiit in 
full (p. 153.) After etating that woad (iinfii tinelario) produces a dya 
nimlar to indigo (p. 14S), ho thus explnins the other artlvlos dealt in by 
the«e norchanlB : — " Wold or Weld, rtiida lutiala, . . . whs fonnerly largely 
cultivated on tho Continent and in Britain, for its brilliant jellow djo." 

enere, moat protiably, limilar to the barilla of the preaeat day, 
rbonate of soda ■ ■ . uaod aa the alkali in dyeing" (p. I&t.) 



has a surname whith is also borne by tbree of those at 
Norwich. This latter surname is curious, because it is 
supposed to mean " monetarius " or ininter. A " Peter 
le Monner" was resident in St. Clement's by Fibridge iu 
1287,' and from the evidence of the Quildball Deeds, was 
identical with a "Peter Pvrmund." who is often men- 
tioned, and was there as lute as 1^13.^ There is nothing 
strange in finding the name in Norwich, which had the 
privilege of a mint ; but we should scarcely expect that 
the resident minters would take up the trade of wood 
merchants. However this may be, it is ck-ar that the 
Norwich Agreement comes just midway between the two 
London Agreements. It is not unreasonable to conjecture 
that the " certain causes " mentioned in London, which 
induced the merchants to withdraw from that city, may 
have ltd to their making a venture in Norwich, and 
establishing themselves there for some years. It may bo 
no more than a coincidence that their return to London 
in 1334, is almost immediately followed by the Com- 
munarius of Norwich Monastery accounting in his Roll of 
1339 for profits received by the growth and sale of 
madder.' We may note the facts. It would be unwise 
to make any deduction from them. 



10. — Migration from the Codntey to the Oitt. 

The names of the inhabitants of Norwich at tho end i 
of the thirteenth century tell a tale which cannot be 
mistaken as to the origin of the population. The names ' 
of foreign origin are comparatively few, A considerable 
number of the names are descriptive of the occupations 
the holders were engaged in. But by far the commonest 
• Rot. Curt, 15 Edw. I. 



. of Baniame la that derived from thG pliice whence 
the holder, or hia father, or some remoter ancestor had 
originally come into the city. And of these place-names 
nearly the whole are names of places in Norfolk and Suffolk. 
Then, as now, the towns attracted the villagers from a very 
wide circuit. A word may first be said about the use of 
surnames in the city at this time. It was in quite a 
transitionul and uncertain state. One might almost doubt 
whether people knew their own names sometimes, so 
Tariously are they described even in official documents, 
from whence alone of course our information is derived. 
One instance will suffice to illustrate this remark. There 
was living in the street of Over Conesford [in King Street, 
It little north of Rose Lane] a man whose name was Seman. 
That is the only constant element ia his description. 
Sometimes be is Semuu Acuarius, sometimes Setnan le 
Agulyer, sometiiuea Seman le Nedler. These described 
his occvipation in three languages: the official Latin of 
the scribes, the Norman-French of polite society, and the 
vernacular English of the common people. At another 
time he ia Seman Wrinel, a name which had been alao 
borne by another, perhaps his father. It is spelt in various 
ways and, so far as I can conjecture, was originally Wrynek, 
and doubtless perpetuated a personal churacleriatic of eome 
ancestor. Lastly, he ia Seman de Biythburgh, and this 
clearly shews whence his family had come to Norwich, 

Now it is to be remembered that every such surname 
would be given indifferently to every member of the bearer's 
family, including females and children, to two or three 
generations. Thus a certain John, Dean of the City of 
Norwich, who ia usually called John de Berstrete, is in 
one place called John le Mercer, Dean of Norwich. His 
father, of the same name as the Dean, was a clerk, and 
it is probable that it waa hia grandfather who bad really 
been the mercer. It follows, therefore, that although a 
F 2 



name descriptive of an occupation may iii most cases 
describe the occupation of the peraon mentioned, it is 
not safe to assume that this must always be so. When, 
however, we find a person described by the name of a place, 
although he himself may not have come from that place, 
yet it is certain that the first member of his family who 
came to Norwich must have been so called for that reason. 
We cannot imagine the name of a country place being 
given to a person, no member of whose family bad belonged 
to it. The place -surnames, then, afford a safe clue to 
the origin of a large proportion of the inhabitants. And 
there can be no reason for supposing that this exodus 
from the country into the town was new at the end of 
the thirteenth century. No doubt the strong and orderly 
government of Edward gave an impulse to the growth 
of the city, which had been wanting in less settled times. 
But the political freedom of the city and ita privileges 
had I>een assured for one hundi-ed years at least, and the 
causes which altracted the country people must have been 
in operation with more or less effect for many generations, 
Wc may endeavour, then, to gather up one or two of the 
clues thus afforded us as to the building up of the city 
population. 

From an index of the names of persons mentioned in 
the Conveyance Holla relating to the city between 1285 
and 1298 I will extract some of these place-names. For 
the purpose of illustration I will take those that come 
under the letter B. The full names would be "Lecia do 
Badingham," "Adam de Beeclee,"&c. It will be sufBcient 
to give only the names of the places. These are what occur 
under this letter: Badingham, Balceton (Bactou), Baldea- 
welle (Bawdeswell), Barsham, Baningbam, Batesford 
(Battisford), Bauburgh, Banham, Beccles, Becheton or 
Begeton (Beighton), Bcdeford, Bedingham, Bedington (P), 
Bek (Beck in Billingford), Belache or Belaghe (Bt-laugh), 




Benliall), Beueville (PBunwell), Bereford (Bar- 
ford), Bfrgh (Hergh Apton or Burgh), Beri (Bury), 
Benieye (Barney), Berton (Barlim), Bestoii, Beslhorpe, 
Belele (Beetlfv). Biltham (?). Binotre (Biritry), Btraton, 
BrUton, Biskelee (Bixley), Biltering, Blufeud (Blofield), 
Blakwhall (BluxbaU). Bliukling, Blitlieburgii, Blythe {?}, 
Bokcnhura (Buckenham), Botoii I Bootoii), Boylund (Morning- 
thorpe), Boytoii, Rradtield, Bradcnham, Bradewell, Brakiie 
(Bracon Ash), Bnimerton, Brampton, Brandon, Brekton (P), 
Brekles, Biigham (Bridgham), Briniug (? Briuingham), 
Brok (Brooke), Bromholm, Brom (Brome), Brumsted {Briin- 
■l«ad), Brundhale (Brundall), Brundisch, Bumsted (F), 
BukestOQ (Boston), Bullhorpu (Bowlhorpp), Bungt-ye, Bures, 
Burtoft (Frittoii), Burwode (?), Burlingham, Burnlmra. 

There are thus under this one letter alone no less than 
■ixty-five places which hud contributed to form the popu- 
latiou of Norwich in the thirleeiith century. Of these 
nearly forty are in Norfolk and about ten in Suffolk, while 
9ome others which are doubtful would be most likely either 
in Norfolk or Suffolk ; Bedford alone is clearly outside 
the district. The total number of separate names beginning 
with B is about 150, so that one-third may be known to 
have come from country places in the two counties and more 
than one-quarter from Noi-folk itself. It is very probable, 
too, that a great many other persons, who are not called 
from places, had come, like their neighbours, from no great 
distance. 

An examination of the names imder other letters 
pi-cidiices a similar result. Taking all to the end of the 
letter H, it appears tbut over 130 names of Norfolk 
towns and villages are represented, and twenty of Suffolk, 
besides those tbut are evidently local, but not now in usa 
As this includes rather less tbim half tlio index, the 
whole might give not fur short of ^SOO for Norfolk and 
quite 60 for Suffglk. 
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TVe must reineinl)er further that the Conveyance liolU, 
from which these names are tuken, would contain only 
the numes of those who were houaeholders or holders of 
some sort of real property which they could buy or selL 
II is true thiit mauy of the things conveyed were of 
very small value, even a few ehilUiige rent or standing 
place for a luarkt-t basket. Still there must have been 
large numbers of people whose names do not occur in 
them. A similar iiivestigutiou of the contemporary Leet 
Rolls fof which there are seven for the same period) 
would add many more names. I have attempted it with 
the letter 6, with the result that six mure Norfolk names 
are added, Barningham, Barwick, Bilncy, Blukeney, Bio 
Norton, and Brisley. A similar proportion throughout 
the alphabet would make an increase of at least forty. 

Taking iul-o consideration all the circumstances of the 
case, we shall certainly be wilhin the mark in assuming 
that the city of Norwich, towards the close of the 
thirteenth century, hud attracted within its sheltering 
walls natives of at least 400 Norfolk, and perhaps sixty 
Suffolk, towns, villages, and manors. 

Compared with this large preponderance of local names, 
those of more distant places are few, and admit of an 
easy explanation. They are chiefly those of large towns, 
us London, York, Lincoln. Cnrahridge, Carlisle, Coventry, 
&o. Evidently the holders of such names were inerchunts 
who had come to Norwich in the pursuit of their trade. 
Their presence illustrates no more than the undoubted. 
fact that Norwich was a flourishing town, where business 
was brisk and profits hopeful. They formed only a small 
element in the whole population. 



II. — The City axd Feitdai-ism. 

My object in this present paper is not to describe the 

city as it was when these early Couveyance IloUs were 
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but rather to get behind tlieir records and 
extract from tliera the secrets of what had been going on 
before their time. They show us pluiiily whence the 
population hud come, and they tell us the occupations of a 
good many persons at the pailiculur time Ihey refer to. 
But ihey do not equally siiiisfy our curiosity on two 
questions, which a student of social histoiy would wish to 
u?e answered — what sort of people were these countrymen 
who thus flocked into the city from all directions P and, . 
what was the attraction which brought them f They were 
nnqnest ion ably the unconscious instrument in the working 
out of a great social revolution. What was their in- 
fluencing motive, and how did they carry it out? It is 
easy to give an off-hand answer to these questions by 
saying "The country was the land of feudal bondage, the 
chartered town was the home of freedom and prosperity." 
This was only half a truth, at least so far as the town 
Vaa OODCemed. Freedom and prosperity were there in 
tbandanoe, but they were not to be enjoyed by every one 
who chose to come and hike a snatch at them. They 
were the exclusive properly of the "citizens," who 
regarded incomers from Norfolk villages and merchants 
from Norway and Flanders exactly in the same light. 
They were all alike "extranei," foreigners. If they 
chose to pay for their admission to the freedom after due 
enquiry had been made into their credit as well as Into 
their character, and then set up a house with a sufficient 
stock of moveables in it to indemnify the authorities if 
they failed to pay their due contributions to the common 
charges, — in that case they might trade and be welcome, 
but not otherwise. And while there was no profit to be 
made in the city till they liad means enough to get into 
this privileged society, neither could it have been always 
easy for them to extricate themselves from the conditions 
feudal bondage. A " villaaua " who was bound to 
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render hia lord certain services as the condition of the 
tenure of hie land, could not throw it up without hia 
lord's consent, or at least without sacrifjcing the prospects 
of his family, and a " nativus" or serf might be brought 
back aguiu if he ran away. 

These reflections would lead to the supposition that the 
greater number of the people in the City whose names 
were derived from countrj' places were of the limited class 
of "freeholders" in the country manors, and in many 
instances were no doubt members of the lord's own family. 
The process of subinfeudation had, during the thirteenth- 
century, largely increased the number of the landed gentry. 
But for younger sons, brothers, sona-in-luwa, and more 
distant relations of a couDtry lord there were few openings 
in the country, especially in times of peace, A gift of 
money or an annual rent would suffice to start them in the 
town, and to that class I have little doubt that most of the 
owners of the above-mentioned names belonged." It may be 
observed in passing that if the ranks of citizenship were 
largely recruited from this class it would help, among other 
reasons, to account for the oligarchical tendency which had 
already begun to manil'est itself in the government of the 
privileged boroughs. 

Whilst, however, I believe that the greater part of these 
persons already mentioned belonged to the class of local 
country gentry, and obtained admission to the freedom of 
the city by piirclinse, there were, of course, other country 
people who also made their woy into the city. It may be 
exprcl«d tliut such documents as have come down to us 
would make only very incidental mention of the names of 
the lower classes in the social scale. We are almost 
compelk'd to imagine tlie probable course of events, and 

I few cases such ■urnnmea aro dorived directly from man 
era not ca-exteneive with villages, ns Ruiiilph de llangroae 
Swardestuu. Seo hIso liuyland, Ilurtoft (p. 6d). 



73 

i bow the little information at our disposal fits in with 
our theory. We may suppose, then, tbat while tbe f&miliei 
of the freeholders could, without hindrance, exercise their 
choice of removal from the country into the town, the feudal 
barriers which existed in the case of other cIueeeB were not 
irapaasable. In the first place, where a "vilUnus" had 
S growing family which was more than sufficient to perform 
the required services, it could not be to tbe interest of the 
lord to throw obstacles id the way of the migration of some 
of them. Still less would he be disposed to hinder the 
removal of members of an over-large family of serfa for 
whose support he would be himself ultimately responsible. 
This would be a natural process of social evolution. More- 
over, Ihe whole century till Edward's nrcession had been one 
of weak governinenl and political disturbance. Many a 
lime must a country manor have been left without due 
control, and muny opportunities must have arisen for both 
villains and serfs to escape from the ties which bound tbem 
to their native soil. For such refugees the towns were the 
safest homes to settle in, and in general, though not perhaps 
quite so absolutely as is usually supposed, their protection 
sufficed to preserve those who had sought their shelter 
from the attempU which the manorial lords occasionally 
made to recover their rights. 

We may conjecture that, as the free immigrunia would 
become incorporated into the select circle of citizens 
by money payments, so the more industrious or more 
promising of the rillains or serfs would work their way 
up more gradually. A young " villain " would begin as an 
apprentice. The system of apprenticeship was iu opera- 
tion in the city very early, certainly before the close of 
the thirteenth century, for an Apprenticeship Bond is 
enrolled among the Conveyance Deeds in the Guildhall, 
in 1291. An apprentice could either earn money on bis 
own account, or else was expected to get it from his 



friends, for according fo chapter 36 of Norwich Customs,' 
he must pay at least one mark (13». 4rf.) for his admission 
to citizenship, and more if it was thought he could afford it. 
Presumahly such apprentices would often be the sons of 
country " villani," who had some influence or connection to 
get such a fair start for them in the household of some 
city merchant The same opening would, no doubl, be 
often taken advantage of by the country gentry on behalf 
of their sons. I imagine that when these young persons 
grew up and became houseliotders or traders, we should 
find them described by the name of their occupation, not 
of their place of origin. Up to that time they would 
be known as "John, servant of Willijim le Mercer," or 
the like, a description which constantly occurs in the 
Leet Rolls. 

A self (nativus) or any other who came into the 
cily us a friendless stranger, hud, apjiurenlly, hut one 
course open to him, to hire himself out as a day labourer. 
The 4Srd Chtipler of Customs^ complains of the number 
of such independent persons in the city euming, as it 
says, one penny u day. There is no clue to the names 
and origin of such us these. Some serfs, however, and 
we can hardly doubt some " villani " also, were more 
fortunate, and were brought into ihe city with some of 
fhcir free neighbours. The distinction between cIbbscs in 
the city at ihat lime was comparatively small, and evMi 
8 serf might rise to be a citizen in Morwich, though not 
everywhere. 

The evidence on which these foregoing remarks are 
founded is only slight, but, such as it is, it will, I think, 
bo held fairly to support them. 

I will first mention the case of a surname "de 
Irstede." This nume was borne, as already mentioned, 
between 1280 and 1290, by several persons, all tanners. 

' llo>,k a/ rUai, fol. 94d. ' ««.., fol. 98. 
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rere fatlier and son, but two of tliem liad 
oilier suninmes, one being Gervaae Kompe de Iretede, and 
another, TJicholuB Godwyne de Iretede. A tliird, Adsm 
de Irstede, wlio died in J28S. was ihe bwd of a tbird 
family. He may liave been a brother of Gervase, but it 
i» most improbable that the other two were related, as 
Nicholas Oodwyne married Gervaee Keiupe's danghler. 
Here, then, we have two, and very likely three, familicB 
coining about the earoe time into the cily from the same 
place, and fallowing the same occupation. We arc with- 
out any clue to their condition in the place of their 
origin. Their being known by the place-name rather 
tlian by their occupation, eeema to imply that they were 
not brought up in that occupation in the city, but hud 
followed it before they came. If so, they would be 
either freeholders or well-to-do manorial tenants in vil- 
lainage. I have referred to them with others as 
illuatrutiiig the transfer of the tanning industry from the 
country to the city. They also illustrate the way in 
which a somewhat wholesale migration from particular 
places must have occusionally occurred. These families 
need not bo supposed to have left their home all at 
exactly the same time. A small village would hardly 
have three tanners in it at once. Hut ihe evidence of 
the deeds in which their names occur, points to the 
exclusion that they belonged to no more than two 
genera tiuua. Local circumstances existent at Irstead at 
this lime may have facilitated their removal. 

The nest case is of a more definite character,' When 
the Itinerant Justices were in Norwich, in the 14th Edward 
I. (liJSG), John de Vaux, lord of the manor of Shottes- 
ham, preferred before ihem a claim against a certain 
" Henry Fischel de Scholestiain," who was thin resident 
iu the cily. He claims him as his " nalivus," but 

*u*n Pleu n..ll, H EJw. I. m. 92. 




perhaps felt he could not substantiale bis claim so far, 
for in his plea he seta forth more definitely that he is 
seized of Ilenrj' aa his "villanus." The specific charge 
lie makes is that Henry has withdrawn himself and 
married in Norwich without liis license. The charge 
looks aa if Henry were actually in serfdom, or at least a 
"villanus" of the lowest class. The result was this: — 
Henry practically admits the justice of the claim as set 
forth. He acknowledges that he is in tithing with other 
villains of the said lord in ShoLteshum, and that he pays 
to his lord each year " chevagium." (This was '■ capitagium," 
a poll-tax paid by the members of a tithing to free 
themselves from the obligation of personal attendance at 
the leet, and to be represented there through their chief 
pledge.) Henry, therefore, admits that he has done wrong 
in marrying without his lord's license, and offers to atone 
for the ofi'ence by payment of two shillings. I can find 
no mention of Henry Fyschel's name in our local 
documents, so I am unable to form any opinion as to the 
length of time he may have been in the city, or what he 
was doing there. Aa he does not offer to return, it 
seems that this part of claim was not made. It appears, 
however, that residence in a city on the part of a villain 
or a serf did not debar a. lord from claiming his feudal 
rights. Of this we shall see that there can be no doubt. 

I pass to another case of much interest, On 6th 
December, 128£), Roger Swifleford, fishmonger, granted to 
Andrew de Acre, "citizen of Norwich," and Beatrix his 
wife, daughter of Roger, for their advancement, a mes- 
suage in St Lawrence, Now, in the Conveyance Rolls 
the title "cilizcn of Norwich" is not given to all who 
had been admitted to the freedom, but only to a certain 
limited number of the ruling class. For instance, it is 
here given to Andrew, but not to Roger Swifteford, who, 
nevertheless, as a fishmonger, must have been " of the 



freedom. " Andrew de Acre, therefore, was in 1289 in a 
high social position in tlie city. On 14th January 
following we come to three deeds enrolled on the same 
day. By one of these, Bartholomew de Acre, "merchant, 
citizen of Norwich," grants to Andrew de Acre, "serrienti 
suo," hia servant, for his advancement, a messuage in St. 
Michael in Conesford. In another, Bartholomew (described 
IS before) grants another messuage adjoining to Andrew 
(iigain specified as his " servant "). In the thin], the 
same messuugc (deacribed now as held hy Andrew of the 
^ift and feoffment of Bartholomew) is released to Andrew 
by Kalph, son of Robert le Orfeure de Castelacre, and 
Alice his wife, daughter of Richard Perteshir of ^yest.acre. 
This time, as Bartholomew is not concerned, the " serviens " 
is dropped, and Andrew is once more " civis Norwici." 
On 28Lh April fullowing, Bartholomew, "merchant and 
citizen," granted some portion of this property to the 
Anstin Friars, who had settled in the neighbourhood, lie 
had re-purchased it from Andrew, and again it is described 
as acquired by Bartholomew from Andrew de Acre, "his 
servant" and Beatrix his wife. But when in March of 
the following year Andrew obtained another adjoining 
piece of land, in which Bartholomew was not concerned, 
be once more ceases to be a " serviens " and becomes 
" civis Norwici." 

Before speaking further of Andrew, we may observe 
that here is another instance of a considerable migration 
into Norwich from the same district, and that a very distant 
one. In this case the immigrants were unquestionably 
persons of good standing. Robert the goldsmith of 
Castleacre must have been a man of position, and able 
to give his son Ralph a good stm-t. Bartholomew must 
also have heen prosperous, for he must have brought 
Andrew his "serviens" with him. If Ralph came to 
Norwich as a married man, we have the migration of 



two familica, wliilc if 
it would seem that 
also one of the iiiimi 
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he married afterwards in Norwich, 
his father-in-law from Westacre was 
grants. This setllemeut must have 
ears before the dute of these deeds. 
Bartholomew hud long been a leading citizen, for he waa 
one of the bailiffs in 1*282. Andrew's advancement must 
also have taken some years to reach the position in which 
we find him. 

To return to Andrew and his original position. I have 
specified the description given of bim in the above deeds, 
because it seems to me to have but one possible meauing. 
When Andrew etauda by himself he ia " citizen," when 
in conjunction with Bartholomew, he ia "aerviena." 
This word, it ia true, ia of very wide signifioanoe. In 
the early apprenticeship bond, already referred to, occurs 
the expression "serviens vel iipprenticins." It is almost 
certain that in the early Leet Rolls " serviens " must 
often mean apprentice. But here this seems impossible. 
If Andrew had merely once been Bartholomew's "appren- 
tice," there could be no sense in perpetuating the memory 
of the fact. It must, I think, mean that Andrew was 
under the feudal control of Bartholomew, and that 
Bartholomew did not choose altogether to forego the 
claim. Thus, again, we see that on the one hand feudal 
bondage waa not a. bar to citizenship, while on the other 
hand the feudal lords would not allow citizenship to be a 
bar to their claims. Both these statements, indeed, admit 
of proof. 

That even serfs were admitted to the freedom of the 
city we have the direct evidence of the 36th Chapter of 
Customs mentioned above, which treats of admission to 
citizenship. It begins with saying that the utmost care 
ought to be exercised in this mutter, because those who are 
admitted are free "et non aervi alicujus" — no man's servanta. 
And after laying down the conditions of admission to one 



i Iiad been un apprentice and lo one wbo Iiuil not, it 
enda thus: — "And i£ a 'aervus' desires to enter be must 
first seek bis lord's license by bis letlers patent." This last 
clause would be understood hy most students to ineun thut 
a "servua" was obliged to seek bis lord's license within 
B year and a day, but tbat after tbat time no nne could 
toterfere with him. But a case to be tnentioned directly 
ibrowB some doubt on tliis commonly received theory. 

The clause beiirs rather the appearance of an afterthought, 
and might belong to the beginning of the next century, 
but the only mention of a "nativus" in the Conveyance 
Rolls appears to amount to as much. On 1st April, 1288, 
Kicbard, son of Simon Skilnian de Hedersete, conveyed to 
Adaro de Stirston, clerk, citizen of Norwich, a place of land 
in St. Giles, which is said to have been acquired by Richard 
from Sir Balpb Malherbe and from Roger son of Richard 
de Hellegate, " uativo suo." If a bondsman was qualified 
to be a joint owner of land in the city with his country lord, 
and to be a party to its alienation, it seems scarcely to admit 
of doubt tbat he would be also eligible for admission to the 
citizenship if he applied for it. 

The other statement, that the feudal lords did not without 
a considerable struggle relinquish their rights over the 
residents in the city has already been shown in the action of 
John de Vaux and Bartholomew de Acre. It appears still 
more clearly in the last case which I will cite, a case which 
is most remarkable in all its details. It is referred to by 
£irkpatrick in S(reets and Lanes, p, 34, but ha liud no 
occasion to dwell on the particular point at present before 
UB. He says "The said William de Colton in a plea of 
villenage against him. wherein it was alleged that he 
belonged to the Manor of Costeaeye, produced a Charter of 
King Edward I., &c" The plea was brought before the 
judges at Westminster, in 6 Edw. II. (1313),' and will be 
< Caiam Rege Roll, S Edw. 11. m. 26. 
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fimii'l fully recited in the "Town Close Evidences" prepared 
for the case between tlie citizens and freemen of Norwich 
with respect to the ownership of the Town Close. The case 
is aa follows ; — 

The manor of Costeesey was then iu the King's hands, and 
he had granted it on a life term to John de Clavering. This 
John, prohiibly from some examination of the records of the 
manor, complained to the king that no less than eighteen 
" villuni " belonging to his manor had withdrawn them- 
selves and their goods and chatties, and transferred them 
to various places within the bailiwick of the SherifT of 
Norfolk and SuflbJk, to the king's damage. "Yillani" is 
used here, as perhaps in the case of Henry Fyschel, as 
including "servi," and, in fact, John de Clavering claimed 
them all as serfs of the manor. It must not be supposed 
that there hud been a general exodna of the manorial serfs 
at any one time. The manorial rolls had evidently been 
seorehed for a great manv years back. 

We are concerned with only four of the eighteen : 
William Fiz, William Mouiidford de Colton, Henry son of 
Robert Tobyn, and his brother John. These four, asserting 
their freedom uiid being thereupon attached to answer the 
charge, appeared and thus pleaded on their own behalf. 
They all said that they were '"free citizens of the king's 
city of Norwich, resident and abiding therein, to wit, the 
said William de Colton for sixty years and the said William 
Fiz for thirty years, at scot and lot and at rendering 
tallages with the free citizens, and that without challenge. 
And the said Henry son of Robert Tobyn, and his brother 
John, said that they were born and all their ancestors were 
born in the said city and were resident therein, &c." 

" And upon this they proffer a certain charter of the 
Lord King William I., in which is contained that if serfs 
(servi) shall have remained without challenge for one year 
and a day in cities of the king, or in walled boroughs of the 



iing, or in castles of the ting, from that day they are made 
free, and are free from the bond of serfdom for ever ; and 
Done the less the said Henry and John his brother profler a 
charter of King Edward, father of the king that now ia, 
granted to the aforesaid Robert, their father, in these 
words, &c." The charter produced was a grant from the 
king, in 1292, to Eobert de Kegham, of some houses in 
Norwich, formerly belonging to Isaac son of Deulecrea the 
Jew, which had escheated to the king at the expulsion of 
the Jews iu 1290, 

" And in like manner the said William de Colton 
proffers a charter of the said king, granted to him in 
these words, &c." — William de Colton's charter referred 
to two pieces of land in the Nedler-row in the Market. 
In 1293 several of the stalls in this row were rebuilt.* 
William, being the owner of three pieces of land, obtained 
Hcense from the bailiffs to build on them. (The deeds 
containing these grants are still in the Guildhall.) In 
Ihe case of two of them, luckily for him, he was obliged 
to seek the sanction of an " Inquisitio ad quod damnum," 
jirobably because the holder of each of these tenements 
was liable to the annual payment of one halfpenny to 
the king's laudgable. The inquisition reported favourably, 
and the required license was granted by the king on 
10th May, 1305. 

The fourth defendant, William Fiz, having no such 
royal grant to fortify his case with, was obliged to take 
his clmnce. 

Against these pleas John de Clavering protested, on 
behalf of the king, alleging that the manor had come 
into the hands of Henry II., and so down to the then 
reigning king, and that they had been seized of all the 
defendants and their ancestors as their villains. 

After several adjournments the matter was at last 
• See StruU a«d Laiiei, p. 31. 
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decided in the case of WjlliBm de Colton and the two 
brothers, in these words : — " Whereas the Lord Edward 
the king granted to the father of the aaid Henry and 
John, to them and their heira, and also to the sttid 
William de Colton and hia heirs as aforesaid, his ehartera 
aforesaid, as to freemen, &c,, against which charters no 
inquest of the country may be admitted, it is declared to 
the said Henry and John hia brother, and to William de 
Colton, that they go hence without a day, saving the 
king's right, &c." That is, they were dismissed without 
the liability of further proceedings. 

As for William Fiz, ail he could do was to plead his 
thirty year's residence in Norwich aa a free citizen 
without challenge, and he claimed that a jury of hia 
country should enquire into it. Thereupon it was ordered 
that a jury be appointed for the purpose, partly from the 
city and partly from the county. The finding of the 
jury is not recorded in the printed " Town Close Evidences." 

What atrikea us moat forcibly in this case is the great 
length of time which had elapsed since these serfs were 
alleged to have withdrawn themselves into the city, and 
yet they were reclaimed. Further, it appears that the 
theory of a year and a day in a city being sufficient to 
guarantee freedom, though based on an alleged decree of 
William the Conqueror, was not relied on, and in the 
case of William Fiz waa not adduced a second time. 
The claim of William de Colton and the brothers Tobya 
to freedom was admitted solely because the predecessor of 
the reigning king had admitted it by granting them 
charters, as to freemen. That being so, no further dis- 
cussion of the matter was permissible. 

Now, the case is rendered somewhat less simple by the 
fiict that John de Clavering did not prefer the claim on 
his own behalf, but on that of the king, as the real lord 
of the manor. This might bring the case under the 



(^ration of the legal maxim that against the king's 
rights no lime can form a bar. Though, therefore, this 
pW of residence for so long a period was not relied on 
against Ihe king, it might have heen quite a sufficient 
defence against anyone else. I think that a fair cod- 
sideration of the evidence will lead ua to conclude that 
the defence, while it was certainly not absolutely admitted, 
waa yet not altogether rejected. "We can hardly etippose 
that a veritable charter of William I., declaring the 
freedom of a serf after a residence of a year and a day 
in the city, waa actually produced. It can only mean 
that the statement was alleged as a fact which it waa 
hoped might be acknowledged. If it had been acknow- 
ledged, surely the king would have been bound to abide 
by it CTen as against himself, just as he stood to the 
charters of hia predeceaaor. \V'o have aeen reason also 
lor thinking that this doctrine waa not acknowledged by 
Bartholomew de Acre when he described Andrew de Acre 
as hia "serviens," long after a year and a day. And 
the "nativua" of Halph de Malherbe can hardly have been 
less than a year and a day in the city when he joined 
his lord in aelling a mesauage. Still on the other hand 
we may obaerve that the plea of residence was not held 
altogether futile, even against the king, for this waa the 
only point wliich the jury were to be appointed to decide 
iu the caae of William Fiz, who Apparently had no other 
plea to offer, and did not deny, as Henry and John Tobyn 
did, that his ancestors had once been villains of the manor 
of Costessey,' 

We may conclude, then, from the few instances of ivhich 

* SouH towns, ai Shrew iibiirjr, Oloucestcr, £c., bad a oIbubs in their 
duit^n ol thd thiri.wnrh ueat.ury to the effect that if any man's " nativuB " 
rmnaincd in the town, aad shared in lot and (cot, a )-MT and a day without 
ohutleDgii, he might ddI ho reclaimed hy his loTd, hot might remain frae in the 
■aid town. The apocificatioa of the priTiJe^^ rather goes to prove that it 
wu not an absolutely acknowledgiHl right. —U roas, Oild Mirchant, i. 30. 
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the memory has thus suryived, that as the city of Norwich 
grew and prospered in the thirteenth century it gathered not 
only within its sheltering fold, but also within the privileged 
circle of its free citizens, not a few " villani " and even serfs. 
And although, as opportunities presented themselves, their 
former lords tried to recover their rights over them, they 
probably seldom succeeded even then, and still less as the 
influence of the towns increased and that of the feudal 
system diminished. In the welcome thus accorded even into 
its innermost circle to persons of all ranks and conditions, 
Norwich was honourably distinguished from some of its 
compeers, and especially from the greatest of them all, 
London, where the privilege of citizenship was refused to 
anyone of servile origin (Liber Albus, 33). 

Here I must close this somewhat discursive series of 
"notes.*' Much more information might doubtless be 
gleaned from the stores in the Public Record Office and 
even from our Municipal Records. One element in the 
building-up of the City has here been untouched, the eccle- 
siastical. The social and commercial influence exercised 
by the monastic and other ecclesiastical bodies, which added 
so considerably to the population, might be largely traced 
out by a diligent study of the Rolls of the Obedientiaries and 
other documents in the Cathedral Treasury. We may hope 
that the day is not far distant when their secrets will be 
searched out and revealed. 
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Of ttie church plate in Norfolk, of pre-Reformation 
>.dii4o» there are no specimens of chalices remaining, but 
^^bere are as many as thirty-three patens. About one 
-4^Biidted have now been noted as existing in the whole 
/imintry, so that our county possesses a third of them. 
^ Onefal search has been made in both Archdeaconries, and 
'■8 no further discoveries have been made in the last year 
€nr two, it is probable that no more remain.^ It is a 
matter of surprise that any medieval plate exists for use 
at all, considering the stringent measures taken at the 
Reformation period to do away with everything that was 
looked upon as superstitious. In the valuable paper by 
Mr. W. H. St. John Hope and Mr. T. Fallow, F.S.A., in 
the 43rd vol. of the Archceological Joui^nal, on the classi- 
fication of chalices and patens, it is suggested that as the 
order for confiscating the "chalice" was intended to in- 
clude the set of eucharistic vessels, it might have been 
taken literally by the parochial authorities, and the patens 

^ At Billingford (near Scole) and Wiggenhall St. German's (near Lynn) 
the paten-covers of Elizabethan cups have been evidently made out of earlier 
patens. A small circle of rays, for enclosing an obliterated device, probably 
the v«micle, is quite visible in each. 
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ill some cases spared. The Commissioners, however, were 
not in general to be satislied with half -measures, and there 
seems to have been a great indifference in the parishes 
to the spoliation of their churches. Much plate, no 
doubt, found its way into private hands, and some of it 
may have been restored again to the churches at the 
accession of Queen Mary, especially where the patron, or 
principal owner, was a Roman Catholic ; and may have 
heen retained when Elizabeth came to the throne. In 
the Diocese of Norwich the churches were rich, and the 
Puritan feeling strong, oud it would be one of the first 
to engage the attention of the spoilers under Edward 
VI. It may be, therefore, that the injunctions of 
Elizabeth were in some places regarded as forestalled, 
and the work already done; and accordingly a few 
patens were overlooked. It is to be observed that almost 
all the pateus in the following list, and indeed iu the 
country generally, are of late date, and none are such as 
would be of much value at the time, or remarkable for 
rich workmanship or jewelled decoration. This is pro- 
bably to be accounted for by the circumstance that the 
commissioners would appropriate the best and costliest, 
and leave for parochial use only the commonest and the 
latest that had been then provided. 

It is hardly necessary to say tliat the medieval paten 
WAS a small circular plato, without any foot, engraved 
in the centre with a sacred device, which is enclosed in a 
sunken circle, usually foliated. It was intended to fit the 
bowl (jf a chalice as a cover. The subjects in the centres 
do not show much variety : the commonest is the Vernicle, 
or Face of our Lord, within a nimbus and rays ; others are 
the Manus Dei, or Hand of God raised in benediction ; 
the sacred monogram for "Jesus," and the Agnus Dei 
These are all represented in the Norfolk patens, with the 
addition of an enamelled figure of St. Margaret in that 
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at Felbrigg. The old inventories of church plate supply 
many other similar devices. 

The slight differences in the make of all the known 
patens have been classified, as already stated, by Mr. Hope 
and Mr. Fallow, under certain forms and types, which 
are very useful for their purpose. The distinctions noticed 
do not apply to their dates, but to their shape. They 
divide them first into two forms. " In Form I. the paten 
is sunk with a plain circular depression ; this first de- 
pression being followed by a second, which is multifoil 
in outline. In Form II. there is but one depression, 
which is either circular or multifoil. These two forms 
of paten comprise seven classes or types," viz. : — 

Type A (Form I.) Lower depression quatrefoil ; central 
devices, various. Date circa 1180 to 1260. 

Type B (Form L or II.) Lower depression, or single 
depression, octofoil or multiple ; central device usually 
the Manus Dei. Date circa 1260 to 1300. 

Type C (Form I.) Lower depression sexfoil, with plain 
spandrels ; central device usually the Manus Dei, Date 
circa 1300 to 1450. 

Type D (Form I.) Lower depression sexfoil, but span- 
drels filled with a rayed leaf ornament; central device 
most frequently the Vemicle, with, in many co^es, an 
encircling glory of short rays. Examples occur from 
circa 1430 to 1530. Some of the later examples of this 
type have an engraved legend round the rim. 

Type E (Form II.) Single circular depression, with 
more generally ifjjJ or ijc as the central device. Date 
circa 1450 to 1510. 

Type F (Form I.) An elaboration of Type D, which it 
resembles in general form ; but the central device has a 
glory of long rays filling the field of the paten, and the 
rim bears an engraved legend. Central device various. 
Date circa 1525. 
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Type G (Form 11.) An elaboration of Type E. Single 
circular depression, with central device surrounded by a 
glory of long rays. The rim bears an engraved legend. 
The only two examples extant of this type both have 
the Vemicle as the central device. Date circa 1520 to 
1535. 

By the kind permission of the various custodians of 
the patens remaining in Norfolk, photographs have been 
allowed to be taken of every specimen, and they are now 
reproduced for illustration. For several of them the 
Society is indebted to Mr. FaUow, who supplied them 
by his own camera. 



The descriptions of the patens, given in the Archceo- 
logical Journal, are so complete and accurate that I 
cannot do better than transcribe the account of the 
Norfolk ones, as I have permission to do, for this list, 
only altering the order to agree with the illustrations, 
and adding a few slight comments. 

1. FELBRIGG. Silver gilt, with enamel. Diameter, 
5 5 inches. 

Device: Enamelled on a separate plate, inserted from 
behind, a figure of St. Margaret of Antioch (the patron 
saint of the church). She is crowned, and stands beneath 
a canopy. In her right hand is a cross, the lower staff end 
of which is pressed in the open jaw of the dragon. The 
left hand holds a closed book. Surrounding the enamelled 
plate is a circle, with twenty-one short rays on a hatched 
ground. 

Spandrels with double leaf on stalk. 

Raised edge to rim, with sixty-five short rays on a 
hatched ground, pointing inwards to rim. 
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No marks. 

Date, circa 1520. A very beautiful paten. 

Type D. Form I. 

2. MERTON. Silver gilt. Diameter, 5 J inches. 
Device : Agnus Dei, facing to dexter. No ground below 

the feet. Over the fore-shoulder rises an upright pole 
with banner. The field is tooled in grooved lines, perhaps 
for enamel, no trace of which remains. All within a circle, 
containing thirty plain dots. 

Spandrels with rayed leaf. Plain edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1470. Type D. Form I. 

[The thick material of this paten, and the stiff drawing 
of the Agnus, has led me to think it a good deal earlier 
than the above date. But the rayed leaf in the spandrels 
is somewhat against my view.] 

3. BEIGHTON. Silver, formerly gilt. Diameter, 
4| inches. 

Device : Manus Dei issuing from the folds of a sleeve, 
and with cruciform nimbus on a hatched field. All within 
a circle of twelve short rays, a pellet within and between 
each ray. Plain edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, middle of fourteenth century. Type C. Form I. 

4. CROMER. Silver. Diameter, 6^ inches. 

Device : Manus Dei, which issues from the fold of a 
sleeve, and is immediately surrounded by pointed rays of 
glbry. All within a circle of twenty-four short rays on 
a hatched ground. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1500. Type C. Form I. 
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On the rim has been engraved Cromer Parish, 1768. 
[This suggests that it may have been obtained at that 
time from another parish.] 

5. FOXLEY. Silver gilt. Diameter, 5A inches. 
Device ; Manus Dei, which issues from the fold of a 

sleeve, and surrounded by clouds. All within a circle of 
sixteen short rays, with three pellets, triangularly within 
and between each ray. 

Plain edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1350. Type C. Form I. 

6. PASTON. Silver gilt. Diameter, ^ inches. 
Depression angular. 

Device : Manus Dei, issuing from the clouds, in which 
appear three stars. All within a circle of twenty-seven 
short rays, on a hatched ground. In the 6eld of tlie 
paten are faintly incised two concentric circles from tho 
radius of the centre. 
Plain edge to rim- 
No marks. 
Date, circa 1450. Type E. Form II. 

7. RUNTON. Silver gilt. Diameter, 5f inches. 
Device: The monogram I.H.C, in Lombardic letters, 

with contraction above, and five crosses witliin a hatched 
circle, enclosed by a band of twenty-one short rays. 

Spandrels, with three leaves on stalk, sprayed outwards 
from the centre of the paten. 

Plain edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 14.90. Type D. Form I. 

8. BEESTON-NEXT-MILEHAM. SUver parcel-gilt. 
Diameter, 5i inches. 
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short blunted rays, a pellet being within and between 
each. Centre of paten deeply depressed. 

Spandrels with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1420. Type D. Form I. 

12. HAPPISBURGH. Silver, probably whole gilt 
originally. Diameter, 4| inches. 

Device : Vernicle, on a separate plate inserted from 
behind, and formerly enamelled, no trace of which re- 
mains. Bust, with twisted hair falling straight on the 
shoulders. Beard slightly forked. Shoulders in tunic. 
Cruciform nimbus in a separate circle to the he€ul. All 
within a plain circle. 

Spandrels with rayed leaf. 

Legend in black letters pounced on the rim : — 

•f> ^cctptte • ex • {)oc • omnes • f|oc • est • eni • corpus « 
meu • quolJ • p • bobi% • tralittur • 

Molded edge to rim. 

Three hall-marks : (1) An animal ; (2) the leopard's hea^, 
crowned; (3) and small black letter g, the London date- 
letter for 1504-5. Type D. Form I. 

13. BANNINGHAM. Silver parcel-gili Diameter, 
5 1 inches. 

Device : Vernicle. Bust, with straight hair falling on 
the shoulders. Beard forked. Shoulders in mantle ; the 
upper half of a lozenge-shaped morse in front shown. 
Cruciform nimbus to head with short straight lines of 
glory enclosed in an ellipse. All witliin a circle of sixteen 
short split rays. 

Spandrels, with rayed lecdP. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1520. Type D. Form L 
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U. BEECHAMWELL. Silver. Diameter, SJ inches. 

Device : Vernicle. Bust, with straight hair falling on 
the shoulders. Beard forked. Floriated cruciform uimbris 
and straight lines of glory within a separate circle to 
head. Shoulders and breast in tunic. All within a plain 
circle, the fieiil of which is tooled, perhaps for enamel, no 
trace of which remains. 

Spandrels angular, and with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

Three hall-marks: (1) The maker's, a nondescript fleur- 
de-lys (as on the Wylye chaUce, Wilts) ; (2) the leopard's 
head, crowned ; (3) damaged, but is a London date-letter, 
circa 1520. Type D. Form I. 

15. BEESTON REGIS. Silver gilt. Diameter, 6 in. 

Device : Vernicle. Large and boldly -designed bust, with 
straijjht hair falling ou the shoulders, which are covered 
with a mantle fastened in front with a cruciform morse. 
Beard forked. Cruciform nimbus (a cross patonce) to 
heail. AJl within a circle of eleven short blunt rays. 
Three pellets triangularly (compare Bacton paten) within 
and between each ray. Diameter of device, 2 inches. 

Spandrels, with rayed loaf. 

Molded edge to rim, with slight beading. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1450. Type D. Form I. 



16. BRANCASTER Silver gilt. Diameter, 5J inches. 
Device : Vernicle. Bust, with long straight hair. Beard 
long and forked. Shoulders in a mantle. Floriated cruci- 
form nimbus in an ellipse. All within a circle of fifteen 
short split rays, between each of which is a shorter ray, 
the circle interrupted by the device at the lower part- 
Spandrels, with leaf on stalk. 
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Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1520. Type D. Form I. 

17. OULTON. Silver gilt. Diameter, 6 J inches. 
Device : Vemicle. Face only, unconventional and with 

crown of thorns on the brow. Hair wavy and curled. 
Beard undivided and blunt. Cruciform nimbus and rays 
surrounding the face. All within a wreathed band, and 
beautifully designed and engraved. 

Spandrels, with small double leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1525. Type D. Form I. 

18. CASTON. Silver, originally gilt, or parcel-gilt 
Diameter, 5^ inches. 

Device : Vcnaicle. Bust, with twisted hair, falling 
straight. Beard pointed. Cruciform nimbus and straight 
lines of glory to the head. All within a circle of fourteen 
short split rays, interrupted at the bottom by the device. 

Spandrels, with varying rayed leaf. 

Band of very small split rays to edge of rim. 

One mark (doubtful), as on North Tuddenham paten. 

Date, circa 1520. Type D. Form I. 

19. COLBY. Silver. Diameter, 4J inches. 

Device : Vemicle. Bust, with straight hair falling on 
the shoulders. Beard sharply forked. Cruciform nimbus 
and straight lines of glory in a broad ellipse. Shoulders 
covered with a mantle, fastened in front with a dicunond 
shaped morse. All within a circle of thirteen short split 
rays. 

Spandrels, with wavy leaf. 
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Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, drca 1520. Type D. Form I. 

20. COSSEY. Silver parcel-gilt Diameter 4^ inches. 
Device: Vemicle. Bust, with straight hair falling 

towards the shoulders. A curled lock in centre of the 
forehead. Beard doubtful. Diamond-shaped morse in 
front. Immediately round the head are nine short split 
rays. All within a plain circle. 

Spandrels, with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge, partly lost, to rim. 

Three haU-marks : (1) Maker's, doubtful ; (2) the 
leopard's head, crowned ; (3) a Lombardic capital T the 
London date-letter for 1496-7. Txte D. Form I. 

21. GISSING. Silver. Diameter, 51 inches. 

Device : Vemicle. Face only, with long straight hair 
curled at the ends. Beard forked and curled. Plain 
cruciform rays to the head, which is unenclosed by any 
surrounding circle. Tliis treatment of the central device 
is, so far as is known, unique. 

Spandrels wavy, with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

Three hall-marks on under side of rim : (1) a heart — 
a well-known maker's mark (as in Cripps' Old English 
Plate, under 1515, in Chronological List) ; (2) the leopard's 
head, crowned ; (3) date letter (doubtful). [It appears to 
to be a small black letter x, the London date-letter for 
1514.]* Typed. Form L 

22. HANWORTH. Silver parcel-gilt. Diameter, 4| in. 
Device : Vemicle. Face only, with long wavy hair. 

^ The marks on this paten were wrongly deciphered hy me at vol. ix. 95, 
and those here given should he suhstituted. 
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Beard forked. Face, with cheek marks and wrinkled. 
Floriated cruciform nimbus to the head, the limits of 
which slightly exceed a plain enclosing circle. 

Spandrels, with varying leaf device, freely treated. 

Very slight moulding to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1450. Type D. Form I. 

23. HOCKERING. Silver gilt. Diameter, 5J inches. 
Device : Vernicle. Bust, with straight hair, curled at 

the ends. Beard forked. Cruciform nimbus. All within 
a plain circle. 

Spandrels, with seeded flower of three petals. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1520. Type D. Form I. 

24. HOCKHAM, GREAT. Silver parcel-gilt. Diameter, 
6^ inches. 

Device; Vernicle. Face only, with long wavy hair, 
curled at the ends. Beard peaked. Cruciform rays to 
the head in an ellipse, which exceeds the upper portion 
of a plain circle, enclosing the device. 

Spandrels, with rayed leaf. 

Three hall-marks : (1) The maker's, two links of a chain, 
OS on chalices at Leyland, Lancashire ; and Jurby, Isle of 
Man ; and on paten at Great Waltham, Essex ; (2) the 
leopard's head, crowned ; (8) a small black letter tn, the 
London date-letter for 1509-10. Type D. Form I. 

25. HOLKHAM. Silver parcel-gilt. Diameter, 4^ in. 
Device: Vernicle. Bust, with long wavy hair. 

Shouldoi-s in a tunic. All within a circle of fifteen 
short hatched rays. 



Spandrels, with a wedged leaf. 
Molded edge to rim. 
No marks. 
Date, circa 1520. 



Type D. Form I. 



29. SUFFIELD. Silver pai-cel-gilt. Diameter, 6^ in. 
Device: Vernicle [on a separate plate, inserted from 

behind]. Face only, very small, and with twisted hair 
which follows the outline of the head. The forehead is 
wrinkled. Circular nimbus, with straight lines of glory 
to the head. All within a band of twenty short sharp 
pointed rays. 

Spandrels, with device of seeded flower and double leaf. 

Molded edge, with a small beaded ornament to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1480. Type D. Forai I. 

30. THURGARTON. Silver parcel-gilt. Diameter. 
4 J inches. 

Device i Vernicle. Face only. Hair wavy and twisted, 
following the outline of the face. Curled, lock in centre 
of the forehead. Centre of beard curled in a lock, the 
sides drawn off aud curled with the ends of the hair of 
the head. Cruciform nimbus, the three upper limbs only 
shown, although space for the fourth below the face is 
unoccupied. All being on a dotted ground, within a plain 
circle. 

Spandrels, with wedged leaf. 

No marks. 

Edge to rim (partly lost^ almost plain. 

Date, circa 1520 ? TrPE D. Form L 



31. TITTLESHALL. Silver. Diameter, .'ij inches. 
Device: Vernicle. Bust, with twisted hair. Beard 
forked. Shoulders bare. Cruciform nimbus, and straight 
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lines of glory in an ellipse to the head. All within a 
circle of sixteen short rays. Well designed and engraved. 

Spandrels, with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa 1525. Type D. Form I. 

32. TUDDENHAM, NORTH. Silver parcel-gilt. Di- 
ameter, 4^ inches. 

Device: Vemicle. Small and very rude. Bust, with 
straight hair. No beard or hair on the face. Cruciform 
nimbus. All within a plain circle. 

Spandrels, with rayed leaf. 

Very slight molding to edge of rim. 

One mark (doubtful), as on Gaston paten. 

Date, circa 1520 ? Type D. Form L 

33. WYMONDHAM. Silver. Diameter, 6 inches. 
Device : Vemicle. Bust, with twisted hair, curled at 

the ends. Beard forked, but blunt Cruciform nimbus, 
in an ellipse. All within a circle of sixteen short rays. 

Sp£uidrels, with rayed leaf. 

Molded edge to rim. 

No marks. 

Date, circa, 1520. Type D. Form L 
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IN THE PARISn OF CASTLRAORE, NORFOLK. 



H. H0U8MAN, B D., l 



It if On Clt\c\aur , 



The parisli of Castleacre, near Swaffliam, in Norfolk, 
has long been noted for its antiquarinu reniaina. These 
comprise the distinct traces of a Homan camp ^ very con- 
siderable remains of pre-Norman earthworks, and of the 
castle built by William of Warren, to which the village 
owes its present name ; above all, the remains of a priory, 
founded by the said William of Warren, second Earl of 
Surrey ; and, as if such an inheritance of historical 
antiquitiea were not enough for this favoured parish, a 
fourth object of interest has lately been found to belong 
to it by the discovery of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery. 

The existence of this cemetery was suspected some 
years ago, when, on making the hedge and ditch which 
now form the western boundary of the Priory Field, 
some cinerary urns, believed to be of Saxon make, were 
discovered. From time to time since then, urns and 
fragments of urns have been unearthed by the plough, 
each discovery adding strength to the supposition that 
the spot in question was the site of an ancient place of 
burial. A full and thorough examination of the locality 
was thus ea^rly desired on the part of all who were 
interested in our national anti(]uities. At the au^estion 
of Dr. Jessopp, by the kind help so liberally given by 
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^K". Henry Willott of Brigliton, and with the feiml 
permission of Mr. W. H. Hudson, of Manor House Furni, 
Cfistleacre, the tenant of tlie 6el<l, sucli an examination 
was commenced early in Octtjler, 1891. 

Priory FieW, the site of the proposed exploration, lies 
about a mile and a half to the north-west of the village 
of Castleacre, bordering on the high road to King's Lynn. 
It covers the southern side of a gently sloping chalk 
hill, the surface soil rarely exceeding a foot in depth. 
The examination was commenced by cuttiufj a shallow 
trench 3 ft. in breadth, and about 6 ins. deep, and some 
30 ft. in length in a straight line, running due north 
and south. Having taken otf the surface of the soil, the 
■workmen were instructed to dig carefully with trowels 
and other small tools to the further depth of about four 
inclies in search of urns. It was not long before one was 
found, and the spot was carefully marked as a centre for 
all further measurements ; it was 45 ft. due east of the 
hedge bounding the Field to the west, and 220 ft. due 
north of the hedge to the south. This urn was much 
broken, and it was soon observed with regret that 
the urns had been deposited so near the surface that in 
almost every instance the repeated ploughings to which 
the soil bad been subjected had destroyed more or less 
their mouths and necks, and in many cases shattered 
them so completely that they fell to pieces at the first 
attempt to remove tbem. Eleven feet south of this first 
urn another was found; a little further on another, and 
then others, all more or less fractured. At first it was pi-o- 
posed to mark on the plan the exact position of each urn 
as it was discovered, but owing to the frequency of their 
occurrence this became impracticable, and, in fact, would 
serve no useful end. They had been deposited without 
any regard to order or regularity; sometimes singly, 
frequently in pairs, sometimes in groups of four or five 
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close together. Having continued this first trench for 
about 50 ft., when no more uma were discovered, short 
trenches running towards the western hedge were duff, 
which proved even more prolific of urns than the original 
trench. Scarcely ten minutes ever elapsed without a. 
notice from the workmen that they had come upon a 
fresh one. Other trenches, pai-allel to the short one run- 
ning east and west, were dug at the distance of about 
4 ft. from each other, and a few were also dug nmuing 
east from the first long one, but these scarcely yielded an 
urn ; the heart of the cemetery was evidently to the west 
of the original trench. 

The work of the first four days, October 7th to 10th, 
having abundantly proved the existence of a Saxon 
Ometery in the Priory Field, the next object was to 
endeavour to ascertain its limits. Trenches were cut, one 
after another, to the south of the central point, uutil at 
a distance of 87 ft. the urns ceased ; nothing was found 
beyond, and thus the southern limit of the cemetery was 
satisfactorily ascertained. 

The ITt-ns. — Considerably more than fifty, including 
those which had been so shattered by the plough as to 
have left mere traces of what they had been, were dis- 
covered. They were all of coarse pottery, evidently made 
of the sandy clay of the district, and burnt in smother 
kilns, giving them the black appearance of the ordinary 
Upchurch ware. In size they varied from a diameter of 
12 inches to that of 7 or 8 inches. With the exception 
of those which were perfectly plain, and showed no orna- 
ment whatever, no two were alike, either as to shape or 
decoration. About twelve were got out in fairly perfect 
preservation, and these have since been deposited in the 
little museum for local antiquities in the Priory. The 
favourite ornament was a circle, about half an inch in 
diameter, filled with crossed lines; or a larger one. 
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ing a cross of four lines, tKe inner circumference 
npposite to the angles bearing a small triangular figure. 
This ornameDtatiou is eminently characteristic of Saxon 
pottery (Wright, p. 493), and at once distinguishes it from 
Roman, and it appears to have been stamped, as Dr. Wright 
observes, with the carved end of a stick. Sometimes large 
rough flints had been laid upon the mouth of the urn by 
way of protection. The urns had not been deposited upon 
the bare chalk, but in every instance upon a bed of mortar 
some six inches deep, and so deeply were they imbedded 
in it that it was often a difficult matter to raise them 
without leaving the bottom of the vessel behind. 

Contente of the Ui-ns. — In every case the urns were more 
or less filled with the surrounding soil, beneath which lay 
a hardened breccia of comminuted human bones, partly 
calcined and discoloured by fire. With these human re- 
mains some of the urns coutaiued the thin hollow bones 
o£ a bird, apparently about the size of a rook. If each 
cm contained the remains of a human bmly after cre- 
mation, it was remarkable how very Eiijall a portion of 
the skeleton was left after the process, The fragments of 
the skull seemed remarkably thin and delicate for those 
of an adult. No trace of a jaw was observed, and only 
two teeth were found, and these very small ones. It 
was remarkable how often the tiny land-shell, Achatinu 
ctcicula, had insinuated itself into the urns, and found a 
habitation among the bones. 

In carefully examining the contents of the urns, several 
small articles, all connected with personal or domestic use, 
were found Nothing which would come under the desig- 
nation o£ " valuables," such as coin or jewellery, had been 
deposited with the ashes. 

The following is a list of the articles found in the 
cinerary urns : 

L Bronze knife, 6 inches i 



length, sharp and pointed 
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as when umile, witli the fang for the handle, whicli, being 
probably of wood, had perished. 

2. Another, 4 inches in length. 

3. Four pairs of iron scissors, or, rather, little shears, of 
Roman pattern. See illustration on p. 409 in Dr. Wright's 
The Cflt, the Roinan, and the Saxon. 

4. Two needles. 

5. Four pairs of bronze tweezers, one attached to a wire 
ring for suspension. 

6. Two fragments of glass vessels, one stamped with the 
letter R. 

7. Many circular discs of bone, flat on one side and 
convex on the other ; the flat side showing sometimes one 
and sometimes two shallow holes, not penetrating to the 
circumference. These curious objects are sometimes called 
" buttons," which I feel sure is an erroneous designation. 
They could not possibly have been sewn on, and the one 
or two shallow holes preclude the idea of their being 
fastened on in any other way. Neither is there anything 
about them to suggest that they could have been used 
as ornaments. My own impression is that they were 
counters, or " men," for draughts, the Saxons, we are told, 
being much addicted to that game, and that the holes were 
merely made in order to give the workmen a Ann hold 
when manufacturing them. 

8. On the mouth of one urn was found a large perforated 
bead of coarse clay, probably the weight for a fishing net. 

9. A small yellow bead. 

10. Several glass beads. These had been burnt with the 
body, and were all more or less fused with the soil. 

11. The most frequent objects found were fragments of 
bone combs. On one specimen the body of the comb is 
most artistically ornamented. 
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OOMMUNICATBD BY 



W. H. ST. JOHN HOPE, M.A. 



Thebe are not many places in England where, as at 
Castleacre, there may be seen, within a circle of only 
half a mile in diameter, a Roman camp, an Anglian burh, 
A Norman castle, a fine medieval church, and extensive 
rains of a Cluniac priory, besides some interesting 
remains of ' ancient domestic architecture of various 
dates. 

]Each of these features presents material for a separate 
paper (and perhaps an opportunity may occur later for 
one on the camp and castle), but the subject of the 
present paper is the Priory of Castleacre. 

We learn from William de Warenne's foundation charter 
of Lewes Priory, the date of which is between 1087 
and 1089, that he and Gundrada his wife intended to 
found at Castleacre a monastery for monks of the 
Cluniac order, some of whom he had already placed 
in "the church of our castle of Acre." The new house 
was to always remain suVject to, or a cell of the Priory 
of Si Pancras at Lewes. Before his death in 1089 
De Warenne issued a charter of foundation to the new 
monckstery, and endowed it with various churches and 
possessions, including the church of Acrp. 

VOL. XII.] I 
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William de Warenne the second of the name, on 
succeeding his father, confirmed the founder's gifts and 
added others. It seems from his charter that the monks 
established in the castle had already begun the monastery 
on its present site, for among De Warenne's gifts were 
"two orchards and all the cultivated ground from the 
orchards to my castle, in which by my encouragement 
and help they have now founded their church, because 
that in which they now dwell is too strait and very 
inconvenient for an abode of monks." According to 
Matthew of Westminster, "the church of the Blessed 
Mary of Castleacre was founded " in 1090, and Blomefield 
says it was consecrated by William Turbus,^ bishop of 
Norwich, in the lifetime of William de Warenne III., 
that is between 1146 and 1148. 

Later documents throw very little light on the 
architectural history. The atdci hospitum is mentioned 
in an early deed, and others provide for the burning 
of lamps before the altar of St. Nicholas and the altar 
of the Apostles. 

In 1275 there were thirty-two monks, who had 
increased in 1279 to thirty -five. The surrender made 
Nov. 22nd, 1537, is signed by the prior and ten of 
the monks. 

The Valor of 1534-5 gives the clear yearly value as 
£306. lis. 4s^d. It also reckons lOs. as the usual 
amount offered yearly at the '*arm of St. Philip within 
the monastery." 

The priory stands immediately to the west of the 
village, its site or precinct being an area of about 
twenty-four acres, gradually sloping down from the lane 
which bounds it on the north to the river Nar on the 
south (see plan, Plate IV.) On the east it is bounded 
by another lane, now called Church Lane, and on the 

» Turbui, 1146 to 1174. Wurenne, 1136 to 1148. 
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west by cultivated land. The precinct was orif^inally 
enclosed by a wall, of which considerable portions are 
still standing on the north and east, and a few frag- 
ments on the south. The western line is uncertain. 

The entrance to the priory is on the north, through 
a fine Tudor gatehouse of flint and V)rick, which is set 
back about 180 ft. from the highway. The remains 
of the priory itself stand as nearly as possible in the 
centre of the precinct, and consist of large portions of 
the church, especially of the west front and the nave 
and transepts, of the chapter-house, dorter, reredorter, 
and frater, while parts of the cellarer's building are still 
complete even to their roofs. There are also some 
remains of other buildings on the south-west. 

When I first visited the site in 1889 the eastern part 
of the church, and the sites of the infirmary and other 
outlying buildings, were only indicated by mounds of 
rubbish, and the floors of the other portions were buried 
under several feet of earth and stones. 

With the exception of certain excavations made fifty 
years ago by the Eev. J. H. Bloom, wlio cleared out 
the nave and its south aisle, the transepts, and the 
chapter-house, no systematic examination of the ground 
plan of the buildings had been made. 

Taking advantage of a projected visit of the Royal 
Archaeological Institute during its Norwich Meeting, I 
was able, through the kindness and liberality of the 
noble owner, the Earl of Leicester, KG., to begin the 
regular excavation of the site at Whitsuntide, 1889. 
Since then, by the aid of subscriptions collected by the 
Eev. Dr. Jessopp and myself, and of grants from the 
Society of Antiquaries and the Norfolk and Norwich 
Archaeological Society, extensive clearances have been 
made in the church and cloister, and elsewhere, while 
the undercroft of the dorter has been entirely opened out 
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through the Hbt-mlity of Mr. Henry WiUett The result 
ia the recovery of an almost complete plan of a Cluniac 
Monastery (see Plate IV.), which, besides presenting 
many interesting features of ita own, is a valuable 
con tri tuition to our knowledge of monastic architecture 
and arrangement. 

The buildings are arranged in the fi>llowing order round 
the cloister: on the north, the church; on the east, the 
chapter-house, and the dorter with its sub-vault ; on the 
south, the warming-hou.'ie and fmter; on the west, the 
cellarer's lodging with the priors aimeixt. On the north 
of the transept is the sacrist's checker, and east of the 
dorter the group of buildings called the infirmai-y or 
" farmery." Across the end of the dorter itself is the 
reredorter, while the kitchen was semi-detached on the 
south-west of the fi-ater. The outlying buildings will be 
dealt with in describing the outer court and precinct. 

The first of the buildings was, of course, the church. 
This was planned and earned up quite independently of 
the other buildings, which are built up against it at 
the points of Junction at the south-west angle and the 
ends of the transepts without any bond. 

The original church of the beginning of the twelfth 
century consisted of a pre.sbytery of three bays with 
an eastei'n apse, and narrow aisles of two bays ea«h, also 
ending in apses; a central tower; north and south 
titinsepts, each with an apsidal chapel ; and a nave and 
aisles of seven bays, with two western towers. Although 
it was only 200 feet long, the existing remains show that 
architecturally the church was a building of considerable 
importance, and despite its small size, with its three 
towers it must have held a high place among the Norman 
churches of East Anglia. With regard to its arrange- 
ments, a good deal can be made out from cuts and marks 
left on the piers and walls, and from analogy with 
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contemporary buildings. There can be no doubt that 
each of the five apses contained an altar, and although 
the parishioners of Castleacre had no rights in the 
church, there was a principal altar in the nave, and at 
least two others in the nave aisles. The monks' quire 
was under the crossing, and perhaps extended a little 
way into the presbytery, and the stalls were returned 
against a screen at the east end of the nave. West of 
this screen was another between the first pair of piers, 
against which stood the nave altar. The altar in the 
north aisle stood at its east end, but that on the south 
side was in line with the nave altar, so as to leave 
room behind it for the monks' entry from the cloister. 

Early in the fourteenth century the church was 
lengthened 32 feet by the addition of three new bays 
to the presbytery. The east end of the south aisle was 
also rebuilt, and probably that of the north aisle also, 
but whatever existed on this side was removed during 
the fifteenth century, together with the apsidal chapel of 
the transept, to make room for a large north chapel. 

Although the walls of the eastern half of the church 
are now reduced to only a few feet in height, chiefly 
on account of the poor character of the masonry, which 
is in strange contrast to the extraordinary solidity of 
the Norman work, many interesting features in the 
arrangements can be made out. The cause of the 
extension was probably due to a desire for more light, 
the only windows in the ground-story of the old 
presbytery being the three windows in the apse. In 
the new work, besides the east window, which was 
doubtless a large one, there were six other windows, 
three on each side. The platform of the high altar was 
approached by three broad steps extending across the 
presbytery, and paved with plain yellow, black, and 
green tiles. The finding of some of these tiles in place 
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enabled me to fix the levels, but of the altar itself no 
trace remained. To tlie west of the lowest step there 
is on each side a low recess in the wall, with curved 
back, apparently a seat. The sedUia proper were further 
east, but no trace of them remained, owin^ to the 
destruction of the wall. The third bav contains on the 
south side an almery or locker, and opposite to it an 
original doorway from without; this, however, was sub- 
sequently blocked and turned into a recess. The fourth 
bay has on each side a deep and wide recess coming 
down to the floor, and roughly paved with tile. These 
probably contained cupboards for relics or jewels. 
Immediately to the west, on both sides, is a skew 
passage cut through the wall when the presbytery was 
lengthened, for entry into the quire from the aisles. 
Between these entrances and the relic cupboards was 
the step called the gradua chori or presbyterii. The 
two westernmost bays, after the lengthening of the 
presbytery, formed the quire ; the monks' stalls being 
placed on each side, and returned against a stone screen 
at the west end. Some idea of the importance of the 
quire stalls may be gathered from the interesting fact 
that in 1413 (or 1414) master John Waryn, chaplain, and 
Richard Buk, carver and carpenter, were sent by 
Mettingham College to Lynn and to Castleacre, to view 
the stalls there, prior to building new stalls in the 
collegiate church.^ 

The excavations were singularly unproductive of relics 
or architectural fragments throughout the quire and pres- 
bytery. Immediately behind the site of the high altar 
we uncovered the fragments of a coarse earthenware pot 
whicli may have contained a heart or the entrails of 
some person. A trench cut in search of the foundations 
of the original apsidal end brought to light a stone 

* Arehaohgical Jourtial, vi. 64. 
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coffin beneath the steps up to the altar, and immediately 
to the west the foundations of the apse itself. 

The puZpitum or screen at the west end of the 
quire was 5 feet 10^ inches deep, but only its lowest 
course in part remains in place. The use of brick in its 
construction shews that it was chiefly of fifteenth century 
work. The entry or quire door has a pavement of 
plain tiles, and just to the west the site of a grave 
is marked out by a border of larger tiles. 

The removal of the rubbish from the south aisle of 
the quire, where it was over 7 feet deep, brought 
to light several interesting features. First was the 
evidence of the replacing of the original apsidal end 
by a square chapel which still retained the base of 
its altar, with a broad sinking in the wall above it 
for a " table " or reredos. South of the altar is the 
lower part of the piscina, with a projecting half- 
hexagonal shaft to contain the drain. Just west 
of this is a door into a vestry or chapel, apparently 
an early addition. In the next bay the Norman wall is 
pierced by two fourteenth century doorways : the first ^ 
had a double door and opened into a covered alley com- 
municating with the farmery ; the second opened into a 
large circular vice or stair, octagonal outside, that probably 
led to a room over the vault of the aisle. This room 
was perhaps the treasury, but it may also have 
contained a pew or closet looking into the quire, 
like the royal closet at Windsor, or that at St. Bar- 
tholomew's, Smithfield, where the prior could hear 
mass without being seen. The westernmost bay of 
this aisle* had a stone bench against the wall, and 
over it a recess in the wall like a piscina, but with 

s See Section 1, Plate II. 

* Section 2, Plate II., is that of the hase of the wall pilaster hetween 
this hay and that east of it. 
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no drain. On the rjuire suie the piers were found 
standing to a height of some foet. Between them 
were the bases of two tliiu parallel walls: that on the 
quire side formed the foundations of the stalls ; the 
other represented a wall closing each bay behind the 
stalls, and eonvei-ting tliem into two wide and deep 
i-ecesses, probably to liold presses for books and vest- 
ments. The aisle could have been lighted by one 
window only, that over the altar. The floor was 
of tiles laid in bands, and cuts in the arch into the 
transept shew that here was a wooden screen. Both 
this and the original north aisle were vaulted, but the 
presbytery and quire hod a wooden roof, seemingly 
covered with tiles, if we nmy assume this fixim the 
quantity of fragments found. 

I was not successful, as in the presbytery, in finding 
under the aisle floor any traces of the fouudations of 
the apse, but it is possible to suggest a reason for its 
absence. In the case of the presbytery there can be 
no doubt that the eastern extension was carried up 
high enough to be covered in, temporarily or otherwise, 
before the apse was removed, so that the services might 
not be interrupted ; the apse was then taken down 
to just below the floor level, and its foundations left. 
In the case of the aisle there was no need to keep 
the apse up while the new east end was being built, 
so it was entirely removed to begin with, and then 
the extensions carried out. 

Tlie north quire aisle was replaced in the fifteenth 
century by a large chapel with vaulted ceiling.* It was 
three bays long and 19 feet wide, or nearly twice the 
width of the old aisle. The masonry was of far 
better character than that of the new presbytery, and 
all the moulded work was of excellent character. The 

' Siution 3, rintc II., is thai uf Ihe vmilting rib* of thii ceiling. 



113 

walls are now reduced to about 5 feet in height, 
except at the north-east angle, which stands as high as 
the springing of the vault. The vaulting shafts are 
partly recessed in the wall. The chapel had three 
windows on the north, and one on the east, all filled 
originally with painted glass, of which many fragments 
were found outside. The removal of the rubbish 
inside disclosed large portions of the original flooring 
of plain yellow and black tiles, in which towards 
the west end is inserted a stone grave slab (6 feet 
5 inches long) incised with a plain cross on steps. At 
the east end the remains of the flooring shewed that 
the altar stood on two steps. Against the wall is the 
base of the altar itself. It is 8 feet 6 inches long, and 
2 feet 10 inches wide, and the plain marks on the 
plaster where the slab touched the wall shewed that 
its top was 3 feet 3 J inches from the floor, and that 
the slab, which was 4 inches thick, projected 2 J inches 
• in front and at the ends, and so was 9 feet 1 inch 
long, and 3 feet OJ inch wide. In the north end 
of the altar was a plain recess 14 inches wide, 
and 18 inches deep, and another in the south end 
16 inches wide, and 23 inches deep : their upper 
parts are unfortunately destroyed. The only altar 
in which I have found like recesses is that still 
standing in the chapel of the so-called " pnor s 
house" at Wenlock, also a Cluniac priory. Such an 
an^angement seems however to have been not uncommon, 
and we have many representations of altai-s with a pair 
of cruets standing in a recess at the end, shewing 
that these recesses served the purpose of a credence 
table. To the south of this Castleacre altar are traces 
of the usual drain and of a projecting seat or sedile. 
On the quire side of the chapel the two bays behind 
the stalls were walled off* and made into recesses. 



The eastemmnst was probably the place for keeping the 
jewels and ornaments of the chapel.* The other recess 
was entei-etl by a narrow door only 21 inches wide, 
and had a winding stair at its eastern end, probably 
to a wooden gallery or loft on the top of tlie stalls. 
The rest of the recess was perhaps a store-place. 

The transepts, which are Norman, are far more jwrfect 
than the work east and west of them, and their res- 
toration, architecturally, on paper would not be difficult. 

The nor til transept was 32 feet long, and 25 feet 
wide, and stands to about two-thirds its full height. 
On its ea.st side the ground story had two arches : 
the one opened into the north quire aisle, and later 
into the north chapel ; the other originally opened 
into a semi-circular apse, but owing to the new chapel 
being wider than the old aisle, it was taken down 
and changed into a shallow polygonal recess against 
which the chapel abuts outside. The recess retains 
the base of its altar, which is 5 feet 2 inches luncr, 
and 2 feet 7 inches wide, and the marks on the plaster 
shew that it was 3 feet 1 inch high, and stood on one 
step. The areh has the cuts of a wooden screen 
that crossed it before the apse was removed, and 
has in each jamb a later mutilated recess. The arch 
into the aisle also has cubs for a screen. The blank 
wall between the arches contains a small square recess, 
and from the way in which the tile flooring ends 
at the south there seems to have been a small altar 
here raised on a step. The noi-th wall of the transept 
has two doorways in it: a tall one in the middle, 
with an ascending flight of steps to the outside; and 
another at the east end, opening into a vice or stair 
to the wall passages and roof. The west wall had 

' The base of tlie pillar formiaK the weat and of this cecoss i» 
cut aw»y ID places foe fonuer sorseuB or fittings. 
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an arch into the nave aisle, but is otherwise plain. 
Just to the north of this arch there is built into 
the wall a vertical rebate for the door of a stone screen 
or enclosure aliout 6 feet high. This extended east- 
ward, but not across, as there are no marks of it 
on the opposite wall, nor of its return against the 
north wall. The triforium stage has a wall gallery, 
which on the east side is pierced by two arches 
opposite others on the inner side opening into the 
spaces over the apse and aisle vaults. The north 
side w^as arcaded, but pierced opposite two windows, 
which themselves formed openings in an external 
arcade of intersecting arches. The west side was also 
arcaded, but pierced opposite a window and an arch 
into the nave aisle roof ; outside, this window is set 
in the middle of three intersecting arches. The 
clerestory is much ruined all round, and on the east 
is entirely gone. The north gable has traces of an 
intersecting arcade, but nothing to shew how this was 
pierced. On the west was a like arcade, pierced by 
three windows. 

The south transept closely resembles the north in its 
main features, especially in the second and third stages. 
The ground story havS, on the east, an archway into 
the quire aisle and another into the apsidal chapel, 
which here remains fairly perfect. It has, however, 
been altered inside to get rid of the curved back, 
seemingly to make room for a large table or picture 
behind the altar. There are no remains of the altar 
itself, and the floor is nearly covered by a great fallen 
fragment of the vaulted roof. On the south side is a 
drain, and in the north jamb of the arch from the 
transept a large almcry has been cut. The arch has 
at one time been closed by a massive screen. In the 
wall between the ai'ches on this side of the transept 
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there is, at the floor level and partly below it, a 
small recess, 12 J inches wide and 21 inches deep, 
with a rebate all round. The back is not vertical, but 
curves forward at the top, where it is broken away. 
What this recess was for is not clear. It may have 
heen closed with horn or glass, and held a lamp to 
light the floor at night, but I do not remember such 
an arrangement elsewhere, though I have seen lamps 
placed on the floor for this purpose in large churches. 
At the north end of the same piece of wall are two 
cuts in the plinth, as if for a screen. As there are 
no corresponding marks opposite, this perhaps enclosed 
an altar, or the cuts may have been made for some 
piece of furniture. The south wall has a door at 
its east end into a circular stair, as in the opposite 
transept, but instead of a central door, there is a large 
round-headed recess, as if for a tomb, which has been 
roughly enlarged at the east end. East of this is a 
locker, and west of it a square cupboard extending 
down to the floor, with traces of wooden lining and 
shelves. The west wall has a great hole knocked in 
it, to the north of which is a wide, shallow recess, 
with curved back, perhaps for a lavatory. A richly- 
ornamented lavatory occurs in the same position at 
Wenlock. The back of this Castleacre recess, Mr. Bloom 
describes as presenting " the singular appearance of an 
early English window traced with a pointed instrument 
upon the stucco while the cement was moist, and still 
exhibiting evident traces of the colouring with which 
it was adorned/'^ Very few traces of this now remain. 
The arrangements of the triforium and clerestory re- 
sembled those of the north transept ; but there were 
no windows in the south triforium, owing to the chapter- 

^ Rev. J. H. Bloom, Notices, Hintorical and Aniiqwnian, of the dtstle and 
Fiiory ai Ca^lUacie in the Cuunty of yoij'olk (Louduu, 1843), 198. 
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house outside. The clerestory openings were pierced in 
an arcade of round-headed arches, interesting traces of 
which remain on the east and south, but on the west 
the upper part of the waJl has fallen. 

The transepts had wooden ceilings, and were not 
vaulted. 

Of the central tower nothing is left but the stumps 
of its piers, three of which stand about six feet higli ; 
but the fourth remains to nearly the height of the 
springing of the arches, though stripped of all its 
ashlar facing. The north and south arches were once 
closed by walls or screens; there are also cuts in the 
bases for other, and perhaps later, partitions. Some of 
these obviously belong to the time when the quire 
was under the crossing, but it is not easy to make 
out their exact sequence. 

The nave has unfortunately been much ruined, and 
almost the whole of the clerestory and triforium have 
gone. Of nine out of the twelve pillai-s only the 
stumps or bases remain, and of two more only the 
cores are left. The only perfect pillar is that which 
supports the south-west tower. Although the arcades 
were alike, the piers carrying the arches were of a 
different pattern in each bay, and towards the west 
the work was of a richer character, such pillars as 
were semi-cylindrical being deeply incised with spiral 
grooves or a bold fretty or lozengy diaper, like the 
well-known examples at Durham. From certain 
irregularities in the plan there seems to have been a 
distinct break or pause in the work between the 
third and fourth bays, before it was again taken up 
and finished, and meanwhile fashion had advanced a 
step. At the west end is a wide Norman doorway 
with segmental rere-arch with a rich relieving arch 
above. The doorway is flanked by three tiers of wall 
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aroading, and has over it a lofty fifteenth ceatmy 
window, originally of five lights with a transom, bat 
now devoid of tracery. This replaced three tall Norman 
lights, with probably a wheel window above them. 
The south aisle has also a door at its west end, and 
immediately lieside it two others, one into a circular 
stair in the south-west coiner of the tower, the other 
opening from the cloister. There was another entranw 
from the cloister at the east end o£ the aisle. Under 
the north-west tower were also three doors curresjKind- 
ing to those under the south-west tower. That on 
the north has an ascending flight of steps to tb« 
lay folk's cemetery. On the right of the entry of 
the west door of the north aisle, a square stone aefc 
lozengewise in the floor probably marks the site rf' 
the holy-water stock. The aisles, unlike the nave, 
which had a wooden ceiling, were vaulted throughout. 
The bases of the vaulting shafts shew the same 
curious variety as the pillai-s of tlie arcade, each beii^ 
totally diflcrent from its neighbour. In the south 
aisle they are mostly torn out for the sake of the 
material, but in the north aisle I hod the satisfaction of 
bringing to light the entire series from beneath 5 or 6 feet 
of rubbish. Each aisle was lighted by seven windows. 
On the north side the Norman windows were openinga 
in a wall arcade of three roimd-headed arches in ( 
l>ay (except in the first bay, where there was so 
arcade); but in the lift<!enth century all the windows 
were enlarged, and the aixade built up flush with tiiH 
wall. At the same time the pilaster buttresses 
cut down. On the south side the windows 
higher up, to cleat* the cloister roof, and some i 
them, at any rate, do not neem to have been altered. 
Although the nave has been so completely niiaedi 
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which forms the north side of the south-west tower, 
enables us to recover the complete Jesign up to the 
wall plate. The arches were semicircular, and enriched 
on both sides with two orders of chevron mouldings. 
The triforium had two round-headed arches within an 
enclosing arch, with rich chevron mouldings; and the 
clerestory, three tall semicircular openings, the middle 
one wider and taller than its fellows, all with chevron 
mouldings. The division of the bays was marked by the 
vaulting shafts, which extended without break from floor 
to ceiling. The triforium seems to have been lighted by 
a range of windows. The clerestory windows were 
pierced in a wall arcade. Some of the holes for the 
tinil>ers of the nove roof remain in the tower wall. 
The nave and its aisles, the transepts and crossing, and 
the quire aisles were all of the same level, and paved 
with plain yellow and black or green tiles. But at the 
west end of the nave I uncovered the remains of a 
very rich pavement of the thirteenth century, o£ 
which a beautiful and most accurate drawing made by 
Mr. G. R Fox, F.S.A., is reproduced in Plate I. A 
good deal of the north aisle floor, of yellow tiles, was 
found in place, am! has been covered with turf for 
preservation. 
- The arrangements of the nave, as disclosed by existing 
remains and the recent excavations, are of an interesting 
character. In removing the accumulated rubbish at the 
east end, part of the stone wall of the roodscreen, and 
the base of the nave altar, were found in place. The 
wall, which crossed the nave from pier to pier beneath 
the west arch of the crossing, was 26 inches thick, aud 
had on its east side a stone bench 1 foot broad. The baae 
of the altar is 6 feet 3 inches long and 2 feet 3 inches 
wide. The extent of the platform on which it stood 
WBfi clearly marked by the limits of the tile floor of 



120 

the nave, but the steps themselves had been taken away, 
and the platform destroyed. The stone jambs of the 
doors at either end of the screen had also been removed. 
Besides the cuts made in the bases of the pillars for the 
ends of the stone screen, there are others of earlier date. 
The first pair of bases westward have also broad cuts on 
their inner faces ; and grooves for a light screen or grating 
occur on the second pair of bases. A little consideration 
of these signs and a comparison of the plans of the 
church, as now and originally, make all clear. Until the 
lengthening of the presbytery in the fourteenth century, 
the monks' quire was under the central tower, and 
perhaps extended a little way into the eastern limb of 
the church. The stalls were bax^ked by the walls or 
screens blocking the north and south arches of the 
crossing, and were returned at the west end against a 
screen or puZj^it^tm there. A bay westward was a 
second screen with the rood and its attendant images 
above, and the nave altar on its west side. The 
nave altar was protected by a screen or grating 
crossing the nave at the next pair of piers. There are 
plain marks in the aisles that they, too, were crossed 
by screens (probably with altars against them) in line 
with the roodscreen. The eastern and greater part of 
the church was thus completely cut off from the western. 
When the presl)ytery had been lengthened, all these 
arrangements were moved eastwards one bay; the quire 
into the two western bays of the old presbytery ; and 
the roodscreen and nave altar to the cast end of the 
nave. The east end of the north aisle was closed by 
a wall, which also served as the reredos for an altar. 
On the south aisle, where the principal entry from the 
cloister was, a different arrangement was necessary. The 
Norman doorway was partly destroyed and blocked up, 
and a new doorway made in its place close up to the 
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transept wall. A wall was then built obliquely across 
ibis end of the aisle, with an altar on its west side. 
So narrow an entry was thus left from the cloister that 
the angle of the arch into the transept was cut away 
to give more room. 

In addition to the transverse screens and divisions 
already mentioned, the numerous cuts in the walls and 
pillars shew that there were other partitions in the south 
aisle. The first three arches were closed on the aisle 
side by solid walls or stone screens, and a similar screen 
crossed the aisle at the second pillar and converted 
the two first bays into a chapel. This chapel was 
itself divided by a wooden screen, as a fence for 
the altar. The third arch has also traces of another 
screen on the nave side, perhaps to enclose a tomb 
at some later period. The fourth, fifth, and sixth 
arches were filled by wooden screens, and two othei-s 
crossed the aisle at the fourth and sixth pillars. The 
aisle was thus divided into three chapels, each of 
two bays, only the westernmost bay boin<^ left open 
for access from the cloister. The north aisle was 
comparatively free from divisions. It had an altar at 
its east end, against the wall closing the arch there, 
and a wooden screen at the first pillar. The first arch 
has also the cuts of two screens, a thick stone one, and 
a later wooden one. The second arch has been closed 
by a wood screen on the aisle side. The vaulting shaft 
on the north of the second pillar has slight cuts in it 
which have been partly filled up again, and close by 
there are two pin holes, side by side in the pillar, just 
above the plinth. 

Externally the west front is a very fine and rich example 
of Norman architecture. The central part, which forms 
the west end of the nave, has in its lowest stage the 
principal doorway, of four orders with detached jamb- 
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height. This must have been reached b^ a woodett' 
stair. It was certainly a living room, for the base of a 
garderobe shaft which communicated with it is built 
outside the south-west angle. The roof was of high pitch 
and partly blocked the transept windows. 

From the north-west angle of this building a strong 
boundary wall, probably Norman, runs northwards for 
nearly 100 feet. It originally extended as far as a 
block of buildings of which only a fragment remains. 
On the east side of the wall, in the angle formed by it 
and the sacrist's checker, are the foundations of a room 
about 20 feet square, built of brick, probably a wood 
store. Beyond this again are the traces of another building 
of still later date, about 36 feet long and 21 feet wide. 
There is nothing to shew the use of this. 

The ground to the east of this block of buildings may 
have been a. garden, but some of it formed part of the 
monks' cemetery, which also extended round the east end 
of the church. The ground to the west formed the outer 
or lay folks' cemetery. Four graves were found here 
immediately to the west of the transept (see plan), each 
containing a stone coffin or cist with its cover. One was 
that of an adult, but the other three were clearly those 
of children. The northernmost of a group of three has 
a curious device, which I do not remember to have seen 
before. It consists of a longitudinal band or shaft running 
the length of the lid, and branching out near the head 
into three pointed lobes, one towards each of the upper 
corners, and the third vertical in the centre ; all in 1< 
relief. The fourth grave is separate from the others, ai 
covered by five transverse stones instead of a lid. Tbese 
coffins have all been covered up again to preserve them. 
A fiftli coffin, also of stone, but without a lid, was found 
when lowering the ground in front of the north-west tower. 
During my absence it woe unfortunately taken up and 
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est tower, 
be«n removed and buried. 

The cloister is about 100 feet square, and was sur- 
ronnded by covered alleys 10 feet 3 inches wide, with 
lean -to wooden roofs. The wall to the garth was 
entirely rebuilt of brick and flintwork at the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, but only the base of it 
DOW remains. It contained four large windows on 
each side, and had small doors into the garth at 
the son th -east and north-west corners. The garth 
was merely a grass-plot, and so far as could be 
ascertained by digging, had no laver or conduit in 
middle, as was sometimes the case. The north alley 
was practically the ordinary living room of the monks, 
and has against the chui-ch wall remains of a stone 
bench 21 inches wide, but no existing traces of book- 
cases or other fittings.' At each end were steps 
leading up to the church doors. The west jamb of 
the old Norman east door has a round pin-hole about 
6 feet up, and beside the door is a hole aa if for a 
small locker, perhaps for a lamp. The east alley has 
ia the transept wall a wide and deep recess for the 
book-case known as the armarium commune, and 
next to this a late square -headed locker. Further 
south was the entrance to the chapter-bouse, and 
b^ond it the door of the dorter stairs. Two other 
doors opened into the chambers under the dorter. 
Jost to the south of the dorter door the alley was 
crossed by a step. The south alley contained two 
doors : one at the east end opening into the warming 
house ; the other at the west end leading into the 
frater. I found in this alley a large patch of t)ie 
ori^nal flooring, of large 8- inch yellow and dark 

* The lemoTHl ol Ih? SHhlar of the pilaeler butlreseei hus Jeiitrojrcd 
1^ inmta th«t may have reuiainBii, 
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green tiles laid diagonally, with wall bands of yellow 
tiles. Under this at the west end was a shallow 
drain 13J inches wide, running diagonally towards the 
f rater door, for carrying off raia water from the 
cloister garth. The west alley is nearly all gone. 
At its south end, by the frater door, the remains of a 
plinth may mark the site of the lavatory, which was 
certainly on this side. Two gaps in the wall perhaps 
represent doors into the western range. Beyond the 
second of these is an inserted door of PerpeDdicntar 
work, with pointed arch within a square head, and 
next to the church was once a rich Mornian door into 
the outer parlour, now destroyed on the cloister side, 
and filled up with brick. 

The first of the buildings round the cloister is the 
chapter- house, which here, as at Weulock, immediately 
adjoins the transept. It was originally a handsome and 
lofty Norman room, with arcaded walls, a barrel vault, 
and an apse, and 52 feet 6 inches long by S3 feet 6 inches 
wide. The west end is almost all gone : it had a 
central door, flanked by two large round-headed unglazed 
windows, which seem to have been sub-divided ; and 
above were three large windows to light the room. All 
these windows had moulded arches of two ordere on the 
inner and outer faces. Agaiust each of the side walls 
was a stone bench, which was returned at the west end 
and probably carried round the apse. On this stood 
a low arcade of fifteen arches on each side with 
continuous mouldings. The arcade was also returned 
across the west end under the windows. Above it, 
on each side, was a tall arcade of eighteen intersecting 
arches, which supported a third arcade of tweuty-two 
low round-headed arches with carved capitals. This 
arcade was divided by a corbel into two series 
of eleven arches, and carried a moulded string, from 
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which sprang the tarrel vault The vault itself has 
nearly all fallen; it was quite plain, and had no ribs, 
but was supported midway and at the ends by cross 
arches. The end arches rested on vaulting shafts, but 
tlie central one on corbels. At the east end of the 
Eooth side is a door from without This was perhaps the 
way to the cemetery, since the usual slype is absent, for 
the daily commemoration of the dead there. A little 
to the west may be seen one jamb of another door, 
wliicli was intended to give access to the space under 
the dorter stairs, perhaps for use as a. prison, as at 
Durham. This idea was, however, abandoned, and the 
opening was walled up, and the arcade carried across it. 
Of tlie architecture of the apse we know nothing, as it 
was taken down in late Perpendicular times, and its arch 
underbuilt by a wall pierced with a large window, now 
destroyed. The start of the apse exists on each side, it 
having iteen cut down and converted into buttresses. 

Extending southwards 110 fu-ct from the chapter-house 
was the donnifonii.tii or dorter. It was nine bays long, 
and liuilt as usual, on the tirat Hoor, upon a vaulted 
undercroft. Tlie shell of it still remains in tolerable 
preservation, and it is not difficult to make out its 
arrangements. It was reached by a flight of nineteen 
steps at the north end, opening from the cloister by an 
enriched doorway which stands upon a step. The door 
was double, and only one leaf was ordinarily opened, as 
may be seen fi-om the gi'e^ter wear on the north half of 
the steps. Of the steps themselves only the first six remain. 
The stair was cut ofl' from the dorter at the floor level 
by a wall 5 feet high. On this rested a floor or loft, 
which extended over the west end of the staircase for 
some 15 feet. The window sills were 5 feet from the floor, 
and had a stringcourse immediately below, now nearly 
all torn out. On the west side the first four bays had 
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each a window towarJs the cloister. These were pierced 
externally thi-ough an arcade of good round-headed 
arches,* which stood on a stringcourse about a foot 
aliove the cloister roof. There were three blind arches 
between the windows. The next three bays of the 
dorter have no windows, owing to the abutment against 
thcni of the soutltern range of buildings. The two last 
bays have their original Norman windows filled up and 
cut down for the insertion therein of smaller late 
Perpendicular windows, with brick rere-arches. On the 
east side thero were originally eight windows ; the 
southerDinost bay being unpierced. Of these the seventh 
and eighth have their Norman heads, and the sixth 
alone retains its ornamented Norman rere-arch. All these 
windows have, however, been altered by filling them 
up and inserting late Perpendicular windows at a lower 
level, with arches made of brick. A window of the 
same date has also been pierced thi-ough the former 
blind ninth bay. Externally the pilaster buttresses on 
this side have been destmyed for the sake of the ashlar. 
The south wall has disappeared. It had, however, a door 
or doors on to a bridge to the rere-dorter, formed by 
a barrel- vaulted passage between the two buildings. 
Crossing the dorter between the fourth and fifth bays 
was a partition, and just south of it a doorway in the 
west wall opens into a small garderobe, which still retains 
part of the stone front of the seat, and grooves for the 
seat itself. This garderobe probably marks the position 
o£ the prior's or sub-prior's " cell " or cubicle. The monks' 
cells were, of course, ranged along the side walls. 

The undercroft or sub- vault of the dorter was 
built after the usual fashion aa one long apaitment, 
divided down the middle by a row of nia.s.sive piers. 
On these, and half -piers against the side and end 



* One of thoie archci Tt 
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walls, rested a series of transverse arches carrying the 
vanity which had no ribs. The vault itself has long 
ago fallen or been removed, and nearly all the ashlar 
work has been picked out from the piers, windows, 
and doors. During the past summer the accumulated 
soil and debris, which varied in depth from about 4 
to 6 feet, was cleared out of the undercroft at the 
expense of Mr. Henry Willett, under the supervision 
of the Eev. Charles Houseman. I had previously 
ascertained that certain partition walls existed, but the 
effectual clearance of the rubbish has brought to light 
the whole of the arrangements. 

The first or northernmost bay was completely walled 
off, and entered from the cloister through a handsome 
archway of two orders, with detached jamb shafts, and 
other shafts carrying the soffit. The vaulting shafts 
were also of an ornate character, but only those 
against the dorter stair are left. Opposite the entrance 
was a window. In the floor are two plain slabs of 
Porbeck marble, which Mr. Houseman ascertained to 
cover interments. There are no traces of any fittings, 
except against the eastern half of the south side, 
where there are some rough foundations for a press 
or bench. From the position and character of this 
room there can be little doubt that it was the 
common parlour, or place where talking was allowed. 
I do not, however, remember to have seen or heard 
of this room being used as a burying place. 

The second bay was also walled off, and divided into 
two parts by a cross wall. As there is no opening 
on the cloister side, the western half must have been 
quite dark, except for such light as entered through 
the door, which can only have been on the south side. 
The eastern half had also its entrance on the south. 
It has a wide recess on the cast, with a bold roll 
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moulding down the jamba, and over this was a 

window. The recess was not a fireplace, aa the stones 
shew no signs of fire, and its purpose is uncertain, aa 
is that of both divisions of this bay. The dark part 
was probably a cellar. 

The third bay formed a passage from the cloister to 
the farmery. Its western entrance has been stripped 
of all its ashlar, but the opposite end retains the lower 
part of an inserted doorway of Decorated date. 

The fourth l)ay has no opening on the west, and was 
lighted by a window on the east, at which end there 
may have been a door from the farmery passage. The 
party wall on the south only extends half way, there 
being no division east of the pier. 

The eastern half of the fifth hay thus formed one 
room with the fourth bay. It has a wimlow on the 
east, which has either been blocked or diminished. The 
western half of the fifth bay was shut off by a thick 
party wall, in which are the grooves for the wooden 
frame of a door. It was entered on the west fi-om the 
warming-house by a door with ornamented jambs. 

The sixth bay has a party wail on the south, and 
was entered from the warming-house by an important 
door. The east window has been enlarged to the full 
width of the bay, but is now stripped of all its ashlar. 
Under the window, and partly returned along the south 
side, are the foundations of a stone bench, composed in 
part of moulded stones. 

Seeing to what a variety of purposes these undercrofta 
were put, it would be useless to speculate as to the uses 
of the chambers I have described. 

The seventh and eighth bays were shut off from tlie 
rest by a thick party wall, and formed one room, winch 
presents several interesting featui-es. 

In the north-west corner, and partly formed by the 
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laion wall, is an oblong tank, 10 feet long by 4 feet 
wide, with another about 4 feet squai-e attached to it 
on the soath, Both tanks are 3 feet deep, witli battering 
sides, and are constructed of cliallf aud flint masonry, 
coated ali over, inside and out, with a curious hard dark 
grey cement. The bottom of oflcIi has been damaged, as 
if to extract leaA pipes there, and the junctions with the 
west wall have been broken down to extract the ashlar 
facing of the vaulting shafts. The tanks arc otherwise 
in good condition. There are no other features about 
them than what I have described. The room in which 
they stand was lighted by two windows on the east and 
two on the west.* 

The south side was originally a solid wall, inasmuch 
as it carried the end wall or gable of the dorter above. 
It was probably pierced by a door or doors, but these 
were subsequently enlarged into two wide archways or 
openings into the space outside, which separated the 
dorter range from the reredorter. This apace was at first 
open at both ends, and covered by a barrel vault, 
forming a bridge from the dorter to the reredorter. 
When tlie south end of the undercroft was thrown into 
it, the east end of this space was filled up with a wall 
in which was a doorway.' The west end was also closed, 
apparently by a furnace or kiln of some sort, of which 
only very slight traces remain. It is, tlierefore, not 
unlikely, as Mr. Mickletliwaite has suggested to me after 
a careful examination of the place, that this part of 
Uie buildings was used as a malt-house. The tanks 
would serve for steeping the grain in ; the enlarged 
floor space afforded plenty of room on which to spread 

* The west oiadow of the seventh tnj wns pvtij blooked up by the 
tanke, and that to the east hu been blockai] or altered. 

* In th« south vail, noar tbo east end, is a wide and roagbly mailB 
reecM, irhicb, whan uucovered, wm found nearly full of laimn] buaca. 
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the grain to germinate ; and the kiln would be handy 
for drying it I was at first puzzled to find an entrance 
into this place, for the door on the east has been carefully 
blocked with masonry, and there certainly were no other 
doors on the east or on the north or west I sub- 
sequently found a doorway on the south, leading into 
the lower story of the reredorter, and this must have 
V)een used as the entrance. 

The reredorter itself is of Norman date, and one of 
the most complete examples that have come down to us. 
Moreover, all its arrangements can be clearly made out. 

It stands on a much lower level than the rest of the 
buildings, and consists of a basement, a ground story, 
and an upper floor. (See section.) Its internal length is 
ifl feet The basement was divided longitudinally by a 
thick wall into (1) abivjad tunnel or water channel; and 
(2) a nan-ow drain. The former had a paved bottom 
and a segmental barrel vault, which was divided into 
four bays by transverse ribs or arches. This tunnel was 
9 feet 4J inches wide and 6 feet 10 inches high to 
the crown of the vault. The drain is a narrow water- 
way, 2J feet wide, open up to the first floor, with vertical 
sides and a flat paved bottom. 

The ground story consisted principally of a wide hall 
extending the whole length of the building, and lighted at 
each end by a window, with a barrel vault divided by 
transverse arches into six bays. In the north wall 
were three original doorways : one in the centre com- 
municating with the dorter sub-vault ; another to the 
east from the area between the dorter and farmery ; and 
a third on the west communicating with the cloister 
through the warming-house. This last was subsequently 
blocked up, probably when the malting arrangements 
were made, and a new door cut obliquely through 
the wall to the west of it. The south aide of the hall 
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u a partiiion wall, about 4 feet 3 iochea thick, cutting 
it ofi from the drain. In it are somew)iat irregularly 
[nerced twelve round-beaded openings, once faced with 
uhlar, and probably fitted witli doora. The bottom of 
each recesa has the rear half cut down with a eteep 
elope as a shoot into the drain, and faced with ashlar, 



^Riich has been repaired here and there with brick. The 
seats rested on stone brackets on each side, many of wbich 
remain ; and the back of the recess waa closed by a 
vooden partition. (See the accompanying section.) The 
south wall of the building has nearly all been destroyed 
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above tlie floor line of this story ; like the corresponding 
building at Lewes, it was probably pierced at intervals 
for ventilation. 

The upper story communicated with the dorter, also 
like the Lewes example, by a bridge. It had a window 
at each end, of which the southern, at any rate, waa in 
late times blocked or reduced in size, perhaps as at 
Durham, "to make the house more close." The side 
walls are both broken down, but it is evident from the 
remains of the gable ends, which are fairly perfect, that 
all the divisions and fittings were of wood, and placed 
directly over the drain. (See section.) The arrangement 
closely resembled that in the corresponding building at 
Durham, which is described in Rites as a " faire large 

house, and a most decent place adjoyninge to the 

Dorter, towordea the water, for the Monkes and Novices to 
resort unto, called the Privies .... And every seate and 
particion was of wainscot, close of either syde, verie 
decent, so that one of them could not see one another, 
when they weare in that place." The roof waa a wooden 
one of high pitch. The buttresses on the north-east of 
the reredorter have all been cut away flush with the 
wall, and there are signs of some wooden shed or building 
having been placed against the wall. 

As the river is 40U feet away, and apparently running 
in its old channel, it is not at first sight easy to 
see how the reredorter was kept constantly supplied 
with water; but on closely eiaroiuing the precinct wall 
on the east, at about 400 feet from the bottom of 
Church Lane, I found the remains of the arch of a 
bridge or tunnel passing under the lane, from whence a 
depression extended to the reredorter. On the east aide 
of the lane it waa difficult to see where the water channel 
joined the river, but I think the line I have indicated 
on the 0. S, plan {Plate IV.) is approximately correct. 
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pRBBmg tLrough the reredorfer, the stream skirted 
the kitchen and its yard, then turned towards the south, 
and again joined the river. There are no visible remains 
of aluice gates or other provision for damming or diverting 
the water. 

Before proceeding with the description of the other 
buildings round the cloister, it will be convenient here 
to examine those east of the dorter. These collectively 
form the infii-mitonum, or "farmery" as it is usually 
called in English, which was the place for the sick and 
infirtn, and for those monks who W€re temporarily released 
from the strict observance of the rule. In later daya its 
uses seem to have become much more general. The farmery 
at Castleacre consists of two Urge halls, built side by 
side, but not parallel to each other. That to the north 
is certainly Norman, and the other apparently of not 
much later date. The two halls were joined by a passage. 
Two other passages, 7J feet wide, connected the north 
hall with the cloister and the church. All these passages 
ore of Decorated date, and probably replaced others 
built of wood. 

The north hall had three doors: one on the west, 
which was the chief entrance; another on the north, 
containing a flight of steps; and a third opposite to this 
on the south, opening into the passage to the southern 
haU. At the upper end we found the atone step of 
the dais, with a rebate for the tile floor, A projection 
at the south end of the dais probably marks the place 
of a wall pulpit It is possible that this hall in late 
times was used as the viisericorde, where the monks 
might eat meat. 

The passage to the southern hall has on its east side 
a wide doorway into some building, of which we could 
find no traces, and in the south end of the same Bide 
was another hut smaller door. At this end the passage 



130 

suddenly widens out westward to double its first width, to 
cover the eecond of two doorways into the BOuthem hall. 

This hall is in the main of late Norman work, but 
the doors are fourteenth century insertions or alterations, 
and a large fireplace was added at each end at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. The diagonal 
buttresses are also additions : that on the south-east 
of the fourteenth century ; that on the aouth-weat 
when the fireplace was inserted. The tall was divided 
midway by two parallel partition walls into two great 
chambers. The eastern chamber has a door in its 
south wall, and a blocked Norman door in the south- 
east corner. From the south door to the fireplace 
at the east end was a stone bench against the wall. 
In the north-east corner are the Jamba of two 
doors, which wore originally intended to afford ingress 
from the north and east respectively, but they were 
abandoned and walled np during the course of the 
building. Between the partition walls dividing the 
hall was a flight of stone steps ascending southwards. 
At the foot of the stairs was a small lobby, and under 
them on the south was a door with wooden frame from 
the western chamber. The Htairs led to the upper 
floor of a long narrow building, extending as far as 
the stream, where it terminated in a garde robe with 
two vertical shafts. The lower story was probably a 
storeplace. The western half of the hall has two 
entrance doorways opposite to each other at its east 
end, and a large fireplace at the upper end. Both 
halls have unfortunately been so ruined that it is 
impossible to say how they were actually lighted or 
what were their precise uses. It is also a question 
whether, at any rate, the southern hall had an upper 
floor, A fragment of its north-west angle, which is 
standing to some height, shews no signs of one, and 
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the thinness of the walls is proof that one was not 
contemplated originally. On the other hand the two 
halls and such adjuncts as have been traced and 
planned do not form an infirmary capable of affording 
nmcli accommodation. The area between the two halls 
west of the connecting passage was enclosed on the 
west by a wall and was perhaps a garden or court 
with pentices on the south and west sides ; ^ it was 
entered from the western extension of the connecting 
passage. To the east of the farmery there seem to 
be traces of a large garden laid out in terraces on the 
slope of the hill. 

Returning from the farmery to the cloister, there is 
immediately on the left the eastern of the two doorways 
in the south alley. This was of some importance, with 
an ornamental head of two orders curried by juiiib shafts. 
It opened into an oblong room placed between the 
dorter and the frater, and of good height, lighted by 
one window on the north, and originally by two on 
the south. The left side of tJie entrance is now torn 
away through the destruction of a garderobe pit that 
intervened between it and the dorter wall. This pit has 
on its south side a rebated sill for a door, by means of 
which it could be cleaned out when necessary. On the 
east side of the room are two doorways into two ad- 
joining chambers beneath the dorter, the use of which 
is not known. Both doorways have been robbed of nearly 
all their ashlar work, but the lowest portions of both 
remain and shew that the northernmost door was orna- 
mented with the trowel-point ornament, and the other 
with a bold roll moulding round the outer and inner 

* If the Bouthem half had an upper floor, there may have hoon 
a gallery over the western pentice, extending also ovor the farmery 
passage as far as the church. 
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arches. The south end of the room has been altered. 
Ori^inully it had a doorway opposite the entrauce, orna- 
inented with a rull moulding. This opened oa to a wooden 
bridge, placed under a pentice against the dorter wall, 
and leading direct to a similar doorway in the ground- 
story of the reredorter. When the end of the dort«r 
Bub-vault WHS turned into a malting-houso, the drying kiln 
intruded upon the bridge, whiuh was accordingly moved 
a few feet further west, aud new doorways made at each 
end of it; the old doorways were then blocked up. The 
pentice was at the same time widened so as still to cover 
the bridge. A direct covered way was thus provided 
from the cloister to the reredorter. The west end of the 
room is a plain wall of division between it and the frater. 

As to the use of this apartment there can be little 
doubt, notwithstAudiiig the absence of any visible trace 
of a fireplace, that it was the caU.factonuitl or warming- 
house, where the monks could come and warm themselves 
in cold wetither. There are, as usual in such rooms, 
no signs of any fittings, and as there was no upper 
floor, no difficulty arose to prevent the smoke from an 
open brazier in the middle of the room escaping through 
a louvre in the roof. Before leaving this room it should 
he noticed that a broiid strip of the east wall has been 
despoiled of its facing, perhaps because there was a wall 
arcade here ; a similar strip, but narrower and shorter, 
occurs in the south end of the west wall. 

The rest of the south side of the cloister is a plain wall 
with the base of a wide doorway at its west end, with 
certainly two jamb shafts on each side. It opened into the 
refecior-iwm. or frater, a large and lofty hall, 96 feet long 
in all, and 28 feet wide, which flanked this side of the 
cloister. 

The frater is unfortunately much ruined, nnd although 
the walls are still standing t& a considerable height, they 
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The windows in the north wall were bpI; at intervals in 
tm external wall arcade, in continuation of that on the 
west Bide of the dorter. The' wall was also pierced with 
a gullery at the level of the window aills,'' so there was 
probably an internal arcade also. IIow far the south 
side corresponded with the north we cannot tell, as the 
Wall is too far ruined, but at its west end ia the base 
of a small circular stair, with an external door only, that 
evidently gave access to wall passages on both aides, bo 
that the arrangements were probably similiir. In neither 
ride wall is there any trace of the pulpit I'rum whioh the 
weekly lector read during meals. 

Aa the area of the fruter was not excavated, save at its 
west end, we have no information as to its arrangements. 
Bat from the position of the door it is clear that the usual 
passage into which it opened, commonly called "the screens," 
divided the hall into two very unequal parts. The eastern 
part, or frater proper, was about 75 feet long, and was 
probably entered by two doors in the screen or partition 
at the west end. At its upper end would be ibe dais. 
The part west of the screens was about 12 feet long, 
and may have been divided into the buttery and pantry. 
In the west wall, near its south end, is the lower part 
of a large recess or locker. Over the screens and buttery, 
etc, was, doubtless, a loft or gallery. 

Aa there was no doorway into the frater, save that from 
the cloister, it is difficult to see how the food was brought 
in from the kitchen. 

Before, however, discussing this point, it will be con- 
Tenient to describe the remains of the kitchen and its 
approaches. The kitchen stood obliquely and detached 
oa the south-west of the frater, on a much lower level. 
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and from so much ae could be escavated 
been 32 feet square ; but ao little is left that 
can be made out as to its arrangements. The c 
of its masonry points to its reconstruction at a late date. 
It was approached from the main buildings by a low 
passage, 21 feet long and about 10 feet wide, covered 
by a barrel vault. This was built outside of and against 
the west wall of the frater, and gave direct access from 
the kitchen to the cellars. Just inside the south end of 
this passage was a doorway into a small lobby at the 
foot of the spiral stair at the soutb-west comer of the 
frater. I am inclined to think that the back wall of this 
little lobby was pierced with the dresser window, through 
which food was passed into the frater, especially as there 
is no other place where such an opening could have been. 
There may, of course, have been a bridge from the kitchen, 
supposing it stood upon a basement, but no signs of such 
a connexion cun be seen on the fruter wnU, which is here 
high enough to have shewn them. 

'Die western range of buildings originally consisled 
of a single block, about 105 feet long, and two stories 
high, with a porch projecting from the middle of the 
front. The ground story was divided into seven bays, 
but the northernmost was walled off from the rest and 
formed a separate apartment. This, which is still fairly 
perfect, is a fine and lofty apartment,* 26 feet long and 
17 feet wide, with a plain barrel vault without any ribs, 
springing from a rich stringcourse ornamented with sunk 
semicircles. This stringcourse is also carried across the 
west wall, and round the heads of the doorways. In 
the north wall is a handsomely-moulded entrance doorway 
of two orders, with voluted capitals to the detached jamb 
shafts. Beside this, on the east was a small square-beaded 

• A deflp dopoait of rubbinh upon the floor uofottunnteij- delmctfl greatly 
from the height and appeninnGe ut the zoota. 
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"now blocked ; and west of it a like window, but 
of larger size and widely splayed, a fourteen th -century 
insertion. At the east end is a rich doorway into the 
cloister, with chevron mouldings, but now blocked and 
much injured on the cloister side. The south side had 
no original openings, but two holes have been cut through 
it in modem times. The west end has in the centre a 
Norman window, now blocked, with a rich entrance 
doorway" on the north. South of the window is a wall- 
locker. 

There can be no doubt that this was the outer 
parlour, or chief entrance to the cloister from without, 
where the raonks could talk with their friends or transact 
any necessary business; and, as at Durham, it was "a 
place for marchannts to utter ther waires." 

The remaining six bavs formed a great cellar, 78 feet 
long and 26 feet wifie, divided into two alleys by a central 
row of cruciform piers, upon which and the side and end 
walls rested square-edged seiui-eircular arches. Each of 
the twelve divisions thus formed was covered by a quadri- 
partite vault without ribs. The walls are now much 
broken down, and the whole of the vaults has gone, 
but enough is left to show the original arrangements. 
The north end, which abutted against the parlour, has a 
blank wall. The east wall, being towards the cloister, 
has no windows in it, but there is a later doorwaj', now 
blocked, in tho northernmost bay, and two gaps further 
south may represent doorways. One half of the south 
end was overlapped by the frater ; (he other contained 
an opening into the passage, by which stores were taken 
to the kitchen. Five bays of the west wall were 
pierced by windows, of which renoaina exist : they were 
little more than loops, but some have been altered or 
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widened in later times. The third bay from the north 
had a wide arch into the porch, now iilled by a modem 
partition. The porch retains its originul vault, of two 
buys with keeled ribs springing from corbels. The entrance 
urch on the west is curried by huIf-CDlumns with voluted 
capitals. 

The whole of this block was under the charge of 
the cellarer, who kept hia stores in the basement and 
housed in the upper story such giieata aa were assigned 
to hie care. The upper atory seems to have been reached 
by a circular vice or stair, entered from without, placed in 
the north-west comer of the cellar (into which it projects) 
ut its junction with the parlour (see plan), This stair 
gave access to a chapel over the parlour and to the 
cellarer's hull, etc., which occupied the rest of the range. 
The chapel will be described presently in connexion with 
the later changes in this part of the priory. Of the 
hall, etc., practically nothing now remains, save the 
room over the porch, and this baa been completely altered 
and modernized ; it was, however, probubiy a sleeping 
chamber opening out of the hall. The hall had, doubtless, 
a bridge to, or some such com muni cut Sou with, the kitchen 
at it« Houth end, but no traces of this are left. 

During the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries extensive 
alterations and additions were made iu the cellarer's building, 
which can only he followed by careful study of the existing 
remains. The tirst work seems to have been the addition 
of a large Iwo-storicd building on tlje west side of the 
parlour, equal to it in length, but somewhat wider. The 
ground story was divided lengthways by a wall, and each 
of the divisions thus formed is vaulted into two bays 
with simple diagonal and wall ribs, springing from corbels 
in the angles, and from ha If- octagonal piers againat the 
eide walls. The eastern half of the party wall has been 
taken away, but most of the western half remains, with 
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doorway at iis west end. The two noi-tLerrt" 
bays have been divided by a party wall, thus fnrraing 
two inner rooms. The easternmoet has a window on the 
north, and may have been an adjunct to the parlour, 
with which it was in direct communication. The weslern- 
most was entered by the doorway above described: it has one 
window on the west and another on the north, beside which 
is a fireplace,' with a large locker on the left of it. The 
two southern bavs always formed one room, entered by 
a wide doorway towards the east with depressed head. 
There was a second but smaller entrance near the west 
end, from a building there, now destroyed. In the west 
wall is a square-beaded window with four-centred rear- 
arch, and high up in the south wall is a very small 
window, now blocked. This basement was originally built, 
at any rate in part, as a cellar or storeplace, but it also 
served as a porch to the entrance to the circular stair 
already mentioned, which was purposely included within 
it, and furnished with a new pointed head. 

Before describing the upper story it will be convenient 
to follow the other changes in the basement of the cellarer's 
building. 

With the exception of the blocking np of its weat 
window, now rendered useless by tbe building outside it, 
the outer parlour remained unaltered. In the great cellar 
an important alteration was mado in the second bay. Here 
the two quadripartite vaults were taken down, and re- 
placed by two strong barrel vaults running north and 
south (still stsuding), resting on additional musonry 
against the side walla and a thick party wall in 
the middle (see plan). On the south these vaull-s do 
not extend as far as those they replaced, but are stopped 
lat a wall built right across the cellar a little beyond 



' This Groplflce may bo a ktoi iniertiua. 
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tho middle of the bay.* The portion of the cellur thus 
walled off was probably entered by a new doorway on the 
west. The new party wall haa two opeuinga in it; one 
now blocked, apparently a window [though of questionable 
utility); the other of doubtful use and date. To the 
reason for this change we shall come presently. Of any 
further alterations in the remaining buys there is now 
no trace. 

Abutting on the west wall at the extreme end of the 
range are the remains of a narrow building, 26 feet long 
and about 6 feet wide, of Decorated date.' At its west 
end is a fine entrance doorway with continuous mouldings 
(Plate II., section 4), with the dripstone ending in well- 
carred kings' heads. Immediately within is a recess on 
the right hand for the door to swing back into, and 
just beyond, on each side, ia a doorway {Plate II,, 
section 5) opening outwards* into offices now removeil. 
These offices seem to have been of wood ; that on the south 
probably led to the kitchen. 

From its form and position there can be little doubt that 
this building contained a new and more convenient etaircuse 
to the guests' hall than the vice near the parlour dw)r. 
The stairs have long disappeared, and their site is now 
filled by out-houses, etc. The staircase openod directly 
into the hall, or rather into the partitioned -off part, at 
its south end, which was called "the screeus." The hall 
was now shortened by carrying up the new division in 
tlie cellar, mentioned above, thus reducing its length to 



' These chnngss necessitated the blucking up of the trindoiv on the wost 
that lighted tho bay. 

' Thia huilding has heen rooat unaccounlaUy overloolted, Blthoiigh 
atandiug to a coniiidurable height. Id Bi'Llton'a plun it only appeare 
ID ft rudimoularj furm, and ithb bo copied by &Ir. Bloom ; Sir. Uairod 
and Mr. Willim omit it altogether . 

* The heads of Irath doorwayi hsTe heto deatroyed. 
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56 feet, inclusive of the screenSy the width of which 
cannot now be recovered, owing to the destruction of 
the main walls. The jamb of a Decorated window against 
the south-east corner of the porch alone remains, to shew 
that the hall was rebuilt or reconstructed in the fourteenth 
century. On the other side of the division wall considerable 
remains exist of the contemporary alterations made there. 
This part was divided into two floors,* which contained 
rooms of some importance. The flrst floor was one large 
room, about 27 feet long and 19 feet wide, divided by 
its ceiling beams into three bays. On the south was, 
apparently, a wide window looking into the hall ; on the 
west is a fine four-light square-headed window, still quite 
perfect, even to its saddle bars, with the labels ending 
in lions' heads; on the east was a similar window, but 
this and the whole east wall fell down a few years ago. 
In the middle of the north wall is a fine large fireplace, 
ornamented with four-leaved flowers in tlie hollows of 
its mouldings ; on either side of this is one of the corbels 
that carried the wooden ceiling. There are also three 
doorways: one on the north, opening into the chapel 
above the parlour; another in the north-west corner, 
opening into a skew passage® to the room west of tlie 
chapel ; and a third in the south-west corner, opening on 
to a bridge thrown across the corner, outside, to tlie 
chamber over the porch. The only way into this room 
from the hall seems to have been through the chamber 
over the porch and across tlie biidge. Early in the 
sixteenth century an additional stair was made by inserting 
a large circular vice in the north-east angle. This did 
not, however, communicate with the outside, but led down 
to the cloister, so that whoever occupied these rooms 

• Exclusive of the cellar below. 

• To carry this the wall is corbelled out externally over a moulded arch 
resting on large heads, thrown across the angle. 
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might have easy and direct access to the church.' Of 
the upper floor all that is left is part of the west wall, 
with the remains of a Decorated window. • Beside this 
is a small door, through which the room was reached 
by an ascending stair above the bridge from the upper 
floor of the porch. When these rooms were made the 
old stair at the south-west corner of the parlour was 
stopped up. 

Both the chapel and the extension west of it have 
undergone alteration since the fourteenth century, and it 
is therefore not easy to make out their original arrangements 
with certainty. The chapel was reached at first by the 
vice at its south-west corner ; but, when this was after- 
wards stopped up, a new entrance was made from the 
room on the south. This remains, but is now blocked 
externally. The chapel has at its east end a recess, 
17 feet 3 J inches wide and 6 feet 9 inches deep, covered 
by a broad semi-circular Norman arch rising from a 
stringcourse, which is also carried across the east wall. 
The arch is moulded on its edge, and one of the members 
has a curious ornament like a row of cones stuck one 
into anotlier. The recess is raised one step above the rest 
of the chapel, and is paved with tiles ; within it stood the 
altar upon another step now removed. The original window 
has been replaced by a wider one of three uncusped lights 
with intersecting tracery. On each of the window jambs 
arc traces of a painted figure of a bishop, abbot, or prior, 
with crosier, etc., with a border of lions of England. 
There are remains of other painted decorations on 
the cast wall, but only a diaper of the monogram ii)S 
can with certainty be made out. There is no piscina. 
In the north wall of the recess is a small four-centred 

' The steps of this stair have been used to form the present flight of steps 
up to the prior's chupel. 

^ The east bide, now fallen, was like unto it. 
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doorway with brick jambs of Perpendicular date, now 
blocked; it originally opened into the stuircaso in the 
comer of the south-west tower. 

The north side of the chapel retains externally its Xornian 
stringcourse and pilaster buttresses, but the windows have 
been replaced by two fine square-headed ones of two lights 
of Decorated date.® The jambs of these are carried down to 
the floor. In the south wall, just outside the altar recess, a 
beautiful Decorated sedile has been inserted, with a straight- 
sided cinquefoiled and double- featlie red canopy, with 
panelled and crocketed side shafts and pinnacles. Two 
finely-carved corbels of this date also remain : one with a 
diapered shield of Warenne {cheeky or and azure) ; the 
other with a shield of France Ancient and England 
quarterly^ with a label of five poinfa,^ Both shields 
retain their original colouring and gilding, but have been 
re- used as roof corbels in Perpendicular times. Towards 
the west end of the south wall is the inserted Decorated 
entrance doorway. The west wall of the cliapel has been 
taken down, probably in Tudor times, and on its line 
stand two late Perpendicular fireplaces back to back : one 
in the chapel ; the other, which is also the larger, in the 
room beyond.* These fireplaces have bricked hcartlis 
with stone curbs, and nearly flat four-centred heads, around 
which is carried, in each case, a deep hollow moulding 
(Plate II., section 9), painted red, and originally filled with 
carved leaf work, painted green ; but this has been wantonly 
broken out. The space south of the ii replaces is crossed 

' Tho westernmost of these han been mntihitoil and cut down to mnko 
the present entrance, which is reached by a modtrn flight of stops made out 
of the stones of the circular stair before referred to. 

1 These are probably the arms of John of (launt, Duke of I^ncastor, but 
there are now no traces of any charges on tho label. 

' Tho larger fireplace is probably the suctJ^ssor of an older one, built 
in or against the west wall of the chapel, and of course destroyed when 
. that was removed. 
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by a partition. The space on the north formed a passage 
into the western chamber, and baa a curious arrangement 
of eheivea and recesses in its south side. The chapel was 
originally 27 feet long and 18 feet 10 inches wide, but 
was extended about four feet westward, when the end 
wall was tuken down. 

The room west of ihe chapel is of ample size, being 
about 26 feet long and nearly 24 feet wide. It was 
entered, as has been said, by a skew passage at its aouth- 
eaat comer, with four-centred doorway. Another smalt 
door, also with a four-centred arch, on the same side, but 
at the west end, led to an outer chamber, now destroyed. 
The east side is taken up by tbe large fireplace above 
described. On the west is a square oriel window, carried 
down to the floor, of six cinquefoiled lights. This is 
of late fifteenth century work, and is carried externally 
on a bold corbelled-out bracket with double-ressant 
mouldings, and oi-n amen ted above and below the lights 
by a band of five aunk quatrefoils. Under the lower 
band projects the head of an oM man in full relief. 
At the west end of the north wall is a door that 
originally led into a garderobe set askew to the main 
building. This is now destroyed, but the pit at its north 
end, as well as its foundations, remain underground.' On 
tbe left hand of the garderobe door, in the west wall, ia 
an interesting lavatory with a trefoiled head. It has a 
shelf at the back for tbe little cistern, and a wide basin 
in front with shelving bottom and drain to outside, Tha 
middle of the north wall is pierced by a wide and 
depressed liiie-Perpt-ndicular arch, opening into a large 
semi -circular oriel of the same date, of nine uncusped 
lights, divided into three groups of as many lights each. 
Just below the base of the lights, internally, runs a 
} shewn, u it remaintd in 1771. in tba iUuatrstion 




eectinaoas stone shelf. The oriel ia carried down to the 

floor, and lias lost its original ceiling. 

Externally the oriel is supported by a buttress of 
comdurable projeeliou, npon which rest two moulded 
transverse archee or squinches of Decorated date (Plate II., 
sKtions 6 and 7). These are segmental in form, and have 
beneath them smaller transverse pointed arches. Upon 
this Decorated base is a series of boM corbelled -out 
mouldings (Plate II., section 8) of the same date as the 
oriel, which rises from them, It is quite cleur, lliereforc, 
that originally there was a Decoraled oriel in the same 
place, which, if we may judge by the mouldings of ils 
supporting arches, was a work of considerable aroliitecturul 
merit. Unfortunately, there is nothing else left to shew 
it* form, size, or design. 

In the fourth volume of Parkin's contimuition of 
BlomefitJd's History,* published in 1775, is the following 
interesting account of the glass formerly in the oriel : — 

"In a large room above Htnira, called now the prior's dining-room, 
is a carious bow-window of etoae, couaisting of 9 pniiiiels ; — in 
the first, were the arms of the priory, paiuted on the glass ; iu the 
2d, th« arms of the earl of Arundel, and Earl Warren, quarterly, 
but now broke and gone ; in the 3d, Mowbray, duke uf Norfolk — 
galea, a lion rampant, argent; — 4lh, the red and wliite rose 
united, and a crown over it ;— ath, France and England quarterly; 
— 6lh, tho rose, &g., as above;— 7th. Earl Warreu's urma :— 8th, 
quarterly, the earl of Arundel in the first and 4th quarter, and 
in the 2d and 3i!, Matrevers, sable, Jretty, or, and Fitz-Alan, 
baroD of Clun, p. fesa, azure and argent, quarterly; — 9th, 
argent, a cross compony, or and azure, between 12 cross crosalets, 
fitch6, sable ; the priory arms. u» I take it, and these letters, /. ir. 
jni&ed together by a knot, and under it spitt. FaufcirALi. confihua, 
lie. By this it appears that this window was built by John 
Wiocheleey. prior in the reigu of U, VII. or VIII." 

* Rev. FmnHs BlomelieH. Art Etiai/ toKardt a Tppofrophieal Hiiltry of 
lie County of tfo'folk, continued from vol. iii. p. 678, by the Hev, Charlw 
PariiiB (Fetieold and Lynn. 173S, etc), iv. 497. 
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The whole of this glass has long disappeared, and until 
the recent excavations, all the lights were bricked np, 
except the three central onea They have since been 
opened up and glazed by the Earl of Leicester. The 
western oriel, which was bricked up, has also been opened 
and reglazed. 

Both the chapel and the room west of it are covered 
by an original fourteenth century crossed-rafter roof 
of high pitch, with continuous ridge, but as the two 
chambers have not the same width, the roof of the chapel 
does not cover it symmetrically. At the same time that 
the Tudor fireplaces and oriel were built, the old roof 
was underdrawn by a nearly flat wooden ceiling, with 
moulded beams and curved braces. The whole of the 
beams and the intervening boarding were painted white, 
and powdered with slipped roses, red and white alter- 
nately on the beams, and red only on the boarding. 
The whole arrangement is shown in Plate III. (restored), 
from a beautiful drawing by Mr. George E. Fox, 
F.S.A. A good deal of this ceiling has now disappeared, 
but what remains still bears traces of its original 
decoration. The ceiling was symmetrically placed in each 
chamber, so the irregularity of the chapel roof did not 
appear within. 

In the plan given by Britton in his Architectural 
Antiquities^^ the western half of the chapel is shown 
partitioned off to form a small room, leaving only a nar- 
row passage-way on the south. The studwork is described 
as "adorned with a profusion of red roses with their 
leaves, on a white ground, in water colours." There are 
now no traces of this partition, but it was evidently part 
of the Tudor alterations of the building, and bore the 



*.Tohn Britton, The Architectural Antiquitiet of Great Britain (London, 
1812), Hi. 16*. 
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decoration as the remiiining porlions of llic ceiling. 
room was very probably 'be p'rior's bed- room. 



Most of the external features of this block have already 
been noticed. It should, however, be noticed, that the 
lower part of the Decorated addition is faced with cut 
flints, but the upper with small uncut flints with thin 
tOe courses. Just to the west of iho round oriel, the 
sot-flint facing is carried op to the roof. The western 
guble is stepped with brick, probably of Tudor date. 

Early in the tifteeuth century the porch of the western 
range was extended Westwards to twice its former length 
by a handsome addition, two stories high. The new west 
wall has a wide four-centred arch, with square label and 
blank shields in the spandrels, flanked originally by two 
niches " and traceried panels inlaid with flint. Similar 
puiela are let into tlie buttresses. Above the arch is a 
deep band of ashlar and flinlwork checkers, and over that 
a fine four-light window with embattled transom. This 
lights the room on the first floor, which has also two 
three-light windows at the sides. This addition retains 
its high pitched roof, but all the internal arrangements 
are modem. Against the south wall, externally, is h 
chimney breast, which may be original. East of it, in 
the Norman part of the porch, a smuU two-light Deco- 
rated window has been inserted on the first floor ; and 
above this is a pointed loop on the second floor. The 
npper part of the Norman porch now has a gabled 
roof standing north and south, of no great age. 
But originally it seems to have been carried up higher, 
and to have formed a tower of three stories. On 
the north side of the extension of the porch was another 
building, perhaps of the same date, connecting it with 
the earlier extension of the north end of the range. 
This has been pulled down during the last fifty years, 
* The Durthcrn niche has been dcAUufad. 




but is shown in Byrne and Hearne'e view, drawn in 
ITTIJ part of wliich is given in the accompanying 

illustration. 

These alterations and additions to the western range of 
buihlings were, no doubt, made to provide more room for 
guests. Ill earlier times these were generally either tramps, 
for whom there was accom modal ion in the "casual ward" 
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near the gate, or persona of quality who were the gues 
of the prior ; but in the fourteenth century the growl 
of the mercantile and commercial element led to a oo 
responding increase in the number of merchants on 
otlier middle-class travellers, for whom the cellarer ha 

T T. Hearne and W- Bj-nio, AtitiquUie, of Gnat Il,-il,un (London, 178S 
„ pi. iii. 
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to End room. The later additions (to (he pnrch, etc.) 
show thai this increase was going on in ihe next 
century. By the end of the fifteenth century the demands 
on the prior's hospitiility would also appear to have grown, 
for the rooms adjoining the church were then appropriated 
by or assigned to him, and converted into his ctimera or 
lodging. A new and ample staircase placed him in direct 
oomraunication with the cloister, and a srnall doorway 
from his chapel enabled him to visit the church at any 
time. The hall and porch chambers were probubly now 
reserved for the prior's guests, and accommodation provided 
eWwhere for those in charge of the cellarer. 

On reference to the plan, it will bo seen that the west 
wall of the garderobe of the prior's camera is continued 
in a north-westerly direction as fur as another building, 
of which only a part has been traced. Some distance 
weet of this are some fragments of walls, which may 
Ijelong to a building shown by Grose, in 1771,' as a 
pigeon-house, with a large blocked arch on the east side. 
It 18 not improbable that, as suggested by Mr. Harrod,' 
this may have been a gate-house. In that case it most 
likely stood in the middle of a range of buildings 
containing lodgings for guests, and forming a division 
between the inner and outer courts of the monaaterj'. 
Such an arrangement would correspond closely with that 
described as existing at the sister house of Daventry, 
wliich also had two gate-houses, one into the " utter 
court," the other into the inner court, which was "a feyr 
large court and cunipassed round abowte with buyldynges 

wherein is comprehendyd the hauU w' divers 

chaumbers, the butlere, the kechyn, the pantr' with all 

•Fnitn-i» Grose, The Anliqiilui of England nni iralti (London, 1771), 

■Ml. ii. 
* OUanitt}', lit. 

. XILJ M 
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other howaez of office."' At Caatleacrc tbese buildings 
formed the eastern side, 

On tlic south side are the remains of a large group 
of buildings which have not been escavuted. Roughly 
Bpeakingi they form three sides of a large yard or court. 
The principal building, that on the north, was 18 feet 
6 incliea wide, and two stories high, divided I'nlo four 
bays externuJIy by buttresses of good construction. The 
ground story had a door at each end and four windows, 
one in each bay, on the north side. The south side is 
nearly all broken down, but hud a. door at its west end. 
The upper story had a wooden floor, but none of its 
arrangements can now be made out. To the west of this 
building waa another of the same size, but the remains of 
it and of the buildings forming the west and south sides of 
the yard are almost entirely buried, and cannot be planned 
without being first excavated. Tlje entire group probably 
contained the stables and other offices. 

Of the buildings of the " utter court " only the gate-house 
now remains. Until 183S there stood just within this on 
the weat a fine garner or barn, over 100 feet long, 
with open roof of peculiar construction. A view of the 
interior was published by Mr. Bloom.' The present barns 
are built upon its site. 

The gate-bouse is an interesting example of the beginning 
of the sixteenth century. It stands east and west, facing 
the road, from which it is set buck some distance, and is 
built entirely of brick. It is oblong in plan, about 
43 feet long and 25 feet wide, and of two stories. 
The ground story is divided by an urchway into two 
unequal parts. The eastern part was subdivided by 
a partition (now destroyed) into (I) a passage for foot 



■ Sir William Dugdale, Mmntiic, 

Bnndinel (Londoa. ISIT, etc.), t. ISJ 

* Plata facing p. 151 at his work. 
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passpugcTB and (2) a porter's lodge. The passage was 
nearly seven feet vide, with a. four-centred doorway at 
the north end and an open archway at tbe other end. 
Over the doorway is a sunk panel containing a sculptured 
ehield of the priory arms : (urgent) a cross ckcckij (or and 
aiure) bettreen ttcelve crosses-botonntj fiichies (eahle)? The 
porler'a lodge has a square-headed window, originally of 
tiro lights, on the north and south, and a smaller one on 
the east, and was entered by a door in the partition. In 
the north-east comer is a fireplace, and in the side walls 
two recesses or lampsteads. The western half of the gate 
was also subdivided by a partition (now gone) into (I) a 
passage about 13 feet wide for carts and other vehicles, 
and (2) a room or recess. The passage has at each end a 
wide and lofty arch with pointed segmental head, of which 
the northernraost retains the hooks for the great gates that 
closed it. The recess on the west aide of the partition 
was probably a waiting place. It has a broad window 
on the west, with the sill cut down to form a bench, and 
a amaller window looking north. To the south of it is a 
wide circular stair that led to the upper floor. This 
fonued apparently one large chamber, but is too much 
ruined to show any subdivisions or traces of its arrange- 
ments.* On the north face of it, under the windows, is a 
row of four sunk panels containing sculptured shields of 
arms. These are, counting from east to west: 

1. Fitzalan (gules, a lion rampant or) quartering Warenne 
(cheeky or and azure). 

2. The Royal Arms : France modern and Enghiiid 
quarterly. 

3. Warrenne. 



• Shawn in the comet of the plan, Plate IV. 

• Mr. Bloom (p. 183) tsys it wm divided into two nramB, '■ eich lighted bjr 
(onr windovB, wilh & nairow pasHige of G0iiimuiiicati<4l on thu Boutham ude 
ti( liewaU." 

M 2 



4. Maltravers (mible, frtthj or}? 

Between the remains of the two upper windows on this 
front, ia a fifth, but smaller panel, dow empty. 

It will be noticed that the arms on the gate-house are 
identical with those described as formerly existing in the 
north oriel of the prior'a lodging, which was built by Prior 
Winchelsea at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
The gate-houae ia clearly aleo his work. The royal ansa 
are therefore those of Henry VIL, and the other three 
shields those of former lords of Castleaure who were 
benefactors to the priory. 

There were evidently some buildings to the south-east 
of the gate-houae where the wall running up fi-om the 
transept abuts against au existing fragment, but their 
extent is not known. 

In the extreme north-east comer of the precinct are the 
remains of u small fifteenth century chapel, now turned 
into a cottage. Only its north and east walls are left, and 
the former has a blocked painted window with flint and 
atone checker work below. Mr. Harrod' concludes, on the 
evidence of an old plan in which the surrounding garden 
is called "Almoners' Garden," that this was the almonry 
chapel. If it were so, it is a long way from its more usual 
position near the gate-house. 

After the completion of the excavations it was found 
necessary to again cover up some of the later remains, to 
preserve them from the weather, but aa they are carefully 
laid down on the accompanying plan (Plate IV.) they can 
at any time be easily re-examined. In other cases the 

' In tbe 4r!iwing8 of tbeoe Bhielda, published liy the tste Mr. E. P, WUlins, 
in hia C«illear-re Priori/, Norfolk, thu royal Brmi are Bhoim with the French 
qimrtBra $tmeci-dt-lii, inflteftd of with three fl ears- da- lis only, sud the other 
three ahialds with dinpers, which do not exiat in tbo eriginnla. He aUo omit* 
the croises liotonny in the priory aima, though they are pUinly visible. 

* Oiramngi, llO. 
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masonry has been pointed up and protected by a coping 
to keep out the wet. 

Antiquaries in general, and the Society in particular, 
are much indebted to the Earl of Leicester for his kindness 
in permitting, and his great liberality in contributing to 
the excavations, and to the Bev. Dr. Jessopp, Mr. Henry 
Willett^ the Society of Antiquaries, and other subscribers 
to the work. 

Thanks are also due to Mr. Thomas Moore Hudson, the 
tenant of the site, for the liberal spirit in which he assented 
to the excavations, and for much kind assistance generally. 

The Society is also indebted to Mr. George E. Fox, 
F.S.A.9 for permission to reproduce his beautiful and 
accurate drawings of the tile flooring in the nave and the 
ceiling of the prior's lodging. 
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TiiK Hobarte came originally from Suffolk. We find them 
eettled at Monks lUegh in that counti', 13th Richard II. 
(1389). One of their descendants, Thomas Uobart of 
Layham, in Suffolk, living in 1494, hud two sons, the 
eldest of whom, William, married Anne, the daughter of 
Sir Philip Tilney, Ent., inherited the Layham estate, and 
was the ancestor of the aenior line of the family, which 
flourished in Suffolk for some generations. The second 
son, James, was brought up to the law, in which profession 
he gained not ouly great repute, but also a considerable 
fortune. lie woa Lent Reader at Lincoln's Inn, 1478, 
Attorney -General to King Henry VII., 1487, a member 
of his Privy Council, and made a Knight of the Sword, 
18th February, 1504, on the occasion of Prince Henry 
(uflerwarda Henry VIII.) being created Prince of Wales. 
Sir James Hubart bore arms: Suhle, an estoile of six 
points or, between two flauuclies ermine, a crescent for 
difference. Crest: A bull passant, per pule sable and 
gules bezantee, in the nose a ring or, differenced as in 
the arms. 

This is said to have been the crest of the Ljhart 
family, for Sir James Hobart married first, Margaret, 
niece of Walter Lybart, Bishop of Iforwich, and sister 
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md heir of Jolm Ljhart, by wliotn lio had two sons and 
two daughters, and was executor to Bishop Lyhuit's will 
in 1472, He purchased Hulea Hall, near Loddon, which 
he principally built, uud where he resided, having also a 
house in Norwich and in London, He married, secondly, 
Margaret, widow of John Doreward and daughter of 
Peter Naunton of Lelheringliain, county Suffolk; and 
djing at Hules Hall, 23rd February, 1517, was buried in 
Norwich Calhedrul, where also his second wife, who sur- 
Tived iiim, was buried in the following October. Sir 
James Hobart's will was proved 6th May, lf>17. He 
was not only the first to bring his family into distinction, 
but he was also a public benefactor, inasmuch as he built 
the beautiful parish church at Loddon, where his first 
wife, Margaret Lyhart, is said by Weever to have been 
buried ; he huill. a fair bridge over the Waveney, called 
St, Olave's or Tooley'a bridge ; he helped to rebuild the 
Council Chamber at the Guildhall, Norwich, in 1511, in 
which his portrait still hangs ; and he largely contributed, 
when Recorder of Norwich, to the stone groined roof of 
the Cathedral. He was succeeded by his eldest son, Sir 
Walter Hobart, Knt., High Sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
1536, who lived at Morley, where he was buried 15^8. 

The family continued lo possess Hales Hall mil.il liJth 
Charles I. (1636), when James, son of Anthony Hobart, 
sold it to one Henry Hamberston. There are seveml 
ftntries of the Hobart family in the parish register of 
Loddon, and several memorials of them in the parish 
church. 

The Hobarta were a numerous family, and settled in 
various parts of Norfolk and Suffolk ; residing at Beeston 
near Norwich, Blickling, Cawston, Deopham, Guestwick, 
Holt, Intwood, Kelsale, Langley, Mendhum, Metton, Moi'ley. 
Outwell, Piokenham, I'lumsteud, Salle, Thwayte, Weybrc:id. 
and Wrox ham. 
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Miles Ilobart, of Plumsteail, bouglit the Munor of 
Thwayte, 1541 ; Jiimcs, aoii of Roger Ilobart, sold Morley, 
1674, to Sir Joseph Paine, Knt. ; Anthony, son of Edward 
Ilobart, sold Mendhum, I7'i2, lo Thomiis Bransby ; James, 
son of Sir Miles Ilobart, Knt., sold I'lumstend ; Hobart 
Astley sold the Manor of Weybread to Edward de Eigne; 
Robert Hobart, son of Thomas Hobart of Wroxham and 
Beeston, left his Bcestoo estate to Catherine Brown of 
Norwich, spinster, 1736. 

In those days there were Recusants in the land; tliat is 
to say, in the roign of Ciueen Eliziibeth, who ruled 
England with the gentle sway of a woniun, but with the 
iron band of a Tudor ; and also in the reign of King 
James I., for we find the name of Hobart of frequent 
occurrence among tbo certificates annually present-ed to 
the Bishop of Norwich ; on the Recusant KoUs in the 
State Paper Office; and in tbe Records of tiio Vicar- 
General of tbe Bishop of London. Among tbem are the 
following, viz. : — 1597, 17tb June, Anne, wife of Roger 
Hubbard, Gent.; 1598, 22nd Sept., Henry Hobart, Gent., 
admonished to conform at the Cathedral, by the Com- 
missioners for "causes ecclesiastical"; 1599, 7th Junuiiry, 
Henry Hobart, Oent., submits himself and conforms 
accordingly ; 1602, 4th February, Mary, wife of James 
Hubbard, Gent., of St. Peter per Monutei-gato, Norwich, 
a Recusant; 1604, Frances, wife of James Hubbard of 
Ilules Hall, Esq,, and Prudence, Mary, and Audrey Hubbard, 
their daughters, Hecusunts ; 1605, Frnnees, wife of Jamea 
Ilobart, Esq., late of Loddon ; Juntes Hubbard, Esq., 
Martha Hubbard, late of Morley, spinster, Recusants; 
1609, 15th June, Mary, wife of John Hubbard. Gent,, of 
ihe Cathedral Close, a Recusant; 1641, 23rd May, Jamea 
Hobart of Hales Hail, Gent., who had been convicted of 
Recusancy, took the Sacrament in the parish cliuicb of 
Si. QUes'-in-the-Fields. 
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Henry Hubart, second son of Thomas 
Plumstead, and great grandson of Sir James Hobart of 
Hales Hall, was one of the Governors of Lincoln's Inn, 
S*rjeaDt-at-Iaw, Attorney-General, M.P. for Norwich and 
Yarmouth, Knighted in 1(303, created a Baronet in Itill, 
and Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in 1613 ; 
piiFL-hused lutwood from the Gresliatn family in 159Ij, and 
Hiickling from the Clere family in 1616. He murried 
Dorothy, daughter of Sir Rohert Bell of Beaupre, Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and died 29th December, 
1G20, and was buried at Blickling. 4th January, lfi26. 
His sou, Sir John Hoburt, Ent. and Baronet, finished 
the present noble house called Blickling Hall, 1628, 
and was succeeded by his nephew, ISir John Hohart, 
aoii of Miles Hubnrt of Intwood, who was called up, by 
writ, Ilth December, 1657, to bti a member of Cromwell's 
trpper House. This Sir John was twice married ; first, 
to his cousin Philippa, daughter and coheir of Sir John 
Hohart, Ent. and Baronet ; and secondly, to Mary, 
duughier of John Hampden, the patriot. He had the 
honour of entertaining His Majesty King Charles II., at 
Blickling, in 1671 ; an event which is thus recorded in 
the parish register : — " Eing diaries II. with Queen 
Catherine, Jamea, Duke of York, the Dukes of Monmouth, 
Itichmojid, and Buckingham, witli divers Lords, arrived 
at the Lord Hohart'a, at Blickling Hall. The King, 
Queen, and the Dukes being entertained in the great 
dining-room, the others in the great parlour, from whence 
ihey went, the Queen to Norwich and the King to 
Oxnead." 

la connection with this i-oyul visit, Davy, in his 
Suffolk MSS., relates — " that among the portraits in the 
Parsonage House at Wrentham, at the death of the 
Rev. Wra. Barlee, in 1830, was the portrait of a young 
girl of very fair complexion and flaxen hair, and culled 
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Lydia Hobart. She was said to have been very handsome ; 
and upon the visit of King Charlos II. to her father, nt 
Blickling IJall, she was sent awiiy to prevent her being 
seen by that monarch. She died, unmarried, nt the age 
of eighteen." I have not been able to make out who 
this Lydia Hubart was, nor whether Sir John had a 
daughter of that name. 

Sir John was succeeded by his son. Sir Henry Hobart, 
Baronet, who was knighted at Blickling, 1671, by King 
Charles II. He was Gentleman of the Horse to King 
William III., and present with him at the battle of the 
Boyne. He was said to have been a good-looking man, 
and one of the most accumplished swordsmen of his day, 
but for all that, he was killed in a duel, on Cawston 
Heath, by Oliver le Neve, who was short and plain in 
appearance, and notoriously a bad swordsman. A stone 
still marks the spot where he fell, 20th August, 1698, 
His son. Sir John Hobart, Baronet, was created Lord 
Hobart of Blickling, 28th May, 1728; and Earl of 
Buckinghamshire, 6th Sept., 1746. 

There waa a certain Sir Miles Hobart, M.P. for Qreat 
Marlow, who, at the Parliament which met 17lh March, 
1628, was distinguished for his opposition to the Court, 
and waa among the members who, foreseeing the dis- 
solution, forcibly held the Speaker in the chair, while 
they passed certain strong resolutions. On tlie dissolution 
of this Parliament, he was imprisoned for locking the 
doors of " the House " during the publication of these 
resolutions, but was discharged in 1631. Collins and Burke, 
in their Peerages; Blomefield, in his Mis/ori/ of Norfolk; 
and other authorities, all make him out to be Miles, the 
third son of Sir Henry Hobart, the Lord Chief Justice ; 
but it has been ascertained, beyond all dispute, that he 
was the son of Miles Hobart, clothworker, of London, 
descended from William Hobart, of Southwold. This Sir 
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Hobnrt was knighted at Salisbury, 8th August, 
1623, aud killed by the overturuing of hia coach down 
Holborn Hill, 29th June, 1632. 

On the other side of the question, in the troublous 
times of the Civil War, we fiud that WiUiara Hobart, 
second son of Jiimes Hoburt, of Holt, waa shot in 
Dereham Market Place, on the spot where the Obelisk 
now Btanda, for an attempt in favour of King Charles II., 
and was buried at Holt, 4th January, 1651. 

I have now come to the cloae of my notes, having 
prepared just sufficient to enable the members to follow 
the fortunes of the Hobart family, commencing with Sir 
James, who was the iirst to settle in Norfolk, at Hales 
Hall, down to his descendant at Blickling, who was 
ennobled in 1728. Sufficient also, to show ua that in the 
old times "the Law'' waa the chief road to fame aud fortune ; 
and we also learn how in those times, as indeed in the 
present day, when a man, by bis prudence and energy, 
msde a fortune to benefit his family, bis descendants, in 
a very short time, show their appreciation and gratitude 
by scattering it all to the winds. Look at Sir James 
Hobart: by bia industry, learning:, and forensic skill, he 
waa enabled to purchase eat-atea and many manors in 
Norfolk ; all of which are given in Blomefield, and all 
of which, as far us I can make out, passed away from 
bia family in the courae of a few generations ; hia very 
home, 08 you now perceive, being a heap of ruins; and 
it was left to his great grandson. Sir Henry Hobart, 
Knight and Baronet, Lord Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas, to bring, through "the Law," now weallb, honours, 
and distinctions, and to purchase fresb estates in Norfolk. 
And if you want an instance of a similar kiud at the 
present day, you have only to look at the case o£ 
"Jubilee Benaon." 



Citstic Rising: iis Cnstlc antr '^armtji^. 



EDWAKD M. BELOE, F.S.A. 



T. — The Beginning. 

Where the high land of Norfolk falls steep down 
into the marsh, on the ridge of the hills are, perhaps, the 
moBt splendid earthworks in the kingdom. They overlook 
the estuary seawards, and landwards command a beautiful 
panorama of what was once forest, but is now a richly 
cultivated country. These earthworks were made long, 
long before history begins, to preserve tbo country from 
the invader, and, perhaps, to hold the inland tribes in 
check. They did tlioir duty, but the lime cume when 
tiie Celt, who had made them, was driven back, and the 
new settlers did not require them. 

They were left lonely and wasted, a settlement decayed ; 
and when first mentioned in history in the great record 
of the kingdom, the settlement was merely a small and 
subordinate jurisdiction, subject to the then dominant 
manor of Snettisham. That, with other manors in the 
county, belonged to Stigand the Bishop, formerly the 
Bishop of the East Angliana, who afterwards, by hia 
grHsping ambition, obtained the bishopric of Winchester 
and the archbishopric of Canterbury, which ho held when 
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the Conqueror oatne. Within the vast earthworks, on their 
northern side, is a smull church, said to be Saxon. Its 
history is unknown, and the date of its foundation has 
been much discussed, for it was only discovered some forty 
years ago. It was then covered with the mould which 
had slipped down from the hills, and which had raised a 
platform, many feet in height, around the foundations of 
the Castle. 

The chapel here seeiiia to point to the fact that these 
mounds became, in the later times of the Saxon domina- 
tion, their settlement; and when Stigand possessed the 
manor, iis lie did in his own right and not in that of his 
bishopric, be, the great builder, erected the little church 
for the settlement of the Saxon people. It was built 
long before the castle, for its rough and rude architecture 
betokens pre-Norman work. More will be said of the 
newer church of (lie Norman, but this suggestion may bo 
made here, and thus add one element more to the con- 
troversy. The Conqueror could fight the civil power, but 
the Church was above his interference; so in the person 
of Sligand the old ecclesiastical rule of the Saxon continued, 
until, after holding the archbishopric for seven years, he 
was removed and died in pi-iaon. 



II.— The Barony. 

This, one among his great possessions, was given to the 
Conqueror's half-brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, who 
held it at the date of the record. It may be assumed 
that Odo was too busily engaged, and hud so many other 
manors beside this small one, that he did nothing here, 
hut left the earth ivorks and the small church in the 
settlement as he found them. But Odo came under the 
displeasure of the Conqueror's son, Rufua, because, as an 
historic fact, he joined in the rebellion of Robert, the 
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elder brotlier of Rufua, and so bis vast estates were con- 
fiscated. It is in the grant of Kisin^ to William de 
Albiiti that the interest in our subject really commences. 
William de Albini had the grant of Rising aiid several 
otlier of Odo's manors in Norfolk, one of which was 
Wymondham. His son William succeeded him, and he 
built the great nave of Wyraondham church. He died 
in 1176, but it must have been in the earlier days 
of the grant that he raised the great castle which is 
now before us, for its architecture betokens nothing of 
the transition of the later styles, although very late 
iu its own. It is a grand keep, one of the finest. 
It ranks with Norwich, which is a little earlier, and 
with Rochester, which is earlier still. They were all 
built on one plan, as places of refuge more than for 
living in, and we can only wonder at the wealth and 
genius which raised them. De Albini not ouly built his 
castle, but a little lower down he founded his church, the 
successor, on a new site, of the old Saxon church ' to 
which I have alluded, and which then, probably, was left 
to go to ruin. The church that William de Albini built 
is even grander than his castle. The west front is, per- 
haps, the most elaborate specimen of the late Norman 
that exists. The lower walls of the building, except of 
the transept, are original, and remain a monument of the 
pious care that erected tbem, 

A William de Albini succeeded the first and great 
William, and the descent went on from generation to 



' When D'Albini chunged tbo lita ol the Battlement to tho position nearer 
the brow of the hill, whoro his church stands, he seenu to have fortified it, 
for thitre are strong earthworks, hitherto unnoticed, to the north of the 
rectory: and there is, to the north-eaat, a mound resembling tho Toot Hill 
at UuDBtanton, and tn the same poaitiou. There ia alao, at Hunstanton, k 
square incloaure to the eaat of the church. BiNng and Hunatunton were 
on two aiierial tnykways. 
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generation, genernlly by brothers, fwr there was a sing^ulflT 
lack of direct heirs in this iioe. The tracing of this 
lineage is a matter of history. The last De Albini was 
Hugh, and he left no children. His large estates were 
divided amongst his four sisters ; and the one to whom 
Castle Rising was apportioned was Cecily, who married 
Roger de Montalt — in French, Monhaut — Roger of the 
High Mount, a Flintshire family, the name of whose home 
ia now softened into Mold, Again in this family there 
v/ue a sad failure of children ; the estate went sometimes 
to sons, but oft«ner to brothers of the Montalt, until it 
passed to Robert de Montalt, and we pause for a few 
minutes upon this the last of the race. Hia wife's name 
was Einmn, probably a Norfolk lady, some say of Stradsett. 
She was a widow of one of the great barons of Norfolk 
when she married Montalt, her first huaband being a 
FitzJobn of the family of the founder of Shouldham 
Abbey. There were again no children of this Robert and 
Emma, and in the first year of Edward III., when their 
hopes of issue to succeed thi'ra in their great property 
failud, they sold their estate at Rising — subject to their 
retaining it for their heirs male if there were any — to 
Isabella. Dowager Queen of England, with remainder to 
her second son, John of Eltham. Two years after this 
grant Robert de Montalt died; and in the fifth year of 
Edward III., in consequence of events which I ahall fully 
go into, for it is here the centre of interest of our 
tale lies, Emma de Montalt released to the Queen Isabella 
the whole of her estate in the castle of Rising and the 
barony in consideration of an annuity of £400 a year, 
which it is said she did not long enjoy, 

Emma de Montult, although occupying so high a position', 
baa left no mark whereby she is known. Her life was 
quiet and unobserved. She lived probably near Rising, 
and the only memorial of her is a slab in the nave of 
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Stradeett Church, and on it is inscribed in French, the 
then dominant language of the country : — 

ICI GIST DAME EMME DE MOVHAVT, FEMME DES DEVS BAROVNS. 
DEV PVR SA PITE EIT MERCl DE SALME. 

which in English is : — 

Here lies Dame Emma de Mouhaut, the wife of two Barons. 
God in his pity have mercy on her soul. 

And there lies the last owner in a direct line from the 

great De Albini, of the estates of Rising. 

We have one other memorial to speak of, and that has 

been recently found. In the neighbouring church of 

Watlington I had long noticed a memorial slab with one 

of those beautiful floriated crosses, which, in the earlier 

years of the fourteenth century frequently marked the 

graves of the greater dead. The inscription was not read 

by Blomefield. It is as follows: — 

De 8U8 ceste pere est enclos 
Sire Robert de Movhavt chair et os 
De chivalerie ovt pris et los 
Deuxa salme dvue repos 
Priez pvr li 
Dev de salme eit merci. 

which may be translated : — 

Underneath this stone is enclosed 
Sire Robert do Mouhaut flesh and bone 
In knighthood beyond price and praise 
God to his soul give repose 
Pray for him 
God on his soul have mercy. 

On the slab of Emma his widow is the like floriated 
cross as there is upon the tomb of her husband. [Plato 3.] 
We have all, perhaps, felt in visiting the last home 
and shrine of those saints who have left a record of their 
lives, a feeling of awe at their self-restraint, unselfishness, 
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"goocf works; llie excluding (hemselvea from hU 
pleasures, honours, and wealth, wliich distinguiahed their 
actions. Now that they Imve passed away from ua for 
centuries, and their earthly interests vanished, we think 
that the saintly life of those whose holy shrines we see 
may have been the wiser and better course. 

But the career of Isabella, the heroine of Rising, is 
not that of the saint; it is that of a woman whose 
ambition, whose cruelty, whose immorality, and hardness 
of character is perhaps unsurpassed in history, AVhether 
the bad qiifilities she possessed were entirely owing to 
her own fuult is not for ua to judge; but a few words 
upon the subject of this heroine and the manner of her 
coming here may not he uniuteresling. She was married 
very early to her weak and unfortunate husband, Edward 
II. She came to us a bride so beautiful that she was 
called Isnbeila the fair. Her father was handsome, for he 
was designated Philip le Bel, and her husband was as 
remarkable as both of them for hia comeliness and gentle- 
ness. This woman, ao young and beautiful, and yet so 
bud, was of high ability and possessed great qualities. 
During her career as queen, which lasted twenty years, 
in its early portion she certainly distinguished herself by 
great, power of government and by energy in administration. 
She arranged treaties, and iu her fall, when she lost every 
moral quality, and became a fierce, cruel, relentless, heart- 
less woman, she never ceased to be the queen. She waa 
the daughter of a king, and in all her associations she 
never demeaned herself to any of low position ; her 
companions throughout, and those with whom ahe acted 
in business, were all the highest barons of the land. One 
of the last acts before her fait was her retirement to 
France with Mortimer, but I need not here refer to a 
connesion which is historic It is only after being exilerl 
from that country that she came to England with an 

Vol. xu.] Jf 
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armed force, and landed on Tfiirwicli boaish, and coni[j<?Iled 
her unlucky Lusbund to eurrt'uder the kinf^doiu to hie und 
her son. She gave tho keeping of the king afterwards to 
the Eurl of Iiancaster, her relative, and only when the 
kindness of the earl to hia unfortunate prisoner became 
apparent, did this wife and the mother of his child, 
take the care of her husband the king from him, and 
put it into the hands of two who would do her own 
will, and who took hirn to Berkeley, almost certainly by 
her directions, and murdered him. This is the lieroine 
of the CaHlle! She was now let loose, and everyone fell 
at her will. The good Kurl of Lancaster, the old Earl of 
Coventry, relatives of herself and her husband, were 
executed; and of the many minor personages who came 
iinder her displeasure it is not my intention in this short 
sketch to speak. We all know that she ruled the kingdom 
in the name of her son (hut in reality by direction of 
Mortimer) until the fourth year of his reign, uud I wish 
to tell you very shortly the end. 

The Parliament being assembled at Nottingham, with all its 
magnificent surroundings, it was thought the king might 
have had hia lodging in the castle, but not so; the queen 
assumed it, and Mortimer was there with more attendauts 
and in greater splendour even than the king himself. 

Mortimer entered the castle at night, on the sitting of 
Parliament, by a secret entrance, and when it was dis- 
covered, the youthful king, the queen's son, entered, loo, 
with a few attendants, and quickly secured him, amidst the 
rage und weeping of the queen. They took Mortimer to 
London, and in the court held at ouce they condemnod 
the man who had been for years, and even to within a 
few days before, the dominant power in tho kingdom, to 
death; and be was hanged with two mean rebels at a 
place called the "Limes," but now Tyburn, and was left 
hanging for two dajs and two nights, that he might be 



degraded in the presence of the people. This was in tha 
fourth year of Edward III., and iu the fifth year possession 
was given to the queen of the Custle of Rising. 

It has been much disputed what was the restraint to 
which this woman was subjected here after the death of 
Mortimer. The first mention is of her being taken from 
Berkhampatead to Windsor, this before she had Rising 
Castle, on a. visit to her son. She was under an escort 
consisting of three of the priocipiil noblemen in England, 
probably her keepers. But the next year, as I have 
already mentioned, it was arranged that Emma de Montalt 
should give up hor estate at Rising, so that Isabella might 
oome there. 

The queen was then thirty-six years old ; she had at 
that early date committed all those great crimes of which 
history tells us, and the fair girl that came to England 
full of hope, full of promise, and of great power and 
position, to be the queen of a great country, was now 
almost a prisoner in the secluded castle on the coast of 
Norfolk. But, notwithstanding all this degradation, in all 
the public documents her son still called her his eartiiima 
tnater, his dearest mother, and there is nothing in any recoi-d 
to shew that he does not appear to have been other than 
a laving respectful son. 

Froissart, who is so often quoted as the narrator of her 
history, gives us the impression that she was under strict 
surveillance; but it is possible that two years after 
Mortimer's death, when the government of Edward became 
established, and she was no longer able to wield BTiy power 
for the public injury, she was allowed to go practically 
almost free, although every year or nearly every year of 
her life we find her a resident here. She died at the age 
of sixty-three, at Hertford, one of the castles given to her, 
and was buried in the church of the Grey Friars, London, 
on the site of which now stands Iho Blue-coat School, 
N 2 
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Tlie local interest that she hits here is 
due to the entrieB in the accounts of King's Lynn from 
the fifth of Edward III., when she commenced her 
residence here, to the thirty-second of Edward III., the 
year before she died. She was certainly in residence on 
thirtieth of Edward III., when the entry occurs of 
"S«. lOrf. paid for two barrels of sturgeon sent to Isabella, 
Queen of England." The king visited her in the eighth, 
ninth, tenth, fifteenth, eighteenth, twenty-third, and 
twenty-sisth years of his reign, all of which are men- 
tioned in the Corporation accounts of King's Lynn.' 

The devolution of the estate of Rising, with its courts, 
rights, and privileges, is easily traced. John of Elthaiu 
did not live to enjoy it. The Black Prince possessed it ; 
after that it passed through members of the royal line 
(who still seem powerfully attracted by the phice and its 
uei gh hour hood ) ' to IJenry VIII., who exchanged it with 
the Duke of Norfolk. lie was attainted: it was then 
restored to his brother, the Earl of Northampton, and 
continued in that family till 1693, when it was bought 
by one of the present line of Howards, in whom it still 
continues. 

A sketeh of the family of the Lords of Hising would 
be incomplete without a short reference to their influence 
over Lynn. They were entitled to one- fourth of the 

' The roUowing bIiow iha f<irm ot iba ontries in the Ironsui-er'a afwiuuts of 
the Borough ot King'a I.ynn ; — 

5 & 6 Edward III. 30/- given fot broad sent to Inbella the Queen 
Dowager when ehe went to Walslngham. 

9 £ 10 Edwi III. £29 : 16 : t given to Knights, Valets. Eequirei, and 
other >erv»ntB of the King. *0' 2'' p'' for presenta to the Qiicon Dowager, 
4/- paid tor ei^<eDBiiB of ths Quwd's oooka, 

17 & 18 EdwJ III. £9 ; 18 : 10 paid (or moat tent to tiiieen ImbolU. 
They run almost yearly from fi and 6 Edward III. to 31 and 33 Edwsrd 
III., the year hefore the died. 

' The Duke al Fifo luid I'liaciisa I.uuiso reside at the Hull. Sandringhom 
is three milue off. 
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ill, a form for expressing the Port Dues of Lynn. 
There ia a good deal about these dues in the Corporatioii 
records, and a composition between the Montalt of the 
period and the Bishop of Norwich remains there.* 

These duties led to a great dispute about the sixth 
year of Edw. IT., when Robert de Montalt's men were 
attacked in the town. Montalt claimed damages, and got 
judgment for £4010, a very heavy penalty. It appears 
the whole community of Lynn met and appointed assessors 
for the payment. The receipts, wilh the seal of Montalt 
attached, and a polite letter, also under his seal, asking for 
payment, still exist in the Corporation records. 

I have in Plate I., No. 7, engraved a copy of one of 
these receipts, "given at our castle of Rising." It runs 
&B follows, and sufficiently gives the details of the judg- 
ment. The seal is given on Plate I., No. 6. 

"A touz caux que cest Ire verront ou orront Robt. de 
Monbaut seneschul de Cestre ealutz en dieux Sachiez moi 
aaotr resceu du moire et la comuualte de la ville de Lenn 
p la mayn peres de Elmhum quatorze livres tresze sodz 
et quatre deners d'urgent pur vin de lui achate en 
partie de some de cinquaute liurea les quels les auaundiz 
moire et coniuiialte me sont tenuz appaier a les touz 
sainz pscbain suyaunt apres la cofection de cest escrit 
dune dette de quatre mille liures les quels ieo le diet 
Robt. et Emma ma Compaigne recouerimea vers les 
avaundits moire et comunalte en la Court n're Seignur 
le roi deuaunt ses Justices du Baunk a Weymonster a 
la quinzeine de Pasche L'an du rcgne le roi Edward fuiltz 
le Rtii Edward Septisrae Des quels qmirtorze liures tresze 
soudz et quatre den ieo me couente pleinement estre paie 
et le dit moire et la comunalte acquite pur touz iours, 
En tesmoignaunece de quel diose a cestre Ire dacquitanoe 

* In tbo N»r/»lk Anliqaariim MineiUany thera is B Tery Immeii paper 
l)y Ut. K. Ilowlell on Ihil romposilion. Vol. III., Tort 2, p. tiU3. 



' ico ai mys moo seal. Done au Chastel Eising la yeille 
de Sant Marguereto L'Au [du B«gne le dit Roi Edward] 



Which may be translated thus — 

To ail those who this letter shall see or hear— Robert 
de Monhaut, Seiieachal of Chester, health iu the Lord — 
Know you that I huve received of the Mayor and the 
Commonalty of the town of Lynn, by the hund of Peter 
do Elmham, fourteen pounds thirteen shillings and four- 
peiico of money for wine by him puroliased, in part of 
a sum of fifty pounds, the which the aforesaid Mayor 
and Commonalty are bound to pay me at the feast of 
All Saints next following the making of that writing, 
of a debt of four thousand pounds, ihe which I the 
said Robert and Emma my contort recovered against 
the aforesaid Muyor and Commonalty in the Court of 
our lord ibe king, before his Justices in Banc at West- 
minster, at the quinzaine of Easter in the seventh year 
of the reign of King Edward, son of King Edward, of 
which fourteen pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence 
I acknowledge fully to be paid, and the said Mayor and 
Commonalty acquit for all time. In testimony whereof 
to this letter of acquittance \ have put my aeiil. Given 
at the Castle of Rising tlie Vigil of Saint Margaret, the 
year of the reign of the said King Edward sixteenth. 



I also give in full tho lelter from Robert de Montalt : — 
" As sages hommes '\ cea clirs amiz Johan. de Thomeoh, 
Merre de Lenne, % as burgeys de meismes la ville, 
Rofet de Monthaut seneschal de Cestre sulut5 1 totea 
bones 1 ches amistei! Chs aniiz purceo q vous mauez 
mande q les deners q me sount diiwes au paier ore a la 
festc des touz seintz derrein passe ne sount pus vnoore 
leuoz par la rosoun dos grevaunces 1 destour bailees q vona 
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auez eu Suctiiez chrs amiz q de vre greuaunce me 
nialt-ment et ai ieo tous purreie eaer ou alleger de Vra 
greuaunce ieo le ferraie molt boiiement Mea cteincment 
chs amiz ieo aui ore entiel meachief de deners qil couent 
q ieo soie sui de inieu par qiiei voua pri cbrs amiz q vous 
me facez auoir vacs dcners qu plua enhaste q vo^ purrez 
par certeinement ieo ne les pus plua loiigement desporV 
q mout me peise. Et endroit del damage q fust fait a. 
raon baillif mauez vous maunde ij les parties aount acordez 
Sachiez q comeut q la peia soit faite par eulre eux le 
despit fait a moi west paa redresce par quei voua pri 
chs seigu^a q deiitre voua voillez ordiiier q les amendea 
me eoieiit fattea del deapit auaundit. A Dieu ctia amiz 
q voia doiiit bone vie 1 loiige. EscriE au Sbouldh le t 
iour de Nuuembr. 

[Eudorsed,] Aduin de Wulsokuo. 

Witt de Waltu. 

Nich de Tulh-m. 

Ham de Cokeaford. 

Joh Braunch. 

Joh de Cauendiaa. 

Joh bame. 
TbiB may be alao rendered in English ibua — 
To the wise men and those dear friends, John de Thnrnech, 
Mayor of Lynn, and to the burgesses of the said town, 
Robert de Montalt, Steward of Chester, salutation and all 
good and fair greetings. Dear friends, forasmuch as you 
have sent me word that the money which ought to have 
been paid to me now at the Feast of All Saints last past, ia 
not yet levied by reason of the grievances and disturbances 
which you have had, know, dear friends, that for your 
grievance I am aorely vexed, and if I could ease or 
lighten you of your grievance I would do it moat kindly. 
But assuredly, dear friends, I am now in aiich mischanoe 
of money that I must needs be better supplied, wherefore 



AVm de renrcob. 
Joh de Walsingli'm. 
Hufr de Wiken. 
"Witt de brStoii. 
Eobt de Reppea. 
cj elegunt vet'es scab. 
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I prny you, dtar fiieiids, that you let me hitve my money 
in the most haste thut you are uble, for assuredly I cannot 
longer put them off which prcBS me much, Aud in regurd 
of the damage which was done to my bailiff, you have 
sent itie word thut the piirties have agreed, know thiit 
albeit the pence be made between them, the shume done 
to me ia not redresaed, wherefore I pray you, dear Sirs, 
that among you you would order that ameiida be made 
nie for the said flijaiiie. Adieu, dear frieiitla. Good life 
and long be with yuu. Written at Shuuldhum, the 5lh 
day of November. 

An early fourteenth century letter from a barou to a 
coramunily, asking for payment of a judgment debt, 
may not be common.* It ia remarkable for the very 

' Tho pleniiiiigs ■□ this suit relating the coin|jliiint of Rubort de Montalt 
kiid Emma bia wile, null the justiQualiun of the action of the Cummunity 
were with the Lvnti ret^orild, but uro nnw lost. They are shortly set out ia 
Thylor-a C«.llt Ruit.g, p. 33 ; and in full in Hnrrori'n Cotllf nnd Cturmtt, 
p. 27. I have hud a cart'tul aearch made in Da Danci) Hulls, aad only find 
the follDWing judgment of the prouecdinga in this suit: it is a form of 
Cognovit. Norff.— Mnior "t coitaa ville do JjtiA sum fuef ad respondmit, 
ItuBto ds Monte Alto 't Emme vii eiua. de phlo ^d roddant pis quntuor 
milia lib? quiu eit debont 't Jniuste dotiiict, *tc. Et riida iide ItoKtua 't 
Emma p Eiutachiri Dnjlyng-go slliiru ipiua Emme diciit ijd cil ^dci Maior 
't eoitas diu Jouin in (asto bci VHlenlini, aTino Regui fliii Rtg iiiio septiiao, 
npitd Leone p sc'ptu auii ohligaagant ss tcueri ipis R<tito 't Emme in 
p'dcri dfbito Boluenit aisdem Kohto 'C Emme ad fuitu AuQi^inLuia t« tlarJA 
pyo Beqni apud Castal Rysyng- fldci Maior 'l eoitoa dehitu illud ad diooi 
illu L-isdtm ItoKto 't Emme no leddidorut set illnd eis huciisi^ raddiire 
contNlixur *t adhuc reddero contMii^rit vnds dicQt qd doter siit 't dampnii 
hi'nl nd valenc Uille libr. Et inde ^uc sm^Um 'tc. Et pferilt ^cin 
a'eptu sub D6ibj ^cor^ Maioris 't ouitatis ^d pdcm debitii l«at>t' in forma 

Et Major 't coitaa p Thoni de Massfngh'm attoril inu verf. Et bene 
eogiS pdcm soriptii esse fcm auu- Et no poaaiit dodi8e quin tunent' pdcis 
Rutto 't Emme in ^dco debito. Ideo coni est qd ^dci Ruttus 't Emmn 
recupent n'aua cos pdcm dobilu- Et Maior 't ooitaa in niia, 'tc. Et aap 
hoc iidem R'<IUus 't Emma g-tia remiaerut \^i» Maiori 't coitati dsmpwi 
ana, 'Ic. Et acivnd T\ii piTcm scHplfl obligatoiiu cancellat' hie, 't£, at 
lihat' attorn {Vtc^uj MHioria 't i:oiUlifl, 'IC. 
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bspreesioD of its demand. But it may be 
noted the debt was odIj due the Ist November, and 
the letter is duied the 5th, it waa therefore urgent. 



Ill, — The BoRorGH. 

!ne main interest of RifliDg is in its castle and in its 
connection with the widow Queen of Edward IT. But 
that is nut the only interest. There is within it and the 
adjoining townships an example of Ioi'qI government" which 
is worthy of special notice, as shewing the coimeotiou 
between the Borough of Castle Rising and the Lord of 
the Manor. 

Coming up the hill, on which Rising stands, are two 
Tillages — North and South Wool ton — and at the hack 
of the hill, a tliiid village — Roydou. Very early, if 
not in the ownership, certainly under the influence of 
De Alhiiii, South Wootton hecame broken off somewhat 
from the common association. With this exception these 
townships of Rising, Wootton, and Roydon were united 
in one manorial organisation. 

The earlier records of its courts have perished. But 
the first of thoae which survive gives us an interesting 
picture of their working at the time, as well as a 
sufficiently clear indication of the form in which they 
had, doubtless, existed for matiy previous generations. 

On the 3Uih September, 1642, the men of the three 
townships met at a court, which is thus described: — 

Prima curia Geueralig cum lets prenobilis Lianelli Cumitia 
Middlesex, Hnurici domini Pierpout, Edwardi domioi 
Nuburghe, Willelmi PkyterB, Militis et Barouetti, et 
Btcardi Ouslowo, Militis, cum attiiroamenlo teiieiitium 
ibidem teuta dio Jo^ia in fento Soi Miuhaelis Archaugeli ; 



Kywng 



The Soeioty U groatly iadebtad to its iecretarj, the Kov, W. Hudson, 
for tii> revisiuQ of this puttiou of inj puper.— E. U, 11. 



riile1ic«t xxix die SeptembHs Addo rogni domjoi noatri 
Caroli dei gratia Auglie Bcotia ffrancie et HibernJe regis, 
fidei ddfi^naona, &c,, decimu octavo aTiuuque domini 1642. 
TeatB per Robertum Morse, geuerosuiD, capitalem aenes* 



oaUuE 



ibiJsL 



This WU8 the firet court held on the Bucceasion to the 
manor of Thomas, Earl of Arundel and Surrey, for whom 
the iilxive- named gentlemen acted as feoffeea. 

Then follow the names of the ordinary manorial juries, 
one described as "Cii|)italea Pleg'ii cum inquisilione libe- 
rorum ex ppirte Rysinge;" another (similarly described) 
"ex ]>arte N. Wootton;" and a third, called " Inquieitio 
nalivorum es parte Wutton et Ryaeing." The practice, 
at this period, both here and elsewhere, as we see from 
the title of the two first juriea, waa to make one body of 
jurors serve both for the Court Baron and Court Leet ; 
the chief pledgea being ihe leet jury, and the inquest 
of freemen that of the court baron. The third jury eerved 
for matters concerning the "nativi," or "copyholders" only. 
In tlie case of Roydon, which took part in the "leet" 
business only, (here waa a fourth jury sworn, described aa 
" Capitalea Lete ex parte Roydon." 

The court divided ita proceedinga into the two usual 
departments of the "Court Baron" and the "Court Leet," 
the former taking cognizance of the strictly manorial 
business, the latier dealing wiih ihe common-law offences 
of nuisances and what would now be described as "police" 
busineaa. 

Into these ordinary matters it is not neceaaary to enter. 
Our attention is, however, allracted by what follows in 
the record of the proceedings on thia particular occasion. 
It being the first court of a new lord, ail the manorial 
tenants were summoned to " attorn " (or transfer) tliem- 
aelvea to him. The process is described as follows : — 
Attorn'. Ad banc Curiam omnos tenoiit«s tarn liberi quam nativi 
eneril . ^j^^tj fuerunt de quibUH oompuorunt EicarduB Clementa, 



Willelmus Wyborde [40 naniBB] Et 

quilibet eoram posuit dominos iu posBeBsioDe 
et wryicii per aoluciouem cuiusliLet eorum uni 
Et quilibet eorum fecerunt donunia fidelitotem, 
A complete Hat of all the tenants is given, 
into five sets. 

1, Libori teuenteB vooati I Twenty-five pereoBe, of whom twenty 
" attorned." 
/ Twenty-eight persons. Ouly eight 
attorued, three had already answered 
° ' ^ as burgagere ; two are marked dead. 



reddituB 
denaiii. 



divided 



burgagers. 

vocati cot- 



Ex parte Eoydon 
[? cottage™.] 



Four persons ; all attorned. 



4. Natiri tanentes. 



I Twelve persons; five of whom attorued, 
some having appeared before. 
fi. Libori tenenteB ex part« ( Eighteen persons, of whom eight 
Northwutton. ( attorned tinder this description. 

It tliua appears tbut, in the three townships, there were 
©iglity-seven tenements in respect of which fealty and 
service were due to tho lord. That the list is one of 
tenements rather than of tenants is plain, because several 
persons appear in more than one set. " Richard Clements, 
generosuB," for instance, attorued personally as a 
"burgager," but his name also comes first on the list of 
"nativi tenentes." "Richard Taylor" actually appears in 
four sets, and twice iu one of them. 

The chief iuterest lies in ihe "burgagers." They are, 
evidently, surumoned to make attornment as such, and not 
simply as persona who, holding manorial tenements in the 
borough, happened, by coincidence, to be also burgesses. 
They were the owners (perhaps at this time the occupiers) 
of the tenements to which the right of burgeaship 
nttacbed,' Every such " burgage "-bolder owed fealty to 
the lord of the manor of Rising. 

' One of Iheui attomcd "jure uxoria," 
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The fact carries us back a long way, to the time wlien 
the good folk of Rising were only just beginning to 
obtain the niauagemont of their own affairs, and (partly) 
to free themselves from the control of the great manorial 
lords who overshadowed them. One of the earliefit steps 
in the process of emancipation {frequently mentioned in 
Domenilfii/) would, here as elsewhere, be a money payment 
in lieu of personal service, or merely in acknowledgment 
of over- lordship, Tliia payment, chargeable on holders 
" in burgage," was called " landgable," and being most 
commonly due to the king, has been described as a. royal 
tax. It has, however, been conclusively shown not to 
have been a "tax," but a "rent" payable to the superior 
lord of the tenement. If the king were lord he took 
it as lord, not as king. If another held the "sac and 
hoc" he took it. Under the name of " langoll rent" and 
other corruptions, it continued to be paid, in most 
boroughs, through the middle ages. As there is no 
mention of the burgesses, as such, owing suit of court to 
the manor, it was, probably, florae such customary pajTnent 
as this, a relic of an otherwise obsolete lordship, which was 
due from them to the manorial lord. 

Halher different in its origin, was another interesting 
connection between the borough and the manor. The 
mayor of the borough, after having been elected by the 
burgesses, was under tlie obligation of attending the court 
leet of Rising, there to be sworn to execute his office 
aright, and there, in full court, he elected and presented 
his sei'Jeant-at-muce, to be similarly admitted by oath.* 



' Tho origin of Ihia cuBtomflry obligntiun, aa well a« o( the custom by 
whith in aome lioruugha the leet court elected the iDByor, may rest upon 
tli« fnct that Ihe le«t vnt originnlly nut to niuub the court of a nmiior u of 
t, franchiBO, the toiirt in which n |jrivilegBd lord exercissd the police 
jurUdictiOQ of ptmiahiog by amercement all kindi of petty oDencM which 
DUtiide the fiancbiio wna oxerciaed by tha theriS in bU toum. Where the 



ill, dated i6th orVcteSwT 



I entry from the court 
1649, IB as follows: — 

Quod Sampson Browue electui' fuit per Burgenses Burgi predict! 
in officio pretoriB ejusdem Burgi die luna ante fuatiim Saocti Micbaelia 
ArcliBUgeli ultimi preteriti secuudum nntiquam Conauetudinem 
Biirgi pradicti qui nd uffioium illud bene et tideliter in omnifauB 
exequendum et eserceadum juratue fuiL 

Et predictuB priotnr immedinte id ouria elegit et presentaTtt 

Jacobum Browne serviectem ad clavam Buiim qui ad offieium 

illud in omuibus bene et Gdelit«r ^xequeudiim et ezercendum juratus 
fuit. 

The mayor of the borough of Custle Rising was a 
person of very exceptional jurisdiction. No record exists 
on the Charter Rolls of any grant of a borough or of 
any municipal rights to Castle Rising, It is purely a 
borough by preaeription, and the mavor seems to have 
been the sole member of it. In the inquisition mentioned 
by Dlomefield," temp. Queen Elizabeth, the mayor and the 
burgesses only are mentioned, and Blomefield expressly 
states that in his time there were no aldermen, and of 
right there never were any. 

There is a shattered copy of the mayors' oaths with 
the court rolls, and underneath a few of the many duties 
required of him : — 

That ;e shall est the Assize of bread, wine, ale, fish, flesh, come, 
— also of weights and moasures in the said Borough — and due 
execution upon the dofalilta that there ahall be. 

Ye shall Bet the price of Bears and ale in your Borough according 



(rHncbiae passed from the hands of the king into those of a powerful borough 
community, tho leet became subordinate to the borough. But where, u 
prohftbly in the case of Rising, a powerful lord aonienled to divest bimeolt of 
k portidn of his franchise in favour of a comparatively woalc borough com- 
munity, he may have have required such na acknovledgmant that the mayor 
(at tpMt in part of his duties) was theoretically an official of his court, 
exercising functions which property belonged to his leet. 
' Volix.,p. 19. 
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to tlifl statute, and ailjudgo bodily penanoo to them that keep not 
tbu Bssizo. 

Ye shall hear and dotennine the offonoes of Artificers and Servants, 
and shall puniah them awjording to. the Statute which do offeud. 

Ye shall mise men armed to sapprew udI awful aBsemhlies 
contrary to the Statute. 

Ye shall yearly chose collectota for the poore. 

These duties are to be performed by the mayor himself. 
No mention is mude of any person or body to assist him, 
and the fact that these two important prerogatives of local 
government — that of the assize of bread, weights and 
measures, and of ale — are diverted from the court leet 
and given to one individual, the mayor, to carry out, 
confirms the view suggested in note * that in this depart- 
ment of bis duties the mayor had originally taken the 
place of the bailifi' of the leet. 

The mayor swore by his outli to adjudge bodily penunce 
to those that kept not the assize ; tlie materials for this 
penance remain in the clog and shackle still preserved 
in the castle, I31ome6eld mentioned they were disused in 
his time (1742). I know of no other instance of Ibis form 
of punishment On Bowen'a map of Norfolk, "illustrated 
"with historical extracts," is the following memorandum; 
"They have two loggs of wood at Castle Uising, instead of 
a prison, which the prisoners are forced to drag after ihem, 
the one called Roaring Meg, the other Pretty Betty." 

In the List of Tenants one of the divisions was 
composed of free tenants, called "burgagers:" of these 
there were twenty-five in 1642, of whom twenty 
attorned. These burgagers were, of course, the owners 
of the burgage tenements. They elected the mayor. The 
election was in the church on the Monday before Michaelmas 
Day, and the mayor attended the next court to be sworn. 
Of the remnants of this office only the mace and seal 
remaiii. I have given the mace I think for the first time, 
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I beautiful and rare example ; it is 20 inchea long, 
and is silver ; at the bundle end is affixed the borough 
eeal, also of silver. See Plate I., Ko. 3. 








The mayor continued until the Reform Act of 1835, 
but he was not aboliafacd, for Castle Hieing was one of 
the boroughs that kept its existence until the statute of 
1883, which disenfranchised all boroughs not affected by 
the Reform Bill of 183.1 It seems a pity that so 
ancient and picturesque an institution could not have been 
left alone. 

It is a matter of history that on the appointment of 
jueticea of the peace in the reign of Edward III.' their 
jurisdiction ran in a great measure pa rn II el to that of 
the leet of the township, and in process of time attracted 

' The aist stalut* is 1 Edward lU., wp. 16, 1327. 



from the leet a great piirl of its authnrity and jiiriadiction. 



This would f 



, for the decline of the 



md it is remarkable, 
iating of three 



I account, in aomo i 
energy of leet jurisdiction throughout the kingdom ; in 
lfi42 i(s power had preally left it. The jurisdiction of 
the justices of the peace for the borough of Castle Rising 
WU8 over the borough itself and the townships of the 
"Woottons and Roydon, and was concurrent wilh (hat of 
the county justices. 

In many boroughs alderin'sn were the justices by statute 
or hv a kind of prescription. Torrington appears somewhat 
similar to our own case ; there the mayor and his pre- 
decessor were justices of the peace, and in Sudbury it 
was the sama But the jurisdiction extended only to the 
borough itself; the exception here is, 
that the isolated part of the couuty, ' 
distinct townships, forming four parishes, should all be 
subject to the jurisdiction of justices by virtue of au 
ofiBcer of only one of them,* 

Tlie earlier proceedings of these jusrices were unfor- 
tunately not kept; the earliest begins in July, 1827. 

The following extract from the Report of the Com- 
missioners appointed to enquire into the stale of Municipal 
Corporations, before the Borough Reform Act, 1835, seta 
out the constitution of the Borough of Rising: 

" The Corporation consiata of two Aidermeo. one ot whom ia 
Majror, a Rucorder, tmd a SeTgcatit nt Uaue. The Mnyur is cbosoa 
annunUy by the Inhabitants. He is always proposed l>y the 
Reoordor, and the Aldornmii are electod in turn. One of the Aldermen 
is elected by the Lord oE the Manor <if Cuetle Rising, and the othf^r 
by the owner oF about 50 acres o{ land all burgage tenure within 
the Borough. They hold their offioa tor life provided thay reaide 
within the Borough. 

'■ The RQc!order is appointed by the Lord of the Haoor, and holds 
his office during pleasure." 



' Alnncheater abaorbod tho adJoL 
Chetham Society. 



villHBes 



The seal of the horough, not of the mayor Hnd 
coinmonaliy, is given on PI. I., No. 1, from an old seal; 
No. 2 from tlie matrix on the bottom of the mace. 

Castle Rising is tnown not so much for its mayors, Q8 
for its iiiiving had the right of semiin^ merubcra to the 
national parliament. 

The first members were returned 5th January, 1558, 
and continued until the Reform Act of 1832 extinguished 
the riglit. The members were elecled by the mayor, 
ex-mayor, rector, and the burgagers, owners of certain 
t«Denienta. 

In l(i42 there were twenfy-five burgagers, and the same 
number in 1649. These burgage tenements had, previously 
to the Reform Bill, been bought up in part by the 
Howards, the owners of the Rising estate ; in part by the 
Cholmondeleys of Houghton ; a few remained in the 
family of a neighbouring squire, Anthony Uamond, 
There were two inns, one belonging to the Howards, the 
other to the Cholmondeleys. In these was free entertain- 
ment at every election by the two parties, for the Howards 
appointed one member and the Cholmondeleys the other, 
and though there were some five or six nominal voters, it 
is very doubtful whether, except the rector, there was one 
voter wiih a legal qualilicution,* 

The election was held in the church, with the mayor as 
returning officer, the agents of tlie two families of Howard 
and Cholmondeley attending. 

IV. The Pahisii. 

Not only were the three townships isolated in their 
civil, but also in their ecclesiastical jurisdiction. The 



" Thia was s eontamporary opinion — nnd it 

Sarjeant Mercwethet writing aftorwiwda (. 

througliout his nholo work that bargagsrs n 
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reclors of tlie four parishes had each the right of proving 
the wills of the parishiouers, and this not as rector, but aa 
commissary of the Lord of Rising.* It is not quite clear 
that the parishes were independent of the control of the 
bishop. The rector of Castle Rising is traditionally 
considered the head of the clergy of the four parishes, aa 
the mayor was certainly the civil superior. 

Though scarcely within the title of medJeeval history, 
the relation of the later lite in Castle Rising would be 
incomplete without mentioning the almshouses which form so 
interesting a feature in the village. (See Plate III., No. 2.) 
The story of their foundation shows the form of eettle- 
meat of a small institution in a far-o£f village. First of 
all the receiver of the lands of Rising, Owen Shepherd, 
accounts, in 1609, for £451. 12s. 2^ei. paid by him to 
Richard Hovell, junior, Esquire, for building the almshouses.* 
His father was owner of Iliilington, the next-lying estate, 
and he seems to have been a Trustee Expenditor of the 
sum received, to be laid out, under his superintendence, 
for building the almshouses. They were ready built in 
the 13th James I., 1615. The letters patent, under 
the great seal, dated 10th July in that year, confirms the 
foundation, and the king, on the nomination of Thomas, 
Earl of Arundel, therein appoints the "Gubcrnatricem et 
duodecim pauperes nmlierea." by name, being the first 
inmates. The almshouses are styled in the letters patent 
and in all documents — " The Hospital of the Holy and 
undivided Trinity of Castle Rising, of the foundation of 
Henry, Earl of Northampton." The earl did not live to 
see the completion of hia charity.* The grant of the 
annuity of £100 for their support, dated the same day oa 
the letters patent, is made by Thomas, Eurl of Arundel, 



• BlomeGcld, Sto. toI. ix. page 38. > BlomeliiJd, 

* He died, fuU of hononn, ia 161-1, n-ithont is 
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"tlie cousin and nest Iieir of the Rigtt Honorable Henry, 
late Earl of Northampton." The seal. No. 4, Plate I., is the 
seal of (he Earl of Arundel to tliia deed. Another deed 
with the inuniineuts at the hospital requires notice: it is 
dated Ist July, 1659, and is the dismissal by the Honor- 
able Henry Howard of one Catherine Curson from tbe 
office of governess. If the charges are not more than a 
mere form, her faults muat have been great It is 
addressed to ihe Mayor of Castle Rising, fo the Assistants 
of the Hospital, to the Keeper of the Castle, and to the 
poor Women. 

The hospital remains as built (1609 — 1615) by the charity 
of the Earl of Northampton, under the direction of Henry 
Hovell the younger, Esq. It forma a square court. The 
chapel is on the side opposite tbe entrance, with the common 
hall on the one hand and the matron's residence on the 
other, and around are the rooms of the twelve "poor 
women," and is a beautiful example of Norfolk brick 
architecture. 

It wilt be seen by Plate III,, No. 2, the gateway has two 
small towers on either side : these are strongly groined also 
in brick: tbe northernmost is the staircase; the southern- 
most the muniment room, where the documents I have 
quoted, with the rules in tbe seventeenth century binding, 
have been preserved. Over the archway is the room of 
meeting of the "assistants." Wa see how carefully every 
line was carried out. The women wear the cloaks with 
the Howard badge, and the seal, No. 5, Plate I., is the 
original seal of the hospital still with the muniments. 

By the kindness of tbe Numismatic Society, a woodcut 
of the coin illustrative of the mint of Caatte Rising is 
here given. It is the only piece, Mr. H. Montagu, F.8.A., 
tella rae, ho has actually met with undoubtedly bearing 
upon the face of it tbe name of the town of " Castle Rising," 
though it had been indicated by previous writers that a 
o 2 



mint existed tlierc. The obverse reads stiefse, ihe reverse 
H1VN ON RtsiNGE, being the name of tbe inonejer who 
made it.' This coin is now in the collection of Mr. 
Montagu, who kindly drew my attention to it. 




I have now described and traced in history the Caslle 
of Rising with its surrounding incidents and its church. 
The wreck of the great castle remains, and aa much a 
wreck by its over restoration is the church, but neither 
in its ruin nor in its almost rebuilding can the grandeur 
and beauty of either be effaced. I have tried to show 
you the somewhat complicated government under its early 
manorial organisation ; and by its mayor and its justices, 
the isolation, not only of the borough but of the three 
surrounding townships, in their civil and their eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction ; and to add to this, the construction 
of the fine charity of the Hospital. If in doing this I 
have created and stimulated an interest in this now quiet 
and beautiful village, I am content. 



Note. — The words at tho end of the twelve names 
endorsed in the letter of Robert de Montalt, p. 17j, suggest 
some remark. They made be read : — " Qui elegorunt veteres 
Scabinos." The deputation of the right or power of 
election is a feature during the middle ages, and an 
example which nearly touches the present instance, is 
found in the roll of the Trinity Guild at Lynn, to 

I Set XiifiitKiinlic CiroHiili, rol, ix .SrdsBriei', pp. 33^;-5t3. 
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which it may be assumed these very *' Scabini " belonged. 
In the 13th Edward III., the "Aldermannus et Con- 
fratres ex unanimi Consensu elegerunt [12 names] qui 
jurati elegerunt [4 names] ad officium Scabinorum/'* In 
the Tolbooth documents, with the records of the Lynn 
Corporation, it is stated that in the 13th Edward II. 
the whole community met in the Guildhall and appointed 
assessors of all the community for the purpose of raising 
this fine of £4000, to be paid to Robert de Monhaut.^ 
We know that four members of the Guild joined in 
nominating others for the election of Mayor, and that con- 
firms their interference with the acts of the community. 
The memorandum at the end of the indorsement may 
record that the twelve persons whose names are indorsed 
on the letter were appointed probably at a meeting of the 
whole community, and they chose the old Scabini as 
assessors to raise, of the community, the amount required 
by the letter on which those names are indorsed. It is a 
suggestion and nothing more. 

^ See The Gild Merchant ^ by Charles Gross, vol. ii. p. 164. 
* See Our Borough, by E. M. Beloe, p. 11. 
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St. Leonard, or Lionart, the Confessor, whose place in the 
Calendar is the 6th of November, was the patron saint of 
all prisoners, captives, and slaves : — 

\ " Prisones louerd seint leonard ; f ul wide i deopud was, 

j^e miracles J^at he for prisones dude : ne may no man telL" 

A metrical history of his life is to be found in the early 
South English Legendary, or Lives of Saints, contained in 
MS. Laud, 108,^ in the Bodleian Library, and written about 
1280-90, shortly before or simultaneously with the Legenda 
Aurea, which also contains an account of the Saint. 

From these and other sources we gather the following 
summary of his life. He was a French nobleman of great 
reputation in the court of King Clovis (?) circa a.d. 500 
(in which court his parents held high office) and had been 
early converted and baptized by St Remigius. He par- 
ticularly deliglited in visiting prisons — the Howard of his 
day — and those for whom he interceded the king pardoned. 

* Edited by Dr. Ilorstmann for the Early Englieh Text Society. 
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1 him a bishopric, wbiob he refi 
preached in Orleans and then in Aquituine. 'Desiring 
solitude, he retired to a wood neur Limoges, and turned 
hermit. The king had a hunting seat in the wood, and 
there the queen whb taken dangerously ill. St, Leonard 
was sent for, and by his prayer the lives of the queen and 
her baby were preserved. In gratitude the king offered 
him much gold and silver ; but as he would not accept 
them, the king gifted hira with a portion of the wood, 
and an abbey. After many years spent in piety and 
charity, the saint died there in the year 546. 

He was partieulaHy invoked by prisoners or slaves, and 
it is reported of him that he did so many miracles on 
behalf of prisoners that it would be imposBible to relate 
them. 

lie is usually represented in a white habit, fastened 
round the waist with a girdle, and with fetters in his 
hand. Ke presentations of him exist in some of our Norfolk 
churches. 

In the Registrum Pnmum of Norwich Cathedral Priory, 
it is stated that Bishop Herbert, the founder, having 
acquired in the year 1101, by charter from King Henry I. 
the Manor of Thorpe and Thorpe Wood, built the church 
of St. Leonard on a certain hill [(« quodam eolle\ of the 
same wood, and the chapel of St. Michael near the said 
church, in lieu of the chapel of the land of St. Michael, 
then and now called Tombland, which he had removed 
in order to make an entrance to the cathedral monastery. 

The site of St. Leonard's church and priory is shewn 
on the accompanying plan (extracted from Taylor's Index 
Moitatticus). It occupied the height (afterwards called 
Surrey Mount) on the sautb side of the road (now called 
Gas Hill) leading from the Bishop's Bridge, whilst 
St, Michael's chiipel (afterwards known as Kett's Castle) 
was situate on the height on the opposite side of the road. 
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Thorpe Wood must liave covered s large extent of 
ground in former daya, oiid probably spread over uU 
the ht'iglits overlooking the cily on the east and north- 
east. In the s:ime wood, upon Mousehold Heath, at a 
distance of upwurds of a mile from St. Leonard's Priory, 
stood St. Catherine's Chapel, an ancient parochial chapel 
founded about tlie time of the Conquest and afterwards 
recouBccruted in honour of St. "William of Norwich, 
the hoy martyr, who is said to have been crucified by 
the Jews in the reign of king Stephen. It was commonly 
called SI. William in the Wood. 

In the church of St. Leonard, which he gave to his 
Norwiuh monastery. Bishop Herbert placed certain monka 
to remain there permanently, and others temporarily whilst 
the cathedral church was in course of erection. The latter 
had no easy life, for many of the Bishop's letters {which 
have been edited by Dean Goulburn and the Rev. H. 
Symonds) show Low strongly he urged his monks to press 
on with the work of building the cathedral. "Often," 
he writes, "have I stirred you up in person \o apply 
yourselves fervently and diligently to the work of your 
church, hut alus! the work drags on. and in providing 
materials you shew no enthusiasm. Take heart again; 
persist untiringly in your work. Lot not your hand or 
your foot rest, shiver in winter's cold, swelter under 
summer's sun, toil by day, watch by night." 

St. Leonard's I'riory being a cell to, and dependent upon, 
the cathedral monastery, the prior or custos of the cell 
was appointed by the Prior of Norwich, and wtth the 
aid of seven or eight monks performed daily service in 
tlie adjacent chapel of St. Michael. They had revenues 
appropriated to their separate use, and were visited once a 
year by (he Prior of Norwich, and they bad to account 
to him annually for all the offerings in the priory church 
of St. Leonard and the chapel of St. Michael, &c. Th^ 
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were kIso obliged to find a scholur and pay an exhibition 

for him hL one of the tJiiiversit iea. 

In tlie catbfiiral treasury thern are 116 rolls of account 
of this cell from 1348 to 15^6, and two inventories, from 
which we may extract tlie names of thii-ty-lhree priors or 
keepers of the cell,' and particulars of their receipts and 
expenditure. Take, for inatunce, the compotua for the 
year I4^!i, the receipts mainly from offerings at the image 
of St. Leonard, and including ihoae at llie images of 
the Blessed Virgin, the Holy Cross, St. Anthony, and 
St. Michael, and a few rents, amounted to £27. la. 6\J., 
and the expenses were £24. 15^. 3\i/. The church was 
afterwards of great note for an image of King Henry Vl., 
which was visited by pilgrims from far and near, some 
of whom reported extraordinarj- cures to have been per- 
formed at it. 

Tlie most interesting of the existing records are the two 
inventories made in the fifteenth century of the goods 
in the Priory of St, Leonard, copies of wliich, with 
translatioijs kinrlly revised by the Rev. "W, Hudson, F.S.A,, 
and W. H. St. John Hope, Esq., are subjoined. Nothing 
was too great and nothing was too small to be included 
in these inventories, from the jewelled image of St. Leouard 
in the chapel to the gridirons and mustard pot in the 
kitchen. 

The service books, vestments, altars and relics in the 
chapel, are enumerated. The image of St. Leonard had 
ten rings on its fingers, viz., three on the thumb, two on 
the forefinger, and five on the middle finger. Around 
the neck of the image of the Virgin hung an Agnus Dei, 
and on the middle finger was a sapphire ring. The 
contents of the pantry, buttery, kitchen, hall, chamber, 
bed-chamber, study, dorter, and chapel are minutely 
described, and a very interesting catalogue is given of 
* fidt list >t end ot Ibii paper. 



the MSS. and books in tlie library,' and in many caaea 
witb their press marks. 

In the library of Canterbury Cathedral is an interesting 
register of events which took place at St, Leonard's Priory 
during the vacancies of the See of Canterbury and the 
See of Norwich, from the 3rd Oct., 1500, to the 24th 
March following, when the affairs of the Diocese of 
Korwich were administered by Roger Churche, acting 
under a commission from the Prior and Convent of 
Canterbury. The Commissary held his Courts in the 
chapel of St. Leonard's Priory, where he granted probate 
of numerous wills (including those of Bishop Jan and 
Dame Eleanor Tounaliend of Riiynham) and instituted about 
seventy of the clergy to livinj^s in the Diocese of Norwich. 

In the Visitations of the Diocese, 1492-1532, edited for 
the Camden Society by Dr. Jessopp, we find that in 
1514, information was given against John Sibly, the Prior 
of SL Leonard's, that he bad rendered his account for 
the Priory on paper instead of parchment; that he had' 
let things go to wreck and ruin; that he held the office 
of gardener in the Monastery, and did not perform 
duty ; that he consumed the goods of the Priory and had 
not rendered his accoimt for St. Paul's Hospital, and had 
let two barns be dilapidated through negligence; and that 
tliere were quarrels and opprobrious words spoken in the 
cell of St. Leonard. 

' At tho diuolution of the Prior}', the MSS. aod boukB in the libnirj' 
prohsbl; shued the hie of thoae of tho other munusteries at Norwich, thui 
gmphioally nnd patholicnlly doacribed hy B«le:— "I bnve tenB also >t 
Nocwyche, ours Heconde c) tie of nnme, and thflro all the library monu- 
mentea nro turned to the u»e of their grossern, csndel makers, eope Hellera, 
and othur worldly orcupyera ; so atudyose ba.ve we ben tliere for a cammoa 
wealth, and ao careful of good lemyng. O negligence most unfryndly 
to QUI nacioD ! I woulde have bene Bury to have uttered so obaouic ft 
facte, had not the imgentilneM at the thing regair'd it. to the wainyDg 
oE them whiche shftU come after, for doying the lyke to the hinderanoM ol 
tho Teftlmp." 
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Poor man, he bad jirobably to go up and down St. 
LeoQurd'u hilt two or three limes a. Any, and if he bad 
attained a certain age, he no doubt fuund it very difficult 
to do this and to attend properly to bis various duties. 
The result, however, of the visitation was that the Bishop 
enjoined that the Prior of St. Leonard's be removed, and 
not admitted to any other office. 

At the subsequent Visitations there was not much to 
report, but in 15^2 complaint was made ogainat the Bishop 
himaelf, that be bad tnkc-a uway soil from "Jjolbrds' 
Pittea." 

At the dissolution of the monasteries the site ami demesnes 
of this cell, comprising about fourleen acres, were granted by 
King Henry VIII. to Thoraus, Duke of Norfolk, \.d. 1538, 
whose son, Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, built a sumptuous 
Louse upon the epot, which he called Mount Surrey, 

It is thus referred to by Michael Drayton the poet, in hia 
Epistle by the Lady Oeraldine to the Earl of Surrey. 

" Why art thou slack, wliibt no roan puta hia hand 
To raifio the Muuut whore Surrey's Tower muat stand ; 
Or who the groundsil of that work doth lay 
Whilst like a wanderer thou abroad doet stray ? 
When shall the Uuees by (air Norwich dwell, 
To be the city of the learned well P 
Or when Bhall that fair hoof-ploughed spring distill 
From great Mouut Surrey, out of Leonard's llill I*" 

The Earl was attainted and beheaded in Io47, and his 
estates were forfeited to the Crown. 

Here in 1549 was the camping ground of Kelt. Blomefield 
states that St. Leonard's Priory was totally demolished by 
Kett and his rebels,' and that they seized on the noble palace 
of Mount Surrey, and spoiled whatever they found in it, 

' KuBiell, in his Biiinry of Ktti'i RthiUiim, romarks : —"Kett b commonly 
cooiidered a rebel, yet the rauae he adtocatod was au just, that one uumot 
hut leel he deserved a better tiamo and a better falo.'' 
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converting it into a prison, wtere they confined Sir Roger 
Woodhouae, Serjeant Cuttyn, Serjeant Guwdy, and othef 
gentlemen whom they caught. 

According to the aume writer, Queen Elizabeth granted 
thia place in 1563 to Thomas, Duke of Norfolk,' and 
on her progress through Norfolk and Suffolk in 1578 
she, on the 20tli August. " dined at my Lord of Surrey's 
at Surrey House, on Mushold Hill, where were the French 



Inventorittm oUNiuu BOKOROii existenciusi va Pkiobattt 
Sancti Leonard 1 in RESCEaan fratris Johankib 

BeUOU ' ET IN ALVENTU FRATRIB ElCAItDI HelTSGTONB,* 

Capeixa. Item unum iiiissute. Item aliud divisum. j manuale.* 
j gradale.' j magnum dinrnale cum paulterio' integro. 
Item j mappa diaprid cum frontello* habente agnos at 
grifones. Item alie tres niappe diaprid. Item ij mappa 
nou diaprid. Item ij manutergia diaprid ante lava- 
torium.' ij rondelelts'" pro manibus tergendis. Item j 
vestimentum" rubium per Thomam Hevynghana. Aliud 
pro festis et tercium pro feriis. ij corporalia 
clausuris. ij calicea cum ij cocliaribua. ij pul 

' 'riia fourth Du!ic, son and heir o( the abo»e-rocnlioDed Henry Howard, 
Earl of Surrey. 

* ThiB mUBl have b<!eD Philip Ilowitrd, EhiI of Arundel and Sumy, 
of Thomas, fourth Duke of Norfolk. 

' * ■ Amongst the eitatiC Compoti, oi Rolls of Accouuts ol this Frioiy, 
■re Ihone of Juhn Bergh, in 1421, U-23-1, and lUo. Ho was aucceeded in 
H26 by John Walshiim. Probalily liiuhard Helyngtun wm Prior, and thig. 
InTentory vaa made in 1431-3. The Conipot.ua for that year ia nuuing. 
Buth Juhn Bergh and Richard Holyngton had previously held offices M 
Obedientiaries in the Cathedral Priory al Norwich. 

* fhe occasional services for use by a piicst were contuined in the Maniiala, 
■ I'be musical portions of the Altar sorvicca were contained iu tho Gradualt 

er Urayle. 
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fbassadora alao, at a most rare und delicate dinner and 
banquet." 

Only a few fragments now remain of the walls of the 
Priory and St, Michael's Chapel, and the deep well of 
the Priory. 

Mr. Henry Snowdon is the owner and occupier of the 
modern house standing on the site of the Priory. One of 
the finest panoramic views of Norwich is to be obtained 
from the grounds. 



kC. 1422. 
Intentoet of all the Qoooa existing is the Pbiobv 
OF Saint Leohahu on the octgoing of buotiier Jocw 
Eeroii, akd on the incoming of brotuer Richakd 
Helynotone. 
I, one mass book. Item, another divided, one C 
luanual, one grayle, one large diurnal with the complete 
psalter. Item, one di;ipered altarcloth with a front con- 
taining lumbs and gryphons. Item, three other diapered 
altarcloths. Item, two ultarcloths not diapered. Item, 
two diapered towels before the lavatory, two rondlets for 
wiping the hands. Item, one red vestment, the gift of 
Thomas Ilevyngham; another for feativals, and a third for 
ferials. Two corporas cases, two chalices with two spoons, 

' The PidUiium oontaincd ths PbbIhib u nE«d nt the diffeiont Houn, 
together with the I-ituny. 

■ The uoiTDw strip of cmbioidery Bewn to (ha front edge o( the linen altar 
cloth. 

* Probuhly the water drain in the aacristj, where tba priest washed hii 
bands before vesting, or it ma; be what is now called a piscina. 

"> KoUerorJBcktowela? 

" Probably a chaauble, given hy Thomas Hevyngham, Sacriat nt Norwich 
Cathedral Priory, H03-6. 

" White linen cloths folded and placed on the altar in the service of the 

me, Iwnealh the fxicri^ Eleasuta.—Freiapl. Fare. 



In diet 
Tirga unm 
nionile in 
ciaatum cm 



parva cms omata cum pelria ex mm p;irto &. c-s alia cum 
cruci6xD. Item ij magna monilia' argenti & deaurati. 
In digilis sancti teonardi aunt annuli x quorum tres in 
police ij in indioe & quinque in medio. Item, in vecte 
I ferrea que est ante ymaginem pendent tres rami de coratt 
' ornati quorum uims est parvus. Item v paria^ bedys de 
, gcet quorum j par Labet pater noater deauratum et aliud 
1 par cum pater iioster argenti et groaao * dcaurati et j 
broclie deauratum. Item, j par de cedro cum pater 
noBter argenti. Item, v paria bedya de aumbyr quorum 
unum par sunt laiigetys.* aliud par cum uuo broche 
argenti. lerliura par cum uno broche auri. & quartum 
cum j bokyl argeuti. Item quatuor beryll ornati et dens 
hominia oruutus argetita lu tubernuculo sancti leonardi 
ymiigo argeuti Comitia Sulfolcbio & ymago roulieris 
argenti. Item una navis argeuti cum ancbora & cathena 
cum deute & oculo* argenti. In predicta vecte pendet 
mmm genu argenti & j Lede.' Item circa collum beate 
Virginia eat agnua dei ° cum uno firmaculo. Item in 
medio digito anulus cum sapphiro. Item ad pectus 
ejuadem est unum pectorule & par precum' de goet cum 
j brocbe. In area iiij acabella & j aitula plurobi. [j bede 
de geet].'" 

P.iNTBRiA, ij raappe pro tabula aociorum ij mappe pro tabula 
BCrvientium. Item ij manutergia longa. Item yi sanapie." 
Item napeta xij. Item ij parve towalya pro pane. Item 



I MonilB, « jewelled ornament, ouch« or brooch.— Pcompf. Farr. 

' Added in Ihe margin. 

" Fnir, nppliiid to my number of like or equal things, and not limitwl, u 
now, to two only. Thus a " peire ol bedcH,'' [Chaucer, CsHierbnry Tafet, 
prologue, 15U] = a Bet of beada.— Skeat'a Eli/ta. Dicly. 

* GroBSO, rudie, holjBfl. — Dit Cutijc. 

' Long beads, gett tor bedje.— fiomy ;, Fare. 



< A modal ol a 






T Bade — bead — a perforated ball used for countitig prayci 



said rod, 

with BJx 
etonea. 
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'inented with stones on one side, and witli a crucifix on fha 
other. Item, two large jewels of silver and gilt. On 
the fingers of Saint Leonard ure ten rings, of which 
three are on the thumb, two on the index finger, and 
five on the middle finger. Item, on the iron bar, which 
is before the image, hang three ornamented branches of 
coral, one of which is small. Item, five pairs of beads 
of jet, one pair of which has a gilt pater noster, 
and another pair with a pater noeter of silver and rough 
gilt, and one gilt brooch. Item, one pair of cedar with 
a pater noster of silver. Item, five pairs of beads of 
amber, of which one pair is of long beads, another pair 
with a brooch of silver, a third pair with a brooch of 
gold, and a fourth with a buckle of silver. Item, four 
berj-ls ornamented and a man's tooth ornamented with, 
silver. In the tubernacle of Saint Leonard u silver 
image of the Earl of Suffolk and a silver image of a 
woman. Item, one ship of silver vrith au anchor and 
chain, with a tooth and eye of silver. On the aforesaid 
bar hang one knee of silver and one bead. Item, about 
the neck of the Blessed Virgin is an Agnus Dei with a 
clasp. Item, on the middle finger a ring with a sapphire. 
Item, at her breast is a pectoral and a pair of beads of 
jet, with one brooch. On the floor, four stools and one 
le-ad pail. [One bead of jet]. 

Two tablecloths " for the table of the biethren, two PA^TBY, 
tablecloths for the table of the servants. Item, two long 
towels. Item, six savenaps. Item, twelve napkins. Item, 

ia "a piaj^er; '' und the Lend nasso called became used toe counting piaj-en. 
— Skeat'l £(yM. Bids- 
' "An Agniiii Dny about hir nee." — Pailon Iciieri, i. 179. 
• See note 7. 

'" The words within braokel* are fltruok through. 
" Saoop— MveoBp — a napkin.— JVoBy/. Ar». 
" Or bordecIotbB.— Poiton Lttltri, iii. 463. 
VOL. XII.] P 



ij roundletta, j cupbord cloth, v aalerys quorum duo hi 
coopercula. iij candelabra da latton ' quorum ununi '. 
duos ramos. ij candelabra lignea. iij pecie argeDti quarusi 
una habet cooperculum. x coclearia argenti. de utensilibn* 
ij potcU." ij quart, ij pynt. j cultellus pro trenchar, J 
parvum stonde. j tbs rotundura pro cibis conservandiB, ^ 
languncule de peutyr. j barell cum Terious. j aliud cm 
aceto. Item unum hatche pro hostio. j locre pro sale- 

Pbobpto- ij barell pro sorvisia monacboruni. j trow, j parvui 
' barel pro alcgre.* iiij barell maiora. v tankarda inaion$ 
et minora, ij olle terree. j parvum tubbe. j hatche. ij 
cuvatts (?)' 

CocjDisA, iiij" olle eree maiores et minores. iiij pannys maiore 
et minores. j patella cum pede. ij caudron, ij parve oil 
pro potagiia per Ricardum Mydylton.* ij pothokys. i 
brcndled.* j fleshhok. j ecomour. j streniour. ij rostyng^ 
bem, j grate, iij spetya ferrei. ij hrochya ferri. Item 
dreaayngknyvya. j pepyr querne. iij morterys de marmon 
et ij peatyll de ligno. j slyce ferri. iij vasa lignea prt 
diueraia potagiia. j locre pro aule. j ecutella.^ j soo. 
aundhern. j cobbard. j securis. ij baskets, ij chariour. li 
platterya. xij disci, xij suucerya. Item vj platerys. vj 
disci. V aaucerys. 

[Item, j hok. In claustro unum fudyr et dimidiuni 
plumbi,*] 

Ij bankerys rubii coloris et glauci. j dosser et j bankei 



' Lntten. & miisd metal ; ■ bind of brass ot brouEe. — Blceat'a 
Latten or tinn,— JVor/. Archy. vii. 78. 

' Pottlo, A liquid meaanre conUioing four piota. " You'll onek 
together ; ha ! will yon not Mnrter Unrdolph ? ToB, sir, in a potUe 
Slink pHpeHTe, Hen. IV., act iv. Bceno m, 

' An aoid or Tinegnr made froBi nle. 

* Cuva ^ keerer, a bCQiring vcsbqI or maahing tub. 
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wo little towela for fhe bread. Ilein, two roiS 
cupboard cloth, five salts, two of which have covers; three 
candlesticks of latten, ooe of which has two branchee ; 
two wooden candlesticks, three piecea of silver, one of 
which has a cover; ton spoons of silver; of (drinking) 
vessels— two pottles, two quarts, two pints. One knife 
for the trencher, one little stand, one round vessel for 
keeping food in, two flagons of pewter, one barrel with. 
verjuice, one other with vinegar. Item, one hatoh for the 
door, one locker for the salt. 

Two barrels for the monks' beer, one trough, one little BnnEBi. 
barrel for alegar, four larger barrels, five tankards, larger 
and smaller; two earthen pots, one small tub, one hatch, 
two keevers (?) 

Four brazen pots, larger and smaller ; four pans, larger KcicnEN. 
and smaller; one plate with a foot, two caldrons, two 
small pots for potages, the gift of Richard llj'dylton ; two 
pot-hooks, two brandlets, one fleah-hook, one scunimer, one 
strainer, two roasting irons, one grate, three iron spite, 
two iron broches, two dressing knives, one pepper quern, 
three marble morters and two wooden pestles, one iron 
slice, three wooden vessels for divers potages, one locker 
for salt, one melal pan, one tub, one andiron, one cup- 
board (iiresser), one axe, two baskets, two chargers, twelve 
platters, twelve dishes, twelve saucers. Item, six platters, 
six dishes, five saucers. 

[Item, one hook. In the cloister, one fodder -iind-a- half 
of lead.] 

Two bankers of red and light green colour, one dosser Hall. 

• Bich&rd Uiddlcton vas Master CeUator iu the Calhedral Priury, in HUU 
snd 1102. 

' Brendlet (tot branaiatj = a ttivot or tripod.— Piiwi/if. P„r 
> Dim. of Bcatum. a ahitsU.— H'iiichcMln- Otedj/. Jioll; M8. 

* The words witliia bracked are iiildud l>y another hand. 
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de Woi'stede blodii et blueti colons, vj cervJcalia (P) rubia 
cum Tolucribus. Item tj ulii antiqui rubii. Item vj rubii 
et blodii coloris. Item j looga tabula pour le dees diuisa. 
Item alia tabula cotidiana. iij trostelya pro magna tabula. 
Item ij longe forme, vij cathedre. ij pelves, ij lavacra. j 
cbnfour. j magnum lavacrum. j cnpbord. j cbecker cum 
pertinenciia. 

CAifERA, Una rubia tabula et alia parva tercia autiqua. Item 

L ij pariu tripedum. iij ecabelia. j cathedra longa. j cupbord. 

I j pelvis pro rastura, j par belwys. j ferforke. j feraouyl, 

I j magnum serene, j lavacrum pendens, j dosser de blu et 

bluet. ui}°' bankers blodii et rubii ooloris. 

Casieha Unus lectus tabulatus cum celura et tester ct j paiinua 

LECH, dcpictus cum Chnstofero. iij cathedre lougc. j lougum 

Unum TeoEB ^^^^^ '° I"** C**"^) custodiuntur monimenta.' j cornu ornatum 

uuuBgkdiuB' pro j'dromello. j godet* cum cooperculo argenti j pecia* 

cum cooperculo precii t marcarum. vi coclearia argenti. 

ij nuces* nigre cum cooperculis omato argento et deaurate. 

j cooperculum bonum pro cipho sancti leonardi per 

Johannem Elyngham.^ j polax. j rowel, ij nrcbua cum 

ij diseffe sagittarum. j morter ereum cum j pestyl ferre, 

iiij buffets, j stillatoriura terreum. j chafour terreum. 

j superaltare. j quaLerna de corpore Cliristi. j powdj-rbox 

depictum. iij cultelli de maaer ornati argento et deaurati, 

[Item una pecia deaurata cum cooperculo de dono 
domini Ricardi Helyngton].' 

' Added in the margin, 
> Munimenta. 

• Godetua, soyphi Hpecies.— J)n diiij*. 

* Pieco of pUte. Hore probably a wine cup. 
' Nui = vaaia speoiea, & forma do dicta.— J>u Cang/. Mado out ot ft 



" ties p.l9S, notefi. 

' Dotninui, a title ol honour or dignitf. 
Dun {CA-,Ki,-i C. T.], or Dawn {Pa,te» 



Hence Spanish Don uid M. E. 
Lntrri, iii. 330.) Richaid da 



and one banker of Worsted of Llue and azure colour, 
BIX red cualiions (?) [ornamented] witii birds. Item, six 
other old red bunkers (?). Item, six of red nud blue 
colour. Item, nno long table for the dais divided. Item, 
another table in daily use, three trestles for the large 
table. Item, two long forms, seven seats, two basons, 
two ewers, one chafer, one great laver, one cupboard, 
one checker with the appurtenances. 

One red table and another small, a third old. Item, CnAMDEB. 
two pairs of tripods, three stools, one long seat, one 
cupboard, one bason for shaving, one pair of bellows, one 
fire-fork, one fire-shovel, one great screen, one hanging 
laver, one dosser of blue and azure, four bankers of 
blue and red colour. 

One bed of boards with a top and tester, and oneBED- 
cloth painted with [Saint] Christopher, three long seats, chambee. 
one long desk iu which the muniments are kept, one 
ornamented horn for mead, one godet with a cover O^awooden 
of silver, one piece with a cover of the value of fiveg^^,^^' 
marks, sis spoons of silver, two black nuts with covers 
ornamented with silver and gilt, one good cover for the 
cup of Saint Leonard, the gift of John Elyngham ; 
one poleaxe, one rowel, two bows with two lislf-sbeaves 
of arrows, one brass morter with one pestle of iron, four 
bufiets, one earthen still, one earthen chafer, one super- 
altar, one quire of Corpus Chrisli,^ one powder-box painted, 
three knives of maser ornamented with silver and gUt. ' 

[Item, one piece gilt with a cover, the gift of Ban 
liichard Helyngton.] 



IlBlj^gton was Commuimr, M0(i-T-8 ; Aluioner, 140S ; and Sncriit, 1414, 
fit the Catheilral Priory. 'I'he wurda within bnckots add^d in anolhet hand. 
' Trobably a Ijook o( pnirers, nuled for tho eervice on Ihu festival ol 
Corpus Chrisli. 
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Uoa cista abiegna Id qua servantur mappe videlioc 
tres mappe diaprid quarum j longitudinis xij virgaram 
alia TJ virgamm tertia t virgarum. iij manuter^ 
diapryd quorum j longitudinis xij virgarum alia vj I 
Tirgnrum tercia iiij virgarum et eat lata. Item j longR 1 
mappa x virgarum. ij longe towalys. j par linthiaminum. 
j mappii antiqua pro aervientibua. Item [j mappa nova 1 
pro tabula cotidiana']. ij towalys longe pro tabula maiori. J 
ij curia manutergia [ij roundletts*]. j cuppbord cloth. : 
napeta [<Je panno lineo iij virgarum et dimidie"] 
apparatus sepulcri. j cista antiqua. [in panterla.*] vexilluai 
sancti leonardi. j inollspade. j inatrumentura pro talpis 
cap! cud is. j parvum stonde. ij hersevye. j securis. 
hamyrs. j soudingern. iij crombys' pro gardino et alia 
instrumeiita multa. j flagspade. j muckfork. j pikforki 
j bakyng pann erea. \-j acreuya. iiij vasa vitria, ij echarioura' 
pro butiro et ij deplete, iij sarre mugne quarum j ptfl 
lapidibus et j parva sarra. vj hokys debilea. vj wegga ferri^ 
ij sacd. apparatus liimpadis. j schesmeni de oaaibus. j pal 
Bcolya (sic) cum diversis ponderibus. iij sucurers. j cromb prtf 
fonte. [in cera xij libro. ij lamino plumbi. iij masae magns 
plumbi et'] j parvum barel. ij towalys pro media tabula. 
ij towalya minora pro minori tabula. 

ij scabella. j eclotbeek. j clok pro singulis lectia aocioru 
ij scubella. 

j magnum portiforium " de dono domini Roberti Laki 

' The words within brackets ars strack throngh. 
' Ditto. 
» Ditto. 

• Tlie words interlined in anothtT hand. 
' Crombe, or crome, a staif or pole with a hoolced end. 
' Chttrjowre =■ a charger ; a great plattor, — Prsmp. Pam. "She broi 
forth liutlur in a lordly diblt."^Ju<lgci, v. 25. 
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"One deal cliest in wliicli tablecloths are kept, to wit Study. 
three tablecloths diapered, one of which is of the length 
of 12 yds., another of 6 yds., a third of 5 yds. ; three 
towels diapered, one of which ia of the length of 12 yds., 
another of 6 yda., a third of 4 yds., and it ia wide. Item, 
one long tablecloth of 10 yds., two long towels, one pair of 
sheetB, one old tablecloth for the servants. [Item, one new 
tablecloth for the daily table], two long towels for the 
larger table, two short towels [two roundleta], one cupboard 
cloth, ten napkins [of linen, of 3J yds.], and the furniture 
of the sepulchre, one old chest [in the pantry], the banner 
of Saint Leonard, one mole spade (P), one instrument 
for catching moles, one small stand, two hair sieves, one 
axe, two hamraera, one soldering iron, three croines for 
the garden, and many other implements ; one flag-spade, 
one muck-fork, one pitch-fork, one brass baking-pan, six 
Bcreens, four glass vessels, two chargers for butter, and 
two painted ; three large saws, one of which ia for stones, 
and one email saw ; aJx worn-out hooka, six wedges of 
iron, two sacks, apparatus of a lamp, one [set of] cbess- 
men of bone, one pair of scales with divers weigbto, 
three sucriora, one crome for the well, [in wax twelve 
pounds, two sheets of lead, three large weights of lead 
and] one little barrel, two towels for the middle table, 
two smaller towels for the smaller table. 

Two stools, one clothes sack, one cloak for each of the DonrEit, 
beds of the brethren, two stools. 

One great porthos, the gift of Dan Robert Lakenham CnArtiL, 



' The woTile within hmckctB ore struck out, and tho fourteen words follow- 
iDg HTD id Jed in another hand. 

• The Hour SorvicM icorocoDtaincd, flofar as the teit was concerned, in the 
Breviftrium or Porlitoriiiin; thu niQSJtal portionain the Antiphonariuin. Tho 
word PortiforCum ia found under numeroufl forms, such aa portcssa, portoiu, 
porlhora, purlhos, 4c. " On my portoB hare I make an oth."— CAuMMr. 
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ham.' aliud portiforium divieura et j debile. j leg^nda de 
temporuli et alia saDctoruiii. inagQum psalterium. j anti' 
phonarium.^ ij ordinalia.* j martiiogium.* j a!tula pro 
aqua benediuta. j candelubrum ligneum. j cathedra, j 
etokar.* j orlegium * antiquum. Biblia K. i. in corainuni. 
Magister hietoriarum K. y in communi. MoralJa ' Gregorii 
K. iiij in communi. Moralia ahreviuta K. t. in communi. 
Tabula super moralia cum gregorio super Ezechiel K. vj. 
Augustinus' super genesim et Johaiinem K. Tij, Augus- 
tinus de doctrina cbristiana K. viij. libeliuB boneste vite 
cum tabula de civitate dei * K. x. Concordencie K. xij in 
communi. Brito'" super bihiiam K. xiij in communi. 
Beda de tabernaculo fedoris cum aliis K. xiiij. liber 
sen tend arum " K, %v. Meditationea bemardi'* cum aliia 
E. xvj. Prima pars summe Ihome" K. xvij. Prima 
secmide thorae K. xvjij. Secunda secunde thome K. xix. 
SermoneB, K. xx. Sermones qui incipiuiit boncste ambule- 
mUB** K. xxj. Decrefa K. xxij. Liber vi'"* & Tii""* cum 
tabula mortiniani" in quatcrno K. xxiij. Summa hostiensis'^ 
K. xxiiij. Innocentius super decretales K. xxv. Report- 
orium {sic) durandi " cum suS'ragiiB monachorum K. xxvj. 



' Seaty de Lakenhnni was Prior of the Csthedral Priory, 1 289- 

' See note 8, p. 207. 

' The Ordinal was » book contaiiiing llie gGDsral rules relutiog ti 



the arJo 



* The Marty rologium was, in Iho earlier times, the register of nmnes of 
Saints and Slartj-rs ; at a later period a regintor of the obila and benefactions 
of thoHO who had been received into the fnitornity, whose namoa wore recited 
day hy day in the Chapter, and suitable ptajurB said. 

» Poker (?) 

' Horologium. 

' Moral! en Ihe Boot o/ Jai, by St. Gregory the Great. 

' St. Augustine, Bishop ol Hippo. 

* The Cify of Qui of Augnstine, " the noblest work which (he genius of 
man had as yet contributed to the support of Christianity."— Mil man's SiilaTf 
e/ Chratitimlg. 





mollier porthos divided, nnd 



one worn, one 



legend de 



tempora/i, and another of the Baintj, a large psulter, one 
antiphonar, two ordinals, one niartiloge, one hucket for 
holy water, one wooden candlestick, one seat, one atokar, 
one old clock. Bible E. i. in comnaon [uae ?]. Magieter 
historiamm, K. ij. in common. Gregory's moralia, K. iiij. 
in common. Morulia abridged, K. v. in common. Table 
upon moralia with Gregory on Ezfkiel, K. vj. Augustine 
on Genesis and John, K. vlj. Augustine on Cliristian 
doctrine, K. viij. A tract hotiesfe vile with a table on 
the city of God, K. x. Concordances, K. xij. in common. 
Brito on the Bible, K. xiij. in common. Bede on the 
tabernacle of the covenant, with others, K. xiiij. Liber 
Sentenciarum, E. xv. Meditations of Bernard, with others, 
K. xvj. The first part of the sunimn of Thomas, K. xvij. 
First division of the second part of Thomas, K. xviij. Second 
division of the second part of Thomas, K. xis. Sermons, 
K. XX. Sermons which begin hoiietfe aiiiliuiemus, K. xxj. 
Decrees, K. xsij. Books 6 and 7 with the tabula of 
Alartiniunus, in quires, K. xxiij. Summa Hosticnsis, K. 
ssiiij. Innocent on the Decretals, E. xxv. Repertory of 
Surandus cum iiiffnigiis monaehorum, K. xxvj. Bartholo- 

" Wiliiam Brito, a dativs td Wales and a Pranciscnn Monk, died in 136fi. 
The treatise is probably his Sunima, an explanatuiy glossary eC words oc- 
ing in Uoly Writ. 
" By Pelor Lombard, Bishop of raris, Thi M«tler of Smlmrei. This 
was the main source of the kDonledge of thGolr;^}' id Ihe middle agea. 
" Bernard of ClairvBUi, groaoding hia ajstom of BcholHstic theology On 



" Thomas Aquinas, 1225-71, the greatesl of 
TArehffia consists of three parts, and has been regutded as the most perfect 
body of divinity.— Blunt' a Thmhgiait Diclianary. 

" KomaDB xiii. 13, port of the Epistle (or Advsnt Sunday. 
'* A ooUectioa of rufeteDoes for llie doGnition and explatiitiun of thinga in 
CknoD Law. 

' Sumipa Dili Honrici Cardinnlia Uostieniia. 

1 S/ptrlariaoi JuriM by Bumndus, 1237-96, ono of the most loanied lawyer* 
titlut thirta<inlh ouulury. 



i 
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Bartholomaius do proprietatibus ' K. xxvjj in commuDi. 
bugucio * K. xxviij in com muni. liber gallicua de 
passiono Chnsti, E. xxx. 

lati libri sunt sine Hteria.' porphiriuB in quaterno. 
Aristotelea super phiaicis. Grescisraus.* Item unua qua- 
ternua qui incipit Exultavit cor meum. 

Isti libri deficiunt, Postilla super lucam et marchum 
K. iij, per Johannem Hoo.^ Sexdecim originalia aiicelmi 
cum Augustine de xij abuaionibus ^ K. sy Augustinua de 
civitato dei cum pastorale grcgoni,' K. is. Ysidorus de 
gramatiea K. xix. 

ij barwya, iij vange. iij aouyll. j pikes, vij scale, j fall, 
iiij hokys pro silva. ij pipj's & j hogyahed pro aoeto. 
j magnum fat. mille latthia. iij ropys grossi quorum ij 
in campanili. Item iij ropys minores. 

[/n ilors't'] Invcntoriiira Suncti Loonardi ii 
frutris Jobaiinis Bergli. Purs supprioris. 



IlTTENTOBnrH OMNnrat BONOBTTM EXiaTENCIUM IN PKIORUTr 
SanOTI LEOtTARDI IN HESCKSau FBATBIS JoUAIfSIfi 

Elysgham et in advento fbatbis EicAatu Walbdaic 

Tq primis j miaaale. Item aliud mis sale diviauni. 
Item j gradale. Item psalterium magnum cum litera 
A. xxix. Item j diuriiulc niaguuni cum paaltorio. Item 



} 



lale 



lilei 



Ht 



V paiuii pro 



1 The MediiBTiil Cychptdia of Stieua. 

' No doabt Uio Vaf^abulorium of Ugticio or Ilugii, Dishop oC Fcrrarai 
towarcia tlie cIobs of the tnelfth century. 

' Lotlem ur preaa niarks. 

< OreuUmiiB nppcura in Iho list of hookB on Orammar in the lilirnry of 
Tilchflcld Abbej. The nritor n«B EbrorduB Betbunioaiiiii. 
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mew lie proprifhiHbua [reruiii]. E. xxvij, in comraon. 
Hugucio, K. xxviij, in common. A Frencli book on the 
passion of Christ, K. xxx. 

These booka ure without letters — Porphyry, in quires, 
Ariatotle ou physics. Grecisraua. Item, one quarto, which 
begins exnUncit cor meum. 

Theae books are imperfect [or niisaing:] — Glosses upon 
Luke and Murk, K. iij, the gift of John Hoo ; sixteen 
Originalia of Anselra with Augustine on the twelve abuses, 
K. xj. Augustine on the city of God with Gregory's 
Pastorule, E. ix. Isidore on grammar, £. xix. 

Two barrows, three wooden spadea, three shovels, one C 
mattock, seven ladders, one sickle, four hooks for wood, 
two pipes and one hogshead for vinegar, one large vat, 
one thousand laths, three largo ropes, two of which are 
in the belfry. Item, three smaller ropes. 

[^Indorsed'] Inventory of Saint Leonard on iho outgoing 
. of Brother John Bergh, The sub-prior's part. 

H^^fAlT IirVEMTOKY OF ALL THE OOODS EXISTINQ JS THE PriORT 

I B ov Saint Leonahd, ok thb outooino of Bbotheb Joe» 

Elykgham, akd on the inoouimo of Bbotuer Biohard 

Walsilwi. 

Imprimis, one mass boot. Item, another divided. Item, 

one grayle. Item, one large psalter with the letter A. 

xxix. Item, one largo diurnal with the psalter. Item, 

one manual with the letter H. xviii. Item, five cloths for 



1452-3. 



rBTYARD. 



' J. do Hoo WBi Prior or custos of the Call at Gt. Tannoath, llOj. 

* De xij abuaionibus laiculi. 

' St. Oiegorj'a Libir Failaralii Car-r, a treatise oo the raepousitiilities uid 

itus ol tbo Episcopal Office. 
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coopertura alturia de quibua iij dyapryd & ij plani linei. 
Item ii'ij frontetla, quorum utium est rubii eateyn cum 
albis ceri-ia & viuDlis iiibroudatis aliud partitum cum 
rubio & albo consimili vincto aliud rubium iiibroudatur 
cum volucribiie. Item ij pimni stoyued rubii A ulbi 
colons pal yd pro altari quorum superior depiugitur in 
medio cum patibulo et inferior depiugitur cum salutacione 
angelica. Item ij pallia' aiitiqua pro inferiori parte 

altaris unum ' cotoris aliud album. Item alius 

pan n us aureus partiti colons palyd rubium mix turn & 
album mixium. Item vj casule corporulium uua cum 
salutacione angelica cum iiij scutis iubroudutis alia rubia 
cum Uteris S & N. Aliu rubia cum arbore aureo & 
leone aureo ad pedem. Alia nigri color is cum rosis. 
Alia viridia coloris cum crucc & iiij scutia antiqua. Alia 
antiquu blodia cum aquila aurea. Item iiij mnuutergia 
panni linei quorum uuum est dynpred. Item unus 
novus culix duiiurutus ponderis sTiij uuciurum dimidii 
& } quarterit. Item alius calix antiquus ponderis xix 
unciarum preler ij denarios. Item ij cocliaria parva 
pro eisdem ponderis j quarterii & vj denanorura. Item 
j pixis nrgenteuB pro sacramento ponderis viij unciarum 
preter iiij denarios. Item osculatorium * argenteum et 
deauratum ponderis iiij unciarum dimidie et ij denarioa. 
Item ij phiole argentee deaurate ponderis xij unciarum 
et dimidie. Item j le berel stana super pedem argenteum 
cum reliquiis ponderis iiij unciarum. Item j caaula rubia 
damasc cum floribus aureis pro principulibus festis ex 
dono domini Thome Cambrygge. Item alia rubia de 
panno aureo ex dono domini Tliome Hevyngham. It«m 
alba casula debilis inbrewdata cum Uteris M coronatia 
ex dono magistri Johannis Derbam. Item iij alie casule 
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in& covering of the altar, of which three are diapered and 
two of pluiu linen. Item, four fronts, of which one is of red 
Butia with white stags and vines embroidered; another 
with a similar vine parti -coloured red and white ; 
another, red, ia embroidered with birds. Item, two et-eyned 
cloths of red and white colour paled for the altar, of which 
the upper [cloth] is painted in the middle with a cross and 
the lower is painted with the angelic ealuiation. Item, 

two old palls for the lower part of the altar, one of 

colour, the other white. Item, another golden cloth 
parti-coloured paled red mixed and white mixed. Item, sis 
corporas cases, one with the angelic salutation with 
four embroidered shields, the other red with the letters 
S and N. Another red, with a golden free and a golden 
lion at the foot Another of black colour with roses. 
Another of green colour with a cross and four shields, 
old. Another old blue with a golden eagle. Item, four 
towels of linen cloth, of which one is diapered. Item, 
one new chalice gilt of the weight of 18? ozs. Item, 
another old chalice of the weight of 19 ozs. besides 
2 dwts. Item, two small spoons for them of the weight 
of B quarter and 6 dwts. Item, one silver pyx for 
the Sacrament, of the weight of 8 ozs, besides 4 dwts. 
Item, a silver and gilt pax of the weight of 4J ozs, 
2 dwts. Item, two silver gilt crucfa of the weight 
of 12J ozs. Item, one beryl standing upon a silver 
foot, with relics, of the weight of 4 ozs. Item, odq red 
damask chasuble with golden flowers, for principal 
feasts, the gift of Dan Thomas Cambrygge. Item, 
another red, of golden cloth, the gift of Dan Thomas 
Hevyngham. Item, a white chasuble, worn, embroidered 
with letlers M crowned, the gift of Master John Derham. 
three other old chasubles, for ferials. Item, two 



' A i,a) 



21+ 

antique pro ferialibus. Item ij panni iilbi linei cum 
signis pasaiouis Christi pro tempore quadrngesiine. Item 
j lectrinum cum panno de Tapaery com ymagine Sancti 
Leonnrdi. Item iij pelves pendciites coram altari de 
auricako. Item ij parva candelabra de auricaico super 
altare. Item j novum tabemaculuin pro pixide sacraraenti. 
Item j crux lignea cum pede petrino. Item ij vinegerya 
de pewter. Item j olla pro vino aero de pewter. Item 
iij parve cruoes pro indulgenciis quarum una est pro 
capella sancti Michaelis. Item ij custodie pro finibus 
altaria rubie damase iubrowdata ctim cervis atbis et 
vineto aurco. Item alie due custodie blodii coloris et 
floribus inbrowdafis. Item vj plumbetts rotundi inclusi 
corio. Item v plumbetta longi super altare. Item j 
pixis eburneuB. Item ptlius sancti leonardi. Item zona 
sancte Marie viridis coloris incluaa veste purpurea aurea. 
Item in digitis sancti leonardi viij anuli. Item supra 
caput sancti leonardi j navis argeuteus cum ymagine 
mulieris et aliia appendentibua eidem navi pondeiia viij 
uuciarum et j quarterii. Item ymago antiqua Comitia 
SuffolciiE cum urmis ponderis vj unciiirum dimidie et 
iiij denarioa. Item vj places parve argenti ponderis j 
uncle dimidie preter ij denarioa. Item parva ymago 
pueri argentea ex dono Andreo Howgard militia ponderis 
j uncie preter ij denarioa. Item j coclear argenteum. 
j pecia argenti pro bracbio ponderis ij unciarum et j 
quarterii. Item iij pecia de corallo. Item j par precum 
de awmbyr circa coUum sancti leonardi. Item v paria 
eimplicia de awmbyr. Item vj paria de geth quorum 
V cum paternoster argenteo. Item j bcrel rotundum 
cum reliquiis inclusis argentiia ex dono domini Johannia 
ffaatolf roilitis. Item j par precum de cedro cum 
paternoster argenteo. Item circa collum beate Virginia 
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cloth 3 of white linen with the signs of the Passion 
of Christ, for Lent, Item, one lectern, with a cloth 
of tapestry with an image of Saint Leonard. Item, 
three basins of latten hanging before the altar. Item, 
two small candelabra of latten upon the altar. Item, one 
new tabernacle for the pyx of the sacrament. Item, one 
wooden cross with a stone foot. Item, two cruets of 
pewter. Item, one jar for vinegar, of pewter. Item, three 
small crosses for indulgences, of which one is for the 
chapel of Saint Michael. Item, two costers ' for the ends 
of the altar, of red damask, embroidered with white 
stags and a gold vine. Item, two other costers of blue 
colour and with embroidered flowers. Item, six round 
plummets enclosed in leather. Item, five long plummets 
upon the altar. Item, one ivory pyx. Item, a hat of 
Saint Leonard. Item, a girdle of Saint Mary of green 
colour, with the purple gold vest confined by it. Item, 
on the fingers of Saint Leonard eight rings. Item, above 
the head of Saint Leonard one silver ship, with an image 
of a woman and other ibings banging on the ship, of the 
weight of 81 ozs. Item, an old image of the Earl of 
Suffolk with his arms, of the weight of 6^ ozs. besides 
4 dwts. Item, six small fishes of silver of the weight 
of IJ oz. besides 2 dwts. Item, a small silver image of 
a boy. the gift of Andrew ITowgard, knight, of the weight 
of 1 oz. besides 2 dwts. Item, one silver spoon, one piece 
of silver for the arm, of the weight of 2| ozs. Item, three 
pieces of coral. Item, one pair of beads of amber around 
tho neck of Saint Leonard. Item, five pairs, plain, of 
amber. Item, six pairs of jet, of which five with a silver 
paternoster. Item, one round beryl, with silver relics 
enclosed, the gift of Sir John Fastolf, Knight. Item, one 
pair of beads of cedar, with a silver paternoster. Item, 
around the neck of the Blessed Virgin one Agnus Dei, 
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j aguus dci argenteus et dcuuratus. Item ad pectus 
ejusdem est j pectorale et par precum de Geth iino 
monili.' Item circa colliini pueri Vivgiiiis j catheua 
urgenteu et denurata cura monili argCQteo et deaurato. 
Item j piir precum de corallo mixto cum awmbyr. Item 
j magnum tapetum rubiura de Tapesery cum v wrethys 
et Uteris in media M et F. Item aliud parvum tapetum 
da Tapesery rubium et j wrytbe in medio cum ihc. 
Item ij cussliuna de rubio Say. Item j magnum 
speculum. Item j corona argentea et deaurata super 
caput filii Virginia. Item j ffrett* argenteum cura 
lapidibua modici valons pouderia j uncie j quarterii et 
dimidii. 

In primia j portiforium novum et magnum cum litera 
B. Li. ex dono fratria Roberti Lakenhani. Item j porti- 
forium in duobus voluminibus. Item aliud portiforium 
debile. Item j inartilogium. Item j ordinale. Item 
j quaternua notatua pro festo sancti leonardi. Item ij longe 
nove funea pro fonte. 

In primia j longa magna cista rubia. Item j longa 
cathedra. Item j orlogium cum campana. Itera j arcua 

■ cum iij dimidiia slief aagittarum. 

In primia iij longe cathcdre. Item due cathedre parve 
quarum una rotunda. Item j nova pecia belleachap cum 
cooperculo et corona in eammitate ponderis xxiij unciarum 
et dimidie, ex dono fratria Thome Cambrygge sic quod 
iata pecia fuit commutata cum pecia dicti frittria Tbome 
qui ponderabat xt uuciaa. Item j pecia magna chalyacbap 
deaurata ponderis xxviij unciarum et j quarterii ex dono 
fratria Ricardi Helyngton, Item j pecia magna flatt 
et plana ponderia xvj unciarum pretcr vj denarioa. Item 
ij pecie flatt pbme ponderia xxj unciarum dimidie et j 
' 8do page ZOO, note 1. 



siivcr and gilt. Item, on her breast is one pectoral and 
a. pair of beads of jet with one ouclie. Item, around 
the neck of the Virgin's Son one silver and gilt chain, 
with a silver and gilt ouche. Item, one pair of beads 
of coral mixed with amber. Item, one large red carpet 
of tapestry, with five wreaths and the letters M and P 
in the middle. Item, another small carpet of red tapestry 
and one wreath in the middle with ihc. Item, two 
cushions of red say. Item, one large mirror. Item, one 
silver and gilt crown upon the head of the Virgin's Son. 
Item, one silver fret with stones of moderate value of the 
weight of I^ oz. and a half. 

Imprimis, one new and large porthos with the letter Uffkr 
B. LI., the gift of brother Robert Lakenham. Item, one Chapel. 
porthos in two volumes. Item, another porthos, worn. 
It«m, one martiloge. Item, one ordinal. Item, a quire 
noted for the feast of Saint Leonard. Item, two long 
new ropes for the font. 

Imprimis, one long large red chest. Item, one long seat. ^ tk^ 
Item, one clock with a bell. Item, one bow with three ■'*°®^ 
half sheaves of arrows. 



thbOhapbl. 



Imprimis, three long seats. Item, two small seats, ofTaKASvaT 
which one is round. Item, one new piece, bell-shaped, with [o^ Check- 
a cover and crown on the top, of the weight of 23^ ozs., the ^*' 

gift of brother Thomas Cambrygge in such wise that this 
piece was exchanged for the piece of the said brother Thomas, 
which weighed 10 ozs. Item, one largo piece, chalice-shaped, 
gilt, of the weight of 28^ oz,, the gift of brother Richard 
Helyngton. It-em, one large piece, flat and plain, of the 
weight of 16 ozs. besides 6 dwts. Item, two flat plain 



' Fret, a kind o( grating. In heraldrj a bearing wh<i 
ran oroBning ono uiothsr. — Skeat'e Elgin. Ditig. 
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quartern', Item j pecia belleschap pondcris xv] unciarum 
et cliniidie preter ij dciiarios. Item j goblett ponderis 
ij unciarum et iij denarioB. Item j powdyrbox ponderis 
iiij unciarum et j quarterii. Item xij coclearia nntiqua 
et viij nova ponderis xx unciarum. Item j coolear 
deauratum cum mitra in fine ponderis j uncie large. 
Item j coclear antiquum pro usu infirmorum ex dono 
fratris Joliannis Walsham ponderis j uncic et j quarterii. 
Item j murra atans super pedeiu deaurutum cum cooperculo 
babente parvam peciam do unicorne fixam cum parvn 
cathena deaurata, ponderis ix unciarum et dimidie et j 
quarterii. Item j longum cornu pro ydromello ligatum 
cum circulo argenteo et deaurato. Item j mortariolum 
eneum cum j peatell. Item j stawncher de pewter 
longum pro incauslo. Item magna ciata de prewa. 
Item j longa cista iilba pro roappia ct aliis rebus ser- 
Tandia. Item j parvum orologium cum iij parvis cbymea. 
Item ij wyfelys' et j pollex. Item j magna atatera 
pro grossia rebua ponderandis. Item j noce* nigrum 
cum pede et ligainine argenteo ct deaurato. Item j 
inurra' parva cum le frownce et ligamino argenteo et 
deaurato ponderis vij unciarum. Item j cipbua tymbyr- 
warr cum ligamine argenteo et deaurato acnlptus cum 
cathenis. Item pan n us pictus de Tij peccatis. Item 
j par stolys plicatum. Item j parva cista alba pro 
can delis imponendis. Item j parva si tula pro aquEi 
benedicta de pewter. Item j wedyrcok eneum cum longa 
hasta dc ferro. Item ij pykcysys. Item ij beltya 
et iiij weggia do ferro. Item ij longa baggesawya. 
Item j cuttyngaawe. Item ij magna crowya de ferro 
' The pceciaa natura of these wenpDiil bu not been nsccrtiuned. Sir S. 
Mcyriok fliippoied they wara awords of wood for pracliDe. Fortij' deaeribea 
the sdtive Whifflen who cleared the ns; for the prooesuoa of the Corporation 
at Norwicb, beuing aworda of luth or lattcE, which they keep in conatant 
motion, "irhiffliug the Mt on either aide." It appeara prokkble that they 
teceivvJ the name from the weaponi culled vyiei.—l^ aiipl Pi"c. 



I of the weight of 21| ozs. Item, one piece, bell- 
shaped, of ihe weight of I6J ozs. besidas 2 dwts. Item, 
one goblet of the weight of 2 ozs. 3 dwta. Item, one 
powder-box of the weight of 4' oza. Itein, twelve old 
spoons and eight new, of the weight of 20 ozs. 
Item, one gilt spoon with a mitre on the end, of the full 
weight of 1 oz. Item, one old spoon for the use 
of the sick, the gift of brother John Walsham, of 
the weight of IJ oz. Item, one niaser standing on 
a gilt foot, with a cover, having a small piece of a 
umoorn fastened with a small chain, gilt, of the weight 
of 9} oza. Item, one long horn for mead, bound with 
a ling of silver and gilt. Item, one brass morter with 
one pestle. Item, one long stauncher of pewter, for 
iolc. Item, a large cheat of spruce. Item, one 
long wbite chest for the tablecloths and other things 
to be kept in. Item, one little clock witb three little 
chimes. Item, two wyfles and one poleaxe. It«m, one 
great balance for weighing heavy things. Item, one black 
nut with a foot and band silver and gilt. Item, one 
little maaer, with the print and band silver and gilt, 
of the weight of 7 oza. Item, one cup of timber- 
ware, with a hand silver and gilt, carved with chains. 
Item, a painted cloth of the seven sins. Item, 
one pair of stools folded together. Item, one little white 
cheat for placing the candles in. Item, one little bucket 
for holy water, of pewter. Item, one brass weather- 
cock, with a long shaft of iron. Item, two picks. Item, 
two belts and four wedges of iron. Item, two long 
hedge-saws. Item, one cutting-saw. Item, two large 



' Sm paga 204, noto S. 

' Bawls mails of mapta icaod irero UtUed niHrri 
mually mouutwi with eiiver-gilt Wnds. and Imd o 
mediiUion cHllod a print or froniico. 
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liyBpnnie. Item j parvum barcllum pro ydromello. Item 
j wellecrombe cum longo fiine de twynfilo. Item diTersi 
pantii pro sepulcro stoyncd cum liystoria Besurrectiouis. 
Item ij coverclys magna cum knoppys argent eis et 
deauratia. Item v plunibetta rotunde (si'f). Item v plum- 
betta longa quorum quodlibet ponderis iij librarum. 

Peomp- In primia j mappa dyapryd iiij virgamm longitudine. 

■ Item alia mappa dyapred t virgarum strictarum. Item 
alia mappa dyapred v virgarum. Item j par longorum 
mantilium dyapred quodlibet eorum iiij virgarum et 
dimidic. Item j loDgum mantile dyapred T virgarum 
et dimidie. Item j par longorum mantilium planorum 
quodlibet eorum vj virgarum. Item j par longorum man- 
tilium planorum quodlibet eorum vij virgarum. Item 
j plana mappa vj virgarum. Item j plana mappa yj 
virgarum. Item j plana mappa viij virgarum. Item j 
mappa secundaria plana iiij virgarum. Item alia mappa 
plana iiij virgarum. Item alia mappa plana iiij virgarum 
et dimidie. Item alia mappa plana secundaria iiij 
virgarum et dimidie. Item ij mappe plane pro serrien- 
tibuB iij virgarum et dimidii quelibet eorum (sic). Item 
j sanap v virgarum et dimidie. Item j par mantilium 
quodlibet eorum iiij virgarum etrictarum. Item oliud 
par mantilium quodlibet eorum iiij virgarum et iij quar- 
leriorum. Item j mantile planum v virgarum et dimidie. 
Item aliud mantile planum vij virgarum et dimidie. 
Item aliud mantile planum vj virgarum et dimidie. Item 
j par eaniipye quodlibet eorum iiij virgarum. Item j 
mantile dyapryd iiij virgarum. Item ij aanapys nova 
et plana iiij virgarum et dimidie. Item v roundella 
antiqua. Item ij nova rowndella plana. Item Tiij 
napkyus nova quorum iiij eunt dyapryd et iiij plana. 
Item ij panni Itnei pro ciphario. Item j pannua linens 
debilis pour le dresBour. Item ij mappc pnrve dynpryd 
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crowbars of Spanish iron. Item, one little barrel for 
mead. Item, one well-crome with a long rope of twine. 
Item, divers cloths for the sepulchre, steyned with the 
history of the Resurrection. Item, two large covers, with 
knops silver and gilt. Item, five round plummets. Item, 
five long plummets, each of them of the weight of three 
pounds. 

Imprimis, one diapered tablecloth, 4 yds. long. Item, Buttbey. 
another diapered tablecloth of barely 5 yds. Item, another 
diapered tablecloth of 5 yds. Item, one pair of long 
coverings, diapered, each of them of 4| yds. Item, one 
long covering, diapered, of 5 J yds. Item, one pair of 
long plain coverings, each of them of 6 yds. Item, one 
pair of long plain coverings, each of them of 7 yds. 
Item, one plain tablecloth of 6 yds. Item, one plain 
tablecloth of 6 yds. Item, one plain tablecloth of 8 yds. 
Item, one second-best plain tablecloth of 4 yds. Item, 
another plain tablecloth of 4 yds. Item, another plain 
tablecloth of 4 J yds. Item, another plain second-best 
tablecloth of 4 J yds. Item, two plain tablecloths for 
the servants of 3 J yds. each. Item, one savenap of 5 J yds. 
Item, one pair of coverings, each of them of barely 
4 yds. Item, another pair of coverings, each of them 
of 4| yds. Item, one plain covering of 5 J yds. Item, 
another plain covering of 7 J yds. Item, another plain 
covering of 6 J yds. Item, one pair of savenaps, each 
of them of 4 yds. Item, one covering, diapered, of 4 yds. 
Item, two new and plain savenaps of 4 J yds. Item, five 
old roundels. Item, two new plain roundels. Item, eight 
new napkins, of which four are diapered and four plain. 
Item, two cloths of linen for the sideboard (?). Item, 
one worn linen cloth for the dresser. Item, two small 
diapered tablecloths, one of which is of 6 yds., the other 
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quarum una est vj virgaruin, alia iiij virgamm. Item 
j inappa nova plana iiij virgarum et dimidie. Item 
iij olle de corio. Item ij potel bottll. Item v candelabra 
quorum unum cum duplici soket de auricaluo. Item iij 
pypes pro allegeris. 

In primis j doser cum j banker viridia coloris partiti. 
Item vj cussbuns de Say * rubio. Item ij cusabuns blodii. 
Item j albi coloris. Item iiij alii rubii debiles cum 
volucribus. Item v cathedre quarum ij sunt rotunde 
de Waynscot et iij turnyd. Item ij bankers partiti 
coloris rubii et glauci de Tapsery. Item ij bankers 
partiti coloris viridis et albi de Say. Item j parvum 
banker pro sedili longo partiti coloris rubii et gluuci de 
tapsery. Item j banker rubiura cum floribus de tapsery. 
Item iij pelves cum iij lavacris quorum j est cownterfetyd. 
Item j pelvis concava pro rasura. Item j cbafour eneum. 
Item ij parva scabella. Item iiij longa scabella. Item 
iiij longe tabule quarum j rubia est iu le parlour. Item 
pro le parlour j candelabrum pendule de auricalco cum 
vj soketts et leopardo in summilate. Item iij nova 
bankers de rubio. Item j cupbord in aula et aliud in 
le parlour. Item j lavacrum pendens in lavatorio de 
auricalco in lo parlour. Item j par forcipura pro camino. 
Item j fiyrshovyll. Item j fiyrforke. Item j uwiidyron. 
Item V scale quarum una est in capella sancti Micliaelis. 
Item j tabula stans plicata. 

In primia ij Gamysch' de pewter. Item v olle enee 
magne et parve. Item ij magne ketell in fornace. 
Item iij geteya.* Item iiij patelle enee antique. Item 
ij patelle enee nove. Item ij cbafours enea. Item ij 



* Sr}', a kind of lerge ; to called bowuse uaed for malting h kind of cost 
II tunto, colled in Latin Mga, ngum, or Bagm.— SIteat's Eii/m. Sxelf. 
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of 4 yds. Item, one new plain tablecloth of 4 J yds. 
Item, three leather bottles. Item, two pottle bottles. 
Item, five candlesticks, one of which is with a double 
socket of latten. Item, three pipes for alegars. 

Imprimis, one dosser with one banker of green parti- Hall. 
coloured. Item, six cushions of red say. Item, two blue 
cushions. Item, one of white colour. Item, four other 
worn red ones with birds. Item, five seats, two of which 
are round, of wainscot, and three turned. Item, two 
bankers, parti-coloured red and light green, of tapestry. 
Item, two bankers parti- coloured green and white, of say. 
Item, one small banker for a long seat parti-coloured, 
red and light green, of tapestry. Item, one red banker 
with flowers, of tapestry. Item, three basins with three 
ewers, of which one is counterfeited. Item, one hollow basin 
for shaving. Item, one brass chafer. Item, two small 
stools. Item, four long stools. Item, four long tables, of 
which one, red, is in the parlour. Item, for the parlour one 
hanging candlestick of latten, with six sockets and a leopard 
on the top. Item, three new bankers of red. Item, one 
cupboard in the hall and another in the parlour. Item, 
one hanging laver in the lavatory, of latten, in the parlour. 
Item, one pair of tongs for the hearth. Item, one fire shovel. 
Item, one fire fork. Item, one andiron. Item, five ladders, 
one of which is in the chapel of Saint Michael. Item, one 
standing picture, folded. 

Imprimis, two garnishes of pewter. Item, five brass pots. Kitchen. 
great and small. Item, two large kettles on the furnace. 
Item, three gets. Item, four old brass plates. Item, two 
new brass plates. Item, two brass chafers. Item, two 

' A garnish signified commonly the sot or service of pewter. — Prompt. Farv, 
• Get or gyn, machina. — Prompt. Farv. 
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parve oUe de auricalco pro potagio deferendo. Item 
j potelpot pro veriows, de pewter. Item j olla de 
pewter pro sinapio. Item v veru magna et parva. Item 
iij tripodes ferrei. Item ij gredyrons. Item ij ladelys 
de auricalco. Item j scomour de auricalco. Item j 
sars^ de auricalco. Item j dressyng knyf. Item ij 
choppyng knyvys. Item j feryng-panne. Item j latche- 
pauiie. Item j cobard ferreum. Item j par forcipum. 
Item j grate. 

Capblla In primis j biblia cum litera K. i. in communi. Magister 

Superior. Kistoriarum K. ij. in communi. Item cronica noviter scripta 
ex dono fratris Kicardi helyngton sine litera in communi. 
Moralia gregorii, K. iiij. in communi. Moralia abbreviata 
K. V. in communi. Tabula super moralia cum gregorio 
super Ezechielem K. yj. Augustinus super Genesim et 
Johannem K. vij. Augustinus de doctrina Christiana, 
K. viij. Libellus honeste vite cum tabula de civitate 
dei K. X. Concordancie ^ K. xij. in communi. Brito 
super bibliam K. xiij. in communi. Beda de tabernaculo 
federis cum aliis K. xiiij. Liber sentenciarum K. xv. 
Meditationes bernardi cum aliis K. xvj. Prima pars summe 
Thome K. xvij. Prima secunde Thome K. xviij. Secunda 
secuude Thome K. xix. Sermones K. xx. Sermones qui 
iiicipiunt honeste ambulemus K. xxj. Decreta K. xxij. 
Liber sextus et scptimus cum tabula martiniani in quaterno 
K. xxiij. Summa hostiensis K. xxiiij. Innocentius super 
decretalia K. xxv. Repertorium durandi cum suffragiis 
monachorum K. xxvj. Bartholomeus de proprietatibus 
K. xxvij. in communi. llugucio K. xxviij. in communi. 
Liber gallicus de passione Christi K. xxx. Isti libri sunt 
sine Uteris : — Porphirius in quaterno. Aristoteles super 

^ A small sieve. — Caih, Ang. 

2 Probably the work of John of Darlington, an English monk about 
rJ84 : who was afterwards Archbishop of Dublin. — Tanner's Biblioth, 
Britan. p. 2*25. 
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mall pots of latten for bringing iq the pottage. I^ 
one pottle pot for verjuice, of pewter. Item, one pot of 
pewter for mustard. Item, five large and small spits. 
Item, three iroa tripods. Item, two gridirons. Item, 
two ladles of latten. Item, one skimmer of latten. Item, 
one sarse of latten. Item, one dressing knife. Item, two 
chopping knivea. Item, one frying-pun. It€m, one latch- 
pan. Item, one cobiron. Item, one pair of tongs. Item, 
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Imprimis, one Bible with the let(«r K i. in common. TJfpeb 

Magiater bistoriarura K. ij., in common. Item, a chronicle, Chapel. 

newly written, the gift of brother Richard Helyngton, ^^m 

without a letter, in common. Gregory's moralia, K. iiij., ^^H 

in common. Mornlia abridged, K. v., in common. Table ^^H 

upon moralia, with Gref^ory upon Ezechiel, K. vj, Augustine ^^H 

upon Genesis and John, K. vij. Augustine on Christian doc- ^^H 

trine, E. viij. A Tract, honesie Vite, with a table of the city ^^H 

of God, S. X. Concordances, E. xij., in common. Erito on ^^H 

the Bible, K. xiij., in common. Bede on the tabernacle of the ^^H 

covenant, with others, K. xiiij. Liber sentenciarum, E, zv. ^^H 

Meditations of Bernard, with others, E. xvj. First part ^^H 

of the Summu of Thomas, K. xvij. P'irst division of the ^^H 

second part of Thomas, E. xviij. Second division of the ^^H 

second part of Thomas, E. xix. Sermons, K. xx. Sermons ^^H 

which begin honesie ambulemus, E. xsj. Decreta, E. xsij. ^^^^ 

The sixth and seventh books, with a table of Martinianue, ^^H 

in quires, K. xsiij. Summa Hostienaia, K, xxiiij. Innocent ^^H 

on the Decretals, E. xiv. Repertory of Uurandua cum ^^H 

Bajfragiis monachorum, K. xxvj. Bartbolomeus de pro- ^^H 

prielaHbus, E. xxvij., in common. Hugucio, E. xxviij., in ^^H 

common. A French book of the passion of Christ, K. xxx. ^^H 

These books are without letters: — Porphyry, in quires; ^^H 



^^r 22e, 


w^^^ pbyaicis in quaterno. Grescismu3 in quateroo. Item 


quaternus qui incipit exultovit cor meum. 


Isti libri de6ciunt ab antique- — Poatille super lucam et 


marcham K. iij, per Johannem IIoo. Aiigustinus de civitate 


dei cum pastorale gregorii K. ix. Sexdecim originaiia An- 


celmi cum Augnatino de duodecim abuaionibus K. xj. 


Yaidorua de gramatica K. xxix. 


Memorandum de duabua legendis furtim sublatia una de 


temporali alia aaoctoruni. 


g SliBt of frlors, or Btrpcra of tjie Cttll. 


1348, Jobn do Ilengbam. 


1410. Thomas Leune. 


1350. Walter de Stokton, 


1411. John Elya. 


prior. 


Uichard'de Mydel- 


1353-0. J. de Hederjett. 


ton. 


1359-60. William de Ryking- 


William Depham. 


hale. 


1413-14. John Elya. 


1.565-6. 


1414-18. John Dorham. 


1367. John de Happia- 


1421. John Bergh. 


burgb. prior. 


1422. Eichard Helyng- 


1368. William deliyking- 


tone. 


bule. 


1423-5. John Bergh. 


' 1371-6. John de Happia- 


1426-7. John Walaham. 


burgh. 


1430. 


1385-90. Eiohard deBlakene. 


1432-3. 


1390. Thomaa do Lynne. 


1435-9. 


1391. 


1442.5. John Elvngbam. 


Eiohard deBlakene 


1447. 


1393-1401. 


1449-50. 


1404. 


1452. 


1405. John da Brunsledc. 


1453-7. Richard Walaham. 


1407-8. 


1459-04. Jobn Donemowe. 
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Aristotle on physics, in quires ; Grecismus, in quires. Item, 
a quire which begins, exultatit cor tneum. 

These books are imperfect [or missing] of old : — Glosses 
upon Luke and Mark, K. iij, the gift of John Hoo ; Augustine 
on the city of God with Gregory's Pastorale, K. ix. ; Sixteen 
originalia of Anselm, with Augustine on the twelve abuses, 
K. xj ; Isidore on grammar, K. xxix. 

Be it remembered as to two Legends removed by stealth, 
(me de temporalis the other of the saints. 



A List of Priors, or Keepers of the Cell {continued). 



1468. 


John Donemowe. 


1504. 


William Bakuns- 


1470. 


John Molett, de oflF. 




thorp. 




prioratus sci 


1507. 


John Uempstede, 




Leonardi. 




custos celle. 


1471. 


Nicholas Arych. 


1509-10. 


>> 


1477-9. 


>> 


1512. 


>> 


1484. 


Richard Salthous, 


1514. 


John Sybly, custos 




custos celle sci 




celle. 




Leonardi. 


1515. 


William Repps, 


1486-7. 


99 




S. T. P., custos 


1488-90. 


Simon Folcard. 




celle. 


1492. 


»» 


1518. 


Robert Catton,prior. 


1494. 


Edmund Derham. 


1519. 


John Barton, custos 


1496. 


William Spynk, 




celle. 




prior. 


1520. 


John Merton, custos 


1497. 


Robert Jerncmuth, 




celle. 




custos celle. 


1521-7. 


Will. Harydans, 


1499-1502. 




custos celle. 


1604. 


99 


1529. 


>> 






1531. 


» 
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(farig gtaprs of ^gnn. 



COMMUNICATBD BT 



HAMOX LE STRANGE, ESQ. 



When the late Mr. Harrod arranged the records of 
the Corporation of Bang's Lynn, he went through 
Blomefield*8 list of mayors, and made several corrections 
in and some additions to it. This list^ is headed by 
nine or ten names of mayors, obtained from early 
undated deeds in the Corporation records. The first 
mayor to whom a positive date is assigned is one 
Andrew who served in 1270, though Alexander Kellock 
is stated to have held the ofiicc some time between 
the years 1248 and 1260. Among the earlier names 
unassigned to any precise year is James de Belvaco or 
Beauveys, who subsequently appears as having again 
served the ofiice in 1271. A deed in the Evidence Room 
at Hunstanton Hall, which is dated in the year 1248, 
has for the first witness to it the name of another 
member of the same family, ' Bartholomew de Belua<;o/ 
stated to be at that time (tunc) Mayor of Lynn ; this 
Bartholomew must, therefore, for the present at all 
events, take his place at the head of the long roll of 
known and dated chief magistrates of the borough. 

It is impossible to fix with precision the date at which 
the first mayor was appointed ; the Biahops of Norwich, 

^ Page 135 of Harrod's Report. 
VOL. XIL] R 
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who were Lords Paramount of the town of Lynn, seem 
to have nominated as their representatives a PrepositiLS, 
or Provost. The earliest charter to the town is that 
of Kin^ John, still preserved in the Guildhall at Lynn: 
It is dated at Lutte^rshall (in Wiltshire), on the 13th 
of September, in the sixth year of his reign (1204). 
and is addressed simply " SurnevmbuB <ie Levii." without 
mentioning any chief magistrate. It grants, at the 
instance of John (de Grey), Bishop of Norwich, that 
Lynn shall be a free borough for ever, and that the 
burgesses shall be free of all tolls throughout Eng-land, 
except in London, and provides that if anywhere else 
toll be taken of them, the Provost of Lynn may recover 
damages. Clearly, therefore, in 1204 no such officer as 
mayor was chief magistrate. 

Blomefield, or rather Parkin,' cites from the Patent 
Bolls a fine levied in Trinity term of the eighteenth 
year of King John (1216), in consequence of the Biahop 
of Norwich liaving impleaded the burgesses of Lynn 
because they had created a mayor among themselves, 
and taxed themselves without his assent. It was agreed 
that the burgesses should be allowed to elect a mayor 
from their own body, provided that he was presented 
for admission to the Bishop. In spite of tliis concession 
it is significant that no mention of a mayor appears in 
either of the two first charters granted to the borough 
by Henry III., in the seventeenth and thirty-ninth years 
of his reign (1233 and 1255), and yet Blomefield' says 
that in the forty*first year of the same king the mayor 
and burgesses were commanded by the king to permit 
the men of Ely to come and sell their beer in Lynn. 

The Hunstanton deed proves also that there was a 

mayor of Lynn in 1248, i.e., seven years before the 

last-mentioned charter. It is quite possible that, although 

1 Folio edition, iv. 694. * iT. 6BS. 
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there mny have been a mayor in Lj'nu, he may not at 
first have held the position of cliief magistrate. In the 
neighbouring borough of Thetford, Richard I. changed 
the government from a provost, to a bailiff, coroner, and 
mayor; the bailiff was nominated by the Crown, and 
was superior to the other two officers, and so continued 
up to 1373, when John of Gaunt gave the mayor the 
first place, In Lynn the earliest mention of a mayor 
in a charter from the Crown, was in that granted by 
Henry III. on the 26th March, 1268, wherein, after 
reciting and confirming the charter of John, the king 
refers to the concession by a former Bishop of Norwich, 
hy which the burgesses had been empowered to elect a 
mayor. The king then proceeds to grant permission to 
the said burgesses to elect a mayor instead of a provost. 
If this charter stood by itself it might have been inferred 
that the duties of provost were then for the first time 
turned over to a mayor, but it must be borne in mind 
that the arrangement somewhat vaguely referred to as 
having been made by a former Bishop of Norwich took 
place upwards of fifty years previously, and that, as 
has been shewn above, there is ample evidence that the 
concession had been frequently, if not continuously, acted 
on during that interval. Mr, Harrod appositely remarks 
that our early sovereigns had a happy knack of assuming 
to grant as a great privilege something which had existed 
in spite of them long before. 

Tlie Hunstanton deed is given below in full. It is 
an agreement between Roger Fitz Hugh of Lynn and 
his .'ion-in-law Alexander Kelloc, whereby the latter 
releases all claims of his own, or of his wife Alice, 
against his father-in-law, who, besides giving a reciprocal 
release on his part, further grants to Alexander five 
shillings a year secured on certain land and houses in 
Lynn, among the abuttals of which is mentioned a stone 
B 2 




house (_domus lapidfa) — probably rather a rarity six 
hundred years ago in a town separated, as Lynn was, 
by the whole breadth of the Fens from the nearest 
stone (jQarry. The third witness to this deed, Gilbert 
Fitz Warin, also attested the undated deed, quoted by 
Blomefield ' as establisliing the fact that Robert, son of 
Sunnolf, was mayor of Lynn. Roltert was the father 
of Warin, and consequently grandfather of Gilbert: his 
mayoralty would therefore have been as early as the 
year 1216. at which date we find the Bishop of Norwich 
impleading the burgesses of Lynn for having created 
a mayor. Of other boroughs in the county. Castle Rising 
received the privilege of electing its own mayor some 
time between the years 1233 and 12+2 ; Tlietford in 1373, 
Norwich in 1404, and Yarmouth did not exchange its 
bailifTs for a mayor until 1684. Lynn, therefore, is clearly 
entitled to rank as the oldest mayor-town in the county. 



Hec est concordia facta iuf Rogerum filium Hugonis 
de Lenfi! 1 Alexandrum Kelloc die scoj apostoloj Philipp 
1 Jacobi, anno gre millesimo ducentesimo q'd'geaimo 
octauo Videlicet ^ dici/ Alexander remisit dio Ro^o '\ 
h'edibj suis omnea accoes T, petitoes quas habuit uel 
hre potuit erga dictum Rogum uel heredes suos de 
reb'j sibi debitis uel Alicie ux sue filie dti Rog'i uel 
qNsunq, occasione aliquid a dfo Ro£o potuit exigisse, 
Similiter T dictus Rogus remisit omnes accoes 1 peticoes 
q*s quocunq, Jure hfe potuit erga dtm Alexnudrum uel 
hcdes suoa. Et ^fatus Roger* concessit 'I dedit dEo 
Alexandre quinq, soP annuos in tota uita dti Alexandri 
Bumendos anuuatim de t'ra cum edificiis T. ptinentiis in 
pochia omniu scoj de Len que jacet in latitudic in? tram 
dfi Ro^i ex parte Austri 1 puii vicum ex pte Aquilonar^ 
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uidelicet tram in q» edificata est dora? lapidea cum tota 
Logitudine ill? rre. Sumendos annuatim ad duos tminos 
Anni. Scilicet ad Pascha trigita denai^ % ad festu sci 
Michaet triginta denar^. Ita uidelicet q si contingat dim 
Rogum in solucoe dicti reddit^ ad ?minos statutes define 
Liceat eidem Alexandre sine cont""dicffie aliq* dictam rram 
p namia in ea capienda distringe 1 ilia usq^ ad sibi 
plenam soluffiem fiam retinere. Et si quo casu con- 
tingente non possit diet Alexander in dictis edificiis 
distringe Liceat eidem Alexandre d?m Rogum uel heredes 
suos ad dim redditum soluend^ coram Judice ecclTastico 
uel seculari puenire. Post decessum au dti Alexandri 
nuUus heredum eius [dem Alex] * andri de dla tra ii de d?o 
redditu aliq' exi^e possit. Jn cu? rei testimonium dli 
Ro^us 1 Alexander sibi inuice affidates alrnis scriptis 
sua signa apposuerunt. Hiis testib^ Dno Bartholom de 
Beluaco tc maiore Len, dno Johe vicedec^ Lenn, Qilberto 
fif Wai^, Ada de Wadetun, Ro^o de Henga captto, 
Edmundo de Wausigha, Diio Thobia clico, Johe de 
Coltune, Witto de Swafha, Johe Codlamb, T. aliis. 

' A hole in the parchment. 
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Itotts on tjje €\mt\ anb JCainilg of $^t\im. 

COMMUKICATBO BT 

THE REV. B. J. ARMSTRONG. 



In the year 1430 was bom Ralph, son and heir of 
John Shelton, of Shelton and Snoring Magna. The 
father passed away three months after the birth of 
his son, and Balph Shelton consequently had a long 
minority. He was brought up under the care of his 
grandmother, Katharine, wife of William Shelton, Esq., 
daughter of Simon Barrett, of Hardwick, a brass 
inscription to whom of the usual description lies on the 
floor of Shelton Church, deprived of its accompanying 
figure. The usual haggling concerning the wardship of 
the child took place between the Crown on the one 
side and Katharine Shelton on the other, the child's 
mother having re-married not long after his birth ; and 
it formed one of the indictments brought by William 
Bailing against Judge Paston that in taking ** diverse 
fees and rewardes of diverse persones withinne the shir 
of Norffolk and Suffolk," he took ten marks " of 
Katharine Shelton ayeins the King for to be of hir 
councell for to destroye the right of the King and of 
his Warde, that is for to sey Raf, soon and eyer of 
John Shelton." ^ Katharine's death did not occur till 
145G, so that ample time was given her to look after 

^ Paston Letters, od. Gairdner, vol. i. p. 37. 



235 

interests, even if the ten marks were 
ill spent; and probably Dalling's accusation was 
unfounded. This long minority gave to Ralph Shelton 
the means by which to carry out his love for building; 
for he it was who i-eared the splendid mansion called 
Shelton Hall, the beautiful nave of Shelton church, and 
very probably also the manor house at Snoring Magna. 
A most interesting illustration of Shelton Hall is to be 
found in the appendix to Mr. Walter Rye's " Catalogue 
of Fifty Norfolk Manuscripts," and by his kind 
permission is here reproduced. It was moated and 
embattled, the walls having comer towers ; opposite the 
turreted entrance gateway was the dining hall, with 
its lantern and on el window at the high table, the 
chapel being on the left, while there were no less than 
five courtyards enclosed within the walla The lower 
portions of these walls yet remain i all else has long 
since been destroyed. 

Ralph Shelton was knighted in 1485, became High 
Sheriff of Norfolk H87, and married Mai'garet, daughter 
of Robert Clere of Ormesby, Norfolk, a niece of the 
Justice Paston before mentioned, and had issue — John, 
Ealph, Eiehard, Elizabeth, and Alice. The other works 
of his hands have fortunately escaped the destruction 
which has fallen upon Shelton Hall, but he died before 
the completion of Shelton Church. The date of this 
beautiful edifice is shewn by his will, which is dated 
1497, and which was proved at Lambeth by hia son, 
John Shelton, in the following year. In it occurs the 
following charge: — "Item, I will and require my executors, 
aa they will answer before God, that they perform 
and make up completely the church of Shelton in 
masonry, tymber, iron, and leede, according to the form 
aa I have begunne it, in as short* a tyme as it conveniently 
maye be done of my owne goods if God dispose that 
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I may not see the performance of the same."* This 
Bolemu obli^atiou, however, does not seem to havo been 
entirely carried out, perhaps owing to the troublous 
times about to come, and indeed the work has not been 
brought to a perfect completion even to the present 
day. It may have been owing to the unfinished state 
of the nave, that we find the parish priest applying for 
and obtaining a special licence for the performance of 
matrimony in the private chapel of Shelton Hall, when 
upon one and the same day Elizabeth Shelton was 
married to Sir Richard Fitz Lewis of Dagenham, and 
Alice to John Heveningham of Ketteringhara. 

The church consists of west tower and nave with north 
and south aisles, south porch, and a sacristy at the east 
end in a similar position to tliuse at St. Feter Mancroft 
and St. Peter Pemiountergate at Norwich. The tower is 
one of those common to East Anglia, square, with angle 
buttresses containing flush panelling, embattled, and 
composed of rubble. It was evidently a portion of the 
original church. 

The nave is a good specimen of the brick-work of 
the period, which, thanks to the working of time ia so * 
toned down in colour that there is nothing offensive to 
the eye in contrasting it with the tower — indeed the 
church is of such excellent proportions, and at the same 
time of so unusual an aspect, that the visitor can ooly 
be gratiiied with its general appearance. It is lighted 
by a range of nine clerestory windows on either side, 
and three and four of a larger size in the south and 
north aisles respectively. The windows of the clerestory 
are sepai-ated externally by a series of muiiature pillars 
or buttresses, alternately terminating in an ornamental 
cap, and running through to the ridge of the roof 
where now they abruptly end, although probably the 
* Vitilatien 0/ Korfolk, vol. ii., p. i'ib. 
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original intention was to complete them with a series of 
small tiirreta or tapering spireleta, 

A lif^ht and graceful string-course of an omamentod 
pattern runs completely round the aisles, porch, and east 
end, giving an unusually ornauieutal appearance to the 
coping. The east end is especially striking from ita 
simplicity combined with gracefulness of design, and the 
position of the sacristy beneath the central window effaces 
the bareness generally attacliing to that locality. This 
room is reached from the outside by a plain postern door 
in the south wall, and from the sanctuary by a single 
doorway on the south of the altar. A window of three 
lights iu its east side is flanked north and south by 
niches, now tenantless, the floriated apex of each being 
contained within a square-headed hood-mould ; and 
immediately above it, in the centre of the coping, is a 
mask forming a gargoyle. The wall of the north aisle 
contains the turret stair to the rood loft, and the priest's 
door ia also in this position, the rectory standing to the 
north-east of the church. 

More than a passing word must be given to the south 
porch. Here Sir Ralph Shelton's executors seem to 
have abandoned their work, when engaged upon what is 
perhaps the moat striking part of the building. lo the 
centre of the south front is a niche of much beauty, 
the bracket for the figure descending to the hood-mould 
of the doorway beneath it, thus relieving effectually 
the monotony of the brick work. The string-course 
immediately beneath the coping is hooded with great 
success to receive the label of the niche, which was 
intended for a figure of our Lady, to whom the church 
is dedicated, and on either side the wall is pierced by a 
small plain window, each containing its original iron 
grille. The line of the south wall of the aisle is 
carried tlirough the upper part of ita west wail in 



ingenious manner, thus forming a passage from the 
tower staircase lighted by a small quatrefoil, and coped 
over the west window, giving access to what woe 
intended to have been a par vise. But here suddenly 
the good work ceased, for, notwithstanding the prepara- 
tions for it, the room does not exist. The fan-tracery 
springs a few feet from its caps, and abruptly 
terminates : vaulting or floor there is none. The 
workmen laid aside their tools without even filling up the 
scaffold boles, and took their departure. The munificent 
builder had passed away, his widow surviving him 
only by a couple of years ; his eldest son was but a 
youth, and was being petted at Court; the result being 
that although a trifling outlay would have put the 
finishing touch to the work, that touch was withheld. 
Indeed, the interest of the family in the parish generally 
seems gradually to abate after the deaths of Sir Ralph 
and Dame Margaret. The next generation had a difficult 
and somewhat important part to take in the domestic 
troubles of the Court ; their possessions rapidly increased, 
and brought with them the evils attending non -residence. 
Certain chambers of the grand hall were left to one 
member of the family, and " the great tower, furnished 
as it now stands," to another, and soon after the whole 
building became a thing of the past So that we have 
not far to look for the reason of the unfinished state of 
the porch, together with other work in the church, 
which, although begun, now only tells of elaborate 
intentions onreahzed. 

On regarding tlie interior of the church, one is struck 
at once by its loftiness, together with the narrowness of 
its area. It consists of five bays, those at the east 
being of half-width, as receptacles for altar tombs. The 
clerestory is supported by pillars devoid of any abacus, 
except that the iDQcrmost rib has a miniature capital 



ween Che archea are shallow niclies, directly over 
which, OS also over each apex, are stone corbela for the 
principals of the roof, each bearing the letters R A. F., 
together with the rebua of the ecaltop shell and tun, 
" which " (as Bloinetield says) " cannot fail of making 
Shel-ton," and which so pi-ofusely adorns the manor- 
house at Snoring Magna. The original roof has been 
removed — tradition says for the purpose of covering a 
tithe bam elsewhere — and has given place to the lath 
and plaster of the eighteenth century, the plain white 
flat ceiling doing much to mar the beauty of the 
building. The font is of the usual octagonal shape, the 
panels containing the lion sejant alternating with angels 
bearing the shields of the Passion, St. Edmund, the 
Trinity, and the Blessed Sacrament, the bowl resting 
upon a four-sided stem. Many of the original benches 
and bench-ends still exist, and are in careful keeping, 
although not in position ; they wei'e innocent of the 
modem luxury of backs, and were of such a distance 
apart as to make the English mode of irreverent posture 
in worship either impossible, or, if indulged in, evident 
to the whole congregation. The screen and loft extended 
across the whole width of the church, the mullions 
having been sawn off flush with the upper ridge of the 
panels (which remain in »itu) as being the easiest 
method of destroying the super-structure; and whatever 
colouring the panels may once have possessed has entirely 
disappeared. The altar is flanked north and south by 
altar tombs, that on the south having been prepared by 
Sir Ralph Shelton for his own and his wife's interment. 
In his will, he directs that he shall be buried " in the 
chancel of the church of Shelton, by the principal 
image of our Lady, in a tomb and sepulture that I 
have prepared in the same inttnt " ; and Dame Margaret 
also wills that " I be buried by my husband in the 
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cbaacel of the cliarcli at Shelton. in a tomb which is 
ordeyned to that intent."' The slab has been rified of 
its brasses, but it is evidently of an earlier date than 
the corresponding tomb on the north. The wording of 
Sir Ralph's will implies that he had completed his own 
resting place, whereas the monument to the north of 
the altar is yet in an unfiiiLshed condition, an elaborate 
canopy in stone bearing a multitude of figures of angels, 
being left in precisely the same uncompleted state as 
the contemplated vaulting of the porch. This last- 
mentioned tomb, together with a third in the north 
aisle, have received, in comparatively recent yeara, the 
addition of various names and arms of members of the 
Shelton family, tbe accuracy of which is ijuestionable. 

One of the most noticeable features in the church is 
the ancient painted glass with which the three eastern- 
most windows are filled. They form but a small portion 
of the specimens of this beautiful art which the church 
once posses-sed ; and there is a local trailition that 
beneath the sacristy floor quantities of broken fragments 
of similar glass were discovered not many years back. 
Anyhow, we are thankful for what has been left, and 
which now, humanly speaking, is safe. As one regards 
these beautiful windows, one cannot quite resist a sus- 
picion that much of the glass does not really belong to 
them at all ; maoy parts of it do not fit the stone-work, 
and in some instances the borders have been cut through 
as though to facilitate its insertion ; and possibly tbe 
private chapel at the Hall may have contributed to these 
windows when that mansion was destroyed. The interest 
attaching to the glass itself is increased from the fact 
that various members of the Shelton family are depicted 
upon it, notably Sir Ralph, the builder of the nave, 
and his wife, who appear in the upper portion of the 
> rmlaliut of Norfolk, rol. ii., pp. S9S, 396. 
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snlral window, and liis aon, Sir John, who married 
Anne, daufjhter of Sir William Boleyn, of Blickling. 
The An{i;elic Host, the AnnunciatioD, Kings Edmund 
and Henry VI.. yet more raembera of the Shelton family, 
together witli coats of arms, make up a somewhat 
strange and incongruous medley, all the more interesting 
on account of its inconsistency, the window rejoicing in 
those deep blues and reds which the modem revival of 
the art cannot quite yet reproduce. The representations 
of Sir John Shelton and hia wife in the east window 
of the south aisle are especially interesting, the arrange- 
ment of the lady's wimple or coif being unusually 
good. She was aunt to Queen Anne Boleyn, and 
governess to the Princess Mary, and from what is told 
of her in the gossiping letters of Eustache Chapuis to 
Charles Y., she had a thankless and most difficult 
position to fill ; for the Princess naturally insisted 
upon the deference due to her birth being paid her in 
every miuute point, while the Queen was equally 
detemiiued that insults should be heaped upon her, and 
that she sliould be made to feel her " bastardy." On 
the one hand Lady Shelton is commanded to treat her 
with severity and even to beat her, while on the other 
she is warned that should any hann happen to her 
charge she herself would he held responsible, and the 
oft-used whisper of "poison " would at once be breathed. 
At Hatfield she was constantly watched, and while the 
short-lived triumph of her niece lasted, every kindly 
action prompted by the affection and respect the Princess 
won from her was reported with exaggeration at Court, 
till bitter must have been the regret she felt at the 
position she was called upon to occupy. Dr. Butt, who 
attended the Princess in the spring of 1535, seems to 
have told Lady Shelton that it was commonly reported 
in London that she had poisoned Mary, and, considering 
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the times, it is with no wonder that we read that "the 
poor lady was not a little frightened, and whenever 
Mary was ill cried bitterly and was in the utmost 
anxiety." * The King's every thought was given to a 
hoped-for son, and in the difference between Anne and 
Lady Shelton he sided entirely with the Queen, promising 
that his daughter should be more closely guarded; and 
in consequence the governess is " upbraided for her 
leniency and weakness," and her office was made even 
less tolerable than before. The gift of Carrow Abbey 
at the dissolution may have been made as a recognition 
of the services of the aggrieved aunt of the ill-fated 
queen ; it was to Carrow that she withdrew ; it was 
there she died, and it is there she lies buried. 

* Ghapuifl to Charles Y., Feb. 25th, UZ6. 
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The document which is here printed is found copied 

folios Ixi. to Ixv. of the " Book of Pleas," which 

>femie one of the most valuable of the niunimentfi of 

le city of Norwich. The book is a storehouse of 

lellaneous information, mostly in one handwriting, 

Ld was apparently compiled (judging by the date of the 

latest documents there copied) about tbe thirty-third year 

of King Henry VI. (c. 1455). The various documents 

are inserted without any special arrangement, and often 

.thout any indication of their date. The present one 

irts to be an assessment of all the townships of 

ferfolk for a grant of a tenth and fifteenth made by 

liament " ta the king in the eighth year of his reign." 

ars in the midst of documents which are almost 

all of the reign of Henry VI., it might he supposed to 

be a copy of a return made in the eighth year of 

the reign of that king. It is, however, in reality a 

>y of a much earlier assessment, made in the eighth 

of King Edward III., 1334. For a reason to be 
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mentioned presently, it is not really a matter of great 
importance to verify the actual date, provided the accuracy 
of the details can be assured. But the fact of the copy 
being taken from the original return of 1334 adds to its 
interest, if not to its value. 

Whether the copy in the Book of Pleas was taken 
from an original return at one time preserved among 
the city muniments, there is no evidence to shew. 
Most likely it was, for it is not a verbatim copy of the 
contemporary return of which portions still exist in the 
Public Record Office' in London. 

The tax which, during a large part of the Middle Ages 
went by the name of a "Tenth and Fifteenth," was 
originally a tax on the "moveables" of all classes of 
people in the country. With its early history we 
are not here concerned. It is sufficient to say that, 
being first imposed in the reign of King Henry II. 
to meet the cost of a proposed Crusade, it was found 
so serviceable that it was constantly repeated, sometimes 
in the proportion of a seventh, sometimes of a tenth, 
sometimes of a fifteenth, or even of a twentieth or 
thirtieth, according to the requirements of the special 
occosiou. At each time a fresh assessment was made 
by local inquisitions. The details of these assessments 
are of great interest, as showing the nature of the 
household goods, the stock-in-trade, or the farm equip- 
ment of the persons assessed.' The inconvenience and 

' L&f Sutiaid]' Roll, '^. I have to eipreu my tlianki to Mr. Hubert 
Uill aod Mt. Alfred E. Stamp of the Publia llecotd Office, for their 
courtesy id tusLsling me to make this aiBeMmeot pecfeot, and for much 
useful iutormatioD. 

' For full iDformatioa on the eubject the rendec may be reterrsd to 
DowaU's Siiliny of Taxation ai,d Texei in EngU«d. pp. 44, 68, &c. Also 
p. 251 for the well-tnown Colchester AaaeBsmBnts of 1^95 and 1301. For an 
early aaaessmsot at Lynn see Norfolk Arehaolosv, vol. i. p. 331 ; And for 
othen in the Hundred of Karth Erpmgham, Mr. Walter Bye'a Ntrtk 
EryiHgham, p. 103. 
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delay occasioned by the necessity of making a fresh 
assessment each time, as well as the uncertainty of the 
result to be expected, became increasingly apparent aa 
the tax gradually settled down from the time of King 
Edward I. into what was practically a regular grant made 
annually by Parliament to tlie king, to enable him to meet 
the retjuirements of public administration. Hence, in the 
eighth year of King Edward III. (1334) an imporUnt 
change was made, which altered the character of the 
tax for the future. In that year, instead of ordering 
a new assessment to lie obtained, the royal commissioners 
were empowered to treat with the various towns and 
districts, and invite them to name a Jixed auvi at which 
the town or village should be pet-manently assessed. 
In case of refusal a sworn assessment was to bo made 
as of old. The plan met with apparently universal 
approval. From that time forward every annual return 
of the produce of this tax contained the same sutQ 
attached to any place. It is possible, therefore, to verify, 
correct, or supplement any one list from any other. The 
list which is copied in the Book of Pleas contains several 
manifest errors, the totals of a hundred not agreeing 
with the casting up of the sums assigned to the several 
places in it. By careful collation with other lists it 
has been here made perfect. 

It will be observed that the tax is described in the 
Indenture which prefaces the list as a " Tenth from the 
Cities, Boroughs, and Demesnes of the King, and a 
Fifteenth from the Commonalty of the County." The 
early kings had claimed the right to lay a tallage (or 
tax) at their pleasure on all places within the "ancient 
demesne" of the Crown, which included most of the 
principal towns. This practice fell into disuse after 
the thirteenth century, but, when a general tax was 
imposed, the inhabitants of places on ancient demesne 
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paid in the proportion of a tenth to a fifteenth. After 
1334 it is not quite clear in what way this distinction 
was continued. That it was not merely an expression 
copied without meaning from older preambles, but an 
actual fact, is apparent from the Subsidy Rolls, which 
continue to distinguish between the sum total of the 
fifteenth and that of the tenth. But in the list itself 
only Norwich and Yarmouth are given separately, all 
other places being classed in their respective hundreds. 
Ah the combined assessment of these two places is only 
£194. 12s. Od., while the "tenth" is aaid to amoiint to 
£296. 4a. Od., it is difficult to say where the rest of 
the " tenth " is to be found. Historians and other 
writera. speak in general terms as though a tenth were 
taken from boroughs and a fifteenth from country places.* 
In any case, after 1334 the di.stinction in no way 
affected the amount of any assessment, being probably 
kept up in the King's Books from ancient custom. Still, 
it seems strange that, if the distinction were maintained 
in any form, it should not appear in this return, or (so 
far as I know) in any of the other returns in the 
Public Record Office. 

The assessment of individual places, as thus settled in 
1334, remained unaltered for about three hundred years, 
each place knowing its liability, and being left to meet 
it as it thought best. It was, no doubt, this certainty 
both in the total and individual amounts which formed 
its recommendation. Parliament knew what it was 
voting as it rung the changes on a tenth and fifteenth, 
or a double tenth, or a tenth and a half, and so on, aa 
the occasion required ; and the tax-payers, whether they 



1 BoTougba which were reprosanted in Parliameat p&id a tenth. Thne 
were Norwich, £S1. I2i.; Yftnnoath, £100; Lynn, £60; Tbetiord, £16; 
tolAl, £260. 13*. 
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grumbled or rejoiced, knew exactly what they had to 
pay. As time went on, however, and the circumstances 
of many places changed gi-eatly for the worse a new 
assessment must have been sorely needed, but it was 
never made. The case was met by a system of deductions, 
of wliich more will be said presently. 

From the foregoing explanation, we may arrive at a 
clear understanding of the signilicance of our record. 
It is not, as an earlier one would have been, a record 
of the exact value of the properties of the inhabitants 
of the county. But it is a full and complete account of 
the sums at which the towns, seaports, and country places 
in Norfolk were assessed on oath by royal commissioners 
and with the assent of the respective inhabitants in 1334. 
We may be perfectly certain, therefore, that we have in 
it undeniable evidence of the comparative importance of 
Norfolk in respect to the whole country, and also of its 
various places and districts in respect to one another 
in the year 1334, the period, perhaps, when the pros- 
perity of the county was at its height. The pre-eminent 
position of the comity is a well-known fact, recorded 
by all writers on the social history of England. The 
hitherto -received ideas of the foundation of that prosperity 
and of its local distribution will, I think, be found to 
require some considerable modification in face of the 
facts here disclosed. 

The total amount raised in the whole kingdom by 
the tax of 1334 was somewhat more than £38,000. 
Of this Norfolk contributed £3,486. 14«. &/., being the 
largest amount raised in any county except Middlesex, 
including London. Professor Thorold Rogers commenting 
on this fact says,* speaking of 1341, "The assessment of 
the county of Norfolk is far in excess, estimated 
rateably by the acreage, of that of any other county. 
' Six CfHluriti of Wvrk anrf Wajis, p. 116. 
s 2 
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The cause is the inclusion of tlie opulent 

city of Norwich within the assessment" Further on* 
he says. "In the earliest assessment Norfolk, excluding 
London with Middlesex, was the most opulent county 
in England. The explanation oE the fact is, that in 
the thirteenth and the tiret half of the fourteenth 
centuries, it was for the time densely peopled, being 
the principal seat of the woollen manufacture and in 
close relation with the Low Countries. It grew large 
quantities of barley, which was exported, either raw or 
malted, to Flanders. The cloth manufacture was carried 
on in many villages and small towns: the linen was 
principally woven at Aylsham," This language very fairly 
represents what is the generally -received explanation 
of the early prosperity of Norfolk. It is assumed to 
rest on a supposed extensive development of the manu- 
facture of woollen cloth, even before the immigration of 
Flemish weavers in the reign of Edward III. That 
such a manufacture existed in the county in certain 
places is, of course, capable of proof. That it was so 
extensively practised as to set tlie county above others 
in wealth is certainly not in accordance with the details 
of this assessment. 

The assessment contains the places arranged in hundreds, 
with the exception of Norwich and Yarmouth, which 
are set by themselves. The separate assessment of each 
place is given, an<i the total of each hundred. An 
analysis of these details brings out some interesting 
results. The place with the highest assessment in the 
county is Yarmouth, £100 ; the next, Norwich, £94. 128. 
Lynn, which is entered under the Hundred of Freebridge, 
stands at £50 ; to which must be added South Lynn, £18. 
The high assessments of Yarmouth and Lynn are easily 
explained. They were two of the largest seaports in 
' P. 130. 
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the kinpdoiu. The former especially, at this time, was 
probably in the enjoyment of the liighest pi-osperity it 
ever attained to. But it must be confessed that the 
comparatively subordinate position of Norwich presents 
some difficulty. Are we really to suppose that its wealth 
at this time was inferior to that of Yarmouth ? That 
seems hardly probable, yet it is difficult in any other 
way to account for the two valuations. At all events, 
it does not appear that the " opulence " of Norwich was 
the cause of the pre-eminence of Noi-folk among the 
counties of England. 

It is, however, when we leave these three towns, which 
we should expect to take an unrivalled lead in the 
county, that we find what we are hardly prepared for. 
Following out the list of the highest asse.ssments, we 
find that next to Lynn comes Terrington, assessed at 
£40 ; then Wiggenhail, £37 ; Walpole, £35 ; Tilney, £30 ; 
Walsoken, £2e. 8s.; West Walton. £23. It will be 
observed that all these six are in the Hundred of 
Freebridge, and in the Marshland district. They are 
followed by Swaffliam, £20; Sucttisham, £19; Hcacham, 
£16.108.; Setchford, £15. 10s. (all except Swaffham in 
the adjoining Hundred of Smithdon); and Gayton, £15, 
again in Freebridge. Tlietfon.1, with £16, and Nojth 
Walsham, with £15, are the only other places in the 
county assessed at £15 and upwards. 

This prosperity of individual places in the western 
part of the county comes out still more clearly if we 
examine the hundreds. There aru thirty-two hundreds, 
and they differ considerably in the number of their 
townships, the smallest, Ea.st Flegg, having only nine, and 
South Erpinghani having thirty-nine. The total number 
of townships* separately assessed, with Norwich and 

* Tbe area nt auoBBment vat b townaliip, not a pftrish. Sevi:ral of the 
towntbipa coiit«iiied mors than one puish. 
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Yarmouth, is 658, aud tlic total amount uf the tas is 
£3+86. lis. Qd. Foi' the purpose of comparison among the 
couutiy districts we may exclude not only Norwieli 
and Yamiouth, but also Lynn aud South Lynn, whose 
CDiiibined contributions amount to £262. 12a. Od. This 
leaves £.3i2ii. Ss. Gd. contributed by 654 places, giving an 
average Ofisessmeut uf £4. 18e. Id. for each. An exami- 
nation of Appendix B, in which is set dowu for each 
hundred the number of its towuships aud the avera^ 
amount of their assessments, would give the following 
result. South Erpingham, with thirty-nine townships, 
contributes £182, 17fl. Od. ; North Erpingham, with 
thirty-two, contributes £104. 16s, 8d. ; whereas Freebridge, 
with thirty-two, raises £378. 12«. Od, ; aud Smitlidon, with 
ouly twenty-one, raises £172, 12a. Od. If we take the 
hundreds which have the highest average of assessment per 
township, they come in the following order: — Freebridge, 
£U.ns.3d.; Sraithdon, £8, 4s. 4d. ; Clackcloae. £7. 4fl.2d.; 
South Greenboe, £6. 8s. 9d.; North Oreenhoe, £6. 6a. 4d. 
The othei-s which reach or surpass the average for the 
county are, Eai-sham, £5. 18s. Hd. ; East Flegg, £5. ISs. 7d. ; 
Wayland, £5. 14fi. Od.; Grimshoe. £5. 13s, 5d.; Rapping, 
£5, lis. 9d.] Tuustead. £4. Itts. lOd.; Brotbercross, 
£4. 18s. 7d. ; Mitford, A4. 18s. 4rf, It thus appears 
that the three most westerly hundreds of the county 
occupy a distinctly leading position, the highest average 
by far being attained in the extensive hundred of 
Freebridge, If, on the other band, we take the hundreds 
which cncii-cle the city of Norwich, we find them 
standing quite at the bottom of the list, Taverham and 
Hunibleyard with forty-two townships between them 
having the two lowest averages in the county, £2, 10a. lOd. 
and £2. 10s. Od, ; whCe Blofield with £3, 10s. Od., Henstead. 
£3. I7e. 7d , and Forehoe, £3. 10s. lrf„ are all as much below 
the average as the hundreds round Lynn are above it. 
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' How are we to explain these facts ? Plainly, they are 
inconsistent with the theory that the high position of 
Norfolk among tlie English counties, in 1334, was in any 
way due to the opuJence of the City of Norwich. Nor, 
again, in the face of these statistics can it be assigned 
to manufacturing industry in country villages. Commer- 
cial intercourse with Flanders must, no doubt, have 
contributed towards it. But even in this respect the 
matter is not altogether clear. The facts with regard to 
its three great towns are suggestive. Lynn, though in 
point of assessment the lowest of the three, appears to 
have been in decidedly the most favourable position. 
All around it were nourishing townships, and we may 
reasonably gather that the outlet and the sources of 
supply were mutually supporting each other. But if 
this were so in the neighbourhood of Lynn, why not 
elsewhere ? Yarmouth, the highest assessed of all, stands, 
in its own district, alone in its prosperity, and as to 
Norwich, it sits on its supposed thi-one of eminence, 
isolated, amidst a surrounding of the least prosperous 
districts of the whole county. How are we to account 
for this ? Was the outgoing trade of Yarmouth drawn 
almost exclusively from Norwich, and did Norwich 
absorb all its imports ? Even so. why did not the forma- 
tion of the supply at Norwich, and the distribution there 
of the treasures of Flanders and Burgundy make Norwich 
a centre of beneficent influence to the surrounding 
districts ? These are questions to which our document 
does not help us to give an answer. 

Before, however, we definitely accept the theory that 
the western hundreds of the county were in a more 
prosperous condition tlian the eastern, it is necessary 
to consider the question from another point of view, 
that of the acreage or area. Now a line drawn from 
a little to the east of Wells on the north to Lopham 



252 

on the south (where the Little Ouse starts its course 
westward, and the Waveney ita course eaatwards) will 
exactly divide the county into two portions as nearly 
equal m possible in point of area. Four of the hundreds, 
North Qreenhoe, Mitford, Shivaphani, and Guiltcrosa, are 
divided by this line. Without making too minute a 
calculation of the townships on either side of the line, 
it will be sufficiently fair to place North Greenhoe and 
Shropham on the western sidu, and Mitford and Gniltcross 
on the eastern. We then arrive at the interesting result 
tliat the combined assessment of the western division 
is £1583. 168. 7|d, while that of the eastern is 
£1640. 5e. 10|d., a difference of little more than £56. 
We should, tlierefore, conclude that if the valuation 
depended on agiicultural produce, as I believe it did, 
the conditions on the whole tended to equalize them- 
selves throughout the whole county. If the hundreds 
bod been more equal in size, and the townships included 
in them more equal in number, their assessment would 
have been fairly equal. It is in this inequality thai 
the great difference lies. In the division we have jusi 
mode there are on the west of tlie dividing line bul 
eleven hundreds, while on the east there are twenty-one 
The eleven western hundreds contain 239 t6wDships 
averaging in assessment £6. I2s. Gd. per township 
whereas the twenty-one eastern hundreds contain ill 
townships, which average only £S. IDs. 6d. It appeal's 
then, that the superior valuation of the western town 
ships, as compared with the eastern, depended at leas 
to some extent on their greater area. The eosten 
division of the county was much more thickly Btudde< 
over with separate village organizations than the west 
Of course this had nothing to do with the time oi 
conditions which we are now considering. It was thi 
result of the original settlement of Angles and Donee 
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What ia apparent from this assessment is that 239 
townships in the western half of the county were 
estimated at the same value as 415 occupying an 
equal area in the eastern. How far the density of the 
population corresponded with the density of the town- 
ships, could only be found by an examination of the 
lists of contributors in earlier assessments. Probably it 
■would bo found that the east was more thickly peopled 
than the west. If so, it follows that the people were 
poorer. At all events, it would seem natural to suppose 
that in the larger townships the ownership and occupancy 
of the land would be in possession of fewer people, and 
if they couki pay as much as where the owners and 
tenants were more numerous, they must have been 
proportionately wealthier. In any case the Marshland 
and some of the adjoining townships must be looked 
upon as exceptionally wealthy. On these matters more 
information may, perhaps, be found some day in the 
Inventories of earlier assessments, and in the numerous 
Manorial Extents, Rentals, and BailifTs' Account Bolls, 
which lie scattered in public and private muniment 
rooms throughout the county. 

Meanwhile, one thing may be accepted as certain. 
Whatever causes the prosperity of the county rested on, 
they operated in the west, so far as personal wealth 
was concerned, to a greater extent than they were 
doing elsewhere. And they were, fundamentally, agri- 
culturaL We can hardly be wrong in concluding that 
wool-growing, for a foreign market, was still the chief 
source of wealth. The Marshland townships flourished 
on their pastures, and, perhaps, the more upland districts 
of that part of the county, with its extensive open 
heaths, owed some at least of their prosperity to large 
sheep-walks. These details must be left till local 
documents throw light upon them. 
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On the whole, we may remark tliat perhaps tlie chief 
interest of this document lies in the fact that it enahlcs 
us to take a purview of the county at a specially critical 
epoch. It shews us wliat had been, and what might 
reasonably have been expected to be, had not the im- 
mediate future falsified all expectations. We catch sight 
of the condition of the county when the healthy 
agricultural and economic progress of the thii-tecnth 
and early fourteentli centuries bad not yet received its 
fatal check. And here it is important to observe that, 
although in comparison with the abundant wealth 
of Freebridge, Smithdon, and Clackclose, the condition 
of many of the other hundreds seems meagre and 
poor, we must not be misled. Everywhere we find 
villages, which have long since ceased to have a separate 
existence, capable of bearing at least a moderate, in 
many cases a very Fair, burden of assessment. Even 
where there is no evidence of general prosperity in a hun- 
dred there is no suggestion of any general decay. The 
lowest assessment of any township, about 20s., represents 
poflsessions in moveable goods to the value of £15, 
a sum equivalent to at least £200 in our own day ; 
and, OS we have seen, the average maintained throughout 
the whole county was nearly five times that amount. 
This accords with what we know from other sources. 
Subinfeudation in the previous century had created a 
large number of free landowners. And on tlie manorial 
estates, not only the"libere tenentes," but the "villani,") 
were universally in possession of houses and lands helfl 
in farm, the profits of which were practically their o m i T . 
Even in many cases, "nativi" themselves were holding 
lands on the same terms as those who were free in 
bii-th. All these had their stock and their goods as 
well as the manorial lord. It would probably be found 
that the rich assessments in Marshland were largely 



confcri bated to by tenants in villainage and even in 
personal serfdom. A corroboration of this view of the 
general distribution of a fair amount of competence 
may be found in the analysis of the comparative 
valuations of the townships. If we divide them into 
five classes we find that of townships assessed (1) at 
£15 and upwards there are 13; (2) at between £10 
and £14 there are 43; (3) between £5 and £9 there 
are 175 ; (4) between £2 and £4 there are 328 ; and 
(5) under £2 there are 94. Only one is assessed at 
less than 20a. By far the larger number, therefore, of 
the townships occupied a medium position, comparatively 
few being either exceptionally wealthy or very poor. 

So far as could be judged at tliat time, this healthy 
progress shewed every sign of being maintained. No 
shadow of the Black Death had yet come over the land. 
No definite sign of a great economic change had yet 
revealed itself The only apparent sign of what the 
future was to bring forth was in the gradual develop- 
ment of a native manufacture of woollen cloth. On 
this point a few words may be said. In a previona 
paper in this volume'' I have ventured to question its 
introduction into the city of Norwich up to the end 
of the thirteenth century. It is true that a com- 
mencement of the industry had been already made 
in the county. That " panni de Worthstede " and " panni 
de Aylsham" are mentioned in 1301, is a sufficient 
proof that cloth, whether of wool or linen, was 
manufactured at those places, and may have been some 
time before. Moreover, between 1310 and 1320 a 
" Worthstede Kowe " begins to be mentioned in Norwich. 
So far, indeed, had the native trade advanced, that in 
1331 Norwich had been made one of the " staple " towns, 
to the vexation of its neighbour, Great Yarmouth. But 




the evidence of this assessmont seems to shew that at 
present this industry had not produced any appreciable 
effect either on the city of Norwich or the surrounding 
district. The local prosperity of Worstead and Aylsham 
was not shared to any extent by the other townships 
around them. The great impulse given to this industry 
in Norfolk must, it seems, be almost exchisively dated 
from the immigration of Flemish weavers at the invi- 
tation of Queen Philippa, whicli, according to Blomefield, 
took place within two or three years after this asaessment 
wa^ made. 

No one in 1334 could have foreseen what the immediate 
future had in store. Had speculative companies existed 
in those days it seems likely that the prospects of 
Lynn and Yarmouth might have taken their fancy 
rather than those of Norwich. They might have 
regarded with some alarm the possible silting up of 
Yarmoutli harbour, but Lynn at all events seemed on 
the high road to pre-eminent prosperity. How little 
would they have foreseen the great pestilences and 
foreign wars which were so soon to cast a blight on 
all the economic progress of two hundred years, or, 
on the other hand, the immense development of manu- 
facturing industry. 



Ef)E Ssstssmeut as teliucEli in tf)f Jiftfcntij 
Centutg. 

As is well known, the general prosperity of England 
received a very serious check in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, and the assessment as settled in 1334 
became intolerably burdensome to a large number of 
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townships.*' In accoi-dance with tlie practice of the 
times in financial matters, Farhamcnt met the rliiScuJty, 
not by a fresh assessment, but by allowing a reduction 
on the old liat, which was supposed in theoiy still to 
hold good. The reduction was first made in 11 Hen. VI. 
(14^2).' In that year a deduction of £4,000 was allowed 
on the total amount of the tax of £38,000. ITiis proved 
to be insufficient, and in 1449 ' the allowance was in- 
creased to £6,000, at which sura it remained permanently 
fixed. In other ways the tax failed to produce the old 
amount, and soon after the miiidle of the century it was 
calculated at £31,000 instead of over £38,000. The 
deduction was described as made " for the relief of poor 
towns, cities, and boroughs, desolate, wasted, or destroyed, 
or over greatly impoverished, or else to the said tax 
over greatly charged." It was granted rateably to each 
county according to the proportion of its contribution to 
the whole amount of the tax. Each county Lad per- 
mission to deal with its own allowance, making a 
detailed return to the King's Exchequer. It might be 
supposed from the language just quoted that it was 
intended for places specially auflering from temporary 
catastrophe or (from local causes) on the verge of dis- 
solution. Official documents, however, in the middle 
ages generally have their colours laid on with an 
unsparing hand, and the county of Norfolk having got 
its due allowance proceeded to deal with it in a practical 
manner for the general benefit of all its members. The 
details of the operation have, imfortunately, not been 
preserved, but the general result is recorded in the Book 
of Pleas. It may have been with a view to carrying it 

' The U.X, M granted, was frequently two tentliB, aometiiiiGH two Utotha 
and a halt. 
• Dowell'g HUlary of Taialiou, i. 123. 
'/*,, p. 128. 



out that the original liat of the' old asseastnent was 
made, from which the copy we are diacuseing was takeo. 
The deductions are not part of the ori^nal copy, but 
are entered ia a somewhat later hand. The mistakes 
and omisaiona liave been rectified by collation with 
Subaidy Rolla in the Public Record Office, and the liat 
appeai-s to be perfect. 

The total amount of the tax {without deductions) was 
rather more than £38,000.* Towards this Norfolk con- 
tributed £3,*86. 148. 6d. This approximates very nearly 
to one-eleventh, and would entitle the county to a 
Bimilar proportion of the allowance of £6,000, say about 
£545, The amount of deduction actually accounted tor 
is £543. 128. 43rf., which may be taken as the fnll 
amount of the allowance. But it must be observed that 
there is an important omission of any allowance to 
Yarmouth, which deserves notice. We shall see presently 
that Yarmouth won frequently, perhaps constantly, ex- 
empted by special favour from the payment of this tax. 
There seems little doubt that the exemption was not 
charged upon the county allowance, so tiiat the rest of 
the county benefited bo far by the decay of its principal 
seaport. When we come to examine how the allowance 
was apportioned, we find that, as in the a-sseasiuent. tlie 
toiviisliipa were dealt with in their respective hnndroda, 
If we take the division of the county in two halves, as 
we did before, it appeani that the deductions allowed to 
the western half (including Lynn) are £267. 1«. SJtt., 
while those allowed to the eastern half (including Norwich) 
are £276. 11». l]rf. We should have gathered from this 
that the county dealt with its hundreds as the Crown 
did with the counties, and apportioned their alIowsnoe« 
to the amoimt of their respective contributions to the 



■ Topluin, Arthanhfi* lii. 3S9, girei it, in 1373, u £SR,no. B(. I^d. 
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tax. It is probable tliat this was the foundation of their 
action, but it was evidently mueh modified in its details. 
The normal amount of deduction was rather lesa than 
one-sixth. By the exclusion of Yarmouth it may be 
taken at that amount. Only seven of the hundreds 
received just that deduction. Most of them receive from 
one-fifth to one-seventh. Holt stands at one extreme 
with a reduction of nearly one-fourth, while at the other 
is East Flegg, with no more than one-eleventh ; and 
Taverham, Walshara, and Diss are scarcely more liberally 
dealt witL It may be surmised that the coimty was 
snb-divided into perhaps three groups of hundreds, the 
western hundreds forming one group and the eastern 
two, the wealthier hundreds in each group being balanced 
against the poorer. There are some indications of such 
a course having been adopted,' and it would manifestly 
give the Commissioners a freer hand. 

When we proceed to enquire on what principle the 
distinction was made between the hundreds, we are 
unable to detect anything (except in one case) which 
indicates any great change in the conditions of the 
county, beyond tJie general decay. Nearly five-sixths of 
the whole number of townships receive some deduction, 
in many hundreds all or nearly all the townships having 
a share. The most conspicuous exceptions to this rule 
are Taverham, where twelve out of eighteen, and West 
Flegg, where seven out of fourteen townships have no 
allowance made to them. The one case where a plain 
cause for a large allowance may be assigned is that of 
the hundred of Holt, which owes its position as the 
most favourably treated hundred in the county to the 
liberal allowances made to Snitterley, which has an 



» Per inaU 
leu \haa thr 
Erpingb^Lin 1 



iM, Etut Flegg, West Flegg*, uid North Erpingham receive 
r share ; but Happing and Tiuutead havo more, uid Soutli 
u tha nonDBl one-aitth. 
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abatement of £5 out of £12, antl Wiveton one of £7 
out of £13. In other cases local causes were at work 
which might, no doubt, be explained by local history. 

So far as a judgment can bo formed of the general 
condition of the county and the relative wealth of its 
various parts, they did not differ niaterialiy from those 
we have found existent in 1334 The whole prosperity 
of the county was plainly on a lower level, but there 
is no evidence that the old agricultmul conditions had 
yet to any extent given place to new. It is true that 
we are dealing only with deductions, and have no means 
of knowing what places might reasonably have borne 
an increase of taxation. But when we find places which 
received no allowance only few and far Ijetween, we 
are justified in concluding that in no part of the 
county was there any extensive revival to compensate 
for tlie general deterioration. If, for instance, woollen 
manufacture had given pi-oK table employment to large 
numbers of pei-sons, it would have shewn itaelf in 
some of the eastern hundreds, but it does not appear 
where it might be expected. The intlustry, which hod 
flourished after the arrival of the Flemings, was Buffering 
from the general blight that htmg over the country, 
and hafi to wait for another century and a fresh 
influx of aliens, before it i-evived in the reign of Queen 
E]izal)etli. 

The most interesting feature in this part of our subject 
is the treatment which vras dealt out to tlic tliree great 
towns of Norwich, Yarmouth, and Lynn, Norwich had 
an abatement of more than one-tenth, Lynn of nearly 
one-seventh, and Yamionth was entirely exempted.* 

• It WBB exempted ia SI Qeo. VI. i 1 ind 9 Ed*. IV. ; 2, S, T, uid IS 
Uon. VII. ; 3, 6, 7, 26, 32, uid 37 Ben. VIII.— Swinden, Siittr^ >/ 
01. Yarmaitlli, 3S8. I cannot haar of any minor nbRtement being it any 
time reoorded ia the Subaidj RoILr, 



The latter place had suffered severely from the immense 
expense of keeping open its harbour. A similar un- 
fortunate fate had fallen upon Suitterley (Blakeney) 
and its immediate neighbour, Wiveton. With regard to 
Norwich and Lynn, and also to Yannouth, it must be 
remembei-ed that the tax we are considering had by 
this time lost a great deal of the inipoi'taiice it had 
possessed in 1334. Indirect taxation in the way of 
customs on wool and other articles of merchandize 
was a more profitable source of national income than 
this failing direct tax, and this consideration may help 
to modify our opinion of the actual condition of these 
towns, and perhaps some other places also. Before 
1334 a merchant's increase of stock would Lave appeared 
at the annual assessraout, but it thd not appear in 
the subsequent returns of that tax when permanently 
fixed. A large amount of wealth might accumulate 
in the hands of a limited number of merchants without 
shewing itself on these lists. That this was the ca-se 
is more than probable. Two facts point in this direction. 
One is this, — in response to a demand from the king 
in 1397 a number of cities and towns made contributions. 
London, of course, heads the list with £6666. IBs. id., 
then comes Bristol with £800, and then Norwich with 
£333. 68. 8d. After that follows Boston with £300, 
and then Lynn with £266. 13^. id. Yarmouth comes 
some way down with £66. 13a, id." The other fact 
is gathered from the return of the Collection of the 
Poll Tax of 1377." From that return it appears that the 
required id. was contributed in Norwich by 3,952 persons, 
in Lynn by 3,152 persons, and in Yarmouth by 1,911. 
These facts are suggestive, — they seem to show that the 

' Lilt ia Conningliam'B Orattlh a/ Engluh tndiutry and Commirci, i. 343. 

• See Tophaiii'i Subiidy RoU of SI E. III. in Arch^ralasia, vol. vii. p. 310. 
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earlier pre-eminence of Yarmouth in personal wealth was 
due to the valuation of the stock possessed by the owners 
of its "SO ships with forecastles and 140 ships without 
forecastles".' From that high estate it had greatly fallen. 
Meanwhile Lynn had been following hard upon Norwich. 
Both places, as well as Yarmouth, had suffered heavily 
from the great plagues, and perhaps in 1377 had hardly 
recovered. But by 1396 they were both plainly in the 
way of prosperity. The next half-century was not a 
favourable period, yet we cannot imagine that either of 
them shared in the deduction of the Tenths and Fif- 
teenths because they could not afford to pay the old 
amount. On the plea, no doubt, that they were being 
taxed in other ways, they were not above relieving 
themselves of a portion of this particular burden. 

It only remains to add that no further alteration of 
this Tax was made till it was finally discontinued in 
1623, When, after the Reformation, charitable bequests 
ceased to flow into the old religious channels, it was 
not uncommon for lands to be left in country parishes, 
the profits of which were to go to freeing the inhabi- 
tants for ever from the payment of the " King's Taske " 
or Tax, the " Tenths and Fifteenths " which had once 
formed the foundation of the national taxation. 

1 SwindKu'i Great Tarmmlh, p. 390. 



¥ 



Wtit 9s8JSsment of j^ocfolft for Kftitlis ana Jftfteciulis 
in 1334, DJitlJ t&c iBcliucttons ma6e in 1449. 



(From tho Norwich Both of PUai, tolioB Ixi.-liT.). 



Hec Indentura facta, inter Willelmum, Priorem de 
Norwico, ex una parte, ot Thomam de Blaston, Clericum, 
ex altera assignatos per commissionem Domini Regis 
ad tractandum supor decimam a Civitatibus Burgis et 
Donainicis ipsiiis Domini Regis et xv"" a communitate 
Comitatus Norff." tam infi-a lil>ertates quam extra ad opus 
dicti Domini Regis Anno regni aui octavo, concordajid' vel 
assidend' de circumspectione venerabilis patris W., Episcopi 
Norwicensis, si ad hoc vacare possit, testatur quod summe 
in eatlem Indentura contente de villia et locis ibidem 
specificatis dicto Domino Begi debentur ad opus eiuadem 
per prefatum Priorem levand' et per eundem dicto 
Domino Regi solvend' ad scaccarium suum videlicet tinam 
medietatem in crastino Epiphanie Domini proximo 
future et aliam medietatem in quindena purilicationis 
beatc Marie proximo sequeutis : Et sciendum est quod 
predicti Prior et Thomas in dicto negocio de avisamento 
dicti patris pro maiore parte et procesa' et totdus 
Bolucionis pecunie predicte assignanint supradictos pro 
eo quod primus terminus soIucioniB eiusdem in com- 
missioue predicta specificatus transaetus fuit antequam 
commissio ilia ad prefatum Priorem perveoit In cuius 
rei testimonium huie indenture cirographate in presentia 
dicti venerabilis patris predicti Prior et Thomas sigilla 
sua altematim apposuerunt. Script ad Norwicum in 
crastino Nativitatis Domini anno regni dicti Domini 
Regis Bupradicto. 

T 2 



l^Tra^islation-. — This ladenttire made between William,' 
Prior of Norwich, of the one part, and Thomas de Blaston, 
clerk, of the other, assigned ' by commission of the Lord 
King to treat concerning a Tenth from the Cities, Boroughs, 
and Demesnes of the said Lord King, and a Fifteenth 
from the Commonalty of the County of Norfolk as 
well within liberties as without, to the use of the said 
Lord King, in the eighth year of his reign, to be 
agreed and assessed by the supervision of the venerable 
Father W.,* Bishop of Norwich, if he have leisure* for 
this purpose, testifies that the sums in the said Indenture 
contained are due from the towns and places therein 
specified to the said Lord King to his use, to be levied 
by the aforesaid Prior and by bim to be paid to the 
said Lord King at his exchequer, to wit, one moiety 
on the morrow ' of the Epiphany of the Lord next 
ensuing, and the other moiety in the quindene" of the 
Purification of the Blessed Mary next following : And 
it is to be known that the aforesaid Prior and Thomas 
in the said business by advice of the said Father for 
the more part both of the process and of the whole 



' 'William de Clarion, Prior front 1326 to 1314. n[ Tbomaa de BUMon I 
can And no local mention. There is n place of thnt i imn in Leiceaterature. 

' The collection at the tai is put into tho hnnds of the Prior and Thonuw 
de BUaton, who, haring Bniuhed their work, aicliBngU with one anothui 
the two parta of an indenture by vay uf checking vneh other's proowHlingB. 

' William do Ayremino, Bishop from 13'26 — 1336. 

* This whole transHcUon ia highly auggustiva of the times whan it took 
place. Two high eccleaiaatics aro aet to naecaa, collect, nod pay the tai. 
The time hod not yet come when there were Inymcn aufficii-nlly tmned 
and educated to uiidartntie euch work. 8uch a claaa, howerer, was riung 
up. Thomas de Blaaton, ''clerk," inay have been a clerk of the Exchequer, 
only nominally in eecleaiaatlcal orders. The m^Dtioa of the Biahop'* 
" loiHure " refers, no doubt, to other ofBcial work in which be waa engaged 
tor the king. 

' Tth January, 1S3J. 

B The fortnight from 2nd to leth February. 
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payment of the aforesaid money, have assigned the 
above-mentioned [terms] for tliat the first term ' of 
the said payment specified in the aforesaid commission 
was past liefore the commission came to the aforesaid 
Prior. In witness wliereof, to this Indenture in the 
form of a chirograph * in the presence of the said 
Venerable Father, the aforesaid Prior and Thomas have 
interchangeably set their seals. Written at Norwich on 
the morrow o£ the Nativity of the Lord in the aforesaid 
eighth year of the reign of the said Lord King.] 

' TbU eiploiutian il quito amnhilligible bb it aUdiIs here. Its nipaiiiiig 
U ucertained hy a camparison with the wrll. previoiuly iuaed by the kiiig- 
[The oomuponiling writ for the county ol Dorw't will be (ound m Satuli 
FarliamiHlerHni [Record CommiuioD) ii. W.] Tho grant had been voted bjr 
Parliament on the Monday after the Exaltation o[ the Holy Cross (Uth 
September), and the liatea of payment named in Uie writ wore, tor one 
half the morrow of St, Kicholus, i*.r., DecL'mbet 7lh. and for the other 
half the quindene of the Piirifiestion, tia stated here. The (.-om mission, 
however, did not reach tbe Prior till after Iho first date was passed. Yet 
within three weeks, on December S6th. tliis indenture wni drawn and 
ligned, with a complete Ust of nil tho eum^ due from every one of GoS 
plaoes, and the first half of the money was aatuolly paid by January 7lh, 
a proof, surely, that tho organization of tho country for flual purpocM 
wai by no means contemptible, 

' Chirugraphum (handwriting) was n word generally written 
in long eeparat*^ letters across tbe parchment, and through the middle 
of all the letters tbe indimlatian dividing the parchment into two part« 
was rnadu. Each part was an oiuct duplicate of the other, and each party 
set his seal to tho portion which tbe other party kept. The original 
meaning of an indenture hns become so lost, that the curious mny he 
interested to know that iu the admirable Muniment Boom provided by tbe 
Corporation of Norwich in the new Castle Museum, may be seen several 
specimens of tbo two parls of an indenture, which by some chance have 
both found a resting-place there, the teeth of whi(^h fit with the groateit 
aiaotnesa into each other. 
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T^f<im 1 ly " 


¥*!/>• 


AaBemnent. 1S34. 




Dednctioiifl, 


Reduced 


ESTFL, 


EG. 


^ 






0.1449. 


ft BBcmmfint 






£. <. 


d. 


£. «. d. 


Haringby 


- 


xl- 


2 





— 


2 


Thirkeby ^ 


- 


1- 


2 10 





— 


2 10 


Scrouteby 


- 


c« 


5 







5 


Mauteby 


- 


•«j ••*. ••••Ji 


6 13 


4 


XUJ* lUJ* 


6 


Stokesby 


- 


cx« 


5 10 





X" 


5 


ffileby - 


- 


- ix" 


9 





XX* 


8 


Ormiflby 


- 


- xM x« 


10 10 





XX vj* viij<* 


9 3 4 


Oastre - 


- 


- viij" 


8 





XX' 


7 


Bunbam- 


- 


• •••11 «•••_ 

- 1113" mj" 


4 4 





vu3» 


3 16 



Summa liij" vij* iiij* £53 7 4 iiij" xviij- £48 9 4 



WESTFLEG. 

Hemesby --ix" 900 lx» 600 

Estsomerton - - ciiij* 5 4 xiiij* 4 10 

Clipsby --- (f500 -— 500 

Ouby - . - xxx« 1 10 — 1 10 

Bastwike - - xxxiiij* 1 14 — 1 14 

Billokeby - - xliiij- 2 4 — 2 4 

Martham - - ix»xiiij- 9 14 xl' 7 14 

Burgh - - - cvj" viij^ 5 6 8 x» 4 16 8 

Westsomerton - - viij" viij'' 8 8 xx'iiij^* 7 4 

Eolisby - - - vij^ ix» 7 9 xx» 6 9 

Beppis - - - iiij" v« 450 — 450 

Askeby - - - xxx" 1 10 x" 10 

Thirne - - - xxviij' 18 -- 18 

Wynterton - - vj" xv" 6 15 — 6 15 

Sm» lxix"mj<i £69 4 viij"xiiij"iiij^ £60 6 



1 Thrigby. 

' In a few cases two different deductions are entered. Here is added, 
"No» de Wostsofiton q' variat'." The altematiye deduction was 
£1. 13<. id. No explanation is given. 
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APPYNG. 




ne&t, 1884. 




Dedactioni, 
0.1449. 

• • •_ 
VUJ" 

iiijw 
xl- 


Bednoed 


Sutton - 
Leaingham 
Biston - 
Wastnesham - 


- Ixviij^ 

- xlviij" 

- xij"vj« 

••• •11 • •- 

- mj" XI j" 


3 8 
2 8 

12 6 

4 12 








£. 8, d. 
3 

2 8 

8 6 

2 12 


Pallyng - 
Ecclis 


xliiij* 
- Ixxij- 


2 4 

3 12 






.... 
iiij" 


2 

3 12 


Hemsted- 
Bmnsted 


• ••••• • • •_ 

- Ixix- 


4 3 
3 9 






xxiij" 

VJ" VUJ* 


3 
3 2 4 


Hikeling - 
Walcote - 


• • •!• •• •■ 

vuj" xvuj» 
- vj" 


8 18 
6 






xxxuj" 1113 '» 
xl- 


7 4 8 
4 


Ingham - 
Stalham - 


- Ixxiiij" 

- ix" 


3 14 
9 






.... 

XUIJ* 

•••- ••••J 

xiy'uij'* 


3 

8 6 8 


Oatefeld - 
Hapesbugh 
Horsehey 
Ludham - 


- vj" xiiij« 6 14 

- ix" x« 9 10 

- xlvuj-iiijd 2 8 

- Tij"xy 7 15 




4 



xiuj* 
xxx» 

XXXY* 


6 
8 
2 8 4 
6 


Potteie hegham 


xy" vj' iiij* 


5 5 





XXT* 


4 


Sm* iiij": 


£95 6 


4 


. • .i: •_ . . • • J 

XVllJ^YJ'lUJ'* 


£77 



TAVKRHATVr. 
















Tayerham 


- xxxiij' 1113* 


1 


13 


4 


— 


1 13 


4 


Heymforde 


. . • •11 

- Ulj" 


4 








V3» viy* 


3 13 


4 


Wroxham 


- iiij" vj* 


4 





6 


-x* 


3 10 


6 


Drayton - 


xl- 


2 








— 


2 





Crostthewit - 


... • 

- XXlllj" 


1 


4 





— 


1 4 





Backheythe - 


- xlvj* viij* 


2 


6 


8 


TUJ" 


1 18 


8 


Beston - 


- xliiij" vj* 


2 


4 


6 


^' 


1 18 


6 


ffelthorp - 


xx« 


1 











1 





Newton iuxta Hor- 














sham - 


- xxxviij' 


1 


18 








1 18 





Horsham See fidis 


xlv* 


2 


5 








2 6 





Horsford 


xlv» 


2 


5 








2 6 





Spikesworth - 


- xxxiij" y* 


1 


13 


2 





1 18 


2 


Heilisdon 


XXX* 


1 


10 








1 10 





Attilbrigge 


xxvij* 


1 


7 








1 7 





fiEretenham 


lxx« 


3 


10 





xx« 


2 10 
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Ammri 


ie&t,U»4. 




Deductioiis, 
1449. 


Bednoei 


1 

nt. 






£. 8. 


d. 


%i« A M WW • 


£. t. 


d. 


Horstede - iiij"xviij» 


4 18 








4 18 





Sprouston 


^'' 


6 





XXX* 


4 10 





Catton - - - 


Xl' 


2 





— 


2 





Sm» xly^xri 


£45 15 


2 


... ... • • • J 


£41 14 


6 


BLOFETiT). 














Southbirlingham iiij" xiij" iiij** 4 13 


4 


Xllj* lUJ'* 


4 





Witton - 


• •• • 

xxxmj" 


1 14 





.... 

UIJ* 


1 10 





Lympenhowe & 














Southwode - 


lx« 


3 





— 


3 





Posewike 


IxTiij- iiij* 3 13 


4 


• • • • • • • ■ 

xiy* my 


3 





Thorp & Pokethorp 


xlyij* 


2 7 





vij* 


2 





Liugwod 


Ixiij* 


3 3 





yj* vuj'* 


2 16 


4 


Northbirlingham - 


lxxy« 


3 15 





▼• 


3 10 





ffrethorp 


Ixix- 


3 9 





ix* 


3 





Bokenham f erie cum 














Hasyngham 


Ixxvj* 


3 16 





xvj* 


3 





Oantele ... 


Tj« 


6 





xl* 


4 





Brundale 


Iviij" 


2 18 





TU]' 


2 10 





Plumstead parya - 


xxij" 


1 2 





ij- 


1 





Plumst^ead magna - 


liiij* 


2 14 





X' 


2 4 





Breideston & Strum- 














peshagh 


cij* 


5 2 





«]■• 


4 10 





Blofeld - 


CUJ* 
Lljd 


6 3 





xuj'mj'^ 


4 9 


8 


Sm» lij" ix' Ti 


£52 9 


8 


vij" xix" viij** 


£44 10 





WALSH AM. 














Hemlington - 


xl« 


2 





— 


2 





Walsham 


T3"x« 


6 10 





X* 


6 





Wichampton - 


Ix* 


3 





X* 


2 10 





Mouton 


lx« 


3 





— 


3 





Beghton 


liiij. 


2 14 





. . • . 

mj* 


2 10 





Timstale 


C" 


5 







4 1 


8 


flpyshele - - - 


xxviij* 


1 8 





— 


1 8 





Halvergate 


Ixvj- 


3 6 





Tj' 


3 





Eandeworth & Tank's 


iiij" V 


4 5 





TJ* VUJ** 


3 18 


4 




' PanxwortlL 


t 
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AlWOMIHBUt 


, 1884. 




Deduetiont, 

A. 1440 


Bednoed 






£. 


8. 


d. 


v« AV«v« 


£. 8, d. 


Ocle 


- vy"xvj' 


4 


16 





xvj* 


7 


Bodham ^ 


- iiij" XV' 


4 


15 





XV 


4 


Upton - 


- mj"xuj'xj** 


4 


13 


11 


• • • - •-! 

XUJ' XJ** 


4 


Woodbastwick 


xliiij' 
xj* £ 


2 


4 





VJ' VUJ** 


1 17 4 


Sm» Pxj- 


;50 11 


11 


v^ vj' vij** 


£45 5 4 


LODENE. 














Lodene - 


x'^ ix» ix* 


10 


9 


9 


Ix' 


7 9 9 


Hardele - 


Ix- 


3 








Xlllj' 


2 6 


Laongele 


ex" ij<* 


5 


10 


2 


XXX' ij** 


4 


Mundham 


cx» vj<* 


5 


10 


6 


. • « • 

XXUIJ" 


4 6 6 


Hedenham 


• • • •!• 


4 








Xlllj' 


3 6 


Thweyt - 


XXX' 


1 


10 





— 


1 10 


Helgheton 


- xxvj«viij<* 


1 


6 


8 


— 


16 8 


Aysheby 


- xxviij' 


1 


8 





— 


1 8 


Ohategrave 


xl'jd 


2 





1 


XV j' 


1 4 1 


Sithyngg 


- mj" xiij' 


4 


13 





XX' 


3 13 


Carleton 


Ixvij' x** 


3 


7 


10 


xvij' x** 


2 10 


Broome - 


Ivij* 


2 


17 





vij' 


2 10 


Langhale 


lxxj« 


3 


11 





xvij' 


2 14 


Claxton - 


Ixx- 


3 


10 





XX' 


2 10 


Thurton - 


xl« 


2 








V3' vuj** 


1 13 4 


Alpington 


- XXX vj" 


1 


16 





X' 


16 


Bhedingham - 


Ixxiij' ij** 


3 


13 


2 


^j- 


3 1 2 


Topcroft - 


- lUjl* XIJ* 


4 


12 





XX' 


3 12 


Ditchingham - 


• • • •,. • . 

- UIJ^ IJ' 


4 


2 





^j- 


3 16 


Wodeton - 


Ixxvj' 
^ xiij- ii- i 


3 


16 





xij- 


3 4 


Sm* Ixxij 


;72 13 


2 


xv^ yi' viii'* 


£57 6 6 



KNATJEEYNG.* 

Elingham - - iii^ju xiiy' 4 14 xiiij' 4 

Brooke - - - Ixxvij' vj*^ 3 17 6 vij' vj'* 3 10 

Hekingham - - Iv 2 15 x' 2 5 

Wynston- - - xxvj' 1 6 xiiij- 12 

« So spelt ; perhaps a mistake of the copyist for Bedham. 

B GlaTering. 
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Amama 


lU IBM. 




Dednotioiii, 


Bedneed 












c. 1449. 


AMSSBDCnt. 






£. 8, 


"rf. 


£. s. d. 


Norton - 


- 




4 4 


4 


vuj- vuy 


3 16 8 


Halifl - 


- 


!• 


2 10 





X- 


2 


Aldeby - 


m 


. ••• •• • • 


7 4 





xliiij* 


5 


Wyndele - 


m 


xxvij' uy** 


1 7 


4 


. • « . • • • 
Yij- inj'* 


10 


Stokton - 


- 


vj»y 


6 5 





xl- 


4 6 


Gylingham 


wm 


lx» iiij'* 


3 


4 


Xlllj* 


2 6 4 


Toft Monachonim 


m 


cxij* 


5 12 





— 


5 12 


Bergh & Apeton 


m 


• ••_ ••••• 

cxuj" mj'* 


5 13 


4 


xxyj- vuj** 


4 6 8 


Hadiscoo Thorp 


- 


Ixxiiij" 


3 14 





— 


3 14 


Kyrkeby - 


- 


cviij' 


5 8 





Tiy' 


6 


Thiirverton 


- 


Ixxj- 


3 11 





»]•• 


3 


Bolvenighant - 


- 


cviij' xj'* 


5 8 


11 


• •• ••••• 

xuj- iiy** 


4 16 7 


Qaet Acre 


- 


Ixx- 


3 10 





X" 


3 


Geldeston 


- 


Ixx- 


3 10 





XX- 


2 10 


Howe 


Ixij- 
' xij- ix«» i 


3 2 





XX- 


2 2 


Sm* Ixx^i 


;76 12 


9 


• • •!: • • •« *A 

xiij''xvuj-v3'* 


£62 14 3 


DEPWADB. 














Bonewell 


- 


^" 


6 





xuj- m}^ 


5 6 8 


Molton - 


- 


CXlllj' 


5 14 





••• •- 
xii^- 


5 


Waketon 


- 


xlyj' viij* 


2 6 


8 


— 


2 6 8 


Aslacton 


- 


XXXYJ- 


1 16 





XX- 


16 


Stratton - 


- 


vj" x» 


6 10 





xuj- mj'* 


5 16 8 


Herdwyke 


- 


xxviij' 


1 8 







1 8 


Tasburgh 


- 


lxv» 


3 5 





V- 


3 


flProton - 


- 


iiij" 


4 





X- 


3 10 


Shelton - 


- 


IXY" 


3 5 





VUJ* 


2 17 


Homenhale - 


- 


vij^' ij' 


7 2 





xij' 


6 10 


flPundonhale - 


^ 


xlvj- 


2 6 








2 6 


Eodo Carloton 


M ^ 


•15 • •• •_ 

7J^ XIUJ" 


6 14 





.... 

XIUJ- 


6 


Tacolneston - 


- 


Ix- 


3 





X- 


2 10 


ffomesett 


- 


iiij" x- 


4 10 





XX' 


3 10 


Momingthorp 


- 


liij- 


2 13 





XX- 


1 13 


Disshewell 


- 


xxxiiij' 


1 14 





• • •• 

TllJ- 


1 6 


Thirston 


- 


vj" ij- 


6 2 





XXX- 


4 12 


Hapton - 


- 


1" 


2 10 







2 10 


Tybenhaiu 


^Xj 


cxV xj'* 


5 15 


11 


XX- 


4 15 11 


Sm* Ixxvji^ 


76 11 


7 


X'' xvij" yny ; 


£65 13 11 







£. 1. 


d. 


■ 


Newton onm Travm 


xlviij* 


2 8 





Tiij- 


ftamelingbaro Picot 


1- 


2 10 





— 


Caatre 


iTJ- 


2 16 





,j. 


Kyrkeby Bardoit - 


TJM"" 


6 13 


4 


XX* 


Bokelond 


cuij' 


6 4 





xxiiij* 


BiBkel* - - - 


xxij'ij^ 


1 2 


2 


— 


fframelingham 










ComitiB 


xxziiij' 


1 U 





— 


Telverton 


»1' 


2 





— 


Wytlyngham - 


lYJ- 


2 16 





'J' 


Surlingham - 


Tj" iiij" 


6 4 





xij- 


Amerjnghale - 


ixvj- viij 


I 6 


8 


— 


Saztyngbam - 


vij^TJ-Yiij- 


7 6 


8 


xxvj- Tii) 


Holveston - 


xxxviij" 


1 16 





X* 


CruduBton* - 


Ixxiij' 


3 13 





iTiij' 




Kj" 


12 





uij* iiij 


ForyngloDd - 


bl" 


3 





TJ'Tiij 






3 8 

eee is 



10 


— 


Sm* liv" xix 


ix" X' riij'' 



PPEETHEBEIGG.' 



HiUyngton ■ 


Tij-X' 


7 







XX' 


6 10 


Bauaeye - 


xxxV 


1 







■v* 


1 10 


Qtimeetoa 


xMj- 


10 







xiij- mi" 


8 


Castel By sing - 


Tj" 


6 







Ti-yiij' 


13 


Penteueye 


xl-riij" 


2 







X* 


1 18 


Tilneye - 


ixx" 


30 







il" 


28 


Anemere- 


IxV 


3 







X' 


2 10 


South Wotton - 


ixxiij- 


3 







X' 


3 S 


Walpole - 


XXXT^X* 


3S 







■riij" 


27 10 


Enemeth- 


xiij" 


13 







xxyj-viij^ 


11 13 


Congham 


ciij- 


6 







xvj* Tiij'' 


4 6 


Lenn - - 


F 


60 







rij" xiij' iiij' 


42 e 


Wiggenhale - 


xxxvij" 


37 







Ix- 


34 


■WeeUcre 


iiij"Tii' 


4 







TJ'Tiij' 


4 



• Spelt in aooOieT copy, " Cruchiatclc." It is Btoke Holy Crow. 

' Includw th» hQndiedi ol Freebridge Lynn Mid Freebridga Manhland. 



Harpele - 


- Vj" Tj- 


Utksmngham Parra - iiij'^ 


Northningetoii 


- xij" 


West Walton - 


iiiij" 


Qeywoodo cum 


Mimtell 


- Tij" 




- xij" 


Qeyton - 


. xv" 


MassiDgham Mat 


»na xij" 


Betwynche - 


• "'i" 


MiddeltoD 


- vij" 


Tyrington - 


. xl» ix- 


Suthlenn 


iTiij" 


Westnewton - 


jdix- 


AUesthorp 


. xlvj" yiij 


fflicham - - 


- xiij" 


Derraugham 


- Tij"yii' 


Babbingloe - 


. xiiij" 


Est Walton - 


- Yiij" 


Bylney - - 


liij' iiij 


WalMken 


XX vj"^ viij" 



XXTJ* viij' 


S 13 4 


iiij''xiii'iiij^ 


7 6 6 


liij' iiij^ 


12 8 8 


liij' iiij"" 


9 6 8 


vj" viij" 


3 13 4 


Uj- 


4 B C 


ilviij' 


38 1 C 


xxxiij- iiij'' 


16 6 f 


vj- Tiij- 


2 2 4 


VJ'Tiij^ 


2 ( 


xl- 


U C 


xiij'iiij- 


6 13 t 


iiju 


11 C 


ixxiij' iiij^ 


6 6 ( 



Sm' ocMxlTJ''xij' £446 12 Ixij" v" Tiij'' X384 6 



Holme - 


- xiij" X' 


Thomham 


-Vj-xiiij' 


Sharnbome - 


- iiij-x- 


BrankoeHtre - 


- viij''iiij 


Toftes - 


- iiiji* xiij' 


EyngBtod Parva 


- xliy' 


Stanhowe 


- ix^x' 


Suthmere 


Ivj 


Choeele - 


- xix-vj 


Snetoaham - 


- xii'' 




Ivj 


Dokkyng 


- xiij" 



11 


10 ( 


G 


14 ( 


3 


16 f 


8 


4 C 


3 


19 t 


1 


13 i 


7 


10 ( 
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AaMwrnent, 1884. 


"rf. 


Dednotioni, 
C1448. 


Bcdnoed 






£. t. 


£. 9, d. 


Brecham ^ 


- 


- xj" x- 


11 10 





xxvj* viij** 


10 3 4 


Hecham - 


- 


- XV]"!' 


16 10 





xl- 


14 10 


Hunstanton 


- 


- VllJ^XlJ* 


8 12 





xxxij* 


7 


Byngsted Magna 


- x" 


10 





XXX* 


8 10 


Neuton - 


- 


-mj" viij' 


4 8 





xxviij* 


3 


fl^enge - 


- 


- vij« 


7 





xxYJ* viij** 


5 13 4 


Berewike 


- 


Ixx- 


3 10 





x« 


3 


Sechford - 


- 


- XV" X* 


15 10 





vj" 


9 10 


Tichewell 


dxxij^ 


- vij" 
ixij- 


7 





XXX* 


5 10 


Sm* 


£172 12 


0xxxi"xTij-Tii]'»£140 14 4 



HUNDB' DE BBOTHEE'.i 



Sidestem 


•H • • •_ ••• • J 


6 


13 


4 


xxxuj'mj** 


5 





Shireford- 


Ix- 


3 








— 


8 





Brunham Westage 


«- xij«x« 


12 


10 





iijii X- 


9 





Testerton- 


xlW 


2 


4 





... • 

XIUJ" 


1 10 





Toftes - 


- vj" 


6 








XX" 


5 





Bermoro - 


liij- 


2 


13 





••• ■•••■ 


1 19 


8 


Brunham Norton 


- vuj'' mj* 


8 


4 





xxxiiij" 


6 10 





Depedale - 


xlv" 


2 


5 





vuj" n\y 


1 16 


8 


Pudding Norton 


xxij" 


1 


2 





— 


1 2 





Taterford- 


xHj- 


2 


2 





— 


2 2 





Estroynham - 


- vjii 


6 








XX" 


5 





Howton - 


- vj" 


6 








xuj'mjd" 


5 6 


8 


Hempton 


xl- 


2 








— 


2 





Westrudham - 


**11 •••-••••! 

-Vij"xu]»m3'» 


7 


13 


4 


xxxu3"iiij* 


6 





Southreynham 


lxv« 


3 


5 





XV" 


2 10 





Biborugh Magna 


cyj» 


5 


6 





xxvj" viij** 


3 19 


4 


VVostreynham 


cx» 


5 


10 





xl" 


3 10 





Estruddham - 


- vj» x« 


6 


10 





xuj" 1113'* 


5 16 


8 


Dunton & Dokketon iiij" ij» 


4 


2 





^j- 


3 10 





Baggethorp 


xHj- 


2 


2 





— 


2 2 





Helgheton 


- Ixvii'viij** 


3 


7 


8 


X" 


2 17 


8 


Brunham Sci dementis* x" 


10 








Ixxiiij" 


6 6 






Sm* cviij" ix" iiy 



£108 9 4 xxij" X" viij'» £85 18 8 



* Great Bircham. * Brotheroross. ' Bumham Weetgate. 

' X" vel xiij" iiij<*, * Bumham Overy. 



^ 
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^ 


^ 


^^■^ GETMEa 


„, , A-« 


neaU ISU. 


Dcdnctioni, 


X, .. d. 




£. f. d. 


Wilton - 


. i3"lii«\j 


9 12 6 


xl- 


7 12 e 


Wetin^ - 


. Vij"x' 


7 10 


xl- 


6 10 


SantoQ- 


btij* iiij* 


3 2 4 


xij- 


2 10 4 


Lineford - 


1' 


2 10 


X" 


2 


Colueaton - 


- xlv- iiij'« ob 


a a H 


iiij- 


2 1 4) 


Stanford 


- yj'x'TJ' 


6 10 6 


XX" 


6 10 6 


Croxton 


- iiij^yj-T- 


4 6 


viij* 


3 13 G 


Uuadeford - 


- Ixxvij" x' 


3 17 10 


x- 


3 7 10 


Bokenham Parra- xxviij- 


1 8 


Tj- Viij- 


1 1 4 


Methowoldo - 


- x'ixij'r' 


10 12 10 


xxTJ" yiij* 


6 9 


Itobomgh - 


- Iviij-q" 


2 IS Si 


vj-iiij'' 


2 8 111 


Weatetottea lxxiiij*yiii''ob q» 


3 14 8| 


vj- i' ob 


3 8 7^ 


StirBtoa 


- Hj'vij' 


2 12 7 


xiij' iiij'i 


1 19 3 


Cranwize 


- Ivj- viij'' 


2 16 B 


yy 


2 10 8 


flelteweU - 


^jUyj.yJob 


12 6 Si 


xxxiij' iiij'' 


10 13 U 


Northwold - 


wiij" xiii* q- 
"x" XV Vj- q' 


U 14 Oi 


xl-yiij- 
iiiji'iij'j''ob 


12 13 41 


90 16 6i X 


£76 12 4J 


MITEFOED. 








Hardin gham 


cvj- 


S 6 


rij- 


4 14 


Hokering 


- xjciriii]"' 


1 14 


■vj- 


1 8 D 


' Laxiam - 


La- 


3 10 


X' 


3 


Letton - 


Let- 


3 10 


xij- 


2 18 


Southbergh 


- xlyj. 


2 6 


vj- 


2 


Thoukston 


- iiij" 


4 


XX' 


3 


QwynbBrgli 


- Uiiij* 


3 4 


xiiij- 


a 10 


NorthtotenhniE 


- vij" «■ 


7 10 


!■ 


5 


Bstdeiham 


- xiiijii jt' 


14 10 


— 


14 10 


Shipdam - 


- x" 


10 


xiij' iiij 


9 6 8 


Wodriainge 


li- 


3 


"i* 


2 8 


i Mttteahale 


- viij'^iiij* 


8 4 


xxxiiij' 


6 10 


1 Gorveaton 


In* 


3 10 


xij- 


2 18 


Eymertton 


IlIYJ* 


3 16 


XTJ- 


3 




0- 


6 


xxvj- Tiij 


3 13 4 


Oranewortli 


1- 


a 10 


— 


2 10 


1 Wegtt6ld . 


- xUj- 


2 2 


- 


2 2 


^^^L Sm> 


•■iij" xij' 


£83 12 


si)^ iiij' 


£71 8 
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mJMYLL\« ^ 



Hedersete 

Merkeshale 

Estoarleton 

Dunston - 

Melton Magna 

Eton 

Neuton floteman 

& Kenyngham 
Erlham - 
HethiU - 
Oolneye - 
Lakenham 
Keteryngham - 
Cringelford 
Swerdeston 
Wreningham & 

Nelond 
Mulkebeiton - 
Brakne - 
Sweynstorp 
ffloredone 
Intewode 
Brakendele ^ - 
Keswike 
Melton parva - 
Heigham 

Sm* Ix^xij* 



cix' 

XXIJ" 

liiij' 



iiij" X* 



iiij" 
xHj- 

xxxiij* 

xxxiij* 

mj** mj" 



Ix- 

iiij" 
lirj- 

XXXV' 

xlix- 

IV 

xlv* 

XX" 

XXX vij* 

xxxvij' 

xlv* 



t, 1884. 

£. 9, d, 

5 9 

12 

2 14 

1 10 
4 10 
15 

4 

2 2 

2 10 
1 13 
1 13 
4 4 
1 10 

3 



4 

2 16 

1 15 

2 9 
2 15 
2 5 
10 
1 17 

1 17 

2 5 

£60 1 



Dednotioiif, 
c. 1449. 






Bednoed 



vuj* 

.... 

XIUJ* 



xuj" lUJ** 

•• • • *A 

VJ* YUJ'* 






• • • • _ 

xmj" 



xvj" 

XV' 
V 

X« 

• • •« 



£. s, d. 

4 15 8 

12 

2 6 
1 10 

3 16 
15 

3 

1 8 8 

2 3 4 
1 13 
1 6 

3 10 

1 10 

2 10 




4 




3 10 

2 

1 10 

2 9 



7 
9 




2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 



ix« 



£51 1 



ffirense - 


XXV' 


1 5 





ffersfeld - 


... . 

. xxxui()' 


1 14 





Dicleborgli 


Ixxvj' 


3 16 





Osmimdeston - 


- xxxvij' 


1 17 





Tiueteshale - 


Ix' 


3 





Parva Thorp - 


- xxmj" 


I 4 





• Humbleyard. 









— 


1 5 





— 


1 14 





— 


3 16 





VIJ' 


1 10 





X' 


2 10 





1111' 


1 






7 Added in margin : ** Undo Troose in et d6 Oivitate Norwioi xij*.*' 
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A— oiment, 1834. 




Dednetions, 
0. 1449. 


Reduced 
AeeoMiiient* 






£. 8. 


d. 


£. «. <l. 


Disce 


- 


- Vlj'' VUJ» 


7 8 





xvj" 


6 12 


Beidon - 


- 


!• 


2 10 





— 


2 10 


Burston 


- 


Hi- 


2 12 





— 


2 12 


Thelvetton 


- 


xl» 


2 





— 


2 


Wynferthyngg 


- xxxvj* 


1 16 





vj- 


1 10 


Gyssyng 


- 


Ixviij* 


3 8 





xx» 


2 8 


BrysiDgham 


- 


- Ixxiiij* 


3 14 





— 


3 14 


Helfangel 


- 


- xxyij* 


1 7 





— 


1 7 


Shymplyng 


xxxix^ vj* 


1 15 





V* 


1 10 


Sm* 


£39 6 





Ixviij' 


£35 18 


ER8KAM. 












Brokedish 


- 


- mj" 


4 





xmj» 


3 6 


Beueshale ^ 


- 


Ixxvj* 


3 16 





vu3« 


3 8 


Denton - 


- 


- Yj" X- 


6 10 





xl'8 


4 10 


Bedenhale 


- 


- xiij" 


13 





XXYJ" VUIJ** 


11 13 4 


Prilliston 


- 


Iviij* 


2 18 





xij- 


2 6 


Ersham 


- 


CIJ" 


5 2 





... • 

XUl]* 


4 8 


Pulham 


- 


• 'IS • • • •« 

- xij" mj" 


12 4 





XX* 


11 4 


Thorp - 


- 


xliiij* 


2 4 





ray 


1 16 


Stereton 


- 


- mj" xuj* 


4 13 





•• • 
xyuj" 


3 15 


Altebergh 


Sm» 


Hx» vij- 


5 





— 


5 


1 


£59 7 





• ••1; •••J 


£51 6 4 


LAUNDICHE. 










Rougham 


- 


- viij" T" 


8 5 





xlv' 


6 


Patoshale 


- 


xxxij" 


1 12 





— 


1 12 


Dunham magna 


- Vlj'' XVII3" 


7 18 





XX* 


6 18 


Mileham 


- 


Ixxvj" 


3 16 





xvj" 


3 


Stanefeld 


- 


lxx« 


3 10 





vj« viij'* 


3 3 4 


Gatelo - 


- 


liij« iiij 


]^ 2 13 


4 




2 10 


Godewiko 


- 


xxiiij' 


1 4 





• - • • • J 
yjS yiijd 


17 4 


Kemston 


- 


lij- 


2 12 





xvj' viij** 


1 15 4 


Oxwike 


- 


xlvj" vii' 


j<» 2 6 


8 


.... 


2 2 8 


Brisele - 


- 


• 1 • • • • • 


6 4 





VJ* VllJ** 


5 17 4 






8 RuflhaU Y 


9ixl« vel 


xxTiij*. 
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AMCJwment, 1834. 




Dedactions, 

fi. 144&. 


Rednoed 






£. 8. 


d. 


V* A^*ir« 


£. «. d. 


Wendlyng 


xxxix* 


1 19 





yy yiij** 


1 12 4 


Wissingsette - 


Ixij* 


3 2 





vj- 


2 16 


Swanton 


xij" 


12 





T» 


7 


Hemyngtofte - 


liiij' 


2 14 





• •• •_ 

uiy 


2 10 


Wesenham 


viij" 


8 





XUJ' lUJ** 


7 6 8 


Skemyng 


X** xinj" 


10 14 





xxyj" viij** 


9 7 4 


Welyngham - 


xl« 


2 





yj* yuj** 


1 13 4 


Luckham 


Ixvij" 


3 7 





XIX* yuj** 


2 7 4 


Weetlexli&m - 


• • « • 
xxxmj* 

ex- 


I 14 





yuj' 
xj- 


16 


fE^ansham magna - 


5 10 





^ ^* ^^ 

4 19 


Dunham parya 


IXXTJ" XJ** 


3 16 


11 


XX* 


2 16 11 


fflransham parva 


Ixviij' 


3 8 





• • . • 

uiy 


3 4 


Betele de libertate 












de North elmham - 


Ixxij* 


3 12 





— 


3 12 


Titeleshale 


cm J" 


5 4 





XX* 


4 4 


Longham 


iv 


2 15 





• ••_ ••••• 

XUJ* Ulj'* 


2 1 8 


Colkyrke 


xlyj* viij** 


2 6 


8 


lUJ* 


2 2 8 


GreRfdnghale & 












Biddyngge magna 


yj" 


6 





XXX* 


4 10 


Hoo - - - 


yjli X- 


6 10 





— 


6 10 


Estbilney 


liiij- 


2 14 





* • • •- 

lU]' 


2 10 


Estlexham 


xlij- 


2 2 





vj- 


1 16 


Northelmham - 


yij^x" 


7 10 





Xllj* lllj'* 


6 16 8 


Boston & Bid- 












dyng parya - 


ix« 


9 





XXX* 


7 10 



Sm» cxly" xix* yij«» £146 19 7 xxiij^xj-yiij** £122 7 11 



Wyleby - 


- iiij" 


4 





xuj* 


• • • • « 

my 


3 6 


8 


Estwrotham - 


ly* 


2 15 





— 




2 15 





Kiluerston 


1* 


2 10 





Tj- 


• • *A 

yny 


2 3 


4 


Hocham - 


• •••it •••• — 

- iuj"ui3* 


4 4 










4 4 





Besthorp 


- Ixxiiij* 


3 14 





XX' 




2 14 





Bokenham yetus 


- yj^xyj* 


6 16 





xxxiij' 




6*3 





Snytterton 


ex' 


5 10 





xl* 




3 10 





Hargham 


xxxy* 


1 15 





y* 




1 10 





Eccles - 


XXX* 


1 10 





— 




1 10 





VOL. XIL] 




U 
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AgacMinent, 1884. 




DednetionB, 
e. 1449 


B«diioei 


1 






£. 


8. 


d. 


*M A^ramr* 


£. «. 


d. 


Brigeham 


- iiij« 


4 








•• •— • • • •-■ 


3 6 


8 


Bokelond 


- iiii"x- 


4 


10 





• • • • • • • » 


3 16 


8 


niington 


liij- 


2 


13 





— 


2 13 





West wrotham 


Ixiiij* 


3 


4 





— 


3 4 





Attelborgh 


- viij»i 


8 








XX* 


7 





Bretenham 


iv 


2 


15 





— 


2 16 





Thefford 


- xvj** 


16 








— 


16 





Shropham 


V13" xuj* mj'* 7 


13 


4 


— 


7 13 


4 


lirlingge 


Ixiiij* 


3 


4 







2 10 


8 


Boudham 


- Izxiiij* 


3 


14 





xx» 


2 14 





Newebokenham 


•1! •• •- 


6 


3 





xl- 


4 3 





Elingham magna 


• 15 ••• •_ 
• _ • •• • • 

yuiy 


6 


4 





xliiij* 


4 





Sm* cUziii 


£100 14 


4 


186 12 


4 


FFOWBHOO 


1 














Morleye - 


c» 


5 








XXX* 


3 10 





Oarlton - 


Hj. 


2 


12 





■ •• •_ 

mj* 


2 8 





Eston 


- xlvj- 


2 


6 





yj- 


2 





Widewode 


- Ixxiiij* 


3 


14 





• •• ■. 

mj* 


3 10 





Bauburgh 


xlij- 


2 


2 





xij- 


1 10 





Oorston & hamell' 


XX" 


i 








yj- 


14 





Cotishey 


Ivij- 


2 


17 





VI J* 


2 10 





W ramplyngham 


1' 


2 


10 





•- • • • J 
yjS yujd 


2 3 


4 


Hengham 


- ix" 


9 











9 





Depham - 


- vij" 


7 








xl- 


5 





Honingham 


c 


5 








xl- 


3 





Bikerston 


xviij" 





18 





• • •- ' ' A 


9 


10 


Bemham 


xl- 


2 










2 





Bouthorp 


xl- 


2 








U]" HI J** 


I 16 


8 


Marlyngford - 


- xxxviij" 


1 


18 





— 


1 18 





Hakeford 


xx' 


1 








• * * * 1 

VJ* VU]'* 


13 


4 


Wolborne 


- xxxviij* 


1 


18 





xx« 


18 





Brandon - 


- XXX vj* 


1 


16 





xvj' 


1 





Bersted - 


xlviij' 


2 


8 







2 4 


8 


Bunhale - 


• •••1; ••- 


4 


2 





xxxij" 


2 10 





Gningoltborp - 


xxxj- 


1 


11 





•• •• • J 
yy viij'* 


1 4 


4 



Forehoe. 
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A— oiment, 1884. 




Dednddons, 
c. 1449. 

xl« 


Rednoed 


£[imbuTle 
Colton & Thorp 
Wymondham - 


£. «. 

- mj^ 1113 • 4 4 

- iiij^vj'viij'* 4 6 

- xiij" 13 


d, 


8 




£. <. if. 
3 12 

2 6 8 

13 


Sm* iiij"iiij" 


ii«viij*« £84 2 


8 


XT" iij* x** 


£68 18 10 



GYLD'.> 



Qarboldesham - 


viij" 


8 








xiij* mf 


7 6 


8 


Swanshill 


xl» 


2 








Xllj" Ulj** 


1 6 


8 


Keninghale 


Ixx- 


3 


10 





— 


3 10 





Estharlinge 


vij" 


7 








•••• ••••J 

Xllj" lllj'* 


6 6 


8 


Bedlisworth - 


iiij" 


4 








xii]* mj"' 


3 6 


8 


Lopham ... 


cxij" 


5 


12 





— 


5 12 





Gastorp - 


!• 


2 


10 





xij- 


1 18 





Westharlinge - 


lxx« 


3 


10 





xij- 


2 18 





BloBorton 


1- 


2 


10 





— 


2 10 





Bushworth 


iiij" 


4 








xii]» my 


3 6 


8 


Qwydenham - 


iiij" 


4 








XX* 


3 





Banham ... 


iiij" 


4 








— 


4 





Middilharlyngg 


xl- 


2 








1113* VllJ** 


1 15 


4 


Sm* lijiixy- 


£52 


12 







£46 16 


8 



CnnTAS NOEWICI. 



Sm» iiij^x^xij" 

90 12 



Leta de Wymer \ \ 

Lota de Mancrof t 
Leta ultra Aquam 
Leta de Conisford^ 

ffeodum Castri - xxxiij- iiij'* 1 13 4 ) £9 18 OJ 
Spitelond - - xx* 10 

Holmestrete - - xxyj* viij'* 16 8 
Sm* Ciuitatis Norwici 

iiij«xuij»i xij« £94 12 / 

preter Trous, xij» ■ 12 



£84 13 llj 



* QuiltoroBS. 
' Included in Braoondale, in the hundred of Humbleyard. 

u2 
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AflMMment, 1884. 



MAGNA JEENEMUTHA.* 

Northleta ' 

Northmiddilleta 
Suthleta 
Snthmiddilleta 
Sm* patet 



. o« 



£100 



DeduotioaB, 
e.1449. 



Bedooed 



GALH'/ 









£. «. 


d. 




£. «. 


d. 


Suthoreyke 


- 


xj" xij- 


11 12 





XXV] • VUJ* 


10 6 


4 


Bninham Sutton 


* 


iiij" 


4 





• • • ^ • • • • J 

xuj* iny 


3 6 


8 


Tatersete • 


- 


vj" »• 


6 10 





XX" • 


6 10 





Est barsham - 


- 


Ixij- 


3 2 





XXV* iiij** 


1 16 


8 


Biburgh parya 


- 


ly 


2 15 





V 


2 10 





Waterdene 


- 


Ixiiij* 


3 4 





XX* 


2 4 





Pensthorp 


- 


xxx« 


1 10 





— 


1 10 





Northoreyke - 


- 


ix«x- 


9 10 





XXX* 


8 





Althorp - 


- 


xx» 


1 





— 


1 





fhilmodeston Groxton 




4 





xl* 


2 





Westbarsham - 


- 


OXlllj" 


6 14 





XX* 


4 14 





Snoryng parya 


- 


iTXlj- 


3 12 





xvj* 


2 16 





Bninham thorp 


- 


Ixx- 


3 10 





xx» 


2 10 





Northbarsham 


- 


• . • • 


5 4 





• •• • 

xxmj* 


4 





Stibdo - 


- 


1- 


2 10 







2 10 





ffakenedame - 


- 


ix» ij- 


9 2 





xxij' 


8 





Kettilstone & Clifton 


Ixv" 


3 5 





x» 


2 15 





Skulthorp 


- 




4 7 





VI J' 


4 






fm • • • •_._• • • •!; • • 



£84 7 xiiijiixix'iiij'i £69 7 8 



HOLT. 



Wabome 


xxxij" 


1 12 







1 12 





Egefeld - 


xl- 


2 







2 





Gunthorp 


lij- 


2 12 





vj- 


2 6 





Brynyngham - 


lxx« 


3 10 







2 16 


8 


Bodham - 


xliiij' 


2 4 





• . . • 

XUIJ* 


1 10 






* For deduction of Yarmouth, see above, p. 260. 
* Gallow. • xviij" vel xx«. 
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Aflwssment, 1884. 




Dedactions, 
C. 1449. 


Bednoed 
AmifiiMiHflnt 






£. ». 


d. 


£. s. d. 


Holt 


• • • • 
ClUJ* 


5 4 





• • • • 1 


4 17 4 


Brj'iiton - - - 


XXXV' 


1 16 





— 


1 15 


Hensted - - - 


Ix- 


3 





XX* 


2 


Merston - - - 


• • • • 

cmj" 


5 4 





X* 


4 14 


Thornnege 


xlvj" 


2 6 





x» 


1 16 


Burgh - - - 


xxxiij* 


1 13 





llj' lUJ* 


1 9 8 


Saxlingham - 


• • • •it 


4 





XXV' iiij** 


2 14 8 


Stodehey cum Hun- 












worth - - - 


••••11 ••« 

Ulj^XlJ* 


4 12 





xx» 


3 12 


Birston - - - 


CXUJ" UIJ* 


' 6 13 


4 


XX vj" viij** 


4 6 8 


Swanton - - - 


xxxij" 


1 12 





ij- 


1 10 


Sharington 


IxxV 


3 15 





XT' 


3 


Bathele - 


lij' 


2 12 





•• • • • J 

VJ* VllJ'* 


2 5 4 


Melton ... 


xliij- 


2 3 





x» 


1 13 


Kellinge - . - 


xlviij* 


2 8 





xij- 


I 16 


Langham 


Ixxvj' 


3 16 





. . • • 

XXIUJ* 


2 12 


Lerinsete 


Ixxij- 


3 12 





^j- 


3 


Snyterle ^ 


xij" 


12 





v" 


7 


Salthous ... 


vij» 


7 





xxxviij* viij** 


5 1 4 


Qlanford - 


xl- 


2 





x» 


1 10 


Bayfeld - 


'xl« 


2 





XllJ* lUJ'* 


1 6 8 


Cleye - 


x« 


10 





— 


10 


Wyueton 


^Oij" 


13 





vij" 


6 



Sm» oxj" iij« iiij* 



£111 3 4 xxvj^xix- £84 4 4 



NOETHGE'.s 














Houghton 


- - xlvj- 


2 6 





— 


2 


6 





Binham - 


••••11 •••- 


4 18 





XX vj* vuj* 


3 


11 


4 


Eggemere 


cum 














QuarliH 


• u •••- ••••• 

- y]" xiy* 1113'* 


6 13 


4 


liij* iiij** 


4 








Wighton - 


• IS • ■ ••• • J 

• ix" IX" uy** 


9 9 


4 


XX* 


8 


9 


4 


Bemeye - 


xliiij* 


2 4 





lUJ* 


2 








Warham - 


- . viiji* 


8 





xuj* my 


7 


6 


8 


Walsingham 


magna viij" 


8 





XX* 


7 








Thirsford 


xlvij* iiy«* 


2 7 


4 


_ «•• • • 

XV* uiy 


1 


12 





Stiuekeye 


• • • 1* 


8 





XX* 


7 








^Blal 


ceney. 






* North Greenhoe 


1. 
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AMemnent, 1334. 



Snoryng mag^a 

Dallyng - 

Wellis - 

Holkham 

Hindringham - 

Walsingham parva - vj" xiiij' 



- vj" vij* 

- VUJ^ VIJ' 

ix" x» 



jS. s. d. 

5 

6 7 

8 7 

9 10 

7 
6 14 



Dednctions, 
c. 1449. 



XllJ* lUJ** 
xuj" Ulj** 

XX' 
XXX' 

xxvj* viij** 



Reduced 



JB. t. d. 

4 6 8 

5 13 8 

7 7 

8 

5 13 

6 




4 
8 



Sm* iiij^xiiij" xvj- £94 16 xiiij>iix-iiij«» £80 6 8 



EYNESFOEE 


K 












ffoxlee - 


- Ixxv'viij'* 


3 15 


8 


XX' 


2 15 


8 


Themelthorp - 


• • •_ • • J 

- XXVIIJ' IJ** 


1 8 


2 


V ij** 


1 3 





Alderford 


- XXXV' viij** 


1 15 


8 




1 15 


8 


Kerdeston 


- vij»i 


7 





XXXV j' yiij** 


5 3 


4 


ffolsham - 


- ix" ij- 


9 2 





xlij' 


7 





Qwitewell 


- iiij*^ X' yj** 


4 10 


6 


xij' 


3 18 


6 


Baldeswell 


Ixxvj" 


3 16 





xij' 


3 4 





Elsyng - 


- Ixxix" iiij'* 


3 19 


4 


• • • • • • • • 

xviij' luy 


3 1 





Byngelond & Helm- 












yngham 


- Ixxv* viij'* 


3 15 


8 


m •• •-» 

V' VUj** 


3 10 





Weston - 


- lllj" XIUJ" IJ'* 


4 14 


2 


xvj' 


3 18 


2 


Brandeston 


- Ixxj- 


3 11 







3 11 





Lyng 


Ixvj- 


3 6 





vj- 


3 





Swenyngton - 


• •••>< • m ••J 

lllj" IJ" IJ** 


4 2 


2 


xxx" 


2 12 


2 


Belagh - 


- lllj^' lUJ* 


4 4 





XXIUJ' 


3 





Thiming - 


c" 


5 





xl' 


3 





Geysthweyt - 


• •••■* 

lUj" V" 


4 5 





XXV j' viij** 


2 18 


4 


Salle 


- vij« 


7 





— 


7 





Hakeford 


xlvij' iij** 


2 7 


3 


X' 


1 17 


3 


Wodenorton - 


liij- x«» 


2 13 


10 


•••• ••J 


2 9 


8 


Heueringlond - 


Ixxix" 


3 19 





X xiiij' 


2 15 





Dallyng - 


••"i: ••••J 

- VUJ'' XlllJ** 


8 1 


2 


XXX' ij** 


6 11 





Geyst 


• • • • IJ 

- mj" V" 


4 5 





xxix' ij** 


2 15 


10 


Byntre - 


• ••• •••• ••••■ 

vij^ xuij' mj** 


7 14 


4 


Ix- 


4 14 


4 


Billyngford 


cij» vj** 


5 2 


6 


xvj' 


4 6 


6 


Wichyngham - 


- vij^ xvj" 


7 16 





xvj' 


7 





Sparham - 


. vy"y 


7 5 





xlV 


5 
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AMfMiiient, 1884. 




Dednetionfl, 


Reduced 






£. ». 


d. 


0.1449. 


AAMBBment. 






£. «. d. 


Wychingham 












Bancte fidis • 


lv» X** 


2 15 


10 


vj- 


2 9 10 


Hundelston 


- xxxviy'iiy'* 
" iij- vij'> £1 


1 18 


4 


— 


1 18 4 


Sm* cxxix' 


29 3 


7 


xxvi"xv- £102 8 7 


NORTHEEP'. 


9 

1 










Ailmerton 


Uij- 


2 13 





• • •■ 
ig- 


2 10 


Gresham - 


xl' 


2 







2 


Thorp Market - 


• • • •!; •-» 


4 


1 




4 1 


Metton - 


- xxviij* 


1 8 





— 


1 8 


ffelbrigge 


xl- 


2 







2 


Northwod bamingham xliiij' 


2 4 





vj- VllJ"* 


1 17 4 


Bughton - 


- Ixvj- viij** 


3 6 


8 


VJ" VllJ** 


3 


Plumstede 


xlij- 


2 2 





vj- 


1 16 


Runton - 


Ixvj' ij** 


3 6 


2 


X' 


2 16 2 


G^mingham - 


- mj'* 13 • 


4 2 





xij- 


3 10 


Sydestronde - 


- iiij^ 


4 





XX- 


3 


Moneslee 


Iv- 


2 15 





XV- 


2 


Northreppes - 


- V13" Uij- IJ** 


7 4 


2 


.... ... 

xxuij- 13 •* 


6 


Basyngham 


xxxviij" viij** 


1 18 


8 




1 18 8 


Matelaske 


XXX- 


1 10 







1 10 


Ouerstronde - 


Iv- viij'* 


2 15 


8 


XV- 1113'* 


2 4 


Southfelde 


dj* 


5 2 





xij- 


4 10 


Hanworth 


- Ixxiij* iiij** 


3 13 


4 


— 


3 13 4 


Shipedene 


Iviij- 


2 18 





— 


2 18 


TunbamiDgham 


Hiij- 


2 14 





• • • • • • • ■ 

xiij- mj** 


2 8 


Thurgarton - 


- xlviij- yiij'* 


2 8 


8 


— 


2 8 8 


Southeetede 


- xxxvj- 


1 16 





— 


1 16 


Beaton - 


1- 


2 10 





X- 


2 


Knapton - 


- vij" xvij- y* 


7 17 


5 


xvj- 


7 1 6 


Shiringham 


- Ixxiiij- 


3 14 





— 


3 14 


Estbecbam 


xl- 


2 





— 


2 


Tnincb - 


- iiijii X- 


4 10 





XV- 


3 15 


Aldeburgh 


Ivj- 


2 16 





X- 


2 6 


Suthreppee 


- V3"xuj-m3'* 


6 13 


4 


XX* 


5 13 4 


Trymyngham - 


• •••if •••• 

- mj" iiij- 


4 4 





xvj* 


3 8 


Ghinton - 


xl- vj-* 


2 


6 




2 6 


Antingham 


liiij- 2 14 
tTJ-viij'* £104 16 



8 


• . . • 

uij- 
XJ" XT* ij** 


2 10 


Sm» ciiij" z 


£93 1 6 



* North Erpmgham. 
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SUTHERP.i 


Aflwnment, 1884. 




Deductions, 
c. 1449. 


Bedooed 
AiiM'Wimfinf 








£. 8, 


"rf. 




£. «. 


d. 


Marsham 


- 


- iiij»i 


4 





• ••_ ••••• 

xuj* uiy 


3 6 


8 


Tutington 


- 


Ix- 


3 





X' 


2 10 





Saxthorp 


- 


lxx» 


3 10 





XUJ' UIJ** 


2 16 


8 


Berningham. ; 


parva 


XXXV* 


1 15 





— 


1 15 





Heuingham 


- 


- lllj^ Vllj' 


4 8 





XV j* 


3 12 





Thweyt - 


- 


xliij' 


2 3 





X' 


1 13 





Skegeton 


- 


Ixxvj' 


3 16 





x» 


3 6 





3tratton - 


- 


!• 


2 10 





x« 


2 





Aylisham 


- 


- xiij" X" 


13 10 





xl- 


11 10 





Bliklyng 


- 


- iiij« x« 


4 10 







4 10 





Westbecham 


- 


xxiij* 


1 3 





— 


1 3 





Boton 


- 


lij- 


2 12 





• • • •- 

mj' 


2 8 





Colby . 


- 


Iv' viij** 


2 15 


8 


— 


2 15 


8 


Hautboys Parva 


XX' 


1 





— 


1 





Oulton - 


- 


. iiij« X- 


4 10 





XXXV* 


2 15 





Irmynglond 


- 


lij- 


2 12 





XX' 


1 12 





3wanton - 


- 


XXXV* 


1 15 





— 


1 15 





Hautboys Magna 


- xxxiiij* 


1 14 





• • . • 

1113' 


1 10 





Couteshale 


w 


Iviij" 


2 18 







2 18 





Heydon - 


- 


- Ulj" UJ" 


4 3 





XXX' 


2 13 





Wolterton 


- 


XXV j' 


I 6 





vj' 


1 





Itexingham 


- 


xlvij* 


2 7 





VUj' 


1 19 





Erpingham 


- 


- iiij" X" 


4 10 





XXX' 


3 





Belaghe • 


- 


Iviij' 


2 18 





• • •• 

vuj' 


2 10 





ScotehowG 


- 


vuj''xii3»mj'* 


8 13 


4 


XX' 


7 13 


4 


Calthorp - 


- 


V 


2 10 





X' 


2 





Oorpsty - 


- 


- xxxix' 


1 19 





xnj' nij** 


1 5 


8 


Banyngham 


- 


lxx« 


3 10 





X' 


3 





Wykemere 


- 


- xlvj- 


2 6 







2 6 





Alby 


- 


1- iiij<» 


2 10 


4 


xl"^ 


2 7 





Baconsthorp 


- 


Ivj- 


2 16 





xvj» 


2 





Ingworth 


- 


XXV j' 


1 6 







1 6 





Lamm esse 


- 


xlvj" 


2 6 





xvj' 


1 10 





Bramton - 


- 


Ixij- 


3 2 





xxiiij' 


1 18 





Causton - 


- 


- xij» 


12 





xl» 


10 





Buxton - 


- 


cvj" viij** 


5 6 


8 


xxviij' 


3 18 


8 


Manyngton 


- 


xxvj' 


1 6 





IX' mj*^ 


16 


8 



^ South Erpingham. 
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AflMMment, 1S84. 


Deductiomit 


Rednoed 




_^_ 


_^^^^^ 


e 1449 


AABfiamiAnt. 




£, 


8. d. 


V* jmc« 


£. 8. d. 


Burgh - - - lij« 


2 12 


»j- 


2 


Oxenedes- - - xxyiij* 


1 


8 




1 8 


Sm» cxxxij" xvij* 


£132 17 


xxiij^ix'vuj*^ ; 


£109 7 4 


TUNSTEDE. 










Wigton - - lxx» viij** 


3 10 


8 


<. " 'A 

X* vuj** 


3 


Dilham - - cxv» v** 


5 15 


5 


XX vj' viij** 


4 8 9 


Westwike - - Ivj' ix«* 


2 16 


9 


— 


2 16 9 


Sloleye - - c* 


5 





XUJ" 111 J'* 


4 6 8 


Beston - - - xxxv' 


1 15 





XX' 


15 


Honynge - - c' 


5 





xx« 


4 


Bradefeld - - Ixxiiij" 


3 14 







3 14 


Tunsted - vj" xviij' 


6 18 





XVIIJ" 


6 


Sinalebergh - - c* 


5 





Xllj' lUJ** 


4 6 8 


BertoD - - - iiij" v' vj** 


4 5 


6 


XXV j" viij** 


2 18 10 


North Walsham - xv^ 


15 







11 


Swafeld - - lij» vj** 


2 12 


6 


... ••••.■ 


2 4 2 


Edyenesthorp - xlvij' 


2 7 





VI j" 


2 


Ayshmanhagh - xxiiij' 


1 4 





•• • • 
mj* 


1 


ffelmingham - - viij" 


8 





. xxvj' viij** 


6 13 4 


Eidlington - - Ixx' 


3 10 





x» 


3 


Worsted xiiij" x* j«* ob q» 


14 10 


1! 


xxxix* xj** ob 


12 10 2^ 


Oostweyte - - 1" 


2 10 





XX* 


1 10 


Baketon^ Brom- 










holm, & Cu8- 










wyke - viij^' xvij* Yiij** 


8 17 


8 


xxxvij* viij** 


7 


Hirstede - - xlviij' ij** 


2 8 


2 


vy Yiiy 


2 1 6 


Paston - - - cxix* 


6 19 





x\x* 


5 


HowtonSdJoh&nnis lxyj*viij** 


3 6 


8 


XXV j* vuj* 


2 


Houton Sci Petri - !• ?«* 


2 10 


5 


xx« 


1 10 5 


Homingge - - lij* 


2 12 





xy* mj'* 


1 16 8 


Netished - - cxiij»7iij«* 


5 13 
24 16 


8 
6i a 


xxxiij* mj'* 


4 4 


Sm» cxxiiij^xvj-TJdobq* £1! 


jtyMiij'iij'^ob £99 13 3^ 


OTjAKCLOSE. 










Thorp - - - lvi« 


2 16 


YJ* Yuy 


2 9 4 


flfoston - - - xxx« 


1 10 




1 3 4 


fiynoham - - xiiij^ 


14 1 


D 


lxyj» viij'* 


10 13 4 



28G 





Afwmient, 1884. 




Deductions, 
0. 1449. 


Beduoed 
ABsemofi**^ 






£. 8, 


"rf. 


^r« A M av • 


£. ». 


d. 


Suthreye - 


e» 


5 





vj' Yuy 


4 13 


4 


Deneyer - 


vij" my 


7 4 





XXX" 


5 14 





Wyrliam - - - 


cxvj' 


5 16 





XXX" 


4 6 





Crempelsham - 


... • 
cxnij' 


5 14 





XXVJ" VUJ** 


4 7 


4 


Marham ... 


x»*x» 


10 10 





xl- 


8 10 





Dunham hith - 


• IS • • • • - 


6 14 





XX" 


5 14 





Walington Thorplond 


xxxiij^ 


1 13 





VJ" Vllj'* 


1 6 


4 


Buketon - 


• • • 'IS m 

lUj" X* 


4 10 





xuj" lllj** 


3 16 


8 


Helegey ... 


▼iii»^ 


8 





xuj' iny 


7 6 


8 


Shuldham 


yuj^ X- 


8 10 





xl" 


6 10 





Wynbodisham & Stowe vij" xij** 7 1 





xxj" 


6 





Westderham - 


x>» 


10 





XXV j" viij'* 


8 13 


4 


Watorwell « - 


xiij" 


13 





XX" 


12 





Berton Bonedich 


x" vij- 


10 7 





XX" 


9 7 





ffordham ... 




8 





xxvj" viij** 


6 13 


4 


Boungeton Holm - 


vij^'mj' 


7 4 





XXX" 


5 14 





Stradesete 


c" 


5 





XX" 


4 





Stoke ferie cum Wreton ex j ■ 


5 11 





^i- 


5 





Bekiswell cum Eiston 


vij" 


7 





XX" 


6 





BichamWell - 


x" 


10 





xviij" 


9 2 





Watlington 


i: • • • •. 

X** XIUJ" 


10 14 





XX' 


9 14 





Wormegeye 


mj** jay 
]■ 


4 12 





xxvj" viij** 


3 5 


4 


Sm* ciiij""v 


£180 6 


Oxx 


viii"vj*viii'»£l51 19 


4 



SOUTHGEEN\« 



Neuton cum South- 












acre - - - Ixxij" 


3 12 





• •- 

XI J" 


3 





Neketon & Sparham viij'' xviij' 


8 18 





xl" 


6 18 





Sporle - - - xij" x" x'' 


12 10 


10 


1"X'» 


10 





ClovinxtASwafham viij*' 


8 





XX" 


7 





Cressingham Magna iiij** x" 


4 10 







4 10 





Dodlington - - cvij" 


5 7 





XI J" 


4 15 





Estbradenhain - vij" 


7 





xxvj" viij'' 


5 13 


4 


Howton ... Ixxiij" 


3 13 





xix" 


2 14 





Oxeburgh . - viij" 


8 





Ix' 


5 






• This seems to be Upwell and Outwell combined. 
* South Greenhoe. 
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iham 


AaseMment, 1884. 




DedoetioDS, 
c. 1449. 

• •_ 
XI J" 

X" 


Bedooei 

£. 8. 

3 
3 10 


1 
nt. 


Nerford - 
North Piken 


Ixxij* 
- iiij^ 


£. «. 

3 12 

4 


d. 




d. 





Hilderburghworth 

Haleholme 

Westbradenham 


Ixxvj' 

- Vlj" VllJ" 

Ixvj- 


3 16 

7 8 
3 6 







X" VllJ*^ 

XXV j' viij** 

X* 


3 d 
6 1 
2 16 


4 
4 



Bodeneye 
Goderiston 
Tiangeford 
Cressinghan: 
ffouldon - 


L parya 


cviij* 

- vj" XV j* ij** 

- xxxviij' 

cx» 

- viij" xix* 


5 8 

6 16 
1 18 
5 10 
8 19 




2 





xviij' x** 

• ••• **i 

XXUlj" Ij** 

■ • •■ 

Vllj' 
X" 

xlv' 


4 9 

5 12 
1 10 

6 
6 14 


2 






Swafham 


• 


. xx« 


20 





viij" 


12 





Southpikenl] 
Narburgh 


lam 
cxlji* 1 


Ixx' 


3 10 
6 






... ...•1 

Xllj' lllj*' 

xxvj* viij'* 


2 16 
4 13 


8 
4 


Sm* 


diij- £141 14 





xxx^xv-x** £110 18 


2 


WAYLONJD. 














Tomeston 
Griston - 


- 


-VJ^XlUj'UlJ'* 

- vj" xix» iij** 


6 14 
6 19 


4 
3 


•- • • • J 

VJ' Vllj** 

XIX* my 


6 7 
5 19 


8 
11 


Ayshlee - 
Caston - 
Elingham 
Watton - 
Brecclis - 
Merton - 


- 


viij" xij** 

- Tj" 

••••IS •« •••-» 

111 J*' XVJ* VllJ** 

mj" ug* vuj*» 
- iiij^ x» vj** 


8 1 
6 
4 16 
6 10 
4 4 
4 10 




8 

8 
6 


XX' 

• •• ■•••J 

xiij" my 
•. . •_ 
my 

• • • • 1 

vj* VllJ** 

xij- 


7 1 

5 6 
4 12 

6 3 
3 12 
3 10 



8 
8 
4 
8 
6 


Kerebroke 
Totington 
Skulton - 


- 


- vj" xy» vij'* 

- vj" vij* vj** 

lxx« 


6 12 
6 7 
3 10 


7 
6 



• » • • • J 

VJ' Vllj** 

xx» 
x« 


6 5 
6 7 
3 


11 
6 



Threkiston 


- 


Ix* 


3 





•- • • »A 

yy vny 


2 13 


4 


Ouiton* - 


- 


• • • •!! « 

- Ulj"* x» 


4 10 





xx« 


3 10 





Saham - 
Stowebidon 


• • • •__ 1 


- X** vij' iiij** 
Ixvij* 

' X- x«» i 


10 7 
3 7 


4 



■ •— • • • • J 

xxvij" my 

•« •• 'J 
YyTiiy 

ix" xix» iiii** 


9 
3 




4 


Sm* 


:85 10 10 


£76 11 


6 



Ovington. 



The total Assessment of 1334 a& stated in the above 
list (which appeal's to be correct in all its details, the 
various items anil totals in all cases coiTesponding with 
each otherj is £348(i. lis. 6d. The total Deduction in 
1449 ia £543. 148. 4Jrf. All the above figures have 
been verified by collation with numerous Suteidy Rolla 
in the Public Record Office, none of which are apparently 
free from mistakes in the copying of the figures. The 
last column shewing the Assessment as resulting from 
the deductions, is made up from the othera. The reduced 
Assessment amounts to £2843. 2s. lj(i. This takes no 
account of the £100 due from Yarmouth, which seems 
to have been regarded as non-existent. 

The total of the county is not given in the copy in the 
Book of Pleas, or in the fragments of the contemporary 
Subsidy Roll in Loudon. And it varies in some of the 
Rolls where it is entered. In the Roll ',f (22 Edw. III.) 
it is entered thus :— Fifteenth, £3189. 128. 7d.; Tenth, 
£296. 4s. Od. ; Total, £3485. I63. 7d. In thts document 
of 8 Henry VI., quoted below in Appendix D, the Com- 
missioners for the county charge themselves with 
£3392. 12«. Gd., and those for the city of Norwich with 
£94. 128. Oil, making together a total of £3487. 4s. 6d. 
I am unable to explain these discrepancies. It seema as 
though the totals of the hundreds rather than the sum 
total of the county were dealt with by the officials at the 
Exchequer. 



The following account of the assessment of the city 

of Norwich is appended to the above list in the Book 
of Pleas : — 

Ciuitas Norwici Anno vj"' Edwftrdi tertii. £, ». rf. 

Leta de Wymera - - - xjcv" TJ'' 25 6 

Leta de Maucrofte - - ixiiij" ij" tJ'' 33 II 6 

Leta ultra Aquam - - ^"xiij' 11 13 
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£. 8. d, 

LetaConsford - - - ix" vij« 9 7 

fPeodum Casfcri - - - xxviij* iiy** 18 4 

Spitelond . - - - xvij- yiij'* ob. 17 8J 

Holmestrete - - - xx» v^ ob. 10 6| 



Sm* x« Oiuitatis Norwici iiy»iij" xvij- vj'» ob.» £82 18 6 

Anno Tiij<> Edwardi tertii do tax*. 
LetadeWymer - - -x ^ ^ ^ 

Leta do Mancrofte - -l«- ••••«, i; ••- ««. *** ^ 

Leta ultra Aquam 
Leta Consford - - -/ 

ffeodum Castri - - - xxxiij" iiij<* 1 13 4 

Spitelond .... xx* 100 

Holmestrete - - - - xxyj* viij** 16 8 

Sm« totalis istius OiuitatiB iiij^xiiij^ xij' £94 12 

Anno xj® H. iiij**. 
Omnia CoUectio x® Oiuitatis Norwici in una summa iiij'^xiiij" xij* 

Tempore H. quinti. ..... gio 

Omnia Collectio x* Ciuitatia Norwici, iiij^xiiij" xij* 
£t de xij* receptia in Troua in suburbiia Ciuitatia 

predicte, qui quidem xij* aunt parcella de xx* 

ad quoa villa de Brakendele in bundredo de 

Humyll' taxatur. 

Anno xiiij® H. yj**. 

£. «. d. 

Omnia Oollectio Ciuitatia predicte^iiij'^iiij^xiij'xj'^q' 84 13 11 J 

ultra ix^ xyiij' ob. q' in deductionibua - - 9 18 0} 

£94 12 
Anno xyo. .-.---.- aio 

Anno xviij". -.--..- gio 

Anno XX". -.----.. sic 

Anno xxiijo. ------- gic 

Anno xxiiijo aio et decetero modo conaimili preter quod fuerunt et 
aunt plur* in deduct* per parliamentum. 

' There ia a mistake somewhere in thiB statement. 



APPENDIX A. 



<ltmral Snmmars. 



1. 


EaafFlegg- 


63 


7 


4 


4 


18 





48 9 4 


2. 


Weet Flegg 


69 





4 


6 


14 




60 6 t 


3. 


Happyng - - 


95 


6 


4 


18 


6 




77 ( 


4. 


TftTerham - 


45 


15 


2 


4 







41 14 e 


5. 


Blo&eld - - 


53 


9 


6 


7 


19 




44 10 ( 


6. 


Walsham - - 


60 


11 


11 


a 


6 




45 6 4 


7. 


Loddon - - 


73 


13 


2 


15 


6 




67 6 e 


6. 


davering - 


76 


12 


9 


13 


18 




62 U i 


9. 


Depwade - 


76 


11 


7 


10 


17 




65 18 11 


10. 


Henatead - 


66 


19 


10 


9 


10 




56 9 S 


11. 


Freebridge - 


446 


12 





62 


5 




884 6 1 


13. 


Smithdon - 


172 


13 





31 


17 




140 14 4 


13. 




108 


9 


4 


22 


10 




85 IB i 


14. 


Grimahoe - 


90 


15 


6* 


14 


3 


1* 


76 13 4 


IS. 


Mitford - 


83 


12 





12 


4 




71 8 ( 


16. 


Humbleyard 


60 


1 





9 








51 1 t 


17. 


Diss - 


39 


6 





3 


8 





35 18 ( 


18. 


Earshtim 


69 


7 





8 





8 


51 6 4 


19. 


Launditch - 


145 


19 


7 


23 


n 


8 


122 7 11 


20. 


Shropham - 


100 


14 


4 


14 


2 





86 12 4 


21. 


Forehoe 


84 


2 


8 


15 


3 


10 


68 18 K 


22. 


Quiltcrosa - - 


52 


12 





6 


15 


4 


46 16 g 


23. 


Gallow 


84 


7 





14 


19 


4 


69 7 8 


2i. 


Holt . 


111 


3 


4 


26 


19 





84 4 i 


25. 


North Greenhoe - 


94 


16 





14 


9 


4 


80 6 I 


26. 


Eynesford - 


120 


3 


7 


26 


15 





102 8 1 


27. 


North Erpingham 


104 


16 


8 


11 


15 


2 


93 1 ( 


28. 


South Erpingham 


132 


17 





23 


9 


8 


109 7 ■ 
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Aneflsmentof 
1884. 


Deduotiona 
after 1449. 


Bednced 
Awwiwiniiiit. 






£. 8, d. 


£. 8. d. 


£. «. d. 


29. 


Tunstead- 


- 124 16 6} 


25 3 3^ 


99 13 3^ 


30. 


Glackdose 


. 180 6 


28 6 8 


151 19 4 


31. 


South Qreenhoe 141 14 


30 15 10 


110 18 2 


32. 


Wayland 


- 85 10 10 


9 19 4 


75 11 6 




£3292 2 6 


£533 14 4 


£2758 8 2 




Norwich - 


- 94 12 


9 18 0| 


84 13 11^ 




Yarmouth 


- 100 







£3486 14 6 £543« 12 4| £2843 2 1^ 



APPENDIX B. 



^\t Punbntrs arranged accortring to t^e 
%%^t%%mtni of t^eir Cofarns^ips. 



afaerage 



1. 


Hundred. 

Freebridge (without 
Ljiiii) - 


378 


9. 

12 


d, 



No. of 
Townih^ 

32 


Averft^eper 
Towiuhq). 

£. M, d. 

11 17 8 


2. 


Smithdon - 


- 


172 


12 





21 


8 4 4 


3. 


Clackclose - 


- 


180 


6 





25 


7 4 2 


4. 


South Oreenhoe 


- 


141 


14 





22 


6 8 9 


5. 


North Greenhoe 


- 


94 


16 





15 


6 6 4 


6. 


Earsham - 


m 


59 


7 





10 


5 18 8 


7. 


East Flegg (without 
Yarmouth) 


53 


7 


4 


9 


5 18 7 


8. 


Wayland - 


- 


85 


10 


10 


15 


5 14 


9. 


Qrimshoe - 


- 


90 


15 


6* 


16 


5 13 5 


10. 


Happing - 


- 


95 


6 


4 


17 


5 11 9 


11. 


Tunstead - 


- 


124 


16 


6* 


25 


4 19 10 


12. 


Brothercross 


- 


108 


9 


4 


22 


4 18 7 



To this must be added £100 for the exemption of Great Yarmouth 
by special writ or letters patent. 



13. Hitford . . 


. 83 12 




- 100 14 4 


16. GaUow - - 


- 84 7 


16. Weet Flegg 


- 69 4 




- 145 19 7 


18. Eynafoid - 


- 1S9 a 7 


19. Holt- 


- in 3 4 


20. GuatcroflB - 


- 62 12 


21. OlaTermg - 


- 76 12 9 


22. Depwade - 


- 76 11 7 


23. Walflham - 


- 50 11 11 


24. Henatead - 


- 65 19 10 


25. Loddon - 


- 72 IS 2 


26. Forehoe - 


■ 84 2 S 


27. Blofield - 


- 52 9 8 


28. South Erpingham 


- 182 17 


29. North Erpingham 


- 104 16 8 


80. Diss - 


- 39 6 


81. Taverham - 


- 45 18 2 


32. Hnmbleyard - 


- 60 1 




£3224 2 6 


Gt. Yarmouth - 


- 100 


Norwich - 


- 94 12 


Lynn 


- 50 


South Lynn 


- 18 


APPENDIX C. 



Tinrmdup 

£. : ti 

4 18 

4 IS 1 

4 13 1 

4 13 ' 

4 12 I 

4 12 ; 

4 2 ' 

4 I < 



3 


17 


11 


8 


17 




3 


13 




3 


10 




S 


10 




3 


8 




8 


5 




2 


12 




2 


10 


1( 


2 


10 




£4 


18 


n 



gDotons^rpa asscsstlr at %\0 anb uptoatbs, 

Tovroahip. Hondnd ■ 



1. Yarmouth 

2. Korwich 

3. Lynn - 



Freebridge 
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Township. 


Hundred. 


Aneasment. 








£. «. 


d. 


4. 


Terrington - 


Freebridge 


40 9 





5. 


Wiggenhall 


,, 


37 





6. 


Walpole 


„ 


35 10 





7. 


Tilney 


>> 


30 





8. 


Walfloken - 


,, 


26 8 





9. 


West Walton 


„ 


23 





10. 


Swaffham - 


8. Qreenhoe 


20 





11. 


Snettisham - 


Smithdon 


19 





12. 


South Lynn 


Freebridge 


18 





13. 


Heacham - 


Smithdon 


16 10 





14. 


Thetford - 


Shropham 


16 





15. 


Sechford 


Smithdon 


15 10 





16. 


N. Walsham 


S. Erpingham - 


15 





17. 


Qeyton 


Freebridge 


15 





18. 


Northwold - 


Ghimshoe 


14 14 


0* 


19. 


Worstead - 


Tunstead 


14 10 


If 


20. 


E. Dereham 


Mitford - 


14 10 





21. 


Babbingley - 


Freebridge 


14 





22. 


Ffticham 


Clackclose 


14 





23. 


Waterwell - 


Clackclose 


14 





24. 


Aylsham 


Holt 


13 10 





25. 


Holme 


Smithdon - 


13 10 





26. 


Emneth 


Freebridge 


13 





27. 


Flitcham - 


)) 


13 





28. 


Docking 


Smithdon - 


13 





29. 


Eedenhall - 


Earsham - 


13 





30. 


Wymondham 


Forehoe - 


13 





31. 


Wyveton 


Holt 


13 





32. 


Sporle 


S. Qreenhoe 


12 10 


10 


33. 


Burnham Westgate 


Brothercrosa - 


12 10 





34. 


Feltwell 


Qrimshoe 


12 6 


H 


35. 


Euston 


Happyng - 


12 6 





36. 


Pulham 


Earsham - 


12 4 





37. 


Shotesham - 


H enstead - 


12 





38. 


North Eungeton - 


Freebridge 


12 3 





39. 


Castle Acre - 


») 


12 





voL.'xn.] 


X 







40. Massingham 




Freebridge 


12 


41. Swanton - 




Launditch 


12 


42. Snitterley - 




Holt 


12 


43. CauBtoa 




8. Erpingham 


12 


44. South Creake 




Gallow - 


11 12 


45. Breckham - 




Smithdon - 


11 10 


46. Seaming 




Launditch 


10 14 


47. Watlington - 




Clackclose 


10 14 


4S. Methwold ■ 




Grimshoe 


10 12 10 


49. Ormosby - 




E. Flegg - 


10 10 


90. Marham - 




Clackclose 


10 10 


51. Loddon 




Loddon ■ 


10 9 9 


52. Saham 




Wayland - 


10 7 4 


53. Barton Bendish 




Clackclose 


10 7 


64. Grimston 




Freebridge 


10 2 


55. EingBtead - 




Smithdon - 


10 


56. Buruham 8. Clement 


BrothercrosB 


10 


57. Shipdham - 




Mitford - 


10 


58. OlBye ■ 




Holt 


10' 


59. W. Dereham 




Clackclose 


10 


60. BeachamweU 




„ 


10 


Of those 60 there are 16 in Froebridge. 7 in Smithdon, and 


in Clackolose, making 


30 Id 


the three moat we 


terly hundred 


of the county. 
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ENDIX D. 





^fturn of i^t CoUtttioii anb ^ajiment of a Cent 
anb ^ifttent^ in t^t 8i^ lenrjj 6t^. 

The following extract from the return made by the loci 
Commissioners in Hilary term, U30, will show the way i 
which a settlement was made with the Barons of th 



Exchequer. It is taken from a small roll in the Norwich 
Ifuniment Boom.^ After reciting the names of the collectors 
and the appointed daja of payment, the return proceeds as 
follows : — 

"Becepta Denariorum. lidem onerant se gratis de mW 
m'oiti]'"xj" vj" do huinsmodi prima integra xv' conting^ente 
bona mobilia diversorum Comitum Baronum Uilitum ac aliorum 
hominum de Commuuitate Comitatus prodicti sicut eontinetur 
in quodam rntulu ipaorum Collectonim de particulis iude super 
hunc vismn osteiisia. Et do ctj" sij' de huinsmodi prima 
integra x*" coutin^nte bona mobilia hominam Burgorum et 
Vilinrum quo sunt da antitjuo dominico Regis in Comitntu 
predicto eicut eontinetur ibidem et prout responsum est Begi 
de huinsmodi xv" et x' Eotulo compotorum de tasationibus. 

"Summa oneris, ni'ra'm'cc(!iiij"sij" xij" vj''. D© quibus 
Bolverunt ad Eoceptani Scucearii per diversas tallias levatas 
menso Januai'ii Anno viij" super hunc visum ostensas m'm'm' 
ccclix" viij' ij'. Et rospecti sunt eis per diversa brevia super 
hunc visum ostenaa xmcv'. Et reapeeti sunt eis xxxvij' iiij' de 
tertia parte villate de Eemeahale in Uundredo de Ersham 
per procesaum inde habitum et constitutum Baronum ante- 
nominatorum in memorandis de Anno viij" Eegia H. Quintt 
inter ttalui et viatu compotoruiii de termino Bci Michaelis Eotulo 
XX"" ex parte Rememoratoris Thesaurarii. Et respiciuntur eis 
sij" de quibus petunt exonerari de parcella xx' contingents 
XV™ ville de Brokondele in hundredo de Humyllyerd quoa 
quidem xij' Collectorea x"' Ciuitatis Norwici levaverunt de 
eadem xv" eiusdem ville de quibus iidem Colleetores x"' 
respondent in visu x°" aupradicte. Et respiciuntur eis pro 
Tadiis suis consustis xviij''. 

" Et equales sunt."" 

IVantlaiion. — "Receipt of Money. The said (OoUectors) frsely 
charge themselves with £3191. 0*. 6i. of such" a first whole 

' It coiTwpondB with Lay l^ubsidiea, Norfolk, \%l, in the Public Rooord 
Office. 

• Or perhaps "oquatiM ott compotua." The MS. has '■ Et en." 
■ Fflihape " at the luuul kind." 

X 2 



fifteeenth touching the moveable goods of divGre Earls, Barons, 
Knights, and other men of the Commonalty of the County 
ftforeeaid, as is contained in a certain roll of the said Collectors 
of particulars therein shewn upon this view.' And with 
£201. 12«. Od. of such a first whole tenth touching the 
moveable goods of the men of the borougha and towEships 
which are of tho ancient demesne of the King in the county 
aforesaid, as is contained there and as answer has been made 
to the King of such a fifteenth and tenth in the roll of 
accounts of taxes. 

" Sum of tho charge, £3392. 12*. 6rf., of which they have paid 
at the receipt of tho Exchequer by divers tallica ' levied in 
the month of January in the 8th year shown on this view. 
£3370. B», 2d. And there are allowed to them by divers briefs 
shown on this view, 35«. And there are tdlowed to them 37». id. 
of the 3rd" part of the township of liemeshale, in the hundred 
of Ersham, by process thereon held and agreed of the afore- 
mentioned Barons in the memoranda of the 6th year of King 
Henry Vth, among the Statea and View of Acoounts ' of the term 
of S. Michael, in the 20th Roll on tho side of the Treasurer's 
Eemembrancer." And there are allowed to them 1 2»., of which 
they pray to be discharged, being parcel of 20». touching tiie 



' Tbe audit at the EichequoT. 

' Notched sticks etrack t^i rcprcsmt the sums of money pftid, of which 
ono hiJf was kept as a voucher. Tho coEoctore first acknowledgo their 
liabilit]' for tho whole charga as entered against them in tho Exchequer 
Roll. Then they prodiipe their tallies fat thu amoants actually paid. Than 
thoy shew warruita for certain atlonances, and fiaully claim a commission of 
£18 for tho labour of collection. So the account baluicos, and thay teoe 
an Hcquittancu. Tho commisaion is more than Id. on tbe pound, but Iiu 
than l<f. on the nuu-k of l.t*. id. Fur a most intareating accoant of the 
mode u! conducting such eettlemonta see Hubert Hall's jiiitiquilift of thi 
Exclieq-ufr, p. 126, &o. 

' This amount ia one-half of tbe aesossment in the list. 

• The title of some official document which contained the fijied chargea 
[status] and the annual settlumentB (riBus). 

> The chief of one of the departments of the £:(chequcr. See Soarg 
Bird's 8ui4e to thi Public Rtterdi, p. ixi. 
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fifteentli of the townsliip of Brakendelc," in the hundred of 
Humyllyerd (Ilmnbleyard), wUoh 12». the c-oUeckire of the 
tenth of the city of Norwich have levied of the aaid fifteenth 
of the said townahip, for whicli the said collectors of the 
tenth answer in the view o! the anid tenth. And there are 
allowed to them for their acouBtomed wages, £18. 
" And they are quit." 

"Afterwards followa an exactly similar return from the 
coUeotora of the tenth from the city of Norwich, accounting 
for their full liability of £91. 12«. Od., together with the 12#. 
from Trowse, belonging to the 20». of the fifteenth in Bracondale, 
in all £95. 4<i. Od. 

It will be observed that by those statements the 12». from 
Trowse is reckoned as part of their "charge" by both the 
county and city oullectora. The county collectors give £201. 124. 
as their shore of the tenth, and the addition of £94. 12f. fron;! 
Norwich makes the whole tenth £296. ii., aa stated above, 
p. 288. Trowse, therefore, must be reckoned in the fifteenth, 
which is stated to be £3191. 0). 6rf., making the total 
£3487. 4i. Gd., which differs only by lOi. from the (apparently) 
correct total. 

* Tbift sum cf !3). •kos bom Trowec in the raburb of Ihe city of Norwich. 
About tbia time tbo juriadivtion waB the eabject o! numerous dieputea 
between the i-itizenB and otberi), with tbe result that Trowee was decided 
lo be "in and of" the city o( Norwich, and Bracondale in tbe county 
of Norftilk. Hon(!o the city coUooton undertook to pay the I2i, from 
Trowse, but it is entered in tbe Subudy Roll) ba part of the 16th in 
Bracondale, 



Erraluiii.— Onpigo 288. lino 5, /or £o4S, \U. 4jrf. rtad £fH^. VI: iid. 
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#11 mtaiit grasses at |tcdon ^ §xti\i €xmm^\m 



COMMUNICATED BY 



THE REV. C. a. R. BIRCH, LL.M. 



The following brasses which, unless where otherwise 
stated, have been for many years preserved at Necton 
Hall, the scat of R. Harvey Mason, Esq., have been 
recently relaid in Necton Church. 

1. Two shields of arms: Beauchamp with a label of 
three points, impaling Ferrers of Groby, and Ferrers of 
Groby, belonging to the brass of Philippa de Beauchamp, 
1383. Philippa du Beauchamp was a daughter of 
Henry Lord Ferrers of Groby, and widow of Guy de 
Beauchamp, eldest son of Thomas, Earl of Warwick, 
who died in 1360. She is represented in the dress 
of a wido\v, vowed to a religious life, having made her 
solemn vow of chastity before the Bisliop of Worcest-er, 
in the Collegiate Church of Warwick, upon her husband's 
death, and probably spent the remainder of her life in 
religious seclusion at Shouldham Priory. This brass 
w^as originally in the centre of the chancel before the 
altar, but is now placed in the north chancel, otherwise 
the Tony or St. Catharine's Chapel. The w^hole of the 
marginal inscription as shewn in Cotmans plate is 
now gone, as is also a third shield w^ith the arms of 



•■?'•• -^'^ 



A' 



i 



Beauchamp, which was originally on the right side of 
the head of the effigy, the two which are now replaced 
having been respectively above the head and on the left 
side. Owing to an organ platform which covers the 
upper part of the slab, it was impossible to replace the 
former of these two in its original position, so it has 
taken the place of the lost sliiekl on the right side of 
the head, the third shield being replaced in its original 
position on the left. 

2. The effigies of William Curteya, notary, and his 
wife Alice, both deceased 1499. The former of these 
effigies, lately at Necton Hall, seems to have remained 
in the church at the date of Cotmau's sketch in 1815, 
His plate, however, is very inaccurate and misleading, 
no indication of the indent of a female figure is given, 
the date is wrongly stated as 1490, instead of 1499, 
the brass itself is said to be at Holme Hale instead of 
Necton, and a scale is given, accortling to which the 
height of tlie effigy would lie about double its actual 
size, i.e. 18J inchew. The female effigy was even then 
lost, and would seem to have been out of the church 
for about a century, having passed into the possession 
of Gough the antiquary, the Mesai-s. Nichols of 
Parliament Street, Westminster, &c„ its latest roating- 
place having been with Mr. Cleghom, of Shooter's Hill, 
where it was finally discovered by the pei-aeverance of 
Mr. Mill Stephenson, F.S.A., and at once handed over 
for replacement by Mr. Cleghom. Gough m his Sepul- 
chral Monuments, ii. 227, thus describes this effigy, 
having apparently obtained au account of the brasses 
at Necton from Mr. Schnebbelic in 1790, which may 
be the approximate date of the transference of the 
effigy, then loose, into liis possession. He describes 
Mistress Curteys as "in a three-quarters attitude, veil 
head-dress, close gown, and long buckled belt, her hands 
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elevated and displayed," which may be taken as a 
sufficient description of the figure. The expression of 
the face is pleasing, though slightly worn, and a small 
portion of the licad-dress has been broken away. The 
upraised hands may be compared with Mistress Clere 
at Stokesby, 1488, and of the second wife of William 
de Grey, Esq., at Merton, c. 1520. The effigy of 
William Curteys himself is interesting, as being one 
of the few representations of a notary remaining. His 
hair is long and curled, and he is clad in the gown 
usually worn by persons of his class at the period, 
the only distinguishing peculiarities being tlie pen-case 
and ink-horn which are attached to his girdle. The 
brass generally is a fair specimen of those executed at 
the lime by local artificers at Norwich, in this case 
probably by the Bi-asyers, to whose own bi-asses at 
St. Stephen's, Norwich, executed about 1513, there are 
several points of resemblance, tn the treatment of the 
hair and otherwise. The effigies are turned towards 
each other, and are, as has been stated, slightly over 
eighteen inches in height. The inscription is immediately 
below the effigies, and has remained in the church 
tbrooghout : it presents several points of interest, and 
runs as follows: — 

©rate p' aiaftj CTilU ffiurtfos Nofarii 1 Slicic bi'is ci' q' ohm 
b" SaltSas jHaicii a° 3])u itt'ccrrlnxxii ciuoj atabj p'ptciEt' W ami 

It will be noticed that both parties deceased on the 
same day, and that the date is stated in an unusual 
form. William Curteys, by bis will proved in 1500,' 
founded a chantry in Necton Church, and desii-ed to 
be buried upon the south side of the " Rode auter " 
in that church, a spot which could not he very far 

' OarUifiw'B Thi Sttuhnhami, fe., p. 174—" 18S3." 
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removed, if at all, from that occupied at present by hia 
gravestone, a slab of tmiisual size lying at the east 
end of the nave. It is matter for satisfaction to find 
this brass again complete, and all its portions, so long 
and variously separated, again occnpying their original 
indents. 

3. The effigy of Mary Rust, 1596, which is also 
engraved by Cotman. and is a fair ordinary specimen 
of the period of its execution, about twenty inches in 
height. This was originally in St. Catharine's Chapel, 
but as no trace remains of the slab or indent, it has 
been relaid in a new stone, probably in much the same 
position Eis that originally occupied. The lady is dressed 
in kerchief, ruff, stomacher, farthingale, and richly 
embroidered petticoat, after the fawhion of the day, and 
bears a Bti*ong general resemblance to the well-executed 
figure of June Couingsbie (n^e Wintlham) at Felbrigg, 
1608, so that it is difficult to avoid the conjecture that 
botli memorials may have been executed by the same 
hand. Mistress Rust's possibly not having been erected 
immediately upon her death. The inscription is un- 
fortunately now lost, but, n.'i given by Blomefield, shews 
tills lady to have been the daughter of Robert Ooodwyn, 
Gent., who has a bras.s in the church dated 1532, a 
sister of Ethelburga Goodwyn, who lias a brass dated 
1527, and wife in the first instance of John Bacon, 
Gent, who has another brass dated 1528. She sub- 
sequently married Robert Rust, who died in 1558, and 
she survived until November, 1596,* when at the close 
of the eventful century, through nearly all of winch 
she had lived, she must have attained a very advanced 
age, which, it may be remarked, her effigy makes no 
attempt to indicate. 



' Buried NoTember 28tb, 1686.— Par, Beg. 



Ackuowledgmeuta are due to R. Hai-voy Uason, Esq., 
of Nectou Hall, and Mr. Cleghorn, for the readiness 
with wliich they Riirrendered poBseBsIati of the brasses 
belonging to tliia chm-ch, which they respectively held, 
wlien assured that they would be carefully replaced in 
their original positions ; also to the Rev. E. H. Nelson, 
Rector of Neeton, for tlie intei'est in the matter shewn 
by him, and for much kind as-'iistance. 



At Great Cressingham, also, the tioii i-'tKgy of William 
Eyre, Esq,, "Juris peritua " and Justice of the Quorum 
for Norfolk ami Suffolk, in civil costume, 1507, which 
has been for some years lying loose in its indent, 
has been once more securely refixed, together with 
the central portion of the inscription as shewn in 
Cotman's plate, which had long been missing, but which 
was fortunately traced into the possession of the local 
wheelwright, who liail acquired it, together with other 
items at a local auction for a tnfling sum. Thanks are 
due to tlie Rev. Ernest Heseltine, Rector of Great 
Cressingham, for his kind co-operation in the matter. 



At the same time all other brasses, both at Neeton and 
Great Cressingham, were examined, and, where found 
necessary, properly secured. The above replacements, 
&c., wei*e carried out in Juno last by Messrs, Hardman 
of Birmingham, under the Hpecial superintendence of 
Mr. Thomas Wareing, and at the cost of the Rev, 
C. Q. K. Birch of Brancaster, to whom tlio Norfolk and 
Norwich Arehroological Society has since, in consideration 
of the above work, voted a sum which he proposes 
to apply towards further work of a like character 
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within the county. There are still in Norfolk many 
loose brasses which call for prompt attention, so that 
another generation may not- have cause to deplore their 
loss. Pressing instances may be named at St. Lawrence, 
Norwich, East Tuddenham, and Fakenham, and doubtless 
others will be within the knowledge of many of our 
members. Too many valuable memorials, whose loss 
is now irreparable, have disappeared for want of such 
care, not only since the comparatively distant dates 
of the compilation of Blomefield's History, of Gough, 
and of Cotman, but within the recollection of many 
still living. 



€cdt$ h^ t^c Sta. 



DANBY PALMER. U.S.A. 



The seaman or traveller who before this last January, 
1895, may have been in the habit of coasting along the 
Norfolk shore, from the port of Gt. Yarmouth to the 
northward, cannot fail ti) have noticed, unless custom had 
dimmed his interest in the oVjjects which met his eye, a 
tall and lonely structure, washed by the ocean waves, 
on Ecclea beach, which upon enquiry he found described 
as " Eccles Steeple " ; a strange and weird place indeed 
to find such an ecclesiastical ruin. 

This tower, one of the round ones which furnish so 
marked a feature in this locality, was in fact the only 
part usually visible of the parish church of St. Mary 
at Eccles, which, however, is still a rectory in the gift 
of the Rev. Henry Evans Lombe, but I need hardly 
state is now pnietically a sinecure, of the value of 
£58. lOs., the few remaining iahabitants using the 
neighbouring church of Hempstead, for which action, 
indeed, they require no excuse, aa it is impossible for 
the parson of Eccles, or his flock, to use a church which 
is non-cxistcnt. 

That a very different state of affairs existed in earlier 
times is evident, for upon the occasion of the gale of 
October, 1893, displacing a large quantity of the sea 
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beach sand, the foundations of the church were agam' 
after the lapse of many years bared to the view. 
The edifice was shewn to have consisted of the usual 
Early English church arrangement with one aisle to 
the south of it, probably added in consequence of an 
increased demand for church accommodation at some 
early period of its history. 

On this being mentioned to Capt. H. King, R.N. (one 
of the corresponding members of our Society) he gave 
the writer much valuable information on the subject. 
Having been Coastguard ofBcer for the district for the 
years 1858 to 18G3, he was well acquainted with it 
at that time, and he lent our Society the two sketches 
which illustrate this paper, which he himself took in 
May, 1869. 

Captain King wrote (1894), "My first sight of Eccles 
Tower was in February, 1858. It then stood on the 
edge of the marram. In December, 1862, occurred 
strong easterly gales and high tides, which waj^hed away 
the sand and exposed the original level of the village 
of Eccles. 

" On referring to my notes made on the 27th December, 
1862, I find the following entry:— 'To the north of the 
church considerable remains of cottages are laid bare : 
the very roads and ditches are visible. I thought that the 
latter might have been channels formed by the washing 
of the sea ; but I found a hole or drain in the 
churchyard wall to let the water run through into otoe 
of these ditches, which remain tolerably perfect from 
having been covered up so constantly with sand. The 
old tower stands now clear of the sandhill in which it 
was imbedded.' 

" On the 1st May, 1869, I made a careful study of the 
church [Plate I.] At that time the foundations were 
perfect. 
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"On the night of the 19th Octoher, 1869, occurred a 
north-easterly gale and high tide [sketched in Plate II.] 
On that occasion the eastern foundation of the ehurcli 
was undermined and turned over on its aide. 

"Since that period further dilapidations have taken 
place." 

With regard to the township itself, it may be here 
stated that it lies nine miles east by south of North 
WaJstiam, and was formerly a haralet of the great 
lordship of Hasburgh or Happishurgh, two miles distaot 
(once the site of a Bonian station), held in Sason timeB, 
with the adjoininc; lands, including Ecclos, by Edrio the 
Dane, who is said to have "seized ou them." He held 
at the Conquest, when he was deprived of his estate 
by the Normans. 

From the earliest times it is clearly shown by the 
records of pa.st ages how much and how often this 
district has suffered from what old Manship calls "the 
great rage of the sea : " thus since the days of Edrio 
the villages of Shipden, Keswick, Clare, and Whimpnall 
have utterly disappeared, and the greater part of several 
other townships, of which Eccles is one. have' followed 
suit. 

The earliest record as to this is to he found in 
SaWAoiomrei de Cotton, Motiachi Norvicenais, Hisloria 
Anglicana (edited by H. R. Luard, M.A., and published 
under the direction of the Master of the Rolls), p. 168, 
and reads as follows : — " Anno gratiie MCCLXXXVii die 
Dominica proxima ante festum Sancti Thomie apostolt 
in Novembri,' circa mediam noctem audita sunt tonitrua, 
et die Mercurii proximo sotiuente facta est inundatio 
maris magna. In cujus inundationo sen immensa tem- 
pestato in villis de Hoi-seye, Waxtonesham, Marthom, 



' So in Ccthii], Wt St. Thomoa' Daj is Dwwmbcr 2Ut. 
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Hikelinge, et in villis adjacentibus cc homines submS 
sunt. In villa vero de Gememuta centum homines sunt 
submersi. In magna vero Gememuta prostratus eat 
murus lapideus cimiterii per inundationem maris epatio 
Ix pedum. Et prostratus est murus prioris pronus in 
terram, et ita Humon accrevit quod ultra ma^um altare 
in dicta eccleaia transcendebat." We cannot well doubt 
but that Ecclos was one of these adjacent villages. 

A more detailed account of this inundation, in which, 
among other incidents, 180 persons perished at Hickling, 
will be found in the Chi-onicle of John de Oxenedes 
{Rolls Series), p. 270. 

Passing to another part of its history, the manor (also 
now held by the Rev. Henry Evans Lombe), is worthy of 
special remark. 

Many valuable privileges are, or were, enjoyed with it. 
Thus we fiud= in 33rd Edward I. {1305) William te Parker 
as lord was entitled to wreck of the sea, lagan, and 
resting-geld, customs, and other profits upon sea and 
land; and of every crew of a ship or boat washing 
their nets in the village after Michaelmas to Martinmas, 
an hundred herrings ; and also a fee for goods, chattels, &c., 
coming to land by sea without the help of the said 
William or his servants, or resting upon the land one 
day and one night; and if the said William or his 
men, &c., immediately after imminent danger, or after 
shipwreck, should do their endeavour to save such 
things, he shall have a third part of them or the 
equivalent value, unless of his good will he will remit 
something, but he must not bo asked. 

Returning, however, to the ravages of the sea, it may 
be remembered that much of the flamage here has arisen 
from the fact that fi-om time immemorial persons have 

' Dhmifiild, ix. 294. 



been allowed to take whatever sea-beach materials they 
required for domestic or other purposes, without molestatioa 
or the exaction of auy fee, and unfortunately the in- 
creasing demand for this induced individuals who were 
deputed by tlie lords of the manor to officiate in their 
stead, to apply for permission to charge so much per 
freight or load ; which being granted, a large income 
has been realized from the hundreds of loads of sand 
and stones removed, annually. So severely had the 
parish suffered from this and the other causes referred 
to, that in 1605 the following petition (now in the library 
of Pembroke College, Cambridge) was presented to tho 
Queen's Commissionera : — 

1605. The certificate of y" Ruynated Estate of the 

Town of Eccles. 
Whereas a greate parte of y" houses & laudo lyinge 
within y" sy^ towne of Eccles & all y* church of Eccles 
by reason of y" contynuall breaches of y* sea be swallowed 
up .... y' sea, and where y" same towne hath bene 
a good fysher towne .... Ixxx were householders Ss 
in lande xiii C acres, yere is nowe not .... remaynyng 
above fourteen houshoulds & of lande not above iii C 
acr[es], y" rest being all eaten upp with y" sea, all yia 
notwithstan[ding] y" sy"" towne atandeth still chargeable 
with so muche taxe' as w[hen] it stood in his best estate, 

& ye vicar of y' sy'' towne with as muche. 

Y* humble petition of y" Inhabitants of y" sy* 

towne is yat y* sy*" taxe may be 

moderated as yt seemeth good to yo' honorable 
considerations. 
Jo. Norwich. Will. Paston. W. Scanable. 

In conclusion it may be remarked that every 
remaining vestige of Eccles denotes anticjuity. Ancient 

• 8ae note below, p. 310. 



walls are from time to time exposed by the action 
of tlie sea, removing lofty santl-liills, and the peasantry 
have picked up silver and copper coins of great antiquity 
on ita beach. But a still stronger evidence of a remote 
period may be traced in the wells constructed with large 
unburned bricks, formed in a mould wider at one end 
than at the other, to adapt them to the true circumference 
of the welt itself, and it seems clear that these wells 
had ijeen filled up with earth, and ceased to be used 
before the abandonment of the place, since near to every 
one is a stone well, built with mortar similar to that of 
the church. 



^* The foregoing brief notes, wluch were originaJly read 
to the Yarmouth branch of our Society in February, 
1894, were suggested by the anxiety which had long 
been felt with reganl to the safety of tlie old steeple. 
Through the kind interest of the Rev. H. Evans Lombe, 
assisted by Mr. Francis Homor and Mr. George Wilkinson 
of Holt, some steps were taken during 1894 to ensure 
the preservation of the structure, at least for some time. 
The base was cemented in order to ao-rest the progress of 
decay through the action of the weather or an occasional 
inroad of the sea or the still more destructive hands of 
thouglitless visitors. 

The notes were already passing through the press, 
when a new and unexpected interest was added to 
them. The dreaded catastrophe had taken place. The 
last ten days of December, 1894, brought with them a 
series of north-easterly gales of unusual violence, accom- 
panied by high tides which almost threatened to repeat 
the experiences of 1287. The base of the tower waa 
TOL. XH.] Y 
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id, and the waves at times dashed half way to 
the sunimit. The danger passed ; but only for a time. 
On Wednesday, January 23rd, 1895, another gale of 
equal violence sprang up, driving before it a tide of 
abnormal height. A neighliouiing resident, Mr. Clements, 
jun., of the Manor Fanii, states ' that at six o'clock, whea 
he left the apot, " the sea was breaking furiously againat 
the tower, at times tlie spray of the breakers going 
over its summit," At seven o'clock, when he returned, 
the tower had disappeared. " It had fallen in a north- 
westerly direction, in the very teeth of the gale." Thus 
one more of the coast churches of Noi-folk has become 
a thing of the past, and perhaps some day a "Chureh 
Rock " will alone mark, at low tides, the spot where 
Eecles Church once stood. 



Note. — The " tax " from which the inhabitants of ■ 
Ecclea petitioned to be relieved (p. 308) was settled 
in 1334 at £3. 123. Od., as entered in the " Norfolk 
Assessment" ^ven in this volume (p. 267). It appears^ 
also that the place had no share in the ababemeoti 
allowed to "decayed towns" in 1449, therefore it most 
be presumed that its decay had not set in at that date. 

A plan of the foundations of Eccles Church, as laidi 
bare in October, 1893, was mode by Mr. James Teosdel 
of Gt Yarmouth, and shewn at the annual meeting 
the Yarmouth branch of the Society in January, 1894. 

^ 8m EttttTH Dmfy Prtn, JnnuBry 26th, tSM. 



glnhing of ^ijiin. 



EDWARD M. BELOE, F.H.A. 



THE HUNDRED. 

The Hundred of Free-Bridge — in Dmneaday the 
Hundred and Half of Frede Bruge ' — lias from early 
timea been in two divisions :— Freobridge Lynn and 
Freebridge Marshland. Freebridge Maishland comprises 
the " Province " or district of Marshland which containa 
the seven townships of Emncth, Walsokon, Walton, 
Walpole, Terrington, Tilney, and Cleuchwarton, and 
outside the " Province," Wiggeuhall and Lynn. The 
subdivision of those townships into parishes in no 
way concerns ns. The townships are shown in 
the map accompanying my description of them.* The 
hundred of Free Bridge was certainly in the fourteenth 



■ Fridfl Bridge, dedicat«d to tbo goddeas, te Wantford is to Woden. 
Friday Bridge, in Elm, would aeem to bale the tame derivation. It ii 
marked on tbo fifteeotb century map in the moMnm at Wiib«cb. 

' Sea Map No I . 

T 2 
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century the richest district in Norfolk,' the magnificence 
of the churches of that century, and the earlier and 
later centuries, attest its wealth. Free Bridge Marshland 
is entirely recovered from the sea. The history of this 
work, aa shown by the landmarks of its progreas 
which remain, is the subject of this paper. 



THE MARSHLAND. 

It is said — I know not how truly — that the current 
that sets from the north whirls at the head of the 
Wash, bringing down fmm the cliffs of Yorkshire the 
sediment which by other currents takes its southward 
course, and has a tendency to deposit it directly into 
the estuary. And this will account for a great deal of 
what we have to treat of. But before I come to this 
I want to impress upon my readers one fact. Tliere 
in the great basin which forms the fen country 
pavement as it were of peat. It runs quit* from the 
hills that surround the hay to the sea. It is of ditTerent 
depths, and it is of different thickness. We have here 
to limit our inquiry to a district which extends not 
more than twenty miles around Lynn, The whole of 
that district is paved as it were with peat. It 
underneath the whole town of Lynn, It runs up to the 
hills at Oaywood; it goes through the whole of Marshland: 
it edges the sea to Himstanton and to Brancaster. If 
you want to get a fine section of it you cannot do 
better than take a boat at low tide up the EJttuary Cut. 
You will find about sec feet from the surface of the 
banks one level line quite the whole two miles on either 
side. 



* 8m the p*P^ 01 "The AsMMment ot Norfolk i 
Ber. W. Eudun, pp. 249, 260, 263 of thu volnme. 
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That line, as I have said, is the peat which 
under the whole country. It is formed in parts of it from 
the forest; in other parts with raiik vcj^tation, decayed 
ao that it becomes black with age. At its formation 
the aea did not flow over it; and this must be 
well remembered and well considered. What kept back 
the sea we know not, but the whole of the fen laud 
and the whole of Mai-shlaiid and the whole of Lynn 
waB covered with a teeming, reeking fen vegetation. 
Over this, at some unknown epoch, broke the sea. The 
sea whirled backwards and forwards, depositing at every 
tide a silty substance, and wherever this deposit is we 
call it marsh; but by some unknown law, which I 
cannot explain to you, without being stopped by any 
barrier, the sea Bowed no further inland than over the 
northern part of this peat-paved basin, and there it 
left the fen country, as it were, uncovereil with silt, 
and that remains fen still. 

The district to which we must narrow our inquiry is 
bounded by the Nene on the one side, and by the Ouse 
on the other, These are the eastern and weatem 
boundariea, the northern bc-ing the Wash and the southern 
the fens. Over the whole of this district, the tide 
flowed and depositet^l its silty sandy soil, stopping about 
eight miles inland, leaving, then, the great district 
behind uncovered, which is the fen proper, I don't go 
further uouth tlian this great fen. some six miles one 
way and two or three the other to the south of Marsh- 
land, and which at one time formed the common. It 
has since been divided up ; it is called the Marshland 
Fen and Marshland Snieeth. 

Radiating from this common were the townships of 
Marshland, having their southern boundary on the 
common and as their northern boimdary the sea or river, 
excepting one which we shall specially refer to. Now, 



these seven towns of Marsh land are tlie province of 
Marshland, whicli were once open to the sea, and 
men must have joined, when the sea ebbed and 
flowed over them, to form a great Ijari-ier and to shut 
it out. Whether it was the inhabitants of the fen 
that did this, or whether it was the settlers from 
a distance — who saw the chance of gaining a large- 
territory, I know not; but there must have been a 
great combination, for they fonned a bank, which is 
the boundary i>f the reclaimed land towards the Nene on 
the cast, towards the sea on the north, and towards what 
WRR then the Lin on the west. 

It is called the Roman Bank, but when made, or 
by what means, or what power of combination thesa 
people had, I cannot tell you: but there within that 
bank they formed themHelves into seven settlements. 
They had a great common foi' their cattle at their 
backs, and the sea which they had fouglit in their 
front. Now we will come to a very interesting point. 
Outside this bank and uneucloaed by it, was, as I have 
said, the Lin. It was divided aftenvards into north, 
south, west, and the " Bishop's Lin," and it was left 
sea when Marshland was shut in. It was the Lin. 
The western bank of the Ijn was the eastern boundary 
of Marshland. The eastern boundary of the Lin was 
the bank that divided the high lands of Norfolk from 
the sea. This eastern bank (which corresponded toi 
the Roman bank on the opposite side of the water 
behind West Lynn) was the bank that runs down by 
our Walks, and divides the old settlement of Gaywood 
from where the sea then washed. I have now shewB 
you where the bounds of the old lake were, east and 
west. Southerly it hissed up the whole way to the 
southern boundary of the Lin at Watlington. 

The Wiggeuhalls are not in Mai^hland : tliey are of 



more recent formation* The boundary of Marshland 
runs in a line north and south, westward of the 
Wiggenhalla. Now we will take this bank as the 
boundary of Marshland, and we will call it by its 
name, the Roman Bank. The Roman Bank formed 
the western Iwiindary of the river Ousc, running down 
and forming a defence from the sea, which then flowed 
up past the Wiggenhalls. We will make this clear 
presently. The people that formed the eeven parishes 
called them by names, which, as to foui\ had reference 
to this Imnk, We have the Wal-soken, the Wal-ton, 
and the Wal-pole, all of them having reference to the 
bank; for "wall" formerly did not mean only that 
which was built of bricks and mortar, but anything 
of earth as well.* Then we have Clench warton, — one 
of these seven towns, and tlie name of this village 
has B, very singular derivation, to which I must call 
your attention. The " war " in Clencliwai'ton is well 
known to be equivalent to guard.^ The Warborough is 
a beacon hill, and is so marked on the Ordnance map : 
there are two on the north coait of Norfolk, and 
War-ham near Wells, with its grand Danish camp is 
the guard-town. This War-town or Guard-town is a 
town which is ci'eated entirely by banks, for even on 
its land side it has its war-ditch or bar-ditch — but of 
this hereafter. You may take tliat name as clear as 



' In Dugdalu'H Iltnlory of Embtrnkiiig and Breinafi the dulrict if 
froqusntty mentioned aa "the provineea of Uarxhlund und WiggcnhaU," 
when '• Dugdulo " ia reforrcd to, the nbove work k meant. 

' Kearly ntt the Iowdh beginning with Wal- nre on riTen or the sea. 
Wal-woTth un tho louth of Thamoa adjoins the rirer, and a niimed from its 



site. 






' Id Skoafs Omeiit Elym. Tiki., y. 695—" •/ War, also Wal,— to 
suiToiuid, protect, guard." Wal, in Walton and the othor towns, tuny 
huTe the aime meaning bji War in Olenchwartun, and not Wall. See 
also Streatfluld'a LiHCobuhirt and ihi Sana, p. im. 
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you may the WalpoleB or Waltou. llie firat syllable 
is also siiiguki', and can well be made out. It 
written in Domesday " Cleuch," precisely as on the 
other side of tlie German Ocean we have "Helvvoet 
sluys." Now wind, a sluice then was not as we have 
it now, to let water out, but " sluice " comes from 
" exclusa," to exclude the water. That is well known ; 
and therefore we have in Clenchwart<in ' the town 
guarded by the banks excluding the water." 

TUE WIGUENHALLS (WIGREHALE). 
There is nothing in which there is so much empiricism 
as in the derivation of place-names, and it is utterly 
foolish for persons to jump at derivations without proof 
or without distinction. But when we have a name 
clearly put before us, and when we can trace it to 
its source, and can see what it was at first, we should 
be taking from oui-selves a great means of knowledge 
if we ditl not courageously a<lopt a reasonable 
derivation. I have said to you that the Wiggen- 
halla were not included in Marshland ; tliey were not 
enclosed by any Ijank. I will now tell you the reason 
why, and for this I must have recourse to our plans.' 
You will .sec that the Marshland parishes all lie to the 
west of the Wiggetihalls We have dealt with the great 
work, the Roman Bank, mai;le to enclose Marshland. We 
have now to deal with a greater bank, and a ))ank which 
stilt continues to bear the name for which it waa made, — 
the Great North Sea Bank. It is a splendid work. 
It runs east and west, and was made to exclude the 
waters of the Lin from the Wiggen halls. That it 

' In the Terrier to which I refer horesftur it is Bleuchwsrlon : " u " 
and "a" in medlieval writing oru very similar, which miiy account tor the 

' See Section No. 3. • See Map So. I. 
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was a bank shutting out the sea we have not 
only the evidence of ita name, but the state of the 
land on either side — on the land side the soil is 
low, very low, and on what was the sen aide it is 
high.' And this is the case with all sea banks ; the 
tide flowed on, depositing its silt on the sea side, and 
making the surface higher and higher; the enclosed land 
remained at its former level. I am able, by the kind- 
ness of Mr. J. C. Hart, to give yon two sections of 
the North Sea bank, and one of the Roman bank, most 
carefully taken by him.^ 

Here I must explain to you that the division of 
parishes in our inquiry was entirely ignoretl. In Domesday 
Book and always in Dugdale, except in one instance, 
Wiggenhall is all one ; it is Wigrehale. The deiivation of 
"Wigr" we must be a little doubtful of. Blomefield 
is not generally happy tn his derivation of names 
of places, but I think he is correct here. The " Wi " 
is certaijily water ; what " gre " means I do not know ; 
and the " hale " is equivalent to rush. We have 
therefore, I think, here the water outfall. Now tliis 
exactly corresponds with the position of the Wiggenhalla. 
All that is blue on the plan was then the Lin. — water 
freely flowing all over the great space in one great 
lake. The North Sea Bank excluiled the waters from 
the Wiggenlmlls, and if you follow it you will see 
exactly the opening of the river as it was at that time. 
If you stand at the corner where the North Sea Bank 
turns south near the Eau Brink, and look across to 
Islington where the bank bordering Mai-sbland was, you 
will see the great estuary where the river Ouse flowed 
into what was then the sea. And here again the 
names help us. Eau Brink was the brink on the sea. 

' See SecticniH Ncia. 1, 3, 4. 
■ Seo tjeotions Nob. 1 to 4. 
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It atamls exdctly where the mouth of the river closed, 
the North Sea Bank ruiinmg past it; for, mind you. 
although it is now called Eau Brink, the real name 
is Ea Brink, which is a union of the British word 
brink anii the Saxon word Ea, and is the old name for 
this Imndet lying at the outlet of the Ouae. the town- 
s}iip at the mouth of tlie river. The township of 
Wifi;rehale runs seven miles inland, and at the hack of 
it Joins the Marshland Fen. and is there feu itself 
uncovered with silt.' 

Wo liave got pretty well t<.i the two yreat enclosures 
of Marshland by the Roman Bank, and of tlie Wiggen- 
halt by the North Sea Bank. But these only provided 
safety from tho sea : the hardy dwellers of marshland 
founil another enemy invading them from the south. 
This time it was from the fresh water coming by 
" Well," ' Upwell and Outwell, and overflowing the fen, 
and our attention is now called to the southern boundary 
of tlie country. This was guarded long before record 
by the Oki Podyke, and much wailin;^ tliere was in early 
times of the breaking of the banks and of the injury 
to the fen. 

It is hardly possible to realize the inish of waters 
that could have caused this, for now the old podyke 
lies nuiet an<l useless, going its winding course for 
many many iiules like a serpent, and lying on land 
all around dry and drained, man having got master 
of the waters.'' Bnt all they did to the old podyke 
was ineffectual to stop the danger. They set to work' 
to make a new dyke, three miles southward and away 

' 'II10 hiTnlet i)f HarJwir/k niii uti h priunuulory, iormiag the onttyiag' 
]«nd o( Runclon. Of its n.mo 1 nni doubtful, hb I am of Wsat Wmok,. 
but both relate, iu my opinion, to the wntera o( tha Lin. 

' Thii "Well" river wa« turned, either by its naluml curron' 
srtificiftHy, lalo WeU Crekk knd so to SilCar'a Lode. 

• See Section No. 2. 
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from their property, to form a second barrier, called 
the New Podyke, now the northern hank of Well 
Creak. Tliis waa made hy tlio Marslilaiid townships 
soon after the 1st Henry VI., and tlie dimgt'r is thus 
described: — "Tbat the hanks and sewera lying betwixt 
the waters of Well and the stream which ran thence 
to Wiggenhall were so torn and conaumed, partly by 
the violence of tlie .tides, and partly by the great flow 
of fresh water passing ttiat way, that there great 
damage was done," and the way the country went to 
work to make this dyke may suggest how the old 
dykes were made. 

The Sheriff of Norfolk impounded jm-oi-s, who met 
the Commissioners appointed by the king, and the 
jurors presented "that the bank called Podyke, anciently 
made for tlie safcgiianl of tlio towns in tills province 
of Marshland, was ruinous, and a great portion of the 
ground overflowed with fresh water," aud the Com- 
missioners onlained for the better preservation of the 
town,'^ of Marshland, another wall on the north side 
of Salters Lode Bank should be made by all the 
landowners throughout Marshland, and all the in- 
habitants within the towns thereof and of the town 
of Wiggenhall." 

By a fresh ndjustiiieut made in the 21st Henry VII. 
each town of Marshland, with Wiggenhall, was given 
a piece of the bank to repair. By this new adjustment 
every acre of gi-ound in Marshland was assessed to 
four inches of the said bank, 

I wish I coukl give some suggestion as to the times 
wlien tlie first inclosures of Maraliland and Wiggenhall 
were made. It is far, far beyond the beginning of history; 
it was befoi-e the embankitig of the Lin, because if the 

• Dugd&le, Cole's Ed., p. 263. 



Lin Wfts then ready to be inclosed, Wiggenhall would 
have been included in Marshland, and in the privileges 
that Marshland gained in their rights of common over 
the smeeth and fen.' 



THE TRACKWAYS AND THE DYKES. 

Tlie marked internal feature in the economy of 
Marshland is the system of trackways that led from 
the settlements to this j^eat common of the smeeth 
and fen. The settlements themselves, which afterwards 
became villages, were all under the "Koman" Bank, or 
near the river bank, the latter the more dangerous, 
as we have seen, from the fresh waters coming down 
and meeting the " ^ger," that was an ancient incident 
to our tidal waters. 

There are several maps which fortunately preserve 
for us traces of the earlier features of the country. 
The earliest is one by William Heyward, 1591, belonging 
to Sir William ffolkes of Hillington Hall, who has 
kindly allowed me the use of it. It is the Survey 
from which all the subsequent maps of Dugdale and 
Blometield were taken, and our earliest authority. 

'' Except on the iNiiih iu Waliwtken iiuar Wiebech, no Koman remBins of 
any kind have bseii tgutid in MHCshliiiid, Wiggenhall, or Lynn. I hare 
two flna bronno Bpear-haidK which came from « houBo in Terrington, but 
with no evidenoo where they were fnUDil. In this year (1305), in mildiig 
tho DGw milway hriilge at Suttun Btidgo, b purfect piiliualiLbio Bint uelt 
was found on the peat, Ifl ft. heiow the bed of tho rirer aoii 39 ft. below 
Ordnitncc datum lino ; oior the peat Isy the ailt, sad over thnt atrKtA 
of Band, atones, aoJ shells. This Hpot WHa furmerly in the eatnary of the 
None. On the marine forest at Holme a sniHll [ralixhod celt was found 
in IH29, now in the Norwich MuB«um ; nnd in dredging for oyiiten in 
the Mid VVaeli, throe niilcj oil the Boating light, a Bne perforated itone 
hammer wug found, now in the Lynn MuHeum. 1 leave tho au^^eitions 
following OD thuRB fnctB to others, but it seems the settlemoDls of early man 
QXtonded beyond tho Boman beink into what ie now aea. 
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Another important map is that made for the Cora- 
missioDera of Sewers of Marshlfin<l, a reduced copy of 
which was engraved in 1826. Tliese will be referred 
to as Heyward's map and Utting's map.* 

We are here assisted by Heyward's map. In 1691 
the " Droves " were a great mark of the country. They 
became useless on the enclosure of the smeeth and fen 
in 1795, but their entrance into the common is still 
marked by the " Gate," by which each township entered 
into it. 

All tliese droves went to the smeeth, not the fen, 
which was probably at times deep in water. They 
were for the most part a furlong broad, all grass, and 
some 4J to 6 miles long, taking up i-eally a substantial 
portion of the land. They may still be traced in parts. 
Thus opposite the " Robin Hood," West Walton, are two 
roads leaditig down to the smeeth ; the land between 
them was the "Drove," marked in Heyward's map as 
Walton Drove. In Utting's map, 1826, this piece, then 
fields, is stated to be new enclosed land. Houses are 
now on the east and west sides of the i-oads, and were 

^ The earlieat map would Beem to be one in ths Wisbech MuBeum, and 
is of eitrEimo uttereat. Of this tho Buthoritiae bavo kiDdlj" given ms tlie 
uee. It is dated lliST, and waa copied (renovsta) frotQ one of ISQT, vhioll 
w&B aiao copied from a provioue one. Tbo copy of 1G57 retiuDi tha 
lettering of tbe origiDril map. which was not later than 1430. The 
Monaiterjr of Tborney is taken as exiating ; the notes on it aro of 
grett value. The copyiit of 1667 did not llnish thego, for somo are 
blank Bpaces, and one is incomplete, finishing " et ab illo fossato uaque 
Wryde et ub Wryde." The ilisuuasion of thia map would form a 
paper of itself ; it bbdihb hitherto to bore bfen unnoticed. I cannot teavs 
the subisot of maps without naming the valuable aurroy of Thomas Uyloe, 
dated 1707, from aurveyi taken 1790—1791. Both Heyward and Mylne 
were probably connected with important survi^ya of the Bedford Lerel. 
William Heyward in 1604 made a plan and award of the whole fen-knd for 
tho Hudford Level ComouBtionere, and Robert Mylne wag appointed one of 
the two engineers undor the firat E^u Brink Act, 1796, 
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formerly on the aides of the drove with an open j 
space between. The Tihiey "Drove" is also markac 
on the road from Tilney fen end to Tilney All Sainfcl 
which ia the site of the earlier settlement of 
township of Tilney. Tlie drove is shown hy the litM 
on Utting's map, ami called New Field, quite fron 
Tilney fen end. It is a furlong broad for the fin 
two miles from the snieeth, and is now enclosed, ba 
marked, as I said of Walton Drove, hy a line of houj 
one field oft' the present highway, which, narrowed 
goes along the western side of the old drove. I w<M 
trace Tilney Drove further. On approaching St. LawrenS 
Church, which it passes, the present narrow road crossei 
the drove anil went down its western side, and Ayltne 
Hall was on the eastern and the church on the wee 
side of the drove, and botli immediately on it ; the sped 
between was grass. 

I liave said that the Church of St. Lawrence 
on the drove, bo was Tenington St. John's on Terringtoi 
Drove ; Islington Church, now in fields, was close on i 
open common, and on the principal line of commonicatia 
across the river still called the " Pull over," The( 
churches now appear oft" all lines of communication, bj 
as I showed in my paper on the fen ixwd," the priitcipi 
objects were on the ancient tracks, which Ijcing disusei 
as the main lines of communication, the important sitl 
on them appear out of society altogether. 

Marshland was, up to the present century 
into it, an isolated country. Complete in itself, ifp 
population marked and living its own life, with wates 
on all sides, the access to it barred by its two boundac] 
rivers, east aud west, that at Cross Keys only fordaU 
at low tides, aud the fii'st passage over the Ouse (sav 



.ridg, Ant: 



i. p. 112. 
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by ferries) being nt St. Gevumn's. The road tliat traversed 
it went along the southern bomnlary. The main lines of 
access from one part to another were then the droves,' 
It was not till the Ouse Bridge was opened in 1821, 
and the Cross Keys in 1826, with the new roatls con- 
sequent on their construction, that tlieie was any 
material traffic into or across Marsldand. 

But on the suhjecb of the droves, we must not forget 
the township of Wiggenhall, wliich I have included in 
this paper. The drove was a market! feature there 
in the same way as in Marshland, and it had its own 
commons at the south of it. The rights, however, were 
divided among the parishes, as those of Marshland were 
among the townships. St. Maiy's, St. German's, went 
by the " Common " Drove * to their fen in which St. 
Peter's had equal rights, but lying away the "drove" 
of St. Peter's took a long course across St. German's 
to the Common Drove. This St. Peter's Drove across 
St. German's was long a puzzle to ine, but it is all 
clearly made out that it was the old track to the commons, 
to reach which it had to join the Common Drove. 
Magdalen had its own common, now Magdalen Fen, 
immediately on its southern border, and therefore 
required no drove. 

I will only add one more feature of what may be 
literedly called the landmarks of Marshland — these ore 
the in-dykes, or as they are more frequently called 
in maps, the liar-dykes or war-dykes : * these are 
bar-riers {this word still retains the same first syllable) 
raised to protect the inland townships. Like the droves 

' The roads through M&rahland out and woet arc miukod on map No. 1 
by strong lines. 

' It still retains it« natno on Ilia Urdoatice itap, and at its junction stood 
a roadaidc croas maiked on neywnrd's Map. 

' Tho B and W aro inlerohangoalile by Orimm'a law. 
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they run Dorth and south : they divide the townshipsi 
the droves run down iiifiide these. The first was the 
di\'ision between Clenchwarton and Tilni-y, tlie bardyke 
in Heyward's map, the warbank on UttJng's. TlM 
next b the Five Mile Bank, stretching the whole breadfl 
of Marshland, rigfht to the Snieeth. Tlie bank betweoi 
Walpole and Walton remains, and is called the fences. 
In Utting'a map its western side is the war-bauk : the 
whole is now called the fence- bank. Wiggeohall had 
its separate bank called the Feu Dyke, and this in 
early times waa repaired by St. Mary's, St. German's, 
and St. Peter's, keeping a distinction of the parid 
as in the matter of the droves. 



THE PRESERVATION OF THE EMBANKMENT, 



lari^ 

iiple^ 



The preservation of the great work tlius complel 
and on which the very existence of the land depended, 
was very thoroughly carried out by the people. 

The king has always had the right by his prerogative 
to appoint Commissioners of Sewers, regulated afterwards 
by the statute of Henry VIII- Their meetings formed a 
Court of Sewers. We Knd commission after comm 
issued whenever danger appeared, 

I have elsewheie* observed the great power the { 
in the early nuddl« ages possessed of self-govemmei 
and their obedience to authority. The constitutioD i 
this Court of Sewers in its early times was formed i 
a strictly jiopular basis. Jurors were called in on < 
instance, 2nd Edward III., by the Sheriff A jury ] 
sentcd the common difficulty to the court in Ist Hen, 1 
and on their finding the Commissioners made an or^ 
in the instance I have quoted, The Sheriff 
command to summon a jury to attend at Islington 1 
■ Our Borough, by G. M. B. 
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the feast of Joha the Baptist, as to a question of 
liiiLility to repair baaks between Tilney and Islington, 
in which controversy Tibiey seemed to liave got the 
best of it. And in the same manner a court was held 
in 11th Edward III., when a jury was empanelled and 
sworn, and their fiutliug shows tlie greater danger of 
tlie river bank, for the bank between Clenchwarton 
and Wiggenhall, two miles long, broke in five places on 
the Monday after the feast of Hilary, and cost £75 to 
repair. Tilney was overflowed — pastures flooded — sown 
winter corn and hay destroyed, and 100 sheep and 60 
ewes, to the damage of £300 to Tilney; and then follow 
clivers findings of some loeal interest, — -that within thirty 
years they had lost one church, twenty messuages, and 
300 acres of land. In the next year the men of 
Marshland prayeii the king to be excused the tenth 
and tifteenth then about to be levied, and they were 
granted a great remission, and there was another 
prayer for remission in 21st Edw. III. I only give 
these as examples among a moss of materials o£ the 
manner in which the country was guarded, and the 
condition of the people ameliorated. 

The presentation by jurors is now lost. Almost its 
last great exercise of authority was the making of 
"The great law of Marshland,"* for the internal 
government of the Province, the Wiggenhalls, and the 
Lin. It is a cai'eful regulation of the work to be done 
to defend and secure the country, under surveyors, 
two for every town.-ihip, who were to oversee the dike- 
reeve. It is a perfect code for procedure. In default of 
any one missing his duty it gives penalties, and what is 
more, very strong powers of enforcing them. The very 
lost time I find the system of jurors coming into the 



9, heltl aih October, 1619. 
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govemmenb of the Marshland is at a court held 
Lynn in Mli. Now this ancient power is ^ne, duties^ 
are corrieil out with much less dignity at meetii 
of comuiissioners with the dike-reeves reporting the 
complaints. 

The inhabitants of the whole country of whidi I a 
now writing found not a di-op of fresh water for their in 
nor a stone the size of a pebble ; tlie sea they had shi 
out left the soil pure silt, impregnated with its saU 
It is to the lieavens above they still look for all On 
drink. In this province of Marshland and the WiggcohtJI 
by what effort or by whom is entirely unknown, m 
under conditions which I have perhaps too fully recit* 
in this paper, the people built to the glory of God 
series of churches, which even now astonish ua. 
was no sudden efl'ort quickly spent, but continued fol 
centuries. We have the Norman of Tilney in its grajida 
form at Walsoken; the unrivalled Ijeauty and lovclini 
of the eailier EngHali at Walton; the splendid fifteent 
century of Walpole, the cathedral of Marshland ; and t 
minster-like proportion of many periods of Tcrriugton 
standing out of the marsh all of them; an evidence Q 
the faith of thaso who in the great labour for themselv^ 
(for the churches were all built under the banks 
dykes they had mode) did not forget the greater w 
for the glory of Him who protected them. 



THE MAKING OF LYNN. 

As far as I am able I have now taken the eoclosi 
of Marshland, with its division into townships, its droi 
to the great common, and its in-bankti as a last protectii 
from the flood. 

We have followed on with the subseijmtit irclMmiug 
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I the Wiggenhall, with its own separate tracks to its ownj 

I fen and it,s baiikfi, a Hmaller province of the Marsh. I 

I The interest of the two became the eame : th#M 

I government of the whole was ma,de in common by it^| 

I jurors and Commission of Sewera, aud so ancient wbvI 

I this that the whole hccaine a hnndre<l of itself. lOifl 

I ecctesiasticai affairs it was a sepaiiite rural ileanery.i 

[ But still the Lin was left, and the tide daily flowed I 

over its sands, rippling in the sun, and its watei»l 

lashing the hanks which hail been raised to exclud«l 

them, as if angry at the power that kept them back. I 

I must refer you to the Map No. 1. where you will I 

see the eHect of all I have to this time written, and if 

you will kindly look to that map you will Bee how 

naturally everything lies i-ound the "' Lin." The map is 

not made by ine, hut hy nature — the lines i 

tale itself — the brown is the Mai-shland— I 

the township of WiggenhaJI— the blue is 

after the enclosure of both — and you will i 



it tell the 
B violet is 
le Lin, left 
, (for I am 
now describing my subject hy the map) that the Ouse 
in its coui-se to the sea, after the manner of rivei 
throws up a "I>ar" at its mouth; that formed di 
land, which was the last intake of MarshlaDi 
" Clench warton," a township by this very n.ime, guard* 
by the hanks ; when that had been enclosed, or before 
the river by the same order of nature hail thrown 
up another harrier at Eau Brink ; tliat also became 
dry land, and was taken in with the Wiggcnhalls, The 
banks of Clenchwarton are the liordei-s of the " Lin." 
The great North Sea Bank at Eau Brink is the guard 
at the then mouth of the river — but a branch of the 
Lin went into a kind of gulf upwaifts; prol>ably it was 
the flowing of the Nar into it that made this gulf. It 
stopped here by the Polver Dyke — the " Pulber 
' Ditch " of the olden time. Tlie westward side of this 






kind of gulf was gtiarded by a bank, the site of whid 
is still called the " long ramparts " — its soil having | 
in bricks, or on the land, long since.' 

On to the east or land side of it, the waters 
Lin flowed up to the high lauds. Tliero was a break 
between the townships of Rune ton and Watlington, 
through which the " Nar " passed, and we see bow the 
names really write history. Just where the Nar goes 
into the Lin was a harbour called " Seech Hithe," now 
gone into " Setch," and across this break there was tk 
causeway. The Lin never flowed over it, for on th» 
other or land side of the causeway there is (but fof 
draining) a great inland lake, and around it and closv 
on its southern border of high land were 
monasteries of Pentney, Womaegay, Marham, Should) 
and Blackborough.' 

The taking iu of the Lin is very simple ; the 
was the enclosure of the gulf going up to Watlington- 
thia is still apparent, both on the land and in name, ft 
it is called the "short ramparts," The banks are gone, 
like the long ramparts. It ran from the comer of the 
North Sea Bank, which it continues as it were up to 
the higher land of West Winch. The next intake 



' See Hup No. 1, 

' I may here mantion, as I sm on tlifl boundftriea of the " Lin." that S 
the other or sea side of the caiisewnj' ii a ridgn or b<^ch at Hand ander t| 
graBB, shewing where the waters of the ''Lin" hroke, 
the hamlet of Seech became settled, Seech being pine Saxon for a aJW-^ 
on B walcry edge— and henoe " Seech Hithe." The Lin did not go 
quite up to the higher laud at West Winch — for the inhabitant* bad 
enoroaobed on it, and formed a bank in front, now eiisting and forming 
"West Winch Common and Ilardwick Narrowe— for wherever the "Lin" 
went it Btill retains its name in the three divisions of North, Weet, and 
South Lynn. There was there a kind of promontory ol high land 
■tretcbing seawards — on this the Hardwi<^Ii r<i;id was put : that ' 
parish of Runcton : where it dipped downniirila it waa washed by i 
"Lin" (•■South I.jnn.") 
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by a bank going seawaiiis from the North Soft Bank, 
and the enclosure was completed there by a dyke run- 
ning east and west, now called Cromo'a Bank, and in 
later times by the One Mile Bank. All these are apparent 
on the map, and are marked by tlieir names. The last 
and tinal work was the putting of the river Ouse into 
its course, and this is shown by the eastern bank of the 
Ouse : and I must beg your special attention to it as it 
passes to the east or back ot the present town of Lynn, 
joining tlie bank of the Lin to the northward at 
Gaywood and Wootton. 

The waters of the Lin had washed up to that bank, 
which is the bank of your Walks, and which ends at 
Purfieet, All northward of Purtieet was still the "Lin."* 

It is clearly seen by the old test, tlic land to the 
seaward of the bank is much higher than the ground 
on the land or Gaywood side — this silting up in front 
ot the marsh on the seaside of that bank formed the 
ground on which Lynn rose, exactly opposite to the 
manor and settlement of Gaywood.* This greatly affected 
our future history. 

I must now ask you to look specially at .tiic Map 
No. 2. 

Through this bank ran two rivers — one had its outlet 
by what is now Millfleet, and the other by Purfleet ; 
and perhaps it was the fresh water flowing through 
these which first attracted the settlers between them. 
To the north of Purfleet was still the Lin ; the sea 
lapped its banks. By the side of these streams and of 
the great river, which was then enclosed, and continued 
by the name of the Ouse, tlie settlers came and built 
their wharves and houses on the marsh, opposite the 
Bishop's manor of Gaywood. 

' See Map No. 2. • Hee SecLion No. 6. 
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We have been talking solely of the waters, bat one 
ffreat element, in my opinion, that called up the settle- 
ment of the town, was that the land came to the water 
of the Lin in a kind of promontory, as at Runcton, for 
it is as necessary to a town that it should h&v« 
communication with the country behind it as with th« 
river and sea in front of it. From Oaytou to the edge 
of the Lin ran the great roafl to Oaywood.* The prefix 
" Gay," as 1 have shown, means way or roail. 

This road is seven miles in length, and put tlie 
settlers on the marsh ut Lynn in communication with 
the great system of roads which led, as I have shown 
in a previous paper, all over England. I want very 
much to impress upon you that it was the convenience 
of this inland communication that made Lynn what 
it ia ; anil where it dipped down to the Lin stood the 
ancient settlement of Gaywood." 

The camp is on this promontory of (.iaywood, the 
fragments of which remain They are only half-a-mile 
behind the eastern hank, that shut out thii wattav 
of the Lin. Those earthworks were tlic protection of 
the settlement of the Bishops of the East Anglians, 
before the Conquest. It belonged to tlie Bishops of 
Thetford and NorwicJi. It might have been a settloincnt 
of the heathen abongiuea, for there is no history bofore 
it. The Bishops watched the sea receding seaward of 



•See "Jlie Grent Fan liond."— iVanwdinyi o/lAi U>mhi<^ Ai 
Soeiilg, vol. TU. 112. 

< Thd coursu ol thu road into Lha oldun fltUleineiit of " Lyn," brtww 
tho rurfleet and Uillfleut, ia woU mukoi). It fentnred by tha Eut Omte. 
nlcays tba mure impurtant uno, tbroDgb Uttleport, thoD tunibg to Uui 
loft, auuthward, it ran on n high emlMukment, lowrand, in mj Urn*, to 
Ihe statiuD and Kt. Joha'ii uburcb, tnto Lynn avtii lha PuHleot, Uure 
calli-'d Cloughfle'it. 'l*ho Litlleport was Guiilinued w«atwnrd over tlia tlm 
uaeacIoaMl tnanh hj a Laok ot iUm, which oitur tunned the atrort imIImI 
Dun-Gate. The coutie ot the rood is muked A on Plan No. 3. 
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the bank ; they watched the liuiag of the shores of the 
Lin with the wharves and dwelHngs of the merchants. 
The foreshore on which tliese reateJ was the property of 
the Bishops; they claimed it as their own; and until 
tlieir grasp gave way in the fifteenth century, the history 
of Lynn is the history of the domination of the Church. 

We are now dealing with the building of Lynn 
outside the bank.' I do not claim any great antiquity 
for this settlement, which become Lynn. It is not men- 
tioned in Domesday, and we know that the Angles lived 
in their village settlements, and were very unlikely to 
develop commerce. My opinion, and it is nothing more, 
is that it was not largely developed at the time of the 
Conquest. 

In the year 1091 the hisliopric waw held by a man of 
high mental power — Herliert de Loziuga,* or Herbert of 
Lorraine, Gaywotxl was his manor in riglit of his 
bishopric, and Lynn in right of his manor. 

The first thing this Bishop did for Lynn, and it is the 
first mention that we have of Lynn at all, is that he 
built a church there. These are the words of his address 
to the people of Norfolk and Sufiblk, now remaining 
in the Cathedral Treasury at Norwich : — " Whereas I 
have begun to build a church at Lynn," says the great 
Bishop ; and he asks the inhabitants of Norfolk and 
SuHblk to help him in his work. It is the first church 
that wa« built in Lynn, and is now the church of 
St. Margaret. He issued a second call to the people of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, in almost the same words. We 



' This bank ia the OnBowk. The Qua is the tame as War (Guard] ud 
Knock, a hill or bank. This qorrectly daicribss the work whioh after- 
words formod the fortiGcat.ion of the old town. Tho Hed Mount ia boilt 
on the Ouanock hill : the bridge uvcr Millfleet is the old Uiianouk Bridge : 
and the olil gate was tbo Gnnnook Gat«. 

'See " Hurbert do Loiinga," {•'orfalk Archaekgy, vol. riii. 282. 
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have no otlter date for this, except that of his bishopri 
betweeu 1091—1119, Bofore the year lUfi the chttpt 
of St, James' was built, the works of whicli remained 
till the last few years. 

Hitherto I have been left to coujecture as to the t 
that any part of the enclosure of Marshland or of 
Wiggenhal! took place. I now come to the last enclosoi 
of the Lin. Of this we have record, and it is to 1 
incident of the erection of a church that this interestin 
event has been preserved. 

The Bishop after Herbert was Eborard. Probably 1 
built the chapel of St. James, in the soke of the monk 
for it must be rememberetl that after Herbert built his 
church of St. Margaret, he gave it to the Monastery o£ 
Norwich by ita fonndation charter. And in a 
charter he gives, not only the church of St. MargareU 
but the soc or right of government of Lynn to tli4 
Monks of Norwich. These early bishops were all 
distinguished men. 

After this the inhabitants of Lynn increased ovei 
their liordere, and an extension was required ; and fao 
meet tins want, Tnrbus, the third bishop of Norwic^ 
laid out this part for building. To this time it was ^ 
marsh, over which the tide ebbed and flowed to Purflee^ 
On this northern mai-sh TurLus built the chapel ' 
St. Nicholas, which ho granted to the Monks of Norwu 
as his predecessor had the chui-cli of St Margaret. 

He recites that he had built it in his own liberty 
and, therefore, not in the liberty Herbert had given 
the Monks ; and on the new land which he had lu^ 
out for habitation, " in fundo nostro de Lynna in novft 
terra nostra quani de novo providiiima habitandam " ; and 
we shall see, by what follows, it is called the no' 
terra, " the new londe." (See Map No. 2). 

Now this " nova terra " of the Bishop outside 
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soke oF the Monks is set out in a terrier of the time 
of Edward I, The streets can still be traced, shewing 
clearly timt this new land was that part of the town 
north of Purfleet, coloured brown on the Mfip No. 2. 
The Bishop fortified it, for the stone walls of Lynn only 
extended from the north of Purfleet. At the heail of 
Purfleet was a place known as the Walls End. (See Map 
No. 2.)" 

Here, then, we have the foundation of tiie town upon 
the marsh, intersected by its rivers, and whieh became, 
in the middle ages, one of the great seats of national 
exports. 

In the old town we find tliu parisli church, the 
chapel of St. James, now . gone ; the hall of the 
Trinity Guild, of the Hause town, and the public 
buildings. Through it ran the Purfleet,' in Latin the 
" Portus fleta," the fleet of the port. At the end of the 
Purfleet was the Chequer, the local name for the 
Exchange, the Bishop's Staithe, and the toll-booth for 
the receipt of the Bishop's dues.^ It was the 
entrance to the [jort of Lynn. Outside of the old 
town there was no public building. These were all on 
the south side of the Purfleet. The grand chapel of 
St. Nicholas, founded tor the use of the new land, is 
the only great building.' It was rebuilt in the fifteenth 
century, and now ranks with the finest parochial 
buildings of the kingdom. 

The market of the old town was the Saturday Market, 
and given by name by Herbert's Charter to the 

* The Map No. S ii copied from the carefully t'loeuted map ot Lynn *t the 
comer of Mylne's Map of 179S, and is therefor* lietore tbealtenlionsof this 
century, which liave much changed the town, 

' Purlleot, nndnotthe atreet, divided the vrarda of the new town from the old. 

' I huve told of this in the sketch of Our Soraugh. 

> Sare St. Ueorge'e UaU. 
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Monastery of Norwich, and the Bishop on his new 
land put the Tuesday Market, as it is now, between 
the years 1146 and 1171, and this accounts for the 
unusual fact of two market places in one town — 
the one in the old town, and the other in the new land; 
the last taken from the Lin : thus our position stands 
at one with our records. 

I have finished the " Making of Lynn." I have 
elsewhere written* of its history — of its feuds with the 
bishops — of the development of its municipal govern- 
ment, the rise of its commerce, and its struggle for 
liberty against its overlords.* Its people have left a 
record of their energy in the remains of the merchants' 
palaces that line the rivers; in the ruins of the grand 
religious foundations, raised in the time of their wealth; 
and in the halls of their merchants' guilds. All this is 
of the past, but we live in the memory of that great 
past, and are proud of the men whose power shut out 
the sea from the marshes and the Lin, and raised the 
town, whose towers gleam in the sunset over the fertile 
country her people have recovered and still preserve. 



* Our Borough, by E. M. B. 
* At Gay wood and Castle Rising. 




Krtracta from the Pruceedingit of Ihe Committee avd id 
Genetul Meetings. 



April nth, 1892. Mb Hudson exhibiterl an alabaster 
fragment found at Caiator by Norwich, of unknown 



Also a Oupper Token foiiiiiJ in Ilose Lane, Norwich, at 
Messrs. Boulton anil Paul's Works, Obverse, a rose and 

crown V.R EK. VILLA. lleverse, John 

SinUhson, Rolcrt Barber, Church ward ens, 1657. 

Du. Bensi.y read a ruport as to repairs to the Gate- 
house at St, Benet's Abbey, from tlie Surveyor of the 
Ecclesiastical Coniniissioiiei'H, who had agreed to execute 
them at a coat of about £90. 

Also ho reported that the Churchwardens of St. John 
Maddermarket, Norwich, had given some panels from the 
roof to the Museum. 

Also that the bosses in the south transept of the 
Cathedral had been uncovered by the Dean and Chapter. 
Photographs were exhibited, the subjects being some of 
the Miracles of our Lord, and the Arms of the See and 
of Bishop Nix. 

Also that a Mural Painting had been uncovered on the 
north side of the Presbytery, of a Cross and the Blessed 
Virgin and St, John, with inscriptions. They were 
mentioned in Browne's Repertonum. 

May ilk, 1892. Committee Meeting and Annual 
Meeting. Mr. F. Banby Palueb presented a large* 



paper copy of Leaves from the Diary and Joumala of th 
late C. J. Palmer, F.S.A. 

The Transcript of Tanner's Norfolk Collections made b 
Mr, Tallack, bound in three volumes, was laid on th 
table, and directed to be kept in the Society's library 
for the use of members and other students. 

June !»(, 1892. A circular was received from th 
Science and Art Department respecting buildings havin 
painted decorations not entered in Mr. Keyeer's List c 
1883. It was agreed that a letter be inserted in th 
county newspapers enquiring for such examples. 

An Index made by Mr. Tallack to the Registers o 
St. Saviour's Church, Norwich, was laid on the table. 

July 2&tk, 1892. General Meeting at Korwich. j 
Swan Roll, containing many Norfolk Marks, was exhibite 
and commented on by the Rev. J. W. Millard. 

September 8th, 1892. General Meeting at Lynn. M] 
Somcrville Giimey exhibited an Urn and Food Vesst 
(? Sason) found on the site of the old Rectory at Nort 
RuntoQ. 

October 12(/i, 1892. Mr. Maknixg reported, froi 
information of the Rev. W. G. Browne, that two bast 
of crosses, supposed to be boundary crosses, were in 
ditch at West Walton. One is highly ornamented. ] 
is proposed to raise them and have them photojrraphed. 

Dr. BenslY reported that the Cross at North Wnlsbai 
commemorating the Litcster Rebellion in the time « 
Bishop Spencer was out of repair, and he liad cou 
municated with Mrs. Petre, who had undertaken the cai 
of it. The R«v. R, J. Simpson of Metton had first brougl 
the matter to the notice of the Secretaries. 



t Dr. Raven reporUid that an old Font had been found 
in a moat at Whittingham Hall in Fressingficld, supposed 
to have belonged to a Free Chapel there. It has since been 
presented to a new cimrcli at Hunstanton. 

Great regret was expressed at the recent death of 
Mr. T. R. Tallack, who liad rendered most valuable 
assistance to the Society. It was agreed that £5 be 
given to Mra Tallack for certain MSS, of her late 
husband. 

Jamtary 18(A, 1893. Thanks were ordured to be 
returned to the Rev. F. Procter for eight more volumes of 
Pariah Registers in north-east Norfolk, copied by him. 

Mu. Hudson presented a copy of his Leet Jv/i-iadictimi 
ill ike City of Norwich, edite<l by him for the Selden 
Society, Also a copy of Rental of the Houses in 
Olmiceeter, 1455. Also Corbridge'a and King's Maps of 
Norwich framed. 

At the same time the excellent copy of the very scarce 
Cleer's Map of Norwich in 1696, given to the Society by 
the Rev, W. Howard Frere, appropriately framed, was 
shewn to the Committee. 

March 24t/t. 1893. Dr. Bensly exhibited a coin or 
token of St. Mark, Venice, in silver, some copper jettons, 
and a Yarmouth farthing dated 1667, all found in a 
garden in the Cathedral Close; also a copper (?) piece 
with the date 1278 in Arabic numerals and a double 
triangle, found near the West Fi-ont of the Cathedral. 
The coin was proved to be modem Arabic of 1861, the 
date, 1278, being computed from the Hegira. 



April nth, 1893. Annual Meeting at Norwich. 
General BnLWEB exliibited a money bos inlaid with gilt, 
presented by Charles I. before his execution to Sir Edward 



Deering;, and a curious old watch belonging to the Deering 
family, and said to bo of the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
Dr. Jersopp exhibited a brasa key supposed to have 
belonged to the Abljot of Bromholin. 

JuTie 2nd, 1893. Mr. Hddson exhibited some MS. 
Rolla of TLirnc and Thurgarton Manors belonging to the 
Abbot of St. Be net, obtained froin the Executors r>f 
Mr. Bayfield. They were of the 5th Richard II.. ami 
contained the mimes and holdings of all the copyhold 
tenants, who were re-aflinitted at a court held after the 
recent Peasant Revolt, in which all the cxistini^ Rolls had 
been burnt. Mr. Manniug reported that another Medieval 
Paten had been found at Lessinghani, making the thirty- 
fourth. 

Ifovember 15//(, 1893. Mr. Hudson exhibited a Clog 
Almanack formerly in possession of the Rev. Cation W. F. 
Patteson, of St. Helen's, Norwich. 

Letters were read from Captain King and Mr, G. 
Wilkinson of Holt, on the dangerous state of the mined 
tower of Eccles by the Sea ; and from the Rev, E, J. 
Alvis, on the ruins of Buwfiey Church, near Lynn. 

Mr. Manning exhibited a drawing and rubbing of a 
stone in the north aisle of Redeuhall Church, with iiidcDts 
of two chalices on the same stone, c. 1520. 

Da. Bately exhibited some bricks with a hollow 
channel running through them, found in Row 93 kt 
Yarmouth, eighteen inclie,s below the surface of tlie 
ground, and extending for about 170 feet. Each lirick 
measured lOJ inches in length by 4J in breadlli, Bud 
2j in height. 

Dr. Bknsly reported that some Romano-Britiab Pottery 
had been found by Mr. Green of Caistor Hall ou Li'» 
grounds, near Caistor Camp, by Norwich. 
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^Mai-ck i2th, 1894, Mr. F. Danbt Palmer exhibited 
a silver Venetian coin of the sixteenth century, found on 
the beach at Eccles by the Sea ; obverse, the lion of 
St. Mark and a kneeling figure, smtenim: rinoriuan 
DVX; reverse, a Saint with palm branch, HEUOR ERO 
TVI IVSTINA VIBfJO, 124. 

A hos of eighteenth century tokens, preserved at 
Thorpe Hall, was presented to the Society by Mrs. 
Cubitt. 

Mr. Farrer having offered to be at the expense, through 
a friend, of restoring the Necton Braasea from the Hall 
to the Church, it was agreed that the Secretary sliould 
write to Mr. Harvey Ma,son for his consent. 

Mr. J. C. TiNGEY exhibited, from Mrs. Nichols of 
Surrey Street, a small Communion Cup and Paten Cover 
with London marks and black letter I in plain sliield ; 
maker's mark a hemisphere or astronomical globe. 

April 2Ttk, 1894, Committee Meeting. Mr. Creknt 
exhibited a silver ring with a merchant's mark and 
S.E.E., c. 1600. 

Annual Meeting. Mr. Boardman exhibited some 
pieces of pottery, including a small Bellarmine, found 
in excavating for buildings in Prince's Street, Norwich. 

June 29(A., 1894. Mr. Hudson exhibited some Town 
Reeve Accounts of tlie parish of Alburgh, near Harleaton, 
from 1620-1758, lent by the Rev. C. W. Lohr. 

Dr. Bensly reported that remains of a rood screen 
and rood beam of Hoi-stead Church were now in the 
Rectory Bam there. 



October lllk, 1894. Mr. Manning sent for exhibition 
a Posy Ring, lent to him by Mr. Pitt. It had an 
inscription, " Pour Elle (.je) Soufire." 




, I 
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January 30fA, 1895. Notice was taken of the fact 
that the tower of Eccles Church had been overthrown 
in a great gale and high tide on January 23rd The 
steps which had been taken for its preservation are 
recorded in a paper by Mr. F. Danby Palmer, published 
in this volume of the Society's Original Papers. 

A letter was read from Mr. Manning announcing his 
desire to resign the oflSce of Hon. Secretary, which he 
had held for forty-three years. The intimation was 
received by the Committee with great regret. 

April 3rd, 1895. Dr. Bensly read a letter from the 
Rev. W. H. Sewell of Yaxley, concerning the Vicar 
Generars Absolution to Sir R. Gresham, recently found 
among the Tanner MSS., at the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford. Mr. Sewell was requested to obtain a copy, and 
he undertook to write a paper for the Society's Publi- 
cations. 

April 2Uh, 1895. Annual Meeting. Dr. Bensly 
exhibited, by permission of Mrs. Green of Caistor Hall, 
some Roman silver imperial coins recently discovered 
outside tlie Camp, and fragments of the urn in which 
they were contained. The most rare coin appeared to 
be one of the Emperor Otho's reign, A.D. 69. 
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Bedenhale, 276 

Bedenhall Church yiaited (1894 Beportf x.) 

Rubbing of Stone in, exhibited, 888 

BedliBworth, 279 

Befectory at CaHtle Acre Priory, 188 

Begisters, Parish, copied, &c. (1891 Beport, iy. ; 
1892 Btpori, iv. y., iz.)f 887 

Beidon, 276 

Bcpertorium Juris, by Durandus, 209 

Beppis, 266 

Beppes, Robert de, 176 

Beppa, William, 8.T.P., 227 

Beredorter at Castleacre Priory, 182 

Beyeshale, 276. 296, 296 

Biborugh Magna, 273 

Biburgh Parya, 280 

Bidela explained, 214 

Bidlington, 286 

Bix, Mr. 8. W., death of (1884 Seport, xi.) 

Bising, the History of the Borough, 177 

Conatitution of the Borough, 181 

Estate, descent of, 172 

(Castle). See Castle Bising 

Biston, 267, 293 

Boaring Meg, 182-3 

Rochford, Arms of, 11, 12 

Bode, Garleton, 270 

Bodham (Reedham), 269 

Bogers, Professor Thorold on Norfolk Assess- 
ment ia 1841, 247 

Bokelond, 271, 278 

Bolisby, 266 

Bolyenigham, 270 

Boman Bank (Marshland), 814, 816, 818 

Boudham, 278 

Bougham, 276 

Boungeton Holm, 286 

Boxham, 13 

Deriyation, 21 

Boghton, 288 

Bimhale,278 

Bunham, 266 

Ronton, 288 

Paten at, 90 

North, Vessels found at, 886 

Biuhworth, 279 

Bossell's Rett's Rebellion quoted, 196 

Bust, Robert, 801 

Mistress Mary, Brass to, re-flxed at 

Necton Church, 801 

Bye, W., Norfolk Inquisitions issued (1881 
Beport, iii.) 

his Catalogue of Fifty Norfolk MSB., 286 

Bykinghale, William de, 226 

Bymerston, 274 

Byngsted Panra, 272 

Magna, 278, 294 



Sacrists' Begister, Norwich Cathedral, tran- 
scribed (1891 Beporti iy.) 
SiOiam, 287, 294 
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Baham Tony, 13 

Deriyation of, 21 

Paten, 97 

8t. Bartholomew's. Smithfield, 111 

St. Benet's Abbey Gateway repaired (1891 

Beport, vi.) 
St. Christopher, Figure of, found at Terring- 

ton Church, 6 
St. Clement, Figure »f , found at Terrington 

Church, 6 
St. Gregory's Liber Pastoralis Oune, 211 
St. Leonard's Church and Priory, site of, 

191 
St. Leonard's Priory, Norwich, by W. T. 

Benaly, LL.D., F.S.A., 190 

Brief Account of, 190 

Account Rolls of, 193 

Articles in Buttery, 203, 221 

„ Chapel, 207 

„ Upper Chapel, 217 

Courtyard, 211 
Dorter, 207 
HaU, 203 
Kitchen, 203 
Pantry, 201 

,, Room over Chapel, 217 

„ Treasury, 217 

Furniture in Bed Chamber, 206 

„ Chamber, 206 

„ Study, 207 

Inventory of Goods (1422), 197 

„ „ „ in 1462-3, 211 

List of Priors, 226-7 

MSS. and Books sold, 194 

seixed by Kett, 196 

Site granted to Duke of Norfolk, 196 

visited (1892 Beport, ii.) 

St. Michael's C^iapel (Rett's (Castle), 191, 192, 

197 
St. Olaf , 42, 46 
St. Pancras, 106 
St. William of Norwich, 192 
Salle, 169. 282 
Sail, Paten at, 91 

Salinee frequent in the.Nar District, 28 
Salisbury, 168 
Salter's Lode, 818 
Salthouae, 281 

Bichard, 227 

Sanap explained, 201 

Santon, 274 

Saxlingham, 281 

Saxlyngham, 271 

Saxon Architecture in Terrington (Thnrch, 1 

Saxthorpe, 284 

Say explained, 222 • 

Scales, Arms of, 1 1 

Scamble, W., 808 

B(»uiiing, 294 

SchnebbeUc, Mr., 299 

Scotehowe, 284 

Scott, R., 10 
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Soffleld Platen, 96 

SnffoUc 1£88., Detj^b, quoted, 161 

Snrlingham, S71 

Surrey, Earl of, 100, 178, 196, 196 

Suthcroyke, 280 

Suthlenn. 272 

Suthleta (Yarmouth), 280 

Bnthmiddilleta (Yarmouth), 280 

Suthmerc, 272 

8uthrep];)e8, 283 

8uthreye, 286 

Button, 267 

Bridge, Celt found at, 820 

Swafeld, 286 
Bwafham, 286 
Swaffham, 249, 293 
Swafbam, Will, de, 233 
Swanahill, 279 
Swanton, 277, 281, 284, 294 
Swenyngton, 282 
Swerdeeton, 276 
Sweynithorp, 276 
Swifteford, Roger, 76 
Sydeetronde, 283 
8]ieham, Suffolk, 63 

Taoolneaton, 270 

TftUack, T. B., transcrihee Cathedral and 
St. I.«ke*8 Chapel Regiaten (1891 SepoHf 

iv.) 

oompletes Tranacript of Norfolk part of 

Tanner's Diocesan Collections (1891 Seport, 

death of (1892 Beport, iv.) 

MSa bought, 887 

Tkdly, Explanation of, 296 

Tashurgh, 270 

Church and Camp Tisited (1884 Jteport^ 

▼iiL) 
Tatersete, 280 
Taveriiam, 267 

Hundred, 250, 267, 290, 292 

Teaadel, Mr. James, his Flan of Bodes 

Church, 810 
'* Tenth and Fifteenth " explained, 244 
Terrington, 249, 298, 811, 822 
St. Clement Church, Paper by J. T. 

Secoombe, 1 

Church Battlements, 11, 12 

-^—bosses, 9 

—— dimensions of, 10 

— ^ St. Clement Church, Figures found at, 4, 

6 

Font, 6 

-— Porch and Tower, 6 

Tower, 10 

Transepts, Dimensions of, 10 

West Front, 8 

St. Clement yisited (1892 Septyrt, iii.) 

St. John visited (1882 BepoH, iiL) 

Testerton, 278 
TbelyettoD, 876 



Themelthorpe, 288 
Thetford, 246, 249, 278, 298 
Thirkeby (Thrigby), 266 
Thime, 266 

Court Rolls exhibited, 838 

Thiming, 282 

Thirsford, 281 

Thirston, 270 

Thomnege, 281 

Thorp, 268, 276, 285 

Thorp and Colt<»n, 279 

Thorpe Old Hall visited (1893 Report, iL) 

Thorpe Wood, 192 

Market, 283 

Thoukston, 274 
Thrckiston, 287 
Thurgarton, 288 

Court Rolls exhibited, 838 

Paten, 98 

Thurton, 269 

Thwayte, 169 

Thweyt, 269, 284 

Tichewell, 273 

Tile Pavement, (Tastleacre Priory CThurch, 119 

Tillett, Mr. R. A., Paper on St. <3eorge 

Tombland Cliurch (1892 Report^ i.) 
Tilney, 249, 293, 311, 822 

All Saints visited (1892 Report, iii.) 

Tiloey. Ann, 168 : 

Sir PhiUp, 168 

Tilneye, 271 

Tingey, Mr. J. C, anranges Tokens (1898 

Report, iv.) 
Titeleshale, 277 
Tittleshall, Paten at, 96 
Tivetshale, 275 
Tobyn, Henry, son of Robert, 80, 83 

John, 80, 83 

Toftes, 272, 273 

Toft Monks, 269 

Token found at Rose Lane, Norwich, 886 

Tokens arranged by Mr. Tingey (1893 

Report, iv.) 
presented by Mrs. Cubitt (1898 Report, 

iv.) 
Tolhouse Museum, Yarmouth (1893 Report, 

iii.) 
Tombland, suggested interpretations of, 86 

Tombs, Shelton, in Shelton Church, 8S8 

Tomeston, 287 

Topcroft, 269 

Tothyll, meaning of, 46 

Totington, 287 

Trade, Early Woollen, in Norwich, 61 

Trowse, 297 

and Newton, 971 

Trunch, 288 
Trymyngham, 283 
Tuddenham, North, Paten, 99 
Tunbamingham, 288 
Tunstale,268 
Tunsted,286 
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WooddAlUng, Paten at, 91 

Woollen Trade, Early, in Norwich, 61 

Wootton. 23, 178 

Worstead, 62, 63, S56, 266, 285, 293 

Wormegeye, 286 

Wormegray Monastery, 828 

Wootton, South, 271 

Wounds, Shield of the Five, 12 

Wramplyngham, 278 

Wreningham, 275 

Wrentham Parsonage, Portraits once at, 161 

Wreton, 286 

Wretton, 13 

—— Derivation, 22 

Wright, William, 10 

Wrinel, Seman, 67 

Wrozham, 159, 160, 267 

Wyfles explained, 218 

Wyk, the Termination, 82 

Wykemere, 284 

Wyleby, 277 

Wymer Leet, 54, 58, 279, 288, 289 

Wymondham, 963, 279 



Wymondham Paten, 99 

visited (1891 Report^ iii.) 

Wynbodisham and Stowe, 286 
Wyndele, 270 
Wynf erthyngg, 276 
Wynston, 269 
Wynterton, 266 
Wyrkham, 286 
Wythyngham, 271 
Wyueton, 281, 293 

Yarmouth, 232, 246, 248, 251, 265, 269-262, 

280. 288, 291, 292 

Channelled Bricks from, exhibited, 888 

FUihing found in Close, 337 

Orey Friars* Monastery, portion bought 

(1894 RepoH^ ix.) 

Tolhouse Museum (1893 Report, iii.) 

Snthleta, 280 

SuthmiddOleU, 280 

Taxham, misspelt Laxham, 274 
Yelverton, 271 
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BoilMH. Col, Geoige W. CsBon. Nonriuh 
Bolding. W. Johnsmi Jeaiua Wuboiune 

BoliDgbrokv, Leonard G. 

Almsij Gtmi, ThB CToK. Norwicb 
Borton Pnblig Librarf , U.S.A. 
Bonrell, J. P. Tbe C\ote, Norwinh 

Bottle, J. T., Rtftent Streft, OtMt IfarnianUi 
BowBf, Her. Matlheir, M-A. 

1 14, Qneen'i Boad. Konrieh 

St. GnrKe'i Road, Oreat Yumonth 

Broadbenl. A Vinoent 

Cue of H, .SoncroR WbaiiiiBii, Cutte 
Terra™, Orford. Suffolk 
Biwilie, Bdvard UlTord rlsw. Wofldbrid^ 

OKbmrb Bectnry 
Rrame, Rer. Edward rtten 

BMtboipe ReetoiT, AtOeboroujh 
Browne, R«, Waller El llnit 

WMt Walton RootoTTi Wi»b«h 
Buokls, John King BLreol, Gnat YarmfiuUi 
Budd, Her. JiMspb 

Ballnid, Mrs. Arebibald 

Bullard, Sir Harry 

Hellendnn Huuk, NDcwicb 
Bulmer, Rev. Edward, M.A. 

Tbe Cinae. Norwich 
Bulwet. Ofd. Sir Edwivd, O.C.Il. Gueme>T 
Bulmc, Sir Stnry K., Hej^on Hall, NorfoDi 
Bul««, J. R.,ac. 

1. Tunple Onrdm*, Temple, LnndoD 
Bulwer, GooBtal W. K. Q. h., V P. 

Herdoa Ball, Norfolk 



BnlrJier, Henry 1 

Buller, Bti. (leorgB Hew. ILA. 

Wood DalUng VIoDvco, Ba^Aam 
BUItDD> CbulM L«WI 

Bnlwlrk Hall, Huihsa, BToifblk 
Bnilon. Oeolfry Fowell Thorp*, SwwiA 
fiualoD. Hcu7 Edmund 

Fritton, OtTBt Tarmoatli 

n'ailiea. Waltluun Abber. Eiki 
Buxton, Uin Bbodwell Cflutt, Ttiet/onl 



Calreit, ReY.Thomaa, M. A. 

IS. AllAny Villu. Hove. BrigblBn 
(^ndlsr, Chatlea Hurleftoa. Noifolk 

Cuo. Mn. ThiirpF Hamlet. Nnrwld 

Carr. WLlIIun mifbin(rh>un. Bttngay 

Harelm'k Ravi, Great Yumona 
Cartwrigbt.Hi 

Tower Home. Bramndiile, KorwiA 
Cartwrigfat. Mfa U 

Tower Hook. Brarondtk, Norwieh 
Chamberlun, 

e. LoBdim, E.a 



Cbamberlii 



life Moore, Biilty. 

i, CaemajYon Road, Norwij^ 

Clown, John Edward 

Ball Qnay, Ont Ti 
C/H-krill, W. B. Oorleaton, Oreat 
Cockrill, John niiliun 

Town Hall. OreaL 
Cokayne. Oeorfce Edwprd. F.S.A., 

Hernia College of Ainu, London, RC> 
Coleman, A. Woottoo BaHtM, WitM. 

Colman, Jtremfab James, M. P. 

Carrow Honae, Hdnrkft 
Cooke, Edward 

1. Trufalpu Road, Great T< 
Cooke, Qeorg* Frederick Thorp*, NontiA 
Cooke. R«ir. George Barrin, M.A. 
St. Heleo'a Viearagi 
Combe. Edward Henry Harvey 

Ferryiide, Soutbtown, Gt. 
Copeman. Bei. Canon Anhur Charlea. U.B. 
St. Andrew"!. Paraonagu, Nnrwfck 
Cordcr. Edward London Street. Norwbft 

Coullon, JotanJamei PentnE 
Creeny, Ref. William Frederlo. M.A.. P.S.A, 
Orf'.id Hill, Nonriih 
Cre«well,KcT.asmn«lPr«nci«,D.D.,F.ll,A.8., 
F.B.G.K. Nurthreppa Reglory, Kgifolk 



Ciafoid, Rev. Alei. 



CbU, Eei. EruMt Gewpi. M.A. 



Fultdir.T.M., M.A. 

CoHthuD Hoi 
PumlDg', ?, Burton, M 



tq»d, Loudon, N.W 
F, Iledoir, TaTlu1>b 



Dakin, W, H, CbMler PU«. Kon 

IliDitla. OiKirgi! Ne>U<h«d, Nur 

DiwhiTOad. RoliMt OeldaHon. B« 

Dsviw. Rbi. Alfred, M.A. 

BL.Tuaiv' Viatngt.Son 
Davia, Bet. Frcdnirk Chuln, U.A, 

St, Stcpbcn'ii Viotnxe, No[< 
Day, Be». AH»d Oruiyt, MLA. 

Orpat Mrrltop lJ«tory, YTymuiidhaja 
Day. AnJiib«W 

CUfloD Lodge. Bt. Jolm'i Bo*d, BIickbrBth 
Dijr, DouiildD., MB. 

Upper Snney 8tn«(, Monrioh 
Dvwf, Rev. Oroi^ UiiwDlng, M.A. 



NanoD, Bury St. Edmund'a 
Dickeui. J. Nurtuo 

tl. Oah YiUai, Uarmlogtuim, Bndford 
Dlgbr, AlDFrnon FakenbuD 

Slmmook, Geurge Thomu 

Ipfwlch RaoA. Norwicli 
Dint, Chvlea King St., Qnut Yarmautli 
UUuu, Ouural ThoDu 

Ndtaio Koud. Boulli. Orrst Tumoutli 
DJion, itav. Williun Fnocia. 11, A. 

Oby Hcctory, tirest Yormoulb 
DomoDi Ednud Tbegdun.' 

OeldtvtoD, Becdn 
Ducket, Cluk Annitone. U.D , R. 
at. OeoiKe'a Turmoi. OrHt 
Dd Puit. Hf>. Cuiun Jima Moun 

Denver KKturf , iJownhiUn 
DnniitM. H«. Htnry Pttur. M.A. 

Woodbiutttick Vicoth^, Norwicfa 

Elds, Sir Peter. M.D. St. Oilra', Norwich 
Girle, jDnflph 9. 

a. KpDiiii^n PaUcc nordeui, I 
Ennudwn, Captun To*n Clrw:, N< 
&t«ii> Onii^ Clsyton 

Clnebuid Qoiue, Eaton. Norwich 
Baton, Ber. Villiam Buy 

Eut Brmdenhani BtMtury. Tlietfuid 
Elllut. Edward Ht 

Klltot, WIUUdi Miukett 

WuitleBeld, Wymondhun 
Eliria, CAwlca Norton. H.A. 

Eckling Oranpre. Eut Dcrebun 

StJ, The Rt. Ret. Lord Alwyne Cmnptun, 

Lord Blibop of Ely, rP. Tlie Pui.M.. lUy 

EviuH. Sir John. D.n.L.. F.K.S., V.r.S.A., 

U, Old Belief. LomloD. E C. 
£nia«, Mu> UuudwlcJ', Ninfolk < 






rien, M». BeecbJimwetl Hall. Swaffham 

Ali)«<tebury. Newton Abbul, Devanahlra 
Fitch, Hubert, F.8.A,, F.G.S.. r./". 

The Woodlnndi. HelKban, Norwich 
FiMh , lohu 11. Market PUce, Norwich 

Fitigcndd, Hev. Father 

WDlaw Lane, Norwich 
Fill Roj. Mn. 

Kimberley Termce, Oreat Tumouth 
Foljjunbe. C. U, 8.. M.l'., V.8.A. 

2, Cultun Houw Temoe. Palt UiOl. 

l>eadon, S.W. 
Fgs, C. J., The Anchon^. Haiuult Road, 

LF)nanitiine, lAiidun, E. 
Franka. Au^uilui W-, C.B.. F.lt B.. Lilt.D., 
Frre.S.A. Biiiiah Huacam, London. W.C. 



BloUeld Bcctory. Norwiob 
Uca 

TfaumlDK HiUl, Eaat Dereham 

OorlestoD, Great Tumonth 
B.. Blythhurgfa Buiue, 

Southlown, Gt. YannoDth 
r Vm. Richnnl Hudnia. Aiehdn. 
ffulb, Lonud Rectory, LoweatofB 



Ne<¥ market Bead. Norwidi 
OlauOeld. Villiam Arthur 

1, St. Ofot^'s Road. Ot Tannootli 
QoBTillo and Caiui Colle(ta Library 

e/u Prof, fienely. Parkei'i Pinie. Oaabtldea 
Goudwln. J. H. S. Hall's Boud, Cambridge 

Prince of Wol™' Hi«d, Norwidi 
Ooofc, Miae. Prince of Wain' Bua4, Norwich 
Green, Col. Tbomu Ednnrd 

1'he Limes, Wroxhau 
Oreen. Guorire, Chritt Cliutch Jtuud, Norwich 
Oiren, Herbert Joliu 

Cketle Meadow, Nervieh 



Grigmn. 
OriffiUi, 



;ev. Ducky Roles. B.A. 

Eut Hirling. Thstfoid 
kT. Williiua Shutktortli. H.A. 

Pelrst Vlcan^. DuLos. CumnU 
;er. HcuTjThomu. B.A. 

SauUburgli Rectory, No-rfulk 



N»rUiieppB H([l. Narwich 
UdA. 
Ngrth RuDotoD Hall, Lyno 



I. Coltulmll 

B>]dliuit«in. Alfred 

HeigbiuaLad^.Untbatik'sRd.iNnrwidi 
BBles, John Huelc)' Tooke 

The auw, Norwich 
H>1«, Robert Turner. U.D. Bolt 

Hubora. Hun. Hubotd Burlioshim 

Hsronuit. Boaworth W. Et, OUe»', Norwich 
Bsrdea, Rev. Henrr WlUiun 

HcnuibT Vicnrogn, Qifxl, Tannoutli 
Hardaun, C. E., M.D, 

108, Qa»D Btnet, Oudiff 
Huiuff, F, W. Cringleford, Nurwich 

Hajtu, Horbert 

B, CtuaperdoTn, Oiejit YiiniBotith 



Hueldene, College Rand, Batan. Namloli 
Bbwu, Q. E. 

kUDsraft HoniK, Chupel Field, Norwieli 
HMfi«idc, Bel. Cmoh Tlie Oow, Notirich 
BBrbert, Rer. Qei»)(a Nicholiw. M A. 

BmoODdiile. Korwleh 
Heilop. F. H. B. Uis^toD. Nurwieli 

Hewitt. A. S. Suulbdiwo, Ijt. YiUTBuuth 



r. Bar. Owtgn, II. A, 



Albion CIroiwul Hill, SHitlioroii«li 
Goppor, Rev. £diDUiid Citia, M-A. 

Sliuston Rectorr, HArlcaton 
Bomor, FrKPCia Thorpe HuolcC. Norvioh 
Hutblaek. John Turner 

Hewnuuket EchuI, Horvitti 
HorendoD. R. 

HealliiKitf. Puk HiU Rd., Cmydwi, Burrrf 
Howmd, Arthor B, 

PllEW of Wain' R<MiI, Narwich 
Howell, Rev- Quiod Hind., M.A. 

Unylaa lb ciiirj. Kunridi 

Bow«. Rev. TlioDuu Oeunci' Fmnde. IS.A. 

fieltOD RcKUiij. (Iruit Vanauutli 



Jncknii. F. 7!>, St. OiW atrat, SarwiA 
JuToId, W1U1,.IB Thomu Wimlia 

Tborp*. XuntA 
Junes, Rar. Cliitl« Wvbni 

Dppa RicklBCluJI, Dta 
JaT.Beorj U..it.D. 

Oilppeohua. 
latopf, Rer. Augruttu. D.D, 

SeHTDiDK Redorf, Eut DarbiB 
JobbeoQi Frederick 

6. Regent Road. Onmt 
JohDKiD, Rii. Henrj' Barhuo. M.J 

LiUliDglDa. FKBi 
JohD»D. Rev. John Birhun. U A. 

The Diiil House. Ipiwich Bond. Kiicnk 
Jilhiuo&, Rev, WUluun Cowpa. U.A. 
YoihuD Recun?. Eiul C 
Jom*. Sir Ijarenco, B»rt. 



WickhsBiptoB BeeUry. K 
K(mi»n]'. Rev. Chuln Lewit. U-A. 

Qubjlduhsin RectofTi Thnttart 
Kimborley, Ttaa Rt. Hon. the Bui oR KM., 
F.P. Kimberley Hill. WTmondtan 

Kinit. Oeoiee Altted 

S, Hevilt'e Villu, Vppa H e lletJno, Nur*. 
Eing, CapUin H. B.. R.N.. 

«, Nebus Komi Soulh. Onat raniMlh 
Kalgtita, Muk Aluuudra Buwt, KomA 



Upper King 9tnH, NoTtritt 



LMk. Thoni 

Hinichi 

LadT")*". Jnniea Uurkut PUw, NurnJ 
tarkini. Wnllor F. LowcBkrt 

Leuh, Juhn Stradbi 



Leake, H. A- West Winch. LfnB. 

LeiTioe. Buler, 39, I>sdiiivIi KuuI, Norawk' 
I^e Wimer, UelUT, The Puddoeln, 8««Shua 
Lcgeo, Kuv. AuKuttui OouivF. K.A 

Kocih Blinhmn Vluiniao. IfHl DtnlBM' 
le Strange, lUroon. HuMLmt. 
hagtOMlt, Walter B, 

Prioee'i Raid. Onwt Yuvoatli 
Loialw, B«. nnUT K»mi-i B 

ByUuKh na 

Lomln.B EvMu,lIe1tuaIl>U, WrunadhaM 
Loodun aandh>>ll-Llt<ruT Luoio^ 

l.awi>dea. Ohitge AUn 

Budogton Hill, BnlArld Bruvl Oak, B 
Ld^i Rtfv. CharifM Juhn. M.A. 

Burtgh H. Motyuit, Uraat Yi 



■Eichocl, ReT. Chnrln. B A. 

'n'ulpolc Bt. Peter's HmIoit. Vubech 
J. AlLm B«vE, M.D. 

Eul Itodhun. Nuifalk 



F.8.A.. « 



UiH Kci'lc 



CleDi^hwatton Keetut]'. Lj^n 
liUnh, RST. Gwrgc Henrr 

Oniil Snoiiiig Rrtlatj. Fakrnhiun 
UuiluU, B«. AltrnI, M.A. 

FrebviibMa Ractory, Kcildikh 
iturtia. Bev. WOtinin. U A. 

I£iut BiiALliaJn \iau*gVt Fikcnbuu 
Mutiu. fii<4iud.Suuth Uaiy. Ot. VumuwUi 

Hmtihewa, ltE>. WilliBm CiHikc 

MattbpH. MiM The HuUin, ewutTluim 

Miiyu, AlfiHl CbnitPH 

Bt. ()nir«fi-ii Pnrli, Omt rumouUi 
Itmimui. Rev. Oeaigi. U.A. 

Ucthold. F. J.. F.S.A. Thome Cuurt. 

KhirapUoE. BuijGt. (^dmund'i 



Uiltud, Rui. JeSen 



Uill*, U». Huirey Stni 

Minui. itiT. Ocargi Wdliam W>1 
F.B.A. TtM Cliff, 'Weston, Ho 
HiUhsLl, Aleunder, 111). 



Viuturti Street, Ifflidno, 8.W. 



Hum, Bev. Jbr 



Uoitun, Klebud JcAn 



Milm, B«r. Edvuil H 



le VcD, Ecnr> Halpb. U A., 
deneoiiuf NoifoU. ['./'..'rhcCluH.Nc 
NigbtiD)nle, Un. S. 

BhwldiDgHeld Lod^. Omt Tin 
NighUneale, 8.nmel s..bi«U)u, Vsn 
NigliUiigalei Un. Uiniuel 

Suudtou, Yui 



Berill, 1 



MoHrate, C, il. Ie Gwjr Fusl DiTehiim 

Mcnrli, KeT. (3uiln. B,A. 

Brtrtou Tl»™g«, EuC Dereham 
Horrlii. W. B. Wood Utortoa. Norfolk 

Nortb. Chsrlfi Ruu|{bi>m B«l], SnaffhaiQ 
Norwich, Tbe Eon. uid hirht R«. the Lord 

Bisbap of, Palron The Polnee. NonriDh 
Mrmleh— The Librur of the Dnn and 

Ch>pl«r of Nurwieh The nine, Norwich 
Norwich— Libnu7 of the C. E.T.M. Bodoty 



:bUerei 



', Ptoprieton 



OhIus. Biehud 
O'PBtrell. C. 



Bwsffhun 
e Plun, OrHt TunnoDlb 



OUejr. H™, 

W, Regent eiMrt. GrtBt Tinroulh 
Onnu, tdvud Unlhnh'ii Rood, Norwich 
Urde, Chvin SomcnillB 

Hopton, Or»t Tannaotb 
Orfoid, Tbe Right Hon. the E.rl .if, f.F. 

Hunnin^tcin HiiU. ATtsbua 
Owlei, J una John 

HbU aiuf, OnatTuniioallt 



!••«*, Philip Samoe] B?inton, Eut Derehiim 
Page, BeoTfe WflUMB Ljnn 

Page, Thoiou Edwurd 

Long stralton, Nortolk 
Pitget, Sir June*. Bart., M.U., F.R-B. 
1, Bunwo'Hl PUco. HUHinr Sqium 

Palgnte, Robert Horry Intrlia. F.R.H. 

Belton, GiMt yumouth 
ndmer, Ambrope J- 

Hnddiiooe HmU, NurwirJi 

Palmer, Frederick Uanhy. M.8.A., Laeal 

H,>*. Sic. 38. Halt Quay, Qt. TwIBOnUi 

HmhUoda. Southlown. Great Tuauiuth 

Aflmer Hall, Tilncy Bt. L*wr«SM. Lynn 
ParlriJge. Uiu D.. Uockham HaU, l-)irt[uid 
Partridge, Ch»rl« 9. 

Christ's College, Cambridg* 
Partridgs, ReT. Wsltet Honry, B.A. 

CaitoD Rectory. Attleborough 
Pattaon, Henry Btanlforth 

Crioglrfotd, Norwich 
Pnro*, Ber. SUphen BpfDni, M.A. 

Cuumbe VioiTiBe, Woodatock 



IVnncB, Rei. 



■h (lu.y 



l'tn.»n«. 1-hBVEn.TbamuThomiuoD, B.D,. 
AlchdejLcaii oF Notvull. V P. 

BedeobaU Bivtorr, Eulnlon 
Piuiler, T. Rjchmonct) LL.B.. H.A. 

8t. AadKw's. Nurwich 
PIxiQy. P. W. 

13, Linden Gudeng, Looaao, ' 
PlowrlKht, W. C. SvnShiua 

Poix, KdmoDd da Bruame Flu^. Uungii)' 
Poll. Williiio shEppurd 

Hi, Kegvat KiAd. Hrst Tuim 
FoUard, J. E. T. Sontta Waliihuii. Noi 
FulUrd. ncT. Lsunmn UiSint. B.A. 

C>irl(«a ColviUf . Lowstoft 



I'uwell. Sir f^mncli Shup. But,, U.F., 

F.R.U.S. Hortaa Old Bull. Biulfo 
PoweU. Peter Bmuitviid. SuUu 

Pritt, Bvi'. Daibwood, B.i.. 

Burncj- Vi™i»4m, EMt Dotehii 
Pratt, Edwimi Ro^T Uurmy 

RyMun Boll, Dnwnliua, Harta 
Prertoo, Arthur W., F.B.Mot.SoB. 

llluflrld, S'tts 
I'reston, Richscd Tunbrid 

Pii«.', A. King Bttret, Gtrmt Yn 

Piid^uD. W. R. King'a Ln" 

Pore. HentT 



»utb 



Purdr. Boben John Wuoda 

Woodgatp. Aylalian 
Pn'iaft, E. B. South QuHy, Gt, TurmouU 



17, Denbeigh Place, BelgnTf l(«d. H.'W. 
Bwre. Simmi 81. Giles'. Nutwich 

nice. Edgar CosleMcj, Notwidi 

Uicb.au'Cbulein.stBiiTt, But. 

Loit1'» Dene, MerrDW, CaiWtoid 
Richitdmi. T.W., Unthouk'i Rund. Kunrich 
Kicbm. H. C. Uutluuili'i Bwd, Nanricfa 

Rix, Sunuel VTiltoB BeisGleii 

KolJorle, Bbt. FrBdericlt Pugs, M,A. 

Itagen, Kei. Juhn Henrir, U.A. 

Thorpe Hjunlet Viisrsge. Vcvwich 
Kilter*, Vet. J. E. Vinnute. Gt, Tannoulh 
HiH. Mn. Thomu Lower CloK. Nonrich 
Ro*jberv, The Bl. Hon. Tbe Eail of, K.O., 
V.l: fri, Bwkelej SquBre, LooaoB, W. 
Kuwlimd, George Jumen 



[lodd, WMller 



Scsell, BeT. Wmiun HeuT. H.A. 

Yutey Vicsmge. Br* 
etllia. Iliomu W.. Tlie Frtory. QU TunoaUi 

North Cmke Hectorr, Fnkoihiuii 
BimpKO. E. PftlgrnTS Tomblaad. JiuniiA 



lU.Juhn 

M. 9,iuOi lUrket Road, Oteat Yununilh 
inner, Ednard HAjouirhet, Konrich 

Slipper, Rev. Thonui John Kobeit Aimuw, 
B.A. The CtHcent. Nmidi 

mllh, MiM A. G.. Albemarle Hoad, Kontleh 
mith, Bev. Henry. U.A. 

Haiditlck HouH. Lynn 
Bpatlu, Henry JaiD« BilneT. Koftolk 






It Cbsrlei 



Untlianli'i Rand, KDrsiiA 
'icuoge, Tlietf ad 



Spurgin, 

Gnat Hoekbt 
aivdtnui, U. B. 

Woudhill. OifBcnUU, Eut Uenham 
Sydney Free Lilaary.N.S.W. 
Symocdt. Rev. Henry. M.A. 

17. Pclbun Crtsceiil, S. Kemiii^tan, S.T. 

Tacop, Iter. Richard John. H.A- 

Baltcahy Rectury. Gnat Tnnnmitk 
Tanutck, Rev. Oabame Williani. K.A. 

Little Waltham Ucctury, OwlniittBd 
Taylor, Frarula, U.P. Vim 

Tuylor, Frederic Oddin, TomUaBd, MorlnA 
Taylor. UiH HtarBtiin,Harl«t<ai,Xiir(^k 
Teoadel, Kobprl Henry 



I. Bldeford Temce. 



TeajdeU. Un. 

TborahiU. EdmoDd R. QFldBUa 

Tillett. Edward Aithut Tombluid, NorwiiA 
Tiogey, J. C. Sumy Sireiet, Nonridi 

Todd. John Timothy Chapel Field, Morwicft, 
Taft, B( " " " 

Great UaafODghaui Rectory, BwiTliaaB 
Tomldni, Daniel 

" ■ ~ " Tarmonlh 

1. Nuifolk 






Utling, Slophen Wdliam 



I., Thorpe Hamlet, Non 

Dene Side, Great YannoDtli 
i. 
mpaiit Hone Street, Not 



IX 



Walker, Ernev t, Sonthtown, Great Yarmouth 
Walker, Bar. John, M.A. 

Bradwell Rectory, Great Tarmonth 
Wallace, Min The Close, Norwich 

Walpole, R. H., Wahorne Hall, Holt,Norfolk 
Walpole, Spencer C. 

10, Strathmore Gardens, Kensington, W. 

Walsingham, The Right Hon. Lord, F.R.S., 

V.P. Merton HaU, Thetford 

Walter, John Hemy Catton, Norwich 

Wansbrongh, Rey. Henry Arthur, M.A. 

New Walsingham, Norfolk 
Wanstall, Rev. Qiarles Luther 

Hautby Rectory, Great Yarmouth 
Ward, David Hamond Lodge, Lynn 

Warlters, W. S. Magdalen Street, Norwich 
Warren, Rev. John Walter Corbould, LLB. 
Tacolnestone Old Hall, Wymondham 
Waters, John Tolver 

Nelson Road South, Great Yarmouth 
Waters, William George 

7, Mansfield Street, Portland Place, London 
Wellingham, John East Walton, Lynn 

Whalley, Rev. Pryor Buxton, M.A. 

East Wretham Rectory, Thetford 
Whayman, Horace W. 

Orford, Wickham Market, Suffolk 
White, Rev. Charles Harold Evelyn, F.S.A. 

Christ Church Vicarage. Chesbam 

Whitehead, Rev. Edward Ernest Wolff, M.A. 

Reedham, Great Yarmouth 



Whitney, Rev. James Pounder, M.A. 

Hempstead Rectory, Stalbam 
Williams, Charles, F.R.C.S. 

Prince of Wales* Road, Norwich 
Wilson, Rev. James, M.A. 

Barking Rectory, Needham Market 
Wilson, Rev. William Greive, M.A. 

Fomcett St. Peter Rectory, Tx)ng Stratton 
Winter, Rev. Edward George Adliogton, M.A. 

The Vicarage, Ljmn 
Wood, Colonel, C.B. 

95, Thorpe Road, Norwidi 
Woods, Sir Albert W., Garter King of Arms, 
College of Arms, Queen Victoria Street, E.G. 
Woods, William Henry 

Prince of Wales' Road, Norwidi 
Worlledge, Edward WiUiam 

Albert Square, Great Yarmouth 
Wright, W. E., West Hall, Middleton, Lynn 
Wrigley, R. Regent Road, Great Yarmouth 

Youell, Edward Pitt 

Gorleston, Great Yarmouth 
Youell, Miss Maude 

Gorleston, Great Yarmouth 
Young, Rev. John 

Walsoken Rectory, Wisbedi 
Youngman, A. W. 

93, St. George's Road, Great Yarmouth 




I. That the Society shjiU be called "Thk Norfolk and Norwich 
Akchaolooical Socierv." 

1, That the object of the Society shall be to collect llic Itest inronnatiiui 
OD the Arts and Monumcnls of the County, mclndjng Primeval Anliquitiec ; 
Numismatics; Arehileclurc, Civil and Eccleaiasticil ; Sculpture; Pajatingan 
Walls, Wood, or Glass ; Civil History and Antiquities, coinprising Manon, 
Manorial Rights, Privileges and Customs ; Descent ; Genealogy ; Ecclcaiostiul 
History ot Endowments, and Charitable Foandations i Records, ic, and all 
other matters usually comprised undiri the head of Archs»ilogy. 

3. That the Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, Vicc- 
PresideatR, Treasurer, Sectelaries, and a Committee of eighteen. 

4. That ail such Antiquities as shall be given to the Society, shall be 
|>rescnled to the Norwich Museuni. 

5. That six of the Committee shall go out annually in rotation, but with 
the power of being re-elected ; and also that the Committee shall supply anf 
Tacancy thai may occur in their number during the year. 

6. That the President, Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer and Secretaries, he 
elected at the Annual Genera] Meeting for one year, with.powct of being 
re-elected, and shall be ci-oSicio members of ibe Committee. 

7. Thai any person desirous to become a Member of this Sodety, shall be 
proposed by at least two of its Members, Hi either a General or Cominiltee 
Meeting. 

8. That every Member shall pay the Annual Subscription of Sercn 
Shillings aud Siipence, to be due in advance on the first of Janoaiy, 

9. That distinguished Antiquaries, not connected with the County, may be 
elected as Honorary Members, at any of the General or Committee Meetings 
of the Society, on being proposed by two of the Members. 

10. That four Genera] Meetings shall be held hi the year, at sncb times 
and places as shall be from time to time determined by the Committee. 



11. That such short Papers shall be read at the Meetings as the Committee 
shall previously approve of, and that the Meetings shall conclude with the 
exhibition of, and discussion on, such subjects of interest or curiosity as 
Members may produce. 

12. That the Committee may, on such occasions as they shall think 
necessary, call Special Meetings by advertisement. 

13. That the Accounts shall be audited, and a statement of the affairs 
of the Society shall be given at the first General Meeting in the year. 

1 4. That the Committee shall meet from time to time, to receive information 
and make such arrangements as may be necessary, preparatory to the General 
Meetings. That three shall be a quorum, and that the Chairman shall have 
the casting vote. 

15. That a short Annual Report of the Proceedings of the Society shall be 
laid before the General Meeting, and that a list of Members shall be printed 
from time to time. 

16. That all papers deposited in the archives of this Society shall be con- 
sidered the property of the Society : but that it shall be optional with the 
Committee to receive communications from Members, who are writing with 
other objects in view, and to return the same, af^cr perusal, to the author. 

17. That the Committee shall have the power of making By-Laws, which 
shall remain in force till the next General Meeting. 

18. That the Committee shall have the power of publishing such papers 
and engravings, at the Society's expense, as may be deemed worthy of being 
printed ; that each Subscriber shall be entitled to a copy of such publication, 
either gratis or at such price as the funds of the Society will admit, from the 
t«ne of his admission ; and to such further copies, and previous publications 
(if there be any in hand), at a price to be fixed by the Committee ; that the 
author of such published papers shall be entitled to fifteen copies, gratis ; and 
that the Committee shall have the power to make such arrangements for re- 
printing any of the parts of the Society's Papers, when out of print, as they 
may deem most conducive to the interest of the Society. 

19. That the Society in its pursuits shall be confined to the County of 
Norfolk. 



AGAS H. GOOSS, PRINTBK, NORWICH. 



NOEFOLK AND NOEWICH 



^rrl^a^okgual Scrutg, 



ANNUAL KHPORT FOR THE YEAR 1891. 
Read ok 4th May, 1892. 



The Committee of the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeo- 
logical Society are able once more to place before the 
Members a faTOurable Report of the condition and progress 
of the Society. 

During the past year the General Meetings of the 
Members and their friends have been held as usual 

At the Annual Meeting in the Guildhall on April 15th, 
1891, in the absence of the President, the chair was taken 
by the Mayor of Norwich (E. Wild, Esq.). After the 
election of Officers for the ensuing year and the transaction 
of other business. Dr. Jessopp gave an address on the 
"Outlook of Norfolk Archax)logy." 

On June 5th the Excursion in the City of Norwich 
was held, and the following churches and places of 
interest were visited: — the Churches of St. Edmund, 
St. James, St. Paul, St. Saviour, and (in the afternoon) 
St. Giles; together with the sites of the Boys' Hospital, 
the Convent of the Carmelite Friars, Norman's Hospital, 



Doaghty's Hospital, and the dissolved Churches of 
SttinU, St. Margaret, St. Botolph, and St. Mary UDbrent. 
Chapel Field and the City Wall enclosed in the Gardens 
were also inspected. At the four churches visited in the 
morning, architectural notes were read, which had been 
prepared by Mr. H. J. Green. Papers were also contributed 
by the Rev. W, Hudson, on "The District of Fibriggate"^ 
Dr. Bensly, on "The Carmelite Friars" and " Norman*H 
Hospital"; Mr. Mark Knights, on " The Boys' Hospital "J 
and Mr. H. J. Martin, on " St. Saviour's Parish." St, Gilen 
Church and Parish were described in the afternoon bjq 
Sir Peter Fade, who, with Lady Fade, kindly entertained • 
the large party of visitors in their house before the close 
of the day's proceedings. It is with a feeling of 
something akin to regret that the Committee have to 
report that the next excursion will exhaust, for the preseud 
this pleasant field of research. The Norwich Excursiona- 
were commenced in 1881. Their popularity has con- 
tinuously increased, they have always been well attended, 
and have never failed to attract new members. It is the 
simple truth also to state that they have led to a very- 
marked increase of true archioological study. Possibly 
the Members of the Society may not be indisposed to. 
begin the perlustration again. Two reasons may 
adduced in favour of such a course: since 1881 a { 
variety of sources of information have been opened up, 
and local students have learned not only to value but to 
use them ; and then the sad thought occurs to all that 
twelve years in these days of rapid change sweep away 
many relics of the past with ruthlcsB haste in a busy 
city, and every year leaves something less to see, 
compelling the archawlogist to imagine what once existed, 
instead of being able to inspect the past in something of 
its substantial reality. 

The County Excursion was held on July 30th. 
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party met at WymondhQm in the Grammar School 
{formerly Becket's Chapel), and then visited the Pariah 
Church, with its well-known remaine of the Church of 
the Benedictine Priory. At both places Dr. JeBsopp 
explained the history und the architectural delaiis. From 
Wymondhnra the party proceeded to Deophara and 
Uiughuni. At the latter place a paper waa read by the 
Rev. J. Barham Johnson. 

The Winter Evening Meeting at the Guildhall, Norwich, 
on December 14th, was rendered specially interesting by 
the return of the President, after a lengthened tour in 
India, Japan, and the neighbonring countries. He very 
kindly brought for exhibition a large collection of 
specimens of native art and manufacture — -some of them 
being of undoubted antiquity— and pointed out the 
various points of interest in the most important of them. 
A paper was then read by Mr, L. G. Bolingbroke on 
" Pre-Elizabelhnn Plays and Players in Norfolk and 
Norwich." This paper has been printed in the Society's 
Original Popera. The evening concluded by Dr. Jessopp 
shewing and commenting on some valuable antiquilies 
found in the coarse of some recent excavations on the 
site of a SaxoQ Cemotery at Castle Acre. 

The Committee are able to report during the past 
year a considerable amount of work done, both in the 
publication of volumes for the Members and ihe tran- 
scription of valuable documents for reference. The Index 
to the first ten volumes of the Society's Original Papers, 
prepared by the Rev. C. R. Manning, was issued to 
the Members lust summer, in addition to Fart II. of 
Volume XI. previously issued at the beginning of the 
year. The Norfolk Inquisitions offered to the Society 
by Mr. Rye were then proceeded with, as well as the 
concluding part of Volume SI, The preparation of tlicse 
three publications in the year caused some delay in the 



completion of the aiinuul Part of the Society's Papers. 
The whole is now finished and iaaucd. The InquitiitionB 
have been formed into a second volume of the Norfolk 
Records, commenced by the late filr. Walfurd I). Selby, 
which with Part III. of Volume XI. Iiaa been issued 
to subscribers for 1891. 

Besides theao publications the Committee have, from 
time to time, employed Mr. T. R. Tallack in finisliing 
the transcript of the Norfolk portion of Tunner's Col- 
lections for the Diocese of Norwich, It haa been securely 
hound in four volumes, and will he uccessihle to Klembers 
on application to the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Quinton, 
at the Norfolk and Norwich Librury. By the help of 
an indes any desired parish may at once be found, and 
in the explanation of the various signs und references 
uaed by the learned compiler, Ihe searulier wiil have an 
advantage not hitherto obtuinuble by those who have 
consulted the original MS. For a great deal of this 
explanatory gloBsary, as well as for the general excellence 
of the transcript, the thimks of the Society are due to 
Mr. Tallack. He has alao, under the direction of the 
Society, been engaged in transcribing a considerablo 
portion of the Registers of the Sacrist and of St. Mary 
in the Marsh (or St. Luke's Chapel) in the Cathedral. 
The special value of thia transcript for purposes of 
reference is in the register of marriages. Prior to 1734 
it was a very common custom for persons to obtain a 
license to marry at a church in a parish to which 
neither of the parties belonged. Hence the difficulty 
in tracing these marriages. As might be supposed, u 
marriage in Norwich Cathedral was a popular proceeding, 
and these registers therefore are full of the marriages 
of members of leading families from all parts of the 
county. This transcript alao is finished, and when bound 
may be consulted by Members of the Society. 



When the Norfolk Couul.y Council cumo into possession 
of the Records formerly in the hunda of tlie County 
Magiatrates, tlio President of this Society, as Chairman 
of the Record Committee, obtained permission to huvo 
them Borled and examined. At bis request the Rev. W. 
Hudson and Mr. Tallack undertook to do so, and with 
the assistance of Mr. Hamon Ic Strange, they arranged 
til em all chronologically and clasBified tbem, each Boll 
being placed in a paper wrapper and labelled with its 
character and date. They were found to consist chiefly 
of indictments and other miscellaneous buaineaa transacted 
before the magistrates in Quarter Sessions. Amongst 
them, however, was found a series of bundles of 
apparently uii unusual character, containing Knrolraents 
of Deeds of Conveyance of properties belonging to 
leading county families. They extend from about 1550 
to 1660. As the originals of many of these deeds may 
possibly now be lost, the Committee, at the suggestion 
of tho President and with the permission of the Clerk 
of the Council, are arranging for Mr. Tallack to make 
a Calendar of them, in order that their contents may 
be known. 

After the death of tho late Mr. C. J. W. Winter, 
the Committee acquired a valuable series of seventy-six 
drawings which he had made of the principal bosses in 
the north walk of the Cathedral cloister. It should also 
be noted that the brown wash on the stone vaulted roof 
of the Cathedral Transept is in course of removal, under 
the direction of the Dean and Chapter. The bosses at 
the intersections of the ribs of the vaulting are found 
to consist of boldly executed sculptures, with much of 
the original colour and gilding remaining. A careful 
examination of tho bosses is being made whilst tho 
scaffolding is in position. 

Much anxiety has been expressed of hite by visitors. 



and by the Society for tlie Protection of Ancient 
Buildings, concerning the decaying condition of the well- 
known Gateway of St. ]ienet's Abbey. A representation 
on the subject was made by the Bishop of Korwich, 
through Dr. Bensly, to the Ecclesiastical Com miss! oners. 
This representation was energetically supported by the 
Committee of the Great Yarmouth Branch of the Society, 
and, as a result, the CommiHsioners have given orders to 
have various works done, with a view to preserve the 
ruina of the Gateway and of the Abbey Church from 
further decay. 

The Yarmouth Branch of the Society continues to 
prosper and to do ranch useful work. Excursions have 
been made and meetings held, and any relics of antiquity 
whifh may be revealed in altering houses are carefully 
photographed and copies preserved. This is an example 
worthy of imitation. The Branch now numbers 100 
Members, nearly all of whom are also Members of the 
Parent Society. 

The Committee feel that, amongst the records of 
the past year, special mention should be made of the 
munificent gift made to the Norwich Museum by their 
former Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Fitch. Hone 
will reap ibe benefit of this generous donation more than 
the Mi'mbers of this Society, with whose tastes Mr. Fitch 
so thoroughly sympathizes. The President at once wrote 
in the name of the Society to Mr. Fitch to express their 
sense of the value of his gift. The Committee have 
reason to know, that amongst the congratulations which 
reached the generous donor from many quarters, none 
were more oppreciated than those offered to him on 
behalf of a Society in which he has taken so deep an 
interest. It is the hope of all tlje Members thnt be 
may yet be spared to see his collections arranged in 
their future abode. 
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The Committee regret to record the death recently 
of the Ven. Archdeacon Blakelock, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society, and for many years an 
interested and active Member. 

The Members of the Committee who retire by rotation 
are Mr. E. M. Beloe, Rev. E. Farrer, Mr. J. Mottram, 
Rev. J. W. Millard, Mr. R. H. Inglis Palgrave, and 
Mr. C. Williams, all of whom are eligible for re-election. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH 



REPORT FOR 1892. 
Read April 17th, 1893. 



Thj Committee beg leave to lay before the Members 
of the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society a 
Report of the proceedings and work of the Society 
during the past year. 

The last Annual Meeting was held in the Guildhall 
on May 4th, 1892, the chair being taken by General 
Bulwer. After the reading of the Annual Report and 
the election of the Officers and Committee, the Members 
and their friends paid another visit to the Castle, to 
inspect the progress of the work being carried on there. 

The City Excursion took place on July 26th, and 
proved to be one of varied interest. Meeting in the 
neighbourhood of Tombland, where papers were read 
by the Rev. W. Hudson on "Tombland and its Story," 
and by Mr. E. A. Tillett on the " Church of St. George," 
the party went to the garden of the Bishop's Palace. 
Here the Rev. Sidney Pelham gave a description of the 
ruin called ''Bishop Salmon's Gateway," supposed to 
have been the porch of the Bishop's great hall. After 
the reading of the paper, in which Mr. Pelham had 
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pleaded for the preservation of this interesting and 
beautiful specimen of early Decorated work, a discussion 
took place as to the best means of attaining that object. 
Passing down towards Bishop's Bridge, the Cow Tower 
and the bridge were described by Mr. J. W. Howard. 
The party then ascended the steep hill on the opposite 
side of the river, and under the guidance of Dr. Bensly 
were conducted to the site, and such slight relics as 
remain, of St. Leonard's Priory and the Chapel of 
St. Michael on the Mount, now known as " Rett's 
Castle." In connection with St. Leonard's Priory Dr. 
Bensly mentioned two Inventories of MSS. and Books 
dated 1422 and 1452-3, preserved among the Cathedral 
muniments, and it is hoped that he will furnish the 
Members with a descriptive account of the Priory, and 
especially of these valuable documents. A visit to the site 
of the Lollards' Pit was followed by a tea, kindly provided 
by the Rev. J. H. and Mrs. Rogers, in the grounds of 
Thorpe Hamlet Vicarage, after which the Rev. J. W. 
Millaxd exhibited and described a very full Swan Roll 
of 1598. 

The exigencies of the General Election somewhat dis- 
turbed the proposals for our Summer Excursion, which 
was finally carried out on September 8th and 9th. For 
some time back a strong desire had been expressed 
by several Members of the Society to visit the churches 
of Lynn Marshland, a project which involved spending 
a night at Lynn. After much consideration this wish 
was accomplished, and, favoured as it was with splendid 
weather, a more enjoyable and instructive excursion 
could not have been made. Those who joined in it 
were much indebted to Mr. E. M. Beloe for his trouble 
in making the necessary local arrangements and con- 
ducting the large party through the two days' excursion. 
The exceptionally fine series of churches for which the 



district is famous, have been so often and so fully 
described that it is uuneeessary to do more than recall 
tbe route which was followed on this occasion. The 
start was made from Wisbech Station, and the first 
church visited waa that of Walaoken, Then followed 
West Walton, Walpole St. Peter, Walpole St. Andrew, 
and Terrington St. Clement. A stop was made at 
Clenchwarton Rectory, where refreshments were cour- 
teously offered by the Rev. C- U. and Mrs. Manning. 
At most of the churches observations were made by 
Mr. Beloe and the Rev. C. R. Manning, and at West 
Walton by the Rev. W. E. Browne. At Terrington a 
paper waa read by Dr. Seccomhe, which has been printed 
in the current nuniVier of the Society's collections. A 
dinner at the Duke's Head, Lynn, was presided over 
by Sir Francis Boileau, President of the Society ; and 
in the evening the Mayor (W. R. Pridgeon, Esq.) gave 
a reception in the Assembly Room of the Town Hall. 
The Corporation Plate, Charters, and other documents 
were exhibited, and addresses were given by Mr. Manning 
on "Lynn Plate-marks," Mr. Beloe on the "Making of 
Marshland," and Dr. Jessopp on the " Value of Archieo- 
logical Studies." On the following day the places 
visited included Tilney All Saint<^, Terrington St. John, 
Wiggenliall St. Mary, St. Mary's Hall, Wiggenhall St. 
German, and Wiggenhall St. Mary Magdalen. At 
Wiggenhall St. Mary the visitors were courteously 
entertained by the Rev. H. J. Halls. 

The Winter Evening Meeting was unavoidably post- 
poned until Jan. 31st, 1S>93. Like tbe other meetings 
and excursions of the past year it was well attended 
and most successful. It was held in the Oranimar 
School, and was the occasion of a remarkably interesting 
and exhaustive address by Mr. W. H, St. John Hope, de- 
scriptive of Caatleacre Priory. Important excavations had 
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been recently made there under Mr. Hope's snpervisioiL 
Towards the expense of these our Society (at the request 
of the Society of Antiquaries) made a contribution, on 
the understanding that Mr. Hope should give us the 
result for publication. This promise, it is hoped, will 
be fulfilled in our next issue. 

Volume Xn. Part I. of the Society's Original Pap^s has 
been issued to Members. The Committee deeply r^[ret 
that some of the work announced in last year's Beport as 
in progress by Mr. T. K Tallack, was interrupted by his 
illness and untimely death in the course of last summer. 
His loss to the work of this Society, and to almost every 
branch of local research, is almost irreparable, not only toe 
what he was actually doing, but for the unique capacity 
which he was rapidly acquiring. He had become almost 
equally acquainted with the contents of tiie Guildhall 
Record Room, the Diocesan Registry, the Norwich Probate 
Registry, and, to a large extent, with those at Ipswich, 
Bury St. Edmund's, and Somerset House. He was also 
extensively acquainted with the contents of a large number 
of Norfolk Parochial Registers. There were, in fact, few 
subjects of local enquiry in which he could not at once 
direct a searcher to the most likely field of research. As 
most of this knowledge had been acquired in the course of 
researches made for private persons, the MSS. and notes he 
left at his decease were not of such general value as might 
otherwise have been the case. There are, however, among 
them some Transcripts of Parish Registers, and notably 
three Indexes of Norfolk Wills, which will no doubt be 
of great service, and which have been purchased for the 
Society. 

Tlie Transcript of the Registers of the Sacrist of the 
Cathedral, and of St. Mary in the Marsh (St. Luke's 
Chapel) which Mr. Tallack was engaged on for the Society, 
were well advanced at his death. They have since been 



I finished by Mr. F. Johnson, of Great Yarmouth, down to 

the year 1812, They contain an immense number of J 

I marriages of persons residing in all parts of Norwich 1 

and Norfolk, I 

Through the kindness of Mr. J. H. Gumey, of Keswick I 

Hall, another useful document has been added to the ^ 

Society's materials for purposes of reference. At the end 

of Mackerell'a MS. History of Norwich, in Mr. Gumey'a 

possession, there is an alphabetical list of all the persons 

j whose moQunieuts then (1725) existed in the churches of J 

I Norwich. With Mr. Gurney's permission tliis list was I 

I copied by Mr, Hudson, and it has since been collated, by I 

[ Mr. F, Johnson, with Eloraefield, The Committee have I 

1 also acquired the valuable MSS. of the late Mr. E. L. I 

[ Blackburne, F.S.A., on the "Iconography of Norfolk" I 

\ and other subjects. I 

The Committee have to record, with grateful thanks,! 

L a further gift from the Rev, F. Procter, of Witton, offl 

Transcripts of eight more Parish Registers. I 

The Society are thus possessors of a valuable series c^ J 

I Transcripts of forty-one Norfolk Parish Registers, be-a 

I sides an alphabetical Index of the Parish Register of St M 

I Saviour's, Norwich. 

During the past year the Society of Antiquaries has 
Bsued a list of all the Parish Registers which have been 
published or transcribed ; and also a list of ArclissologicaJ J 
Papei-s published by various Societies, or in other waySiJ 
during the year 1891. Some copies of these lists are inj 
I hands of the Committee, and may be obtained froosl 
I the Assistant Secretary. | 

The number of Subscribing Members on the recently 
L published list of the Society is 4+8. The Gt. Yarmouth 
■ Branch continues its useful work, including about 100 
(•Uembers, most of whom also belong to the Parent Socii 
'he Society has to regret the loss of one of 






^original*' Members, the BeT. T. Jones, FJ3JL, of Sporle, 
an experienced antiquary of nnich taste and knowledge, 
who had formed a large and varied collection of antiqiiitie& 
The Members of the Committee who retire by rotati<»i 
this year are the Bev. W. F. Creeny, Mr. H. J. Green, 
the Bev. Hinds Howell, the Bev. Dr. Jessopp, Mr. Hamon 
le Strange, and Mr. F. Danby Palmer. They are all 
eligible for re-election. 



BOOKS ADDED TO THE LIBBABT. 

By Exchange — Publications of the following ArchsBO- 
logical Societies: — Surrey, Derbyshire, Somerset, Suffolk, 
Sussex, Kent, Cambridge. 

By Oift — List of Buildings havii^ Mural Decorations, 
by Department of Science and Art ; Aston and Bumbold's 
Expenses at Q& Yarmouth, 1831, by F. D. Palmer, Esq. ; 
Monumental Inscriptions in Marshland Churches, by 

W. Rye, Esq. ; Rental of Houses in Gloucester, in 1455 ; 
Leet Jurisdiction in Norwich (Selden Society, Vol. V.), 
by Rev. W. Hudson. 

By Purchase — MSS. by the late Mr. Blackburn (three 

cases). 
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NORFOLK AND NORWICH 



^rrl^aeologkal Sorittg, 



REPORT FOR 1893. 



Read on April 27th, 1894, 



The Committee of the Norfolk and Norwich ArchsBO- 
logical Society have the honour to lay before the members 
a Report of the Society for the year 1893. 

At the Annual Meeting, held in the Guildhall, Norwich, 
on April 17th, Gen. Bulwer in the chair, Dr. Bensly 
read a paper on the recently-cleaned bosses on the roof 
of the Cathedral transepts, and exhibited a series of 
illustrative photographs. Mr. E. M. Beloe also gave a 
descriptive account of some of the medisDval episcopal 
manor-houses, especially those at Thorpe and Thomage. 

On July 2l8t was held an unusually successful excur- 
sion, which was intended to complete the series of city 
excursions. It was on the river, so far as the city 
jurisdiction extends. Starting from Norwich by the 
" Jenny Lind '' steamer, the members proceeded to 
Cantley, where they were joined by many more, and 
having gone as far as Hardley Cross, returned to Cantley to 



luncheon. A paper was tbeu read bv the Rev. W. Hudaon 
on "Norwich City and its River Jurisdiction." Then they 
went by river to Liingley Abbey, where the ruins of the 
Abbey were visiled under the guidance of Dr. Jessopp. 
On the way back to Norwich they landed at Thorpe Old 
Hall, where they were hospitably received by Major and 
Mra. Cubitt, a paper on the Hall, aa one of the episcopal 
manor-bouBCB, being read by Mr. K. M. Beloe. 

Another excursion waa held on September 11th, when 
the members and their friends drove from Norwich to 
Chedgrave, Loddon, Hales Hall, Hales Church, Ravening- 
ham Church, and GilUngham Church, returning by train 
from Beccles. At Loddon Church a paper by the Rev. 
C. R. Manning waa read. At Hales Hall a paper on the 
"Hoharts of Hales Hall" was read by Gen. Bulwer. 

The Committee regret tbot there has been unusual 
delay in the issue of last year's publication, consisting 
of Vol. XII., Part II. It has been partly caused 
by the first paper being a long time on hand, and partly 
by the number of the illustrations being unusually 
large. It will be issued in & short time, and the 
Committee feel sure that when the meiubera receive it 
they will find it to be of special value, containing, 
amongst others, an exhaustive paper by Mr. St. Johs 
Hope on Caatle Acre Priory. 

The attention of your Committee has been called to 
the dangerous condition of a well-known landmark on 
the Norfolk coast, the tower of the ruined church of 
Eccles by the Sea. The matter was actively taken up by 
Mr. Danby Palmer, the hon. secretary of our Yarmouth 
branch, ond Lis Committee ; and there is good prospect 
of steps being taken to save this interesting relic from 
the further encroachment of the sea. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Teaedel of Great Yarmouth has made a ground plan of 
the church when uncovered at a low tide, and Gaptnic 



King has placed at tlie disposal ol' the .Society : 
drawings made by liini eonie years ugo. These will be 
published in our issue of next year. 

Tho annual meeting of the great Yarmouth branch of 
the Society, which was held on February 26th, was the 
occasion of a most salisfactory report. It mentioned the 
fact that the museum at the Tolhouae was last year 
visited by 290~ persons, who not only paid the entrance 
fee, but also purchased the whole edition of 1000 copies 
of a "Guide" issued by the Committee of that bniiich. 
A hope, in which (ho piiifnt Society heartily join, was 
cxpreaaed that the Yurmouth Town Council might soon 
see its way to provide "more suitable accommodation for 
museum purposes at the Tolhouse," 

Your Committee feel it their duty to express their 
deep interest in the approaching re-opening of the choir 
of the Cathedral by the Archbishop of Canterbury, after 
the extensive work which has been wirried on there for 
the last two years. It is impossible at present to give 
any opinion as to whiit has been done. Your Committee 
have been frequently appealed to for information. They 
have reason to believe that competent criticism will in 
general approve of the result. But they venture to 
express an opinion that any future work should be placed 
more directly under the control and supervision of some 
architect of national repulation. 

The congratulations of the Society to the citizens of 
Norwich and the county of Norfolk on the successful 
completion of the Castle Museum scheme must still be 
reserved for another year. Meanwhile, the members of the 
Society may be glad to know that one porlion of the work 
comprised in the Scheme will be proceeded with immediately. 
A commodious muniment room has been provided, and 
one of your hon. secretaries, Mr. Hudson, has been 
requested by the City Committee of the Town Council to 
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superintend the transference of the documeuts in a proper 
condition, and to arrange them so that they may be 
accessihie to Btudenlis. The origin and developnieot of the 
inatitutions of English boroughs has of late taken a 
prominent place in the researches of historical students in 
America and Germany, as well as in Englonil, and it is 
believed that the muiucipnl records of the City of Norwich 
are second in iniportanoe to no others. It is appropriate 
that Norwich should be making this provision for the 
preservation and study of its records in a year marked 
by the 700tb anniversary of itJ* municipal independence. 
The Corporation are following the example already set by 
King's Lynn and Yarmouth, so that the county of 
Norfolk will soon have the mtvantage of poaseaaing three 
most valuable series of municipal records well oared 
for and preserved for the use of future generations. 

Mrs. Cubitt, of Thorpe Hall, has kindly presented the 
Society with a large collection of 1 8th century tokeue, 
which have been arranged and catalogued by Mr. J. C. 
Tingey, of Norwich. 

The Society has to regret the loss during the past year 
of several members. Special mention may be made of 
the Rev. J. Barham Johnson, formerly Viciir of Welborne. 
He was an able supporler of the Societv's work, and wits 
possessed of considerable arehilecturiit and mechanical 
skill, which was always willingly placed at the service of 
his neighbours ami friends. The Rev. J. N. Simpkinson, 
Rector of North Creake, was a scholar of distinguished 
attainments and a corresponding member of the Society. 
We have also to record with regret the death of Mr. 
Leavins, at one time a parlner in the firm of publishers 
who from the first have so ably printed utid issued the 
Society's publications. It ia believed that Mr. Leavins 
was concerned in the very first number which wa.s issued 
by Messrs. Muskett in 1847, 



The retiring members of the Committee are Dr. Bately, 
Canon Copeman, Mr. B. W. Hurcourt, tlie Rev. A. G. 
I^®gg®i Canon Raven, and Mr. Walter Rye. Mr. Legge, 
who is leaving Norfolk, does not wish to be re-elected. 
The Committee propose the re-election of the other five 
gentlemen, and in Mr. Legge's place they propose the 
name of Mr. Ij. G. Bolingbroke of Norwich. 



NORFOLK AND NORWICH 



^rrl^ieological Sorietj. 



REPOET FOR 1894. 



Read on Afbil 24th, 1895. 



The Committee of the Norfolk and Norwich Archaeo- 
logical Society have the honour to lay before the members 
the Report for the year 1894. 

The Annual Meeting, which was held in the Guildhall, 
Norwich, on April 27th, was invested with a special 
character, the 5th of May, then close at hand, being 
the 700th anniversary of the grant of municipal indepen- 
dence to the citizens of Norwich by King Richard I. 
The Mayor, Sir Peter Eade, M.D. (in the absence of the 
President), took the chair. King Richard's Charter was 
exhibited, and an explanatory paper was read by the 
Rev. W. Hudson. 

On July 18th a successful excursion was held. A 
large number of members and friends went by train 
from Norwich to Wells, whence they visited Stiffkey Hall 
and Church, Warham Camp, Walsingham Priory and 
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Church, and East Baraham Hall. Papers were read or 
descriptions given by the Rev. 0. B. Manning at StifPkey 
and Warham ; by the Bev. A. H. Wansbrough at 
Walsingham ; and the Bey. W. Martin at East Barsham. 

An excursion was also held on September 27th, when 
the following places were visited : — Tasbnrgh Church and 
Cump, where a paper was read by the Bev. W. Hudson; 
Long Stratton St Mary Church, described by the Bev. 
Canon Brown, the Sexton's Wheel being explained by 
the Bev. W. H. Sewell; Shelton Churdi, which was 
the subject of a paper by the Bev. B. J. Armstrong, 
published by our Society ; Hard wick Church ; Gbiwdy 
Hall, where a paper was read by Mr. J. Sancroft 
Holmes; Bedenhall Church, described by the Yen. Arch- 
deacon Perowne; and Starston Church, by the Bev. E. 
C. Hopper. 

In! the Beport read at last year's annual meeting 
mention was made of two approaching events of special 
interest to members of this Society. The first was the 
rcropening of Norwich Cathedral Choir and Presbytery 
after extensive cleaning and re-arrangements, which had 
necessitated its being closed for many moiitha The 
re-opening took place on May 2nd, and was presided over 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, who occupied the 
famous stone seat of the Norman Bishopa This Society 
desires to record its sense of the care which has evidently 
been taken by the Dean and Chapter to avoid, so far as 
possible, any interference with structural detaila The 
general result has, no doubt, been to enhance the beauty 
of this part of the Cathedrah But all alterations, how- 
ever carefully made, tend to obliterate architectural details 
by the aid of which a practised eye could read much of 
the history of the past. It is much to be wished that in 
such cases an exact record should be made of what has 
been done. 



The oilier event wus the conversion of the old Castle 
Keep into an integral portion of the new Castle Museum. 
The auccess of the inaugural ceremony which took place 
on October 23rd, and was conducted by their Royal 
Iliglmcssea, the Duke and Diicheas of York; hardly coinea 
within the province of tills Society to record. Tliey wish, 
however, to express their sutisfuction at the excellent 
manner in which, on the whole, the antiquarian interest 
of the building haa been preserved. Some may have 
wished to see it left as a ruin; but it ie pertinent to 
observe that it is to its preparation for its present use 
thai wo owe the revelation of most of the interior 
architectural details whicli add so much to its interest, and 
which are now elFecluiilly secured against future decay. 

The efforts which were being made last year, chiefly 
by tile Yarmouth Branch of our Society, to preserve the 
tower of the Church of Eccles-by-the-Sea were so far 
succcHsful that some work was done which it was hoped' 
might have ett'ecl«(l its purpose. Hut.tlie forces of nature 
proved too strung to be defied. Uu January 23rd of this 
present year, after a series of exceptionally violent gales 
and high tides, the tower was overthrown by the seu. The 
notes which Mr. F. Dunby Palmer had read at Yarmouth 
to arouse interest in the building were actually being 
printed for our next publication when the catastrophe 
occurred. Instead of aseiating in the preservation of the 
old tower, ihey have bad to be altere<l into a record of 
its destruction, 

The same active branch of our Society is endeavouring 
to purchase some more of. the existing remains of the 
Grey friars' Monastery at Yarmouth, to he vested (as 
some of the remains are already) in the Tolhouse 
Trustees. 

The 3rd and concluding part of Vol. XII. of the 
Society's publications is in a forward stage of progress. 



The Cummittee alito have the pleasure 
that they will be able at the same time to iasue the 
conoluding portion of Vol. II, of the Norfolk Visitalion. 
They feel that they cannot adequately expresB the thuuks 
of the Society to General Bulwer for the skill and 
perseverance with which he has conducted this laborious 
work for so many yenri', at no little coat as well as labour. 
He began this volume with two coadjutors. One, the 
Ruv. William Grigson, died in 1879 ; the other, Mr. 
Ciiriln'W, in 1882; since which time he has borne the 
bunk'ii alone. 

The Volume will be accompanied with a full Index, for 
which the Society's thanks are due to the Rev. Edmund 
Farrer, F.S.A. 

Turning to the losses of the Society during the past 
year, the Committee regret that tbey have been greater 
than UBUtil. First must be mentioned, Mr. Robert Fitch, 
F.G.S., F.8.A., whose connection with the Society dates 
back to its commencement. The lat Volume of NorfoUc 
Archteohgy contains a notice by him of a " Seal of 
Carrow Nunnery," and he has survived till the last 
portion of Volume XII. was passing through the Press. 
His principal contribution to local Arcbieology was the 
Qate» of Nortcich, published by the Society as u 
separate volume in 1861. The Society was instituted in 
1845, and Mr. Fitch was one of the original members. 
He was elected on the Committee on January 6lh, 1848. 
Before 1859 he was both Treasurer and Hon. Sec. He 
continued to act us Hon. Secretary until 1887, and as 
Hon. Treasurer till 1888, and only relinquished these 
offices under stress of old age. On ceasing to act as 
Hon. Secretary he was elected a Vice-President of the 
Society. Of the valuable collections of antiquities and 
objects of varied interest, which he gathered together during 
his-long life, it is not necessary here to apeak. He has 



left behind him an abiding memory by hia generous donation 

of tliem to the Caatle Museum. 

We have also to regret the loss of the late Bishop Pelham, 
who became a member in 1857, and was for many years 
Patron of the Society. Two of our Tice-Preaidents have 
also died during the year, tlie Right Rev. Lord Arthur 
Hervey. IJialiop of Batii and Wells, and the Bail of Orford. 
Besides these we have lost, at a very advanced age, three 
of our very oldest raerabera. Mr. S. Wilton Rix, of Beccles. 
was eleclwl a member on May 6th, 1846. Ue was most 
enthusiastic in archaaological research, though his con- 
tributions to this Society were only few. Mr. Henry 
Birkbeck was also elected in 1846, and the Rev, T. 0. 
F. Howes, of Belton, on February 3rd, 1847. Mr. C. 
Norton Elvin, of East Dereham, was widely known for 
hia valuable works on heraldry ; and the death of Miss 
Ewing, of Norwich, who had for more than 30 years been 
a member, recalls the memory of her father, Mr. W. C. 
Ewing, one of the founders of the Society and author of 
several well-known works of local archaeological interest. 

The Committee deeply regret to announce that the 
Rev. C. R. Manning, F.S.A., has signified his wish to 
resign the office of lion. Secretary, which he has now 
lield for forty-three years, since January 29th, 1852. Mr. 
Manning's services to the Society during that long period 
have been so numerous and valuable that it is impoasible 
adequately to deacribe what the Society owes to him. The 
history of them would almost be the history of the 
Society itself during the greater part of ita exiatenco. 
In thanking him for all he has done we may hope that 
ho may still for many years be able to give us the benefit 
of his counsel and asaistance, and the Committee propose, 
as a slight recognition of his servicea, to place bis name 
on the list of Vice-Presidents. 

Another valued member of our Committee, Dr, Jessopp, 
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has also expressed a wish to be relieved from actire 
inembership of the Committee. In recommending that 
his name also be added to the list of Yice-PresideTits, 
the Committee not only feel that the Society is conferring 
a well-deserved honour on one of its most distinguished 
and useful members, but, inasmuch as Vice-Presidents are 
ex-o£Scio members of the Committee, they are persuaded 
that both he and Mr. Manning will not cease from taking 
part in the administration of the Society. 

Instead of electing a second G^eneral Secretary in place 
of Mr. Manning, the Conmiittee recommend that an 
Excursion Secretary be appointed, who should organise 
the Society's excursions and meetings. They propose the 
name of Mr. L. G-. BoUngbroke, of Norwich, as being 
well qualified for that purpose. 

The members of Committee who retire by rotation are 
Mr. Beloe, Rev. E. Farrer, Bev. J. W. Millard, Mr. J. 
Mottram, Mr. Palgrave, and Mr. Williama The Committee 
propose their re-election, and in place of Dr. JeMopp, 
Mr. J. C. Tingey, of Norwich; and, in place of Mr. 
Bolingbroke, Mr. Edward Evans Lombe, of Melton Hall, 
Wymondhara. 
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